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My Frirenn, “4 Sos Lbs 
BSE Hat I fend one to wait upon you in the habit 
of aPilgrim, which hath been fo long out of 
Fafhion, and quite wern not only out of our 
g ufe, but out of our knowledge; may feem a 
SDV" thing very firange and be furprifing to you. 
But when you fhall confider that old fafhions are wont to 
come about again, and that we are much in love with An- 
tiques, and that our eyes are drawn to one that appears in 
an nnufwal or forraign drefs, who elfe would not be obferv- 


ed; it may abate alittle of thewonder. I fay alittle, °. 


becanfe fome will tall renzain, that he foould conse from one 
of my complexion , who have but a little fancy in my 

‘ compofition 5 and fo muft needs be a firanger to works of 
this nature. But youwill receive fatisfadtion in this al- 
Jo, when you fhall know ( asthe truth is) that Imet with 

a man one day that had put biwfelf in this habit; who 

\ pleafed me fo much; that he perfwaded me to conceive this 
defign of providing fuch another Pilgrim to ferve you. 
It hapned, I mean, that reading 4 little while agove the 


works of a late Writer*, I found among other matters a * Baker's 


Joort difcourfe, in the compa/s of four or five leaves, under e 


this name of The Parable of the Pilgrim: Amd it was’ 
fo agreeable to that fuzall portion of fancy I am indued 
withall, that 1 prefently thought a work of this nature 


would bevery grateful toyou allo, This wasthe occalion 
ae of 


atta See 
Wh 


ee we - ee | 


of thee Meditations, which as faft as my, other itaploy- 
ments would permit, I have brought into this foape where- 


in they are now prefented to you. The title of my Book I 
have borrowed frone hint, becaufe I could not find a better ; 
and I have made ufe likewife of one fentencevery often 
which he puts into his Pilgrims mouth : but with fuch 


improvement of fenfe, that itis little more then the words 


that Laut beholden to himfor. And as to the matter of t, 
- Emuft leave you to judge when you have perufed it, how 

pertinent itis to your prefent and paft condition 5 being 
affured that if you find not all that you deftre, yet you will 
find that 1 had an unfeigned defire to.do you fervice. As 
to the reff of it, know that you will not expe this Pil- 
grim fhould come to you in fine Apparrel and like fome Gal- 
lant , but rather judge it wore decent that be is attired 
plainly according to the quality and condition of his per= 
fon and profeffion. This made me the more carelefs iz 


what clothing Lfet hive out, and to take fuch trimming as, 


came aext to hand: having a far weightier care upon me, 
to make bine fheak fuch clear and perfpicnous language as 
you might readily apprehend. <Andindeed if there be any 


thing here faid that is not plain and eafie, itis wery much. 


againft my will: for Tan of his mind that hath told ws, 
itis the greateft mifery in writing not only not to be 


underftoed , but to be underftood with difficuley, . 


And now if this poor Pilgrim fhallfindany acceptance at 

jour hands, and be found capable to ferve theends of Wif- 
dom and Vertue which he would willingly advance 3 1 
pray Reep him with you, that if he can live longer then T, 
- be may alwages tell youhow much Lame 


Your Friend. 
irene 


Covent-Garden,. 
Degciab. 14,1663, 
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An Adyertifement. 

Do Se, HE Reader may be pleafed to know 
ANS that this Pi/gri# hath dwelt for fome 

wee time in the fervice of a Private Friend, 
= -(to whofe ufes and occafions he was — 
wes} particulatly addrefled ) and there hath 
= _beenfo well entertain’d, that he was 
not ambitious of any higher preferment. But he mee 
with a perfon fo charitable, and who proved alfo fuch 
a friend to him; that he was thought worthy to be ad- 
vanced to amore publick imployment, and would not 
be permitted toremain any longer in that private at-~ 
tendance. In obedience therefore to the commands he 
received, he comesnow abroad, and offers his affi- 
ftance to any that fhall think good to make ufe of it : 


__ being grownalfo bigger fince he went thither, and fo 


of better ability to ferve more then one.In plain words 
(for thofel moft affect ; and if you meet with fo much 
as.any Metaphorical exprefflions inthe Book, it is but 
feldom, and only to comply withthe Title ) this Dil- 
courfe was writ with arefpect tothe necefftties of a . 


-* particular perfon.: who imagined that others might 
_ poflibly reap fome benefit by it, and therefore defired 


it might not lye in a private hand. — But it being necef- 
fary to tranfcribe the Papers that they might be read 
by the Printer 3 it was thought withall advifeable that 
fome things fhould be inlarged to make them better 
underftood, and others added to render the ufefulnefs 
ofthe Treatife ( if ircan have any ) of greater extent. 
Only this muft beremembred , that 4regard was [till 


had tothe needs of that Perfon (which yet are fuch 
srt ; as 


TY ogy 8 a ee 2 2/2 SARA OET EISEN IEL o 3 o S 
as all pious Souls generally labour withall ) and there- 
fore it muft not be expected that every ¢afe which can 
occurr in Chriftian life, fhould here be handled. _ And 
indeed that would havefwelled this Difcourfe to over 
great a bulk, and required very long confideration 5 
or elfe it is like it had been attempted. 

It muft be noted alfo,that it was thought fit tomake | 
the diftance but fhort between the Pr/grims parting 


with his Gaide and their meeting again; becaufe that 


would ftill have too much inlarged this Treatile, to 
defcribe particularly,his behaviour in the whole courfe 
of an Holy Life, for which that would have been the 
proper place.. - te ee 
There are fome things alfo may feem a little ftrange 
which are faid to have hapned to the Pélgriz 5 but you 
are to remember that God puts good thoughts into 


_ our minds more wayes then one; and to know that 


the fubftance of what is reported is not a Contrivance, 
but a real Truth. 


~ : And nowit would argue great unexperience of the 


world to expect, that this P/gri {hould not meet with - 


. fome, whofe curiofity he cannot humour; and others — 


whofe fowrenefs nothing can pleafe. But he that fends 


‘ him abroad will be abundantly fatisfied if he become 


ufeful to any well-difpofed Soul,who'fhall have a mind 
to bear him company to Jernfalem, And if he chance 
to meet: with any that fhall only ftudy to cavil , and 
pick a quarrell with him 3He is prepared before hand — 
to take no notice at all of it, norto be more troubled 
at their incivility 5 then a devout Hermite is at the ug- 
ly faces, which the Creatures who fomething refemble 


men make at him, as heis walking through the defarts. 
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' : CAP AL | 
He Cocalo and intention of this taerucise: with 
; ies Yime when it was undertaken. Page 1 
7 CAP. II. 
The earneft deftre of the Pilgrim to beat Jerufatem : and — 
what he expeed to find there. : ps 
CAP. TIL 
The eee trouble that he fell into, becanfe of the di ifferent 
_mayes ee he was told of to that place. Dp. 7. 
CAP. IV. 
How he happily heard of a fafe Guide unto it: with atrue 
Charailer of bin. . AE\pata 
CIA PSs¥, | 
The Opinion whieh others concetued of that Guide: and 
whet addrefst tp hine. Pp. 15 
CAP. VIL. 


The Acceptance which he found with him: and how plain- 
ly the Guide dealt with bine about the lena of 
the Way. 3 p- 18 

| eC ae) C, AP. 


2 ee 
A tes COKE WAL Pe 
the Guide difcovers bis fincere and upright Intentions. 


> 


. x CAP, VIII. oe 
He begins his advice: aud after the grand Diredion, 
which contains many of the reft 5 he gives hime fundry 
preparatory Counféls. And aboue all, tells hine that he 
— “wanft be provided with a firong Refolution. ps 25 


CAP Toe 7 | 
A more particular Difcourfe of Refolution: aud of the 
manner how to forne fuch an one. as will be found and 
firm. | 
P. X. . 
of leaving thewerld, and how thereby we recover our 
freedom. a fhe 


* GRP ee i. 


He commends to the Pilgriv two Companions : Humili-. 


ty ad Charity. D7rects where to find them. Witha 
large Difcourfe of the former of then. pa 58 


CAP. XIT. 


- 


pe Bl 


> Pe . : 


Pe, 


Of Divine Charity. The Power that it hath both to cfta- 3 


blifh his Refolution, and furnifh him with all other Re- 
quifites for his ‘ourney. | p. 70 

| CAP. XII}. wisel 
A Defcription of the City Jerulalem + aud of the happineft 
he fhould there mect withall, — - 7 


eo ‘ CAP. XIV. 
The manner of thei 


Shek 
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p. 82° 


rlifewho live at Jerufalem > and that — 
Ie | Bei | hai 
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A Defeription of Jelus, who is the true Way to Jerufalem. 
. In which he is propounded to the Pilerivss imitation. 
ye } Ten Ds FOF, 
CAP. XV 


- Of F aith in Jefus. How imperfectly, or obfcurely it is com-— 


— monly expreficd, to the great danger of Chriftian Pil- 
erims. What the true notion of it is, which cannot 
deceive 4. | wp. 139 
: CAP. XVII. : ; 
What place Prayer, Hearing of Sermons, Reading of 
Good Books , Receiving the Sacrament; have in the 


= Religion of Jelus. Azd of what ufe they are to Pilgrims. 


Pp. 150 
GAP XVIIL : | 


Of the mang enemies he was to expect that would affault 


his Refolution: Some from within, fome from without. 


OF their ‘fubtilties, and various arts to deceive. p. 158 


| CAP. XTX 
Of many other devices to difcourage him.in his Journey. . 


oo __ Efpecially if hefhould chance to get a Fall, p. 177 


CAP, XX. 


“How they will indeavour to puff bine up with Spiritual 


Pride. A defcription of ene of our conceited Believers. ~_ 
And alfo of a certain Artificial Religion which deceives 
may te P- F95 

CAPS XX. 


Of the indeavours of his Enemies to keep him from doing 


good to his Brethren, under a pretence of Love toGod. 
Aud of the Excellency of that Brotherly Charity. p. 208° 
et Ue Caro %s CAP. 


CAP SKIL. vf 2. 

that a Pilgrim muft fometimes recreate hinsfelf as well a — 
other mcn. Of thepleafure of good Companye What 
Men are tobe more particularly avoided. Of the Fefti- 
vals of the Church. How ufeful they may be. And bow 

much abufed. p-222. 
CAP. XXTIE Ex>t 
What entertainmcnt all thefe difcourfes met withall from 
the Pilgrim. And of the pleafures he fhould find in his 


way, though incumbred with the fore-named Enemies. 


“P32 

CAP. XX PVs | oa 
DUponthe Pilgrims requeft, the Guide enters into a fur- 
ther defcription of the pleafures of the Way to. Jerufa-— 
Jem; and anfwers fome feruples of his about it. The 
difficulty of the beginuing of his journey. .Of taking 
up the Crofs that might lye in his way , and fuch like 


things. 24 
CAP, XX V. re . 
_ How the Pilgrim and his Guide parted. And with what 
a brave Refolution he began his Fourney. —° -p.275 


CARs RECT 
Of fundry troubles which hapned to the Pilgrim in his 
Travels, And how he was delivered out of them.p.281 


CAP. XXVIL ea: 
How the Pilgrim fell into a great faduefs; and how ftrange- ; 

ly it was cured by aw unexpeded meeting with his 
Guide. Who difcourfes of the nature of, ‘fenfible joys. And 
at laft upon his defire contracts a particular Friendfhip 
with the Pilgrine. ! 


Ps 293 
CAP 


eee A eee, NOV ELT, 
Of the Necelfitp of Friendfhip. Of faithful Counfel, How the 
- Pilgrim doubted whether there wus fucha place as en 
rulalem. The fatisfaction which his Friend gave him 
\ inthis particular. As alfothe comfort he adminiftred 
to him in a great Sicknef. - p- 320 


| CAP ee: 
_ Of the trouble which the Pilerim was in about fome bufi- 
nefS which had layn neglected during his ficknefs. Of bes 
defires after a contemplative Life. Of Solitude. The 
Profit of it: efpecially at the beginning of our Chrifiian 
courfe. Aud how they that enjoy it, do not find all the 
Satisfadion which they expected init. p: 336 


CAP. XXX. 

How the Pilgrim grew very dull and lazy. By what means 
_ hewas quickned to greater diligence. How the Guide 
awakened fome fluggifh Pilgrims which they met with- 
all: moving them to agreat care of their Souls, and 
to prove their Sincerity in Religion, by their being zea- 


= 


Lous of good morks. p+ 350 


| CAP, XXXI. | 
How the Pilgrim was falling into the contrary. Extreme , 
and was prevented by his Direéfor.. Of the Neceffity of 
Difcretion. And the Affiftance which one Vertue 
gives another: How he was troubled that he fhould 
have any palfions. of the ufe of then, That it is fit for us 
to love our friends paffionately: and to take great de- 
light in their company. | Bo. De 37k 


‘CAP. XXXII. 


Kow they light upon a company of select Frieids mho 
; NS aa) | were 


WS eee aa ee , ee a ale a a. ae 
‘were met at a frugal, but handfome Dinner. Thee 
_mendation of Temperance. Of the pleafure that Friends 


a6 “enjoy in eating together. The benefit of Friendfhip. 


With the Character of a true Friend. | ip. 386 


CAP, X XXIII. 


_ How they chanced to fee a very poor man entertaining him- - 


felf with much pleafure under aTree. Whence arofea 


difcourfe of Contentment : and the means to attain it. 


Of Humility avd Charity. That xotwithtanding all 
our Charity, we wuft not think to have the World fo 


. — good aswe would wifh it. Pp. 403 


CAP. XXXLV., 


How they fell into the company of two Travellers..One of . 


which would have pull’d out the Pilgrims eyes: and 
the other pulled away bis Guide. p-Aly 


CAP, XXX V, 


A Difcourfe with forse Pilgrims that mere going to Lo- 


‘ retto, the Holy Land, orfuch like places, How much 


fuch perfons are abufed and cheated. The judgement of - 


St. Gregory Nyflen of thefé Pilgrimages. The Privi- 


ledges which Rome boafis of above all other places. * F 


And what a Market is there held continually for Par- 
dons. Of which a Leafe way be bought of many thou- 
_ fand-years, for a fiall matter. p. 428 


CAP. XXXVL 


How the Pilgrim had.a fair fight of the heavenly Jerufa- 


lem: and what infued thereupon. How eafie it is-by 
_ a true and paffton Friendhip to learn the greateft 


Loveto God, And that he is tobe fiudied and ads — 


mired 
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_« mired in all his Creatures, a well a in his Son 


Chrifé, p453 


CAP MSV Eee 


How after this the Pilgrim fell into a conceit that he did 


not profit in Vertue: and how bis Guide rid him of 
zt. That we muft not -waketoo much hafte to perfedion, 
but. go leifurely in our way, How afterward he feared — 
that hefhould never bold out tothe end of his journey. - 


~ Of the confident zeal which fome men are poffejed with- 


all, A beginning of a new difcourfe about Faith. p.474. 
CAP. XXXVIIL tg! 


A Difcourfe with an Acquaintance of the Pilgrims about 


Cyaan to 


SSE oe ees es NERA = he 


refting on Chrift for Salvation, The wilfuluef, and 
unskilfulaefs of [ome Guides in the way to Jerufalem. 
For what end Chrift dyed: and fo what it is that our 


Faith # principally torefpe?. That Chrilt a means 


to ourend: and therefore Faith muft go further thar 
bis perfon. | Bap. Age 
Bees SF CAP, XX. XIX. cc 
The joy which the Pilgrim conceived in this difcourfe + 
and how much he applauded bis happinef in having 


 fuch a Friénd, The Serenity of his Condition after . 


all thefe Clouds. And how nothing troubled him but 
only that he could do fo little to teftifie his love to his 


. Guide : who eafily gave him fatufacion by fhewing the — 


. true grounds of Friendfhip. ° | P515. 
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PARABLE. 


PILGRIM. 


| Ca Pe I. 


“The Highs and intention of this Pilgrinage, with the 
+ time when it was undertaken. 


» Twill contribute fo little either tothe 
profit or delight which L defign you 
_in the reading this Hiftory ; to know 
the punctual years and daies wherein 
every thing therein contained was 
done 5 that it will be a commendable 
“thiife, to {pare my felf the labour of that accuracy. 
It will be fufficient to let you under{tand, that no 
great number of ap have pafled, fince.a man who 
now calls pine Purrorasus, but by others is 
Baa called 


ae The Parable of the Pilgrims ~ 
a kind of paffion to be at that place, whither 

thoughts did runbefore him without his leave, and 
could not be perfwaded to {ftand {till for one moment. 
Such is the nature of any excellent good, when it pre- 
{ents it felf tous, and fanns our fouls with any hopes 
of obtaining it, that our defires think to waft us as 
faftas they can unto it; and growing continually in 
ftrength and {wiftnefs by their own motion, the gale 
proves fo {tiff, that our hearts are fwelled. therewith, 
and leave no room for any other thoughts, nor can be 
atany reft, till they be poflefled of ix Thus weuld 
this poor man have taught thofe who wow beheld him, 


though they had never read a word in theirown fouls; ~ 


for his mind was fo imprefled with the happinefs which 
he heard dwelt at Jernfalew , that he was not able to. 
cifcharge his foul at any time of thofe thoughts and 
defires which lifted him up from the ground, and told 
him they would carry him thither. When he did eat 
or drink, Jerzfalem would ft }l be in his mouth 5 when 


he was\in company, Ferufaleve {tole away his heart — 


fromthem; nay in his very fleep it would not fta 


away, but he was wont to dream fine things of Fe-- 


rufalem, But that whichmakes the ftory of this perton 
the more remarkable,is, that it was teward the latter 
end of the year, and in. the decay of all things, when 
thee good thoughts began to {pring up in his fou), 


When the earth had removed it felfa great way from 
the Sun, when all the gallantry of the fields had re- ° 


figned its placeto Ice and Snow, when charity grew 
eold, and Chriftian virtue feemed to be gone back to 
its root, whenthe wayes were untrod, and few or no 
Travellers upon the road 5 then did thefe zealous de~ 
fires begin to bud:in the heart of this honeft Country- 
man., and he felt fuch a vehement heat urging and. 


ftimulating: 


his: 


a“ 
4 


Cap. Tk 


E _ The earneft defire of the Pilgrim to be at Jerufalem: and 
what he expected tafind there. . 


‘ Mus time he frent in confultation with himfelf — 
LY # about the courfe which would be beft to hold 


+ inhis travel thither. There was no coft {pared, no 


{tudy omitted to get acquaintance with the neareft 
_ waytoit, nor did he ceafe to inquire of thofe who 
_were reputed the moft fkilful guides, that he might 
‘obtain a true information of every paflage in the 
journey, which he ferioufly refolved to undertake, 
For,though. the weather was cold, the wayes dirty and 
dangerous,and the journey he wastold would be long, 
and company little or none could be expected to de- 
_eeivethe tedioufnefs of the Pilgrimage; yet fogreat 
_ were the ardors which: he felt within himfelf, that he 
regarded none of thefe difcouragements, but only 
wifhed that he might Le {o happy, as to find the righe 
way, though he went alone thither. And that which: 
made his defires the more forward, was, that he had 
often heard Ferufalem by interpretation was no meaner 
place than the Viston oF Paace. A fight that he 
had been long purfuing in feveral forms and fhapes 

_ whéreinit had often feemed to prefent it felf before 
him, but could never court it Into his embracese. O' 
my beloved. (would he. often figh. within himfelf): O' 

| ea gay 


fociety. The hours are not to be numbred which I 
_ have fpent in withing and labouring to lay hold on 

thee, and ftill thou flyeft away from me. After all the 
- fweat wherein I have bathed my felf,I can find no- 

thing, but only that thou art not here to be found. 
Thou art retired, it feems, from this poor werld, and 
haft left us only a fhadow of thee; for when we 
think toclafp thee hard in our arms, the whole force 
and weight of our fouls doth fall upon Nothing. O my 
heart, what ails thee? what torments are thefe which 
fo {uddenly feize upon thee? Ah cruel pains, the re- 
membrance of which prepares a new rack for me! | 
. The arm of a Gyant would not ake more, if with all 

his might he fhould {trike a feather, than my heart 
now doth but to think of the anguifh it endured when 
all the {trength and violence of its defires were met 
with emptinefs and vanity. O Ferufalem, Ferufalem, 
the only place that caneafe us of this mifery ! the place 
where the beloved of my foul dwelleth, the vifion of 
peace, the feat of true tranquillity and repofe, how fain 
would I have the fatisfaction of being in the fure way 
to thy felicity! This is all the peace I with for in the 


world. No other happinefs do I thirft after, as every 


: _ thing 


~*~ 


; sake : = Piha. Me OF THE VELWs : j : aR 
thing can teftifie that hath been privy to my thoughts. __ 


ro 


_ There is never a room in my houfe but hath been 


filled with the noife of my fighs and groans after thee, 
O Fernfalem. Every tree that grows in my ground 
_ hath thy {weet Name ingraven uponit. The birds of 
- theair, ifthey can underftand, are witneffes how in- 
- ceffantly my foul pants and longs to fly unto thee, -O 
Jerufalem., What charitable hand will guide me in 
the way tothy pleafures ?_ who will bring me into that 
{trong City , the retreat of my wearied mind, the re- 
. fugetorecruit my tired fpirits, the only place of my 
fecurity, my joy, my life it felf ? Wilt not thou O God, 
who haft lead me to the knowledge of it, who haft © 


_. filled me with thefe defires, and haft brought me into 


a difefteem and contempt of all other things? O let 
not thefe defires prove the greateft torment of all un- 
to me, for want of their fatisfaction. O forfake not 
this foul, that hath forfaken all other delights, and. 


taken its leave of every other comfort, that it may go 


and feek for thee at Ferufalen. 


SC xe tLU 


# The great trouble that he fell into, becanfe of the differcet 
‘wages which he was told of to that place, 


foul,hoping that at laft the heavens ‘er pleafe _ 
to hear him, and favour him with the underftanding 
of that,. which would make all his groans ufelefs, and 
render him as chearful, a3 now he found himfelf dif- 
confolate. Butthat whichmade the fulfilling of his 


defires more difficult, and his hopes to arrive ve 
ow, 


| this manner the poor man was wont to figh out#” 
his 


men railed about the right way to Jerufatew. There 
were no lefs than twenty (and fome fay many more ) 


va 
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ww. was the many. ‘overfies which were in thofe.. _ 
flow, was the many contr 


dayes fiercely agitated , and the huge quarrels that 


very different parties: that contended fharply with 


‘each other;and every one of them confidently affirmed 


that they only were the people of Sion, and that unlefs 
he joyned himfelf to their company (in which alas 
there was no Peace at all) he fhould never come to 
that City of God which he fought after. The heads 
of thefe divifions made the world believe that they 


darknef$ of errours. the Pole-ftar to regulate their 
courfe in the fearchand difcovery of Truths and that 
unlefs men ufed their Clue (which God knows was 
moft wofully intangled) they fhould never fail to be 


~ loft in the Labyrinths and Mzanders of Ignorance 


and Folly. Nay, to fucha degree did they magnifie 
themfelves, as if Truth and they had been born at the 
fame time, or at leafthad come of Age together, It 
feemed to be a fecret till they appeared, andto have 


been referved from the beginning on purpofe to dif. . 


cover it felf to them in Markets and Camps, if not in 


Jewder places. The moft modeft pretenfion was, that 


Truth was but a (tripling, or rather went in fide-coats, 


Heaven, as if they were Countellors of State in that 
Kingdom; and opened the fecrets of Jefus Chrift, as 
if they werehisConfidents, St. Folw, who lay in his 
bofome,never delivered anything with greater perem- 
ptorinefs than thefe men did 5 and had: it not been 
that they wanted his charity, they might have been 
thcuzht by moft as great Oracles as they thought 


themf{elves, . 


were the Torches which muft light themthrough the > 


ull it came to their {chools to be ripened into the wif- 
_ dome of perfect men. They fpake of the affairs of 


ji pag iy yee 
Mae ace ha “ 
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themfelves. There feemed no difference between 
them and Prophets, but only that they could not prove 
- their miffion; elfe they had the gift of boldnefs, and — 
fell not fhort intheir pretenfes toinf{piration. In this 
conceit they thruft into the world a great number of 
books which were called the Word of the Lord , and 
cryed up as the Maps of that heavenly Country, and 
the exact Charts whereby men muft fteer their courfe 
ifever they meant to come fafely thither. Into huge 
Volumes thele writings fometimes {welled, and they 
“were wont to collect and faggot together fo many 
_ things, and fo vaftly different; that a man could not 
eafily avoid to lofe his way in this Wood, while he 
was feeking his way to ‘Jerufalem.. Efpecially fince 
they never forgot to furnith thefe bundles with fome 
Jufty fticks wherewith to bang their adverfaries, and 
beat them down as low asHell. For, inthe midft of 
fuch a fearful fcufile, there was fo great a duft raifed , 
that no man could tell where he was, nor difcern any 
thing but only this, that he was not inthe way to the 
Vifton of Peace. 

I need not relate how forely it grieved the good 
mans heart to fee fo many different wayes, every one 
of them laying fo high aclaim to truth, and bitterly 
reproaching the reft as damnable Herefies. He could 
bend his courfe to no quarter, but he was in danger to 

be affaulted with fome queftion or other, and was put 
upon his defence againft fome man of brafs , who 
thought himfelf worthy to be one of the Champions 
of Truth. The {pirie of common Barretry did not 
feem a greater plague to him, than thele vexatious 
difputing people. The fury of whom likewi'e was 
{ometimes fo violent, that he thought he had madea 
good retreat, if he were rot bruifed, and almoit beat 


in 


in pieces by their rude blows, whofe opinions he ad- 
nentae . thwart by any {trong contradiction. 
Nay, they all taking diftant paths, and not going: in 
{trcight and parallel lines, but in oblique and crooked 
wayes , which crofled each other very frequently , 
they never met together, but there was fuch juftling 
and quarrelling about the road to Jerufalem, that no’ 
man could be near them,but they would ingage him to 
take the one or the other part in the Bloody Confit. 
-— Solcallit; for they thought that they did God good 
fervice, when they difpatched one of their enemies 5 
and thatthey made him a Sacrifice, when they fatif- 
fied their own beaftly fury. And this indeed was the 
faddeft thing of all tohis thoughts, that their heat 
and paffion they had the confidence to baptize into. 
- the name of holy Zeal,; and that which was but the 
love of ttheir own opinion , they conftantly mifcalled the. 
love of God and of his Truth. Though thole dayes (as 
I have already faid) were very frozen and cold, yet 
they cudgel’d one another fo long till they grew hot’; 
and then they cry d, The weather was very warm,and 
the Sun in his higheft elevation. God’senemies they _ 
thought they oppofed in their own 5 and they fancied ~ 
themfelves ingaged againft fin, while they were buffet- 
inga contrary opinion. There was no heat but they 
took it for divine, though it were of their own kind- 
ling; and fo they were but all on fire, they never 
doubted but it was from Heaven. For there was no 
fin in thofe dayes like Moderation, and no virtue 
comparable to a furious and headlong zeal.. But yet 
he received this benefit by thofe unhappy feuds, that 
they made him fometimes think-it was no mean thin 
in the efteem of others as well as himfelf. for which 
there was fo many, and fo fiery contenders, The Prize | 


he: 
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he hoped would prove glorious which had drawn 
into the field fo many combatants, and which with 
fuch zealous fticklings all fides fought to win. The 
affliction alfo which he felt’ in his {pirit when he ‘be- 
held them fo fharply ingaged, had this good effe@ 
upon him; that it made him more fenfibly admire 
the goodnefs of God which had preferved him from 
lifting himfelfin any of thofe angry parties,and entring 
into thofe never enough to be lamented broils. This 
put him likewife in fome hopes that he would not fuf- 
fer him to remain long without the knowledge of the 
Truth, who had fo gracioufly prevented him from 
diverting into the paths of falfhood. This degree of 
underftanding he had already acquired, That Sweet- 
nefs and Love, Meeknefs and Peace were the Harbin- 
gers to JDivine Knowledge, and fince they were become 
his Guefts,he hoped ¢hat would not be far behind. But 
that any man who knows God to be Love, fhould 
imagine that he will dwell in a mind where there is 


nothing but hatred to be found, feemed a kind of — 


Prodigy unto him. And it did quite aftonifh him to 

_ fee that fo many men did dream that the way to The 
Vifton of Peace lay through the field of ftrife and war 5 
and that we muit come to live together in endlefs love 
hereafter, by living in perpetual frays and brawls in 
the world where we now are. © 


C4 Cap. 


Il 
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How he happily heard of a fafe Guide unto it: with a trae 
Charader of bint. ; 


ND he truly whois not wont to fruftrate the ex- 
AM pettation: of {uch.well-minded fouls, did not ufe 
much delay before he gave him a fenfible demonftra- 
tion of that which he already believed. He found that 
the God of Peace, could not make himfelf long a 
{tranger to men of peaceable {pirits, and that he waits 
fometimes todous a pleafure there, where we feared. 
to meet with harm.and mifchief.. For falling one day 
into the company. of fome perfons who were difcour!-_ 
ing concerning. the ftate of affairs abroad, he hap-- 
pened to light.on that which he verily thought. their 
vain jangling would fright and drive away. There 
were many debates pafied about the feveral opinions. 
that were then.on foot, and about the grand fuppor- 
tersofthem. Some leaned to this, others to that, but- 
he could not perceive there was any of themwhowas . 
not addittedtoa-Sect, and did not feck to hear: the- 
voice of Jefus Chrift amid{t the clamours and hideous _ 
noifes of the difputers of the world. At laft there ftood: 
up an old man that was a perfect: ftanger to him, who. 
told them that in his judgement (if it would be per- 
mitted him to deliver it boldly) they were hugely 
miftaken who marched under the Banners of any of 
thofe Leaders.in defiance to the reft of their Brethren. 
Jernfalen, he {aid, was very little beholden to them, | 
which wasa City at better unity within it felf than ie _ 
was fuppofed by their Enfignss and he believed the- 
way to that place would be found to be more peace- 


able. 


Fat: 


_ ablethan to be difturbed with the found of Gann 
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and Trumpets.. Their zeal (he continued) might be 


the effect of little, not of much knowledges and their 
confidence the nurfling of an overweening opinion of 
themfelves, rather than the iflue of a found judgement 
and clear conception of things. In fine, he told them, 
that if they would take a little time to cool themielves, 
and would abate fo much of their prefumption, asto 
think they might poflibly erre, he dcubted not. but to 
bring them to a perfon, who (though obfcure and of 


no great note among them) fhould make them confefs. 


he gave them. better directions than they ever heard 
of in the way to Jerufalem. There wasnone there at 
that time, but either out of curiofity, or fome difiatif- 
faction defired inftantly to know who this man fhould: 
be, and in what place he hid himfelf from the world. 
They concealed the anger which they conceived at his 
free reproof ; and having rendred him faint-thanks for 
his liberty of {peech. (profefling they loved an open 
enemy, better thana diflembling friend) the very love 
of Novelty. lead them to requeft him to bring them ac- 
quainted withthis rare perfon. That is a very eafie 
matter to do, replyed the old man, for he is one that is 
converfible enough, and befides. not far diftant from 
this place; but for the prefent I fhall chufe to {pare 
the mention of his name,and let.you know him only by 
his Character. He isa perfon then that is altogether 


” difinterefled, and a partaker in none of thofe Sects and 
Fations that are among us. “© One that hath S7oz and 


°° Terufalemz mote in his heart than in: his mouth, and 
‘*Joves to do, more than totalk. But when he fpeaks, 
“this words are more than founds, and have a {ting in 
“ them which pierces the very heart. If you did but 
hear him, you would feel that he teaves a true coms 


iy 
aay, 


punction. 
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‘¢ pundionin the fpirit,and not a falfe alarm in the ear. 
“¢ His head is gray, though not his hairss his wifdom 
¢¢ makes him more venerable than his years; he knows 
“ better how to live, than others doto difputes and he 
“can argue more for peace, than they for their opini- 
“ ons, He hath Faith enough to fave himfelf, and Cha- 
“rity enough to believe that others may be faved that 
“ are not inall points juft of his belief. His compaflion 
“is equal to his underftanding, his meeknefs equal to 
“ his zeal, ‘his faithis matcht with charity, his love to 
“ his neighbour is proportionable to his love to God, 
“© and his humility and mcdefty is equal to them al]. He 
“*feems tome tobe a piece of the wracks of Ancient 
“ Chriftianity 5 a relique of the Golden Ages one of 
“the Children, and not of the Apes of Antiquity. He 
““hath efcaped the contagion of this evil age, with- 
“ out flying from it,and he is Mafter of more ftrength, 
“than cuftom is of forceand violence. The general 
“corruption which hath overfpread us, hath not 
‘*been able to prevail over the purity of his: tem- 
“per, And allthe wickednefs which could not but 
“touch him, hath not yet had the power to defile or 


2 fully him. TIfthofe Worthies,in whofe veins the blood 


‘of Chrift didrun, could return to vifit the world 
3 again; Imake no doubt but they would difcern in 
‘ him fuch marks of their virtue, that they would con- 
: fefs him for one of their race, and embrace him as an 
Inheritor not only of their name, but of their noble 
qualities. If you would know any more of him, you 
had better learn it from himfelfthan from me;only this 


_Teanaflure you, that by his guidance there are many 


men who have made a very ha rogrefs rds 

: ave mac y happy progrefs towards 
Heaven, Aad if you fear, that when you go unto him, 
you may lofe your Jabour, and not find him, or that 


you 


#| 


Z you may find him little at leifures l can give you this 


further aflurance, that beinga man of peace, he ftirs 


but little from home, and hath but little company 
neither that frequents his houfe. 


CA PANG 


The Opinion which others vonceived of that Guide: and 
his addrefs to hing. 


7Ou cannot imagine how much it pleafed our 
Traveller ( for fo he was in his refolution) to 

hear this news, and how much he thought himfelf be- 
- holden toGod for bringing him fo fortunately into 
this company which he ftudied rather to.avoid. With- 
- out any complements therefore, or waiting to hear 
what others would reply, he immediately offered 
himfelf to be conduted tothe fociety of this excellent. 
Perfon 5 adding withall,that ifthe reft pleafed not now 
to go along, they might hear from him when he fhould 
- beabletomakea judgement of him, in what eiteem 
he was to beheld. To this they all gave their aflent, 
and were not a little glad of this expedient to keep 
out of the acquaintance of him whofe Character they 
nothing liked. But the {tranger to whom he commit- 
ted himfelf, would not ftir from that place, till he had 
taken him alittle afide to {peak with him: Where he 
let him know how unworthy a thing he held it to de- 
ceive any mans expectations with partia} relations, 
which made himthat he could not endure to conceal 
from his notice a matter that he-might think moft 
worthy his confideration, though he did not judge it 
fit before to declare it. This perfon({aid he) to whom 
you are ahouttorepair, I muft tell you, is generally 


decry d 
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decry’d by all parties,as no friend to Truth, becaufe he 
is no great ftickler about the ‘Queftions that have | 
-yexed our unhappy dayes. Some fay that he is indif- 
ferent and lukewarm in Religion. Others will have 
the world believe, that he is only indued with a great 
meafure of Moral Prudence, but hath nothing of the - 
Spirit in him. And there are fome who do not fick to 
brand him with the mark of Herefie, though (to tell 
you thetruth) I verily think the only reafon is, be- 
caufe they imagine he doth believe whatfoever he doth 
not fiercely oppofe, His life indeed is foholy, and 
without blame, his carriage fo {weet and courteous,his 
converfation fo profitable, that I am inclined to think 
fuch good things cannot {pring from a bad root; but 
yetthere are that fay, The poifonis the more dafge- 
rous which is {o finely guilded,and I muft leave you to 
judge for your felf, and either to {top or purfue your 
refolution of going to him, as thofe things well weigh- 
ed, you fhall fee caufe to incline. Here the good 
man made a paufe, and feemedto bein a very pendu- 
lous condition, till the ftranger added, I muft be fo 
jult, astoremember to fubjoyn this to the reft that I 
_ have faid; That indeed all Partics next to themfelves 
are wont to commend him as the beft ofall. NowTI 
thank you, prefently replyed the other, that you did 
not omit to relate that obfervation, for it brings to my 
mind of the ftory of Themiffocles, which I have often 
heard our Preacher ufe in the Pulpit, to whom every 
one of the Captains yielded the fecond place after they 
had preferred themfelves to the firft, and was therc-. 
fore concluded to be the moft worthy of all, if any 
thing but {elf-love might be admitted to give the judg- 
ment. Let us go] befecch you, with all fpeed, to this 
brave man, and not ftay to deliberate any longer. For 


Iremembir 
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~Lremember alfo, that Ihave heard very wife men ob- 

ferve, That there was never any perfon that advanced * 
excellent things in the World, but his ¢redit and repu- 
tation was blafted by thofe who were unable or unwil- 
ling to be fo good themlelves. I have a very great 
~ hope that this is the man whom Heaven hath defigned 
to unfcale my eyes, and make me fee the way to feru- 
falem. Or if it otherwife pleafe, yet I nothing doubr, 
but being wholly bent to jead a pious life, God will 
havefo much kindnefs for me, as not to Jet me be dan- 
geroufly deceived, nox to fuffer a greater film to grow 
over my fight, Thefe words be uttered with that ve- 
hemency and refolution of mind, that the ftranger 
thought it was not fit to hold him in any longer con- 
fultation about iv, efpecially fince he faw his purpole 
founded upon fo good an underftanding, Taking 
leave therefore of the reft, whowere but too glad to 
be rid of them, he directed him to the houfe of this 
Guide, where he found, as he had been told before, 
that he was at home, and had not one creature in his 
company. After a very few civilities pafled between 
them,and fome excufes that the Country- man made for 
his boldnefs in interrupting his Meditations, he plain- 
ly told him (for he would not permit any long Apolo- 
gies.) what the caufe was of this addrefs, and of the 
trouble he was come to give him. Iam, faid he, a true 
Lover of Jerufalen, and have made a vow to take a 
journey tothat place; but about the way thither Jam 
fo perplexed, that l account it a greatbleffing that I 
have not Joft my wits, and amnot become unable to 
find my way to your houfe. One cries to me, Lo here, 
another, Lo there lyes the path of Jife. Some would 
have me go thorow the water, and be baptized again, 


tclling me the Ifraelites pafled rhorow the Sea to go to 
Cauaan 5 
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teach me to fly aloft in towring {peculationssand there 


Canaan + others feemto draw me thorow the air, and 


are not wanting thofe who would turn me into a ftone, — 


and render me at once as humble, and as lumpifh and 
melancholy too as the earth it felf. But every one of 
thefe, me thought, did lead me into the fire, and I fele 
in the water it felf the flames of f{trife and contention 
about my ears, which made me thatI durft not com- 
mit my felf to the hands of thefe, or any of their fel- 
low-guides. But hearing, Sir, that you are of great 
abilities to direct me, and that you are a man of peace, 
and more than that, a manof good will, whohath a 
{trong propenfion to do good; Tam cometo make ie 
my humble requeft unto you, that if it be true which 


is reported of you, you will.do me the favour to » 


‘\ 


afford me fome charitable inftructions about the moft - 


paflable way to Ferufalen. | 


= Cap. VIL , 

The Acceptance which he found with him: and bow plain- 
ly the Guide dealt with him about the difficulties of 
the way. ag’ 


~~~. 7 Ow the Inquirer appearing in habit like a Pil- 
| grim, having a-very innocent countenance, an 
humble behaviour, and ufing fuch language as figni- 
fied that it Was not curiofity, or a mind to try the {kill 
which the other had in foreign parts, but areal defire 
to travel, which had brought him thither; .Anfwer: 


was returned by him, to whom he made his applica- . 


tion, that he was heartily glad to’meet,with any man. 
that would ask the way to Jerufalew; and that he 


thought 


4 
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thought he read in his face fo much of the ferenity of 
‘his mind, and the fincerity of his heart, that he might 
be confiden he came with areal defire to receive fa- 
tisfaction about it. But, faid he, though I muft needs 
~ grant that I am furnifhed with fome knowledge of the 


< “way tothat City, yet perhapsI may {pare my pains of 


giving you any directions init, becaufe there is fome 

_ reafon tothink you will not be at the pains to follow 
them. For if you will give any credit to my words, [ 

- mutt Jet you know, that the way is both long, and alfo 
- full of mapy and great difficulties ; and that there are 
many waies alfo which will {cem to you to lead 
{traight to it,and which many men will poynt you unto 
as the next rode; which if you fhould take, will lead 
you into great danger, and not only carry you a great 
deal about, but perchance conduct yau to the quite 
contrary place , and end in your utter undoing. I 
would with you therefore to confider a while, whe- 
ther it be an advifeable thing to undertake fuch a jour- 
ney wherein there are fo many hardfhips, and fo many 
crofs paths. A journey which is fo tedious alfo, and 
wherein I cannot promife you fecurity from frights, 
theeves, beatings, and fuch ill ufages as have made 
many men poflefied with fuch intentions as you feem 


now to have, quitetolay afide all thoughts of it, and - 


to fit down contented at their own homes. And after 
all this, 1 know not whether you will yield your belief 
‘toall that fhalltell you of te ways; if you have 
heard fome of the reports which are {pread of me, and 
have received any prejudice at all againft me, which I 
am fure will be increafed by fome of the Precepts that 

1 muft give you. 
"The Pilgrim wasfo far from fhewing any tokens of 
difguft at this difcourfe, that he rather difcovered an 


D 2 inward 
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inward pleafure that he had conceived in the freedom 


and prudence of it. And after he had rendred him — 


his thanks for dealing with hira fo impartially, he be- 
feeched him that he would not think it fitto fpare his 
pains which he had already with no fmall fuccefs be- 
gun to beftow; but that he would make a poor foul 
fo happy as to let it know from that mouth which he . 
perceived would not deceive or mif-guide it, that dif- 
ficult, long, and dangerous way which leads to Ferz- 
falew. 1 amnot ignorantindeed (continued he ) how 
much many men are wont to ftartle and boggle at 
- thofe terrible words; but I thank my God they ftrike 
no terrour atall into my heart, nor move me one jot — 
from the refolution which I hope is immoveably {fet- 
led in it, of going to that blefled place. For fo much 
have I heard ofthe glory of it, that I am apt to think 
of nothing elfe ; and fol may but come in fafety thi- 
ther at the laft, I matter not at all what the way may 
be which carries me unto it. Oblige me therefore 
I befeech you fo much as to be my Guide,and to chalk 
out the way forme, I am confident you will not re- 
pent of your labour,when you fhall fee your diredtions 
obferved with as much faithfulnefs and care as they 
are by you delivered. And as for the truft which [ 
repofe in your {kill and fincerity, Iam as confident b 
what I difcern already,that I fhall as little repent of ir, 
as you will of your taking meinto your tuition. { | 
doubt not at all but I thall be better taught than yet I 
have ever been; and if the world judge otherwile, I 
befeech you do not take me for one that meafures 
mens worth by their efteem with the vulgar fort,or by 
the favour they have obtained to be commended b 
the mouth of common fame. The Vulgar themfelves 
have whipt her about the world as a lewd Strumpet ; 


and 
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and we have a plain faying, That the common report — 
hath too often a blifter upon her tongue. | Therefore 
{peak Sir, Iintreat you, and let me know what you 
are from your ownmouth, and not from other mens. 

For as I neverintended to truft my neighbour to chufe 
my opinions for me, and to difpofe of my belief; fo-do- 

_ IT never mean to refign my mind to be ftamped with 
thofe Characters that they fhall pleafe to make of men, 
and of their qualities. I never yet beheld fo many, 
Saints as they have created and worfhipped; nor can 
I take all thofe for Devils, whom they are plealed to 
defie and abominate. | | 


Cre VI I. 
The Guide difcovers his fincere and upright Intentions. 


1 Cannot relate how much this devote perfon was 
__ ft over-joyed to hear this welcome language 5 but the 
Reply which he made him, did give no {mall indi- 
cations.of a great Contentment which he took in the 
Anfwer he had recived. You cannot think it (faid 
he) a greater happinefs tobe inftructed by me, than 
‘I do to find a perfon both fo defirous, and fo capable 
of inftruction. It gratifies me very much, I affure 
you, to find fuch a good will in you (which is no 
{mall ftep in your way to Jerufalem ) efpecially fince 
I fee it fo unmoveable, that it is not like by any thing 
which may happen to be fo much as fhaken, Your 
refolution truly is admirable; andI cannot tell you 
what pleafant emotions I felt within me to behold fo 
little amazement appear in your foul at the dreadful 


noife of trouble, pains and danger. You are excel- 
: lently 


22 
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lently qualified, I fee, for this undertaking; and 
without flattery I tell you, there never was any in 
my opinion better appointed for this journey, if you — 


e Pilgrim. 


can but maintain fo much courage and patience as you 


promife; and will, without quarrelling, murmuring - 
or troubling your felf about the afironts which 
may be put upon you, pafs on your way , as if you 


met with nothing that did difpleafe you. But above — | 


all, it highly pleafes meto hear you fay, That the 


_ place whither you would go, is fo much in your 


heart, that you think of it more than any thing elfes; 
For fomething relating to that, contains the greateft 


_ part of the Advice which Iam to give you, And as 


for my felf, fince you will not be prepoflefled and 


- foreftalled with the common opinions, and the voice 
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of fame, I will be fo juft as tolet you know the very 
worft of me. I remember that Fursus Crefiniws , a 
Peafant that lived near to Rowe, was defamed in 
ancient times by many people of that City, and ac- 
cufed for bewitching the Lands of his neighbours, 
which though of larger extent, were not wont to 
yield fo fair a Crop as his few Acres. To fuch an 
height did their jealoufies.and envy arife, that a 
charge was drawn up again{ft him; and ftanding in- 
dicted of fuch unlawful means to inrich himfelf, and 
undo others, a day‘of hearing was appointed, where- 
in he was to receive a publick trial. What courledo 
you think now the poor man took to confute their 
calumnies, and juftifie his own innocence? Truly no 
other but this would he refolve upon; to bring along 
with him onthe day of his appearance all the Inftru- 
ments of Husbandry , whereby he ufed to cultivate 
the ground, and {pread them before his judges. So 
he did, and made his defence in this fort. If I be 


guilty — 
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guilty of any inchantment, behold J here fet before _ 
you all the Tools of that wicked practice, and I call 
all the gods to witnefs, that I have not concealed one 
of them. If there be any faith in man you may_be- 
_ Heve me, that I never ufed any other Wizzardy to 
-make my Land better than.my neighbours, but what 
you will find to lye in thefe Spades, Ploughs, and Oxen, 
together with this my good Daughter. Unlefs you will 
reckon a great deal of pains,long watchings, and much 
_ fweat to be fuch unlawful druggs and poifons, that 

_nonebut Witches ufethem; and thefe I muft confefs 
T cannot produce in open Court, nor find any means 
to fhew them to you. He faid no more, but it was 
enough ; for he was prefently abfolved by the fuffrage 
of allthe Judges, and difmiffed with thofe commen- 
- dations of a good Hufband, which he had well defer- 
ved. This, Sir, is the very picture of my felf, who 
intend. now to make youmy Judge, and hope for as 
favourable a fentence from you before whom I have 
‘been accufed, and asmuch mif-reported as this honeft 
man whom I now named. Ian, it is true, a perfon of 
mall capacity, and lefs learning. There are many of 
my neighbours,to whom I freely yieldthe precedence, 
swho enjoy far greater meafures of wifdom.and know- 
ledge, and exceed meas much in fuch Talents as. the 
compafs of Furius his Land was exceeded by theirs. 
that bordered uponit.. But yet, foitis, that by the 
blefling of God upon my labours, there are many vir- 
tuous Minds and Souls truly large and'generous, that 
acknowledge themfelves to ftand indebted. for what 
they are to my care; and that are efteemed by thofe 
that know them to be ofa more excellent temper than 
thofe who have been managed by many of my litigi- 
ous neighbours... This hath gained’ me too many evil 
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eyes,and I am thought to ufe fome Arts of Fafcination 
whereby to allure the beft difpofitions into my ac- 
quaintance and fociety. Thenthey will have it, that I 
mingle fubtil potions for them, and that they imbibe 


{uch crafty Do€tfines from me, as teach them all waies 


of rcndring themfelves more fair and plaufible than any 
others in their whole behaviour, in order to the be- 
witching of more mento become their Dilciples. This 
is the beft language they will allow to the good man- 
ners wherein I ftady to educate them; for their envy 


and vexation will not fuffer them to give their holy 


lif tie name of Piety, though all acknowledge it car- 
ries the thew of better fruit than isbrought forth by . 
the lazy and idle pretenders to Faith and. Devotion. 
But God knows how far I am from teaching any 
thing but the naked and undifguifed practice of real 


Godlinefs. And you fhall know alfo how little lam 


guilty of evil defign, or finifter method of winning to 
my {elf Difciples. For I will lay before you the plain, _ 
fimple and unartificial Rules that I give unto them 5 
which will appear to beas far remote from all fubtil- 
ty and craft, asthe Plough, the Spade,.and the Har- | 
row are from incantation, fpells, and fociety with in-_ 
fernal {pirits. All that 1 beg of you to the making of 
you profit under my hand, and to reap an abundant 
fruit by my labour to inftrucé you,is that you will con- 
tribute fome of your own pains to be joyned with 
mine; and that you willufe yourbeft diligence both 


‘to receive and underftand thofe feeds of knowledge . 
that I fhallfow in your mind; and to keep them fafe, 


that they may not be loft when they are entertained. 
A little more patience alfo I muft nor forget to require 


of you than Crefiwivs demanded ( for 1 cannot fo foon © 


produce, as he did all the inftruments I muft ule. for 
your | 
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your good) and then I nothing doubt; but if you pur- 
fue your defign according to thofe directions and 
marks that I ihall give you, they will ot fail at laft 
to bring you to the Blefied Place, on which you have 
fet your heart. | , 
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He begins his advice: and after the' Grand Direétion : 

which contains many of the refi; he gives him fundry 

preparatory Counfels. And above all, tells him that he 
mauft be provided with a frong Refolution, 


Ou fhall find me obedient, replyed the Pilgrim, 

in all things unto your Precepts; for truly my 
heart, as you are pleaféd to remember, is very much 
upon Ferufalem. And fince it touched me with no 
_. fmall joy to hear you fay , That there was fomething 
belonging to this affection I have for Ferufalem, which 
would comprehend a great part of the Directions you 
hadto give me about the way thither, if it will tot 
look like the arrogance of directing you how to place 
your Inftructions 3 let me be fo bold as to defire before 
you fay any thing elfe, that I may know what the 
eeneral advice is which you have to beftow upon me. 
It is well done, replyed the Guide, that you have put 
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mein mind of that paflage in my former difcourfe, — 


And I am obliged,I think, to praife you for it, both be- 
caufe it argues that you diligently attend to what I 
fpeak, and becaufe it cannot be better placed than 
where you would have ic, in the very entrance of 
thofe Directions that youareto carry along with you. 


And’ to make my Counfel the more portable, and fe 
. AS e 
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be comprifed in as {mall room ascan be, that which 
I mean is nothing elfe but this. As you pafs along in — 
the way that I fhall tell you of, it will be of great ufe 
to youto have thefe few words alwayes in your mind, 
and fometimes upon your tongue, I aM NoucurT, 
Thave nought, I defire nought, but only to be in fafety with 
Fefus at Jerulalem. This one fentence you fhall fee 
hath fo much in its bowels, that if you draw forth the 
virtue of it,and diligently obferve it, my life for yours, 


you fhall not fail in a-competent time to arrive at the 


top of your defires. 
Indeed, faid the Pilgrévz, methinks I feel that I have 


received very great inftruction already from you, and 


I did not think to have learned fo much in {fo fhort a 
fpace, and by fofmall a company of words. Sureyou 
have given me fome Spirits, and the very extract of . 
things,elfe I could not ‘have fo fuddenly felt the power 
of thefe words diffufing it felf through my whole foul. 

Tam ftrangely refrefhed by them, and they have gi- | 
ven me fuchatafte of your fkill, that 1 perceive you 
can inftantly reach my heart when you pleafe but to 
open your mouth 5 and if I were half dead,I perfwade - 
my felf you could revive me in amoment. But yet I 
believe that I fhould be the more inlightened by them, 


and better know their ule; if Imight be beholden to ~ 


, you for an account of the fecrets of which they are — 


compounded, and underftand all the things that are 
contained in them. Do me the favour therefore I 
befeech you to open the fenfe, and difclofe all the — 
force of thofe words, that I may know what meaning 


you have involved in fo brief a fentence. You fhall ~— 


not long be ignorant of that, faid the Guide, if you 
will but have the patience to attend a while to what 
follows as a good preparatory to that difcourfe, and to 

/ all 


- 


ee pe es Ree oie 


~The Parable of the Pilerim. 


a all the reft that concerns your fafe paflage to Jerafalem. 
I muftadvife you, before you enter tipon fo long a 


- journey, or makeany further inquiries,to fee that your 


body be in good health, left you fhould fall into any 
fuch ficknefs by the way as might prove dangerous 


and fataltoyou. And for that end | would allo wih | 


you to take fome Phyfick, the better to prepare your 
delf for Travel; and to difburden Nature of thofe ill 
humours wherewith you may abound, which will at 
-leaft indifpofe you,and make you lazy and foon weary, 
ifthey be not timely difcharged and carried away. 
Now the beft counfels that I can-give you of this kind, 


arethefe that enfue. Firfi, I would have you purge 


your mind of all unworthy thoughts of God, and per- 
- {wade your felfthat he is very good, a lover of fouls, 
and exceeding 'defirous to fee them at Ferufale. Be 
fure you leave not fo much as a fulpicion of his wil- 
lingnefs to make you happy, and to afford ycu fuffici- 
ent means toattain yourend. For you will! not be 
able to ftir a foot in your way, if you bear any jealou- 
fies about you, that God may not favour your under- 
taking, nor go along with you.. You have been bred, 
its like, ina great deteftation of Superftition, and may 
have heard fo many declamations out of the Pulpie 
_again{t it, that you may think it thunder-ftruck ma- 
ny years ago: but let me tell you, that if you cherifh 
not goed thoughts of God inyour mind, all your Re- 


ligion will degenerate into this {purious and bale- ~ 


born devotion. In ftead of that free and friendly 
converfe that ought to be maintained between God 
and his creatures,you willonly flatter himin a fervile 
manner, and bribe him notto be your enemy. Donot 
imagine that I abufe this word Superfition, or that 
you are in no-danger to fill into ir, for there are 
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‘none more guilty ofit, than they that feem to be moft 
abhorrent from it. Did you never obferve what a 
terrible image of God there is erected in moft mens . 
minds, and how frightful their apprehenfions are 
when they look upon it? Never was there any Devil 
more cruel, or fought more to devour, than they have 
painted ‘him in their fouls. How is it poflible then 
they fhould addrefs themfelves with any confidence 
and pleafure to him? How can they entertain any 
chearful and friendly fociety with a Being which ap- 
pears ina drefsfo horrible to them? And yet wor- 
thip him they mutt for fear of incurring his difplea- 
fure, and left their neglects of him fhould rouze u 
his anger againft them. Now between this neceflity - 
of coming to him, and that fearfulnefs to. approach - 
him, what can there be begotten but a forced and 
conftrained devotion; which, becaufe they do not 
Jove, they would willingly leave, did net the dread 
and horrour they have in their fouls of him,drag them 
to his Altars? And what are they wont to do there > 
Truly nothing but make faces, and whine, and cry, 
and look as if they were going to execution, till they 
can flatter themfelves into fome hopes that he is moved 

- by thefe pittiful noifes, and forced fubmiffions, to lay 
alide his frowns, andcaft a better afpect upon them, — 
But then his nature remains the fame ftill, and they 
fancy that he delights in the blood of mens though 
for that time he was. pleafed to {mile a little upon — 
them. Andtherefore they are conftrained to renew 
thefe flavifh devotions, and to fawn again upon him, ~ 
that they may purchafe another gracious look from 
him. In this circle do thefe poor wretches {pend their 
ayes, and advance. not one ftep toward Jerufelem. 
For as there can be little comfort tothem I {hould™ 
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think in fuch grim {miles: So you cannot imagine that 
it can be acceptable to God to fee men croutch in this 
-fafhion tohim, and out of meer fear afford him their 
unwilling proftrations. No, this, ifany thing in the 
world is that which ought properly to wear the name 
of Superflition. A devotion which hath noinward 
{pring in the heart, no life nor {pirit in it; and by con- 
_fequence is void of all favour and tafte to them that 


perform it. It is fottifhnefs tothink that God willbe. 


contented with that which hath no better original 
than outward compulfion, and in its own nature is 
deadand heartlefs, dry and infipids and yet no better 
_ fervice will you prefent him withall, unlefs you frame 
a lovely, fair image of him in your mind 3 and alwayes 
reprefent him to your felf as moft gratious, kind, and 
tender-hearted to his creatures. Let this therefore 
be your firff care, not only to form fuch a beautiful 
_Idéa of him, but alfoto fettle and fix it{fo firmly in 
your heart, that nothing may be able to pull it out. 
Then will you be prepared to follow all my other 
~ counfels, and moft chearfully alfo. refign your felf to 
the-obedience of the hardeft commands. This will 

make you abfolutely give up your felf to the Divine 

Will, and toembrace it freely alfo as moft to be cho- 

fen, and that for it felf and its owninnate goodnefs. 
You will think that nothing but good can come from 

this good God, and therefore you will fubmit to his 

Laws as loving commands,and not as imperious,tyran- 

-nical Impofitions. You will deny your felf in any 
_thing’that he would have you, that you may be made 
better than your felf, by becoming like tohim. « But 
otherwife I muft tell you (and it is no new obfervation 
~ neither) that if your conceptions of him be not fuchas 
make you heartily love him; as you will ferve a 
only 
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ly witha forced obedience , fo you will obey him 
with afordid and niggardly affection. _ You will be 


very fcanty and {paring in thofe duties which are of 


greateft moment, and moft pleafing to him 3 and ftud 

only to exprefs your liberality in things of lighter 
concernment, and fuch are moft pleafing to your felf. 
Nay, things of your own devifing you will be more 
ready to heap upon him as fo many courtefies where- 
by you fhall oblige him; than to render him thofe 
fervices that are appointed by himfelf, which will be 
the lefs grateful, becaufe they are his will whom you 


- cannot love. This isever the fruit of hard and penu- 


rious thoughts of God, that they fhrivel up mens 4earts 
too, and make them needy and penurious in the ex- 
preflions of their love and obedience to him; and 


more forward to give him any thing than that which 


he moft defires. 

But I think I might have left you to deduce thefe 
things your felfwho have a capacity I fee for greater 
mattcrs, and therefore I fhall fhortenthe reft of thefe 


kind of counfels and forbear all.long Difcourfes and 


Comments upon them. Secondly, Then it muft be 
your care when your mind hath recovered right 
thoughts of God, to purife your intentions throughly, 
and to fee that they be clear and unfpotted in his 


fight. Spread your very heart before him, and defire_ 


kim that you may have his love, and that he would 
deal with you, as you fincerely aim at nothing, but 
only tobecome what he would have you. Tell him 
that you meanin the greateft fimplicity of your foul 


to do his will. Proteftto him a thouland times that ° 


you defire above all things to know what that good, 
that perfect and acceptable will of his is, Let him 
know that you are fo paflicnately bent to pleaie him, 


that 


p. Ehe Parable of the Pilgrim. 
- that you would not ftick to purchafe the underftand- 
ingot his pleafure at the rate of the whole world, if — 
It was in your difpofal. This will prepare you in the’ 
_ third place to throw out the fluggifh humour which is 
in all our natures, and to difpofe your will with true 
fervour to attend this bufinefs of fearching out the 
will of God. Ingage yourfelf as folemnly as youcan 
‘tobe very diligent in finding out the truth. Perfwade 
your mind not to reft contented with that which firft 
offers it felf to your hands, but to examine and prove 
__-allthings, and then to hold faft that which is good. 
Tt isa fault toocommon,that men take things upon the 
credit of othersby whom they are brought to them; 
and not upon their own credibility. The reafon of 
which is no other but this, that in the one way we 
make a purchafe of them at a cheap rate, or rather 
have them for nothing but in the other they will 
not come fo eafily, but coft no fmall- pains to acquire 
_ them. There is a kind of impatience alfo in fome 
natures which is not able to fufter any delayes:. And 
this being joyned with afoftnefs and delicacy which 
is afwornenemy toall manner of ‘trouble and pains 5 
it renders men very willing to {pare themfelves the 
length and tedioutnefs of an enquiry, together with 
all the difficulties of a choice. Hence it comes to pals 
that they love at firft fight, and fuffer others to chufe 
their belief for them: and then afterwards they re- 
tain by cuftome and pretcription, that which they 
took but by chance and preoccupation. Make an 
efiay therefore of the patience which you promife in 
your whole journey,-at the very entrance of it; and 
let your diligence to know the will of God be an 
earneft of that you mean to ufe in the doing of it. 


And as I would have you free your felf from this lazy, 
credulous 


credulous humour; fo let it be your #ext care torid- 
your mind of its oppdfite, obft'nate Incredulity. Let — 
not the cure of one ficknefS be the caufe of another, 
_ nor that which takes away your foftnefs and eafinefs 
to believe, render you hard and impenetrable by all 
the impreffions of truth. Imploy the thoughts which | 
I would have you fpend in ferious inquiry, to poffefs 
your mind witha ftrong perfwafion of the certainty 
of Chriftian Religion, and with a right under{tanding 
of the truedefign of that glorious Revelation. For 
that both gives you fuch a profpect of the Blefled 
place you are going to, as no where elfe can be met 
withall ; and directs you to fuch a courfe of real piety 
as plainly leads unto it. And the more confident you 
grow that Jefus is the Son of God (as the voice from 
Heaven witnefled) that he is the Lord of Life, and the 
King of Glory ; the furer will you tread all the way 
you go, and the lefs danger there will be of ftumbling ; | 
The founder alfo and more healthful will you grow, 
fo as not to faint, much lefs to forfake the Chriftian 
courfe. And zexé tothis I befeech you ufe the great- 
eft diligence to provide, that your Faith, which is to 
do allthings in your journey, be not it felf infected 
with the common difeafe of {loth and idlenefs. Be 
fure to purge your foul from all the droufie and phleg- 
matick opinions you may have aboutit, which ftifle 
and choak the very {pirit and life of it. Do not ceafe 
“till you have freed it of all ob{tructions, and rendred | 
it foattive and vigorous, that you can be confident 
in its own nature it will neceflarily produce an holy 
Life. Suffer it not to reft, no not in Chrift himfelf, 
till ic animate you toa free and chearful obedience to 
all hiscommands. Let it give your foula fenfe that 
the whole of Religion is comprehended in this one 
powerful 
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powerful word. Letit em asa poynt fro 
the lines of your duty are drawn: like a fite inthe. 
middle of a room, fending out its heat on every fide in’ 
an ardent love of God, and of your Brethren. Efteem 
it, I mean fuch an hearty perfwafion of the Truth and: 
| Goodnels of all that Chrift hath fpoken, that by. the 
~ force and virtue’ of it you become obfequious to his 
will in all things, Morden 
And. having effected this, then fearch your Con- - 
-  fcience very narrowly to find out all the fins whereof 
you ftand guilty : ‘fome of which may lurk fo fecurely, 
or look fo demurely,that a Faith which is not very bu- 
fie, may either not efpy them, or let them pafs for no 
offences.. Thefe muft allbe purged out and left be- 
hind, as things that can by no means be permitted to 
go along with-you. And for that end let me advile 
you tounload your foul of them all by humble confe/- 
feow s andif any ofthem lye asanheavy burden upon 
you, to repair to your {piritual Phyfician, that he | 
may helpby hiscounfel and prefcriptions to cafe you 
of them. And in the laft place, Let all thefe be at- | 
‘tended with a {trong Refolution, that though your fins 
fhould follow, and call after you, and beg to have but 
one word with you 5 they fhall be fo far from receiving 
. any entertainment, that you will not fo much as enter 
., into fpeech with them, nor liften to the voice of any of 
their temptations. I willnet deny but that it isa dif- 
ficult thing not tolend fo much asa goad look to anold 
‘acquaintance 3 yet it will appear much otherwife to 
thofe who ‘confe/s their fins fo as to hate them, and to 
purge themfelves from all affection to them. That 
therefore. you. muft give meleave to fubjoyn to this 
-. Advice, That you do not content your felf with fuch 
.Phyfick as cleanfeth only the firft paflages, and carries 
oe F away 
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away no more than the groffer humours out of the 
greater chanels of your life; but that you adminifter 
{ach as will fearch intothe furtheft parts of your foul, 
and cleanfe the fpirit from all its defilements. You 
mutt not leave behind fo much as a good opinion of 
any evil way. Not the fmalleft kindnefs for it, or if it be 
poflible any inclination to it muft be fuffered to re- 
main. For this you know undid no lefsthan fx hun- 
dred thoufand Travellers to Feru/alem iu ancient times, 
and left all their carkaffes buried inthe Defarts; who 
left Egypt, as you now are going to forfake the world 5 
but it wasin their Bodies only, and not in their hearts 
and affections. Their mouths watred ftill at the re- 
membrance of theFlefh and Coleworts, the Garlick 
and Onyons: andithey hada fecret inclination which 
could not be long concealed to return to thofe injoy- 
ments, which they had:abandoned. They Joved the 
Country from whence they were departed, though 
they hated the bondage: And it was not fo much the 
evil cuftoms, as the cruelties of that Land, which 
made themfigh for deliverance. Which is-but:the 
type and picture of thofe perfons now, wholeave their — 
finful waies.and practices refolving never to.return 
to them; but yet they ‘bear them a great good / will, 
and could be very well: pleafed if they could gain a 
permiffion to enjoy them, andnot-bedamn‘dto the 
‘bargain. They are oftencafting a. kind and favour- 
‘able look towards them; it tickles themtothink how 
happy they thould be if they could fometimes keep 
them company, and fuffer nothing by it, ot is not their 
‘fins that they are fallen out withall, butfome of their 
followers that wait ‘uponthem:: their fmiles and fa- _ 
lutes they receive with joy 5 and fearnothing-but the 

ting which appears in the tail of them. We arewont,, 
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you know, tocompare fuch perfonsto thofe fick men 
who dare not tafte of the falt meats, and the raw fruit 
which they fee their friends eat. before them, becaufe 
_the Phyfician afluresthem, that Death lies in ambuth 
under every morfel. But they {peak of them with fuch 
a guft, that (as we fay) they lick their lips at thole 
difhes : They fancy them to be very favoury bits: they 
have a great longing for them; and the very {cent of 
them is fo delicious, that they wifh very vehemently 
they were not forbidden fruit. If they think not 
fometimes, that fure a little tafte of them would do 
them noharm 5 yet they fhould efteem themfelves far 
‘happier men than they are, if they were not tyed to 
fuch feverities. Infuchfort dothofe Pilgrims hanker 
_afcertheir forfaken fins in their former evil courfess 
who hate not them, but only the mifchief which they 
fear from thems and are not fo much their enemies, 
as friends to eafe and a quiet confcience. ‘They would 
not forbear them, did not fo great miferies threaten to 
come along with them 5 and their defires fhould not 
want fatisfaction, were they not combated with con- 
trary defires of avoiding the trouble which that will 
give them. Let me tell you, itis a thoufand to one 
but they will find the meansin fome favourable occa- 
fion to infinuate themfelvés into their fociety again. 
‘They.are not banifhed.to fo-great adiftance , as long 
-as they hold the placethey had intheir ‘hearts 5: but 
they may be reftored and havethe liberty to return 
into their ancient embraces. This forced abftinence is 
fo painful, and their enjoyment is fo f{weet, that they 
will live in hope of a reconciliation. The fin and the 
danger will not ever feem fo infeparable. Their af- 
¥ections -will make them lue fora diverce, which ina 
Court where'they are Judges may be ealily obtained. 
Ce} ‘There 
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“There are many Arts of blaunching thefouleft mat= — 
ters: And virtue doth not fo challenge to its felf the 
fole priviledge of being innocent, but vice will very 
_ often pretenduntoit. It knows how to put it felfin- 
to an harmlefs drefg; and to pafs under fuch borrowed 
titles, as fhall conceal it fromthe knowledge of thofe, 
who are afraid of nothing but its name and its punifh- 
ment. Love is furnifhed with as many excufes, as it 
hath defires; and is fullof wit and addrefs to obtain 
ts end. They cannot belong qa who are alrea- 
dy joyned in their affections 5 no can any danger be 
{a great that lyes between to divide them, but it will 
be furmounted by that which hath already overcome 
themfelves, So great need there is that reafon 
fhould fee to the implanting of this paffion which 
will fo foon overtop it; and to provide that it be 
of a generous andnoble ftock, feeing itis like ever 
after to be its Lord and Mafter. It isin vain to objet 
inconveniences tothem, who know none fo great as 
thofe of being denyed their defires. They: are afraid 
indeed of trouble and pain; but whocantell which is 
_ the moft grievous; that which they feel, or that which 
they fear? the prefent mifery of wanting. what they 
love, or the future of induring that which they hate ? 
Doth not the former think you touch them with a 
quicker fenfe, being a prefent and a conftant evil, and ~ 
fo moft certain to be fuflered : whereas the other be- 
ing to come, may feem doubtful whether it will come 
or no, and when it doth come, may not coft them half 
that pain, which they mutt confli@ withall to avoid jt? 
It is a torment they find, to live in reftlefs longings, 
but they hope it will not be fo great to give them fatis- 
faction, They cannot rid themfelves of the former,but 
they are periwaded they may foon_be eafed of the 


latter. 


I 


ees, , 
ee 3 


‘e 


~ attere. After- they ha 
fatisfaction, they doubt not withlefs trouble to give it 


to God, than they could have denied it to themfelves. . 


It is but repenting, they think, of the fact (a bufineS 


 ofno great trouble, and foon over) and then God and 


they are both pleafed ; They by doing evil, and heby 
their forrow for what they have done. Nay, they may 
feem to have done more for Gods fake than for their 
own, becaufethey enjoyed but only a fingle pleafure 
themfelves, whilft they have indured a double torment 
for him: One in.denying folong to follow their de- 
fires, and another in their regret for following of them 
now. .I hope then yoware convinced , that for the 


-- continuance of your good Refolution, you ought not to 


permit fo much as the leaft affed/ioz to any {in, to go a- 
long with you. It will foon, you fee, march after, if 
you carry fucha friend to itabout you; and though it 
_ follow ata diftance at the firft, yet it will purfue you 
— ‘fo hard ‘at laft, as fuddenly to overtake you , or to 
Jpeak more truly, it will bring you back again, and 


caufe you to retreat into itsquarters. You muft puc 


“your fancy therefore out of conceit with it; and pofiefs 
~ your mind with odious reprefentations of it. You muft 

loathe it, not asa fick man doth the meats on which he 
‘hath furfeited, but as an healthful perfon doth thofe to 

which he bears a particular.antipathy in his confti- 
‘tution, You muft not abftain fromit only as a thing 
forbidden, but difguft it asthat which deferyes to ‘be 


forbidden. | 


You fee how careful 1 am to eftablifh this Refolution 


in your foul, becaufe indeed very much depends upon 
- it, which hath made me to enlarge thisdifcourfe to-a 
length beyond that which I intended, And truly it 


will coft you fo much pains to form it; there.will fo 
| many, 


ve given their defires their full 


im? Ds 


Tih. ae 
many enemies oppofe it; and perhaps when you your 
ele Pall think tha it hath fetled it felf in your heart, | 
there will be fo much ftill wanting tocompleat itsthat __ 
- [have aninclination Cif it will not quite tire your pa- 
tience ) to adda few words more about the nature of 
this Refolution. You will lofe no time,{ am fire, by this 
means, nor fhall] hinder you in your intended Pilgri- 
mage to Feru/alemsbut as the foundation well laid doth 
aflure the fuperftructure, andone foot firmly planted 
doth make the next ftep more fecure 5 fo will the firft 
part of your journey well performed,render all the reft 
more eafie and fafe to you. It is of great avail, you 
cannot be ignorant, inall cafes to begin well. There is 
nothing more imports to the happy or difaftrous iffue 
ofany affair, than What manner of entrance we make 
upon it: and therefore let me not feem tedious to you, if 
1 detain you here a while before we advance further, 
and iff make you ftand ftill for a time, when you have 
a great mind, I believe, to be going forward. | 
[ fubmit my felf'to your wifdom, faid the Pil- 
grim, and éntreat you not to confult my defires at all, 
but only my Necefficy. Or if you would befure to do 
what pleafes me ; know that you undertake an impof- 
fible task, unlels you'take the liberty to fay ‘what you 
think will difpleafe me. If you lofe any time, it muft 
- be by afking my leave tofay your mind. I fhall not 
think that you are guilty of making me ftand ftill, un- 
“Tels you ftay toobtain my confent,that you may go for- _ 
ward in your difcourfe. This will be the only gricvous 
thing than can befall me while 1 amin your company 5 
and if you have a mind to exercife my patience,it mult _ 
be by fufpecting me impatient of your wholefome 
counfels. Go on Sir,I befeech you ; and give me reafons 
for what lamtodo, but not for what lam to hear. 


Tire 


__. Tire me if you can with your Precepts, but not with 
any moreofyourPetitionsttome = = = 
You fhall have no-caufe hereafter, replyed the Di- 
reor, to complain of that matter; For a pledge of 
which promife you fhall receive no other anfwer to 
what you have faid, but only this new promife ; That 
if I cannot ferye you by the truth of what Ifay, yet the 
liberty and freedom of my {peech fhall make you know © 
that Fintend to.do you fervice by revealing to you my 
very heart.. 3 alenes tia me 


Cap. IX. 


A more particular Difcourfe of Refolution: aud of the 
manner bow to forne fuch an one as will be found and 


jim. “> 


® Et itbe obferved then, that the placing of this 
fl, Difcourfe concerning Refolution at the end of my 
other Counfels was not without defign; for I would 
give youtounderftand, that it isnot of any worth if 
it be.not ufhered in by precedent confideration. This 
muft jead the way, or elfe no folid purpofes. 
will follaw after. You muft firft be well acquainted 
with your duty, before you.can refolve to contract a 
‘perpetual .friendfhip with-it. Do not think thae 
this.is.a note too trivial and vulgar to havea place 
among my inftructions; for I tell you truly, there are 
 buttoomany, whowhen they are beft difpofed, will 
refolve,todo they;know not what: who make large 
-promifes of thofe things, for the performance of which 
they are -furnifhed with Jittle power , lefs will, and 


fearce any knowledge at.all. ‘They will undertake a: 
iy elas | Pilgrimage 


yo te le of the Pilgrim. 
Pilgrithage tothe Holy Land before they knowa foot’ 
ofthe way,or make enquiry how far it is thither. They 
will levy war againit an enemy , of whofe numbers, 
{trength and policy they are utterly ignorant. And _ 
what wonder thenisit, if they afterward let fall an — 
‘enterprize that was begun rafhly, and to which they | 
‘were not carried by their judgment, but hurried by 
their blind and precipitant paffion. Of this fort the 
man in the Gofpel feems to have been, who faid at the 
firft word, that he would go whither his Father bade. 
him; but afterward his fervour cooled, and he thought 
good to take his eafe and reft himfelf. _ I fancy fuch a 
perfon to bear fomerefemblance toa Child, who ha- 
ving, offended: his Father, comes and falls upon his 
knees fora pardon, to the grant of which the*good © 
man is already inclined. But then he faith, My Son, 
you muft be careful hereafter of your duty in fuch ~ 
“things as I {hall require a proof of your obedience; and 
I muft injoyn you fucha courfe of life as will keep you 
in my favour, and finally leave you my blefling. - And 
before he can have finifhed half a fentence of what he 
hath to give him in charge, the youth takes the words 
out of his mouth, and replyes, Yes Sir; All fhall be - 
pun@ually:done which you defire; You fhall never | 
take me inany fault again, nor have caufe to complain 
of my difobediénce.. I am refolved to be as obfervant 
of you inevery thing, as any Child in the world can 
be, Let mebut.have yeur pardon, and doubt*not of — 
my conformity to -yourpleafure. But all this ‘while 
itis the pardon upon which he ‘hath fixed his«mind, 
and he hath fo little regard to the conditions’ upon 
‘whichit is to be beftowed, that he hath not the-pa- 
tience to_hear them particularly remembred. The 
_ joy. which he conceives from the hope’of-hisFather's 
Gud 3 ~ love 


rs hac ot ied 


vi The Parable of the Pilerim. — 
‘fove, throws him headlong into a confent, before he 
confider the inftances , wherein the fincerity of his 


heart will be tryed and brought to the teft. Thefe may. 


prove as crofs to his will, as to enjoy his Fathers good 
_affection 1s agreeabletoit : and that which wasfo ha- 
ftily refolved, will not be fo {peedily put in execution:: 

Though he fancied that he would not ftick at a thou- 

fand things topleafe his Father; yet when he hears 


them named, perhaps there is not one of them that_ 
will bef pleating to himfelf, as to find him ready to. 


performance. Such truly are the motions which ma- 
ny men feel in their fouls'while the Treaty is managed 
between God and them concerning their return to him 
to ferufalem. Theyareverygladto hear of a truces 
_and their hearts leap for joy to think of returning into 
his favour, and feeing his face in that Royal City. As 
long as the Propofals ruz-in general terms, that they 
muft'do'the will of God, and run the wayes of his 
Commandments, they find no difficulty to accord him 
his defires. They readily yield to fubmit to his pre- 
cepts, and fay, It is pity they fhould live who will not 
ferve {uch a Matter. ‘ferufalem is a place of {uch glo- 
ry, that while their thoughts pofte thither, they eafily 


Jeap over all the difficulties which are in their way to © 


it. But if you defcend from hence to thofe particu- 
ar differences which have been between Heaven and 
them; if you {top them a while in their Carriere, te 
acquaint them feverally with every thing that will ex- 
-erciletheir patience inthe journey: They appear as 
defirotis in fome cafes to retain their own will, as be- 
fore they feemed forward in all to be refigned to hiss 
and it 1s manifeft there are fome courfes to’ which 
_ their hearts are more wed, than to ferufalew.. They 
do not like things fo well in the pieces, as in the jump. 

They 


At 


wae oy 


The Parable of the Pilerzm, i iti 
They dowith their duty as men do with bitter Pills 
which they can {wallow whole; but if they chaw 
them, prove fo diftaftful, that they are ready to {pie 
themout again. Thefe good motions indeed enjoy 
the name of holy purpofes, and men think that now 
their hearts are fully fet towards Gods but they de- 
ferve rather to be called Natural Propenfions, than Vo- 
luntary Purpofes 5 and areto be efteemed the Zveclina- 
tion of the foul, rather than the Refolwtion. For the 
forming therefore of this, I muft leave with you thefe 
three directions, in which I fhall comprize the fafeft 
advice that I can think of ina bufinefs of this moment. 
« Finft, You muft know, that a good Refolution is ne- 
ver founded, but upon a particular confideration of 
every thing that is undertaken by you, after you have 
weighed them, and propofed them to your Will feve- 
rally, one by one. And therefore you, having it in 
your heart to go to Jerufalem, think ferioufly how ma- 
ny mile it isthither, and get an exact information of _ 
every ftep of your way to its Set down in writing 
every thing that is to be done,and all the events which 
are liketo meet you in every {tages and then as you. 
go along in your meditation, afk your heart if it dif 
like no paflage, and will not be tempted in fome oc- 
currences to turn afide. Remonftrate to it, that in 
fuch a place your appetite will be tempted with geni- 
al entertainments; and pray it to deal freely with you, 
and declare whether it can deny to it inordinate fa- 


‘tisfaction. Tell your heart, that before you have 


gone many paces more, the wants of a poorer man. 
thanyour felf will follicite your charity, and defire to 
know if it can do good, and truft God for the repay- 
ment of it. Reprefentto it, how highly you may be 


provoked at the next ftep by the infolence of fome 


unruly. 


The Parable of the Pzlgrim. 


unruly Traveller, and demand whether the paftion of 
anger can fuffer a bridle tobe put uponit. . And fo 
laying before your eyes all the paths of oe , 


_. Righteoufnefs, and Godlinefs, which I may hereafter 


mark and chalk out for you,ask your heart, What doft 


thou think ?- What doft thou conclude,upon a ferious 


view of allthe way tolife > Shall we confent to take 
thiscourfe? or fhall we balk fome’ of thefe paths? 
What fay {ft thow? Shall we be fober in our opinions 
of things, in our thoughts of our felves, in our defires, 
_ in our angers, in our eating and drinking (with all the 
reft which you muft enumerate )? Shall we walk in 
peaceablene(s, and.in patience, and in humility, and in 


purity?Or {hall we fhun fome of thefe wayes and divert _ 


into the oppofite rode ? Speak out and let me know 
thy mind. -Whichof thefe doft thou except againft, 
or mult we equally approve of all? And never ceafe 
to put thefe and fuch like queftions diftin@ly to your 
heart,till it give an exprefs confent to every thing that 
_ prefies for a refolution. 

2. But then Secondly, afterthis is done, you muft 
proceed to confider and make choice of every thing 
you intend to undertake with all 1ts appendant incon- 
veniences, and evils which come along with it: Or elfe 
when they fhall’come to face you, your refolution will 
{tart back in fo unexpected an encounter. Enquire 
therefore into allthe difficulties of every part of your 
way: confider the length of the miles, the danger of 
theeves, the badnefs of the weather, the {corching 


heat ofthe Sun, the ftorms and tempefts which may — 


~arife when you crofs the Sea, the hard lodging, the 
coarfe diet, and all the mifchiefs which I fhall fhortly 
fhow you do attend a way fo little frequented as that 
to Ferufalene, Say to yourfelf, Will you be abftemi- 
: . G 2 ous 


ia eas 
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ous from all the pleafures which others riot 1n5. when, 
befides the wantof their misth, you your felf will be- 
come the fubject of it, and be expofed. to their {corn 
and laughter?) When your meeknefs is called cowar- 
dice, can you then curb your anger ? If you be re- 
duced toa poor condition, ‘and become the object of 
that charity which others have received from your 
hands, caf you then believe and not be difcouraged > 
Will you ftill have a good opinion of your choice 
when.youare vilified and condemned for it? — Will 
you pretend to the ftridtnef of this pious. courfe when 
it procures you nothing but mocks and flouts 2 Nay, 
will you hold your way, when you are loaden with 
ftvipes >. Willyou march on with a chain about your 
leg, or arope about your neck ? Do not truft your 
fouls till they have made you a pofitive anfwer to 
thefe demands, and given you fatisfaction 5 that, not- 
withftanding all you may fuffer in. your credit, in 
your purfe, in your body, and in your life, they will 
not alter their purpofe of going in thefe wayes to the 
Holy Land, and the City of God. 

3. And then in the Jaf? place, it will much conduce 
-tothefettling of a.conftant Refolution, if you do not 
conclude: too: foon, but weigh all thefe things over 
again. Ask your felfthe next morning, whether you 
{till continue in thefame mind. Know of your foul, 
whether your purpofe was not the effect of a. prefent 

at,and if after the cool of the night you can allow it, 

dit compare.all things deliberately on both fides, 
and laying them in anequal ballance, fo incline and 
determine it felf.. On that fidethere are many plea- 
fures which you muft forego; and onthis. are man 
-pains which you muft indure.. There is a foft and de- 
licate way, and here are {tony.and cragged paths... In 
ithe ob the: 
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the other rode you may enjoy your eafe; but in this 
that I thew you, you muft deny your felf, and labour 
hard to be faved. Do, not the feales incline to the 

- eontrary fide? Will you ftill be in love -witb this 
rough way which leads to Jerw/alem ¢ What have you 
now at handto counterpoife and to weigh down the 

_ advantages which feem to lye on the other fide againft 
your Refolution? ‘You are undone, if you are not 
furnifhed with a multitude of fuch confiderations as 
thefe, ofthe worth and weight of-a foul, of the Glory 
of Ferufalem, of the pleafures that you fhall foon tafte 
in thefe ragged wayes; which you mutt throw into the 
right-hand fcale with all the force of reafon you have. 
Or,in one word, you muft compare the Beginning and 
the End of thefe two together, and then you will foon 
fee the difference. | There isnothing, you think, but 
fweetnefs inthe wayes which I forbid you, till you come 
to the conclufion of your journey, and then. what pro- 
vifion will you find made for you but gall and worm- 
wood? Asonthe other fide you may fancy, there is. 
nothing grows but that bitter herb in the paths 
wherein I would condu& you; yet at the laft how- 
ever you cannot but promife your felf a Garden of 
pleafure. Now, which of thefe will you make your 
choice , to which of them.will you Jean to the pre- 
fent, or to the future good ? To the prefent, no 
doubt, if you bea beaft 5 but to the future fure, if you 
bea man, and not forfaken of your reafon.. For, cons, 
tinue to compare the Lezgth of.thefe two; and fee 

_ howar it is from the beginning of the pleafures inone 
way, andthe pains in the other , to the end of both. 
[sit not a very fhort life of afew dayes, which puts.a’ 
period tothem both? How canit be any great matter 


shen to enjoy the One,. or toendure the other ? Eye 
. then 
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then where thefe end, there is fomething elfe begins, 
and whocan tell the length of that, when the other 
are done and pafled away ? Now the difparity difco- 
vers it {elf Now yourthoughts will befwallowed up 
in a bottomlefs Abyfle. For you can fee noend of 
the pleafures to which one way leads you, nor of the 
pains to which the other brings you. So that you 
may let your Soul know, that this is the fumm of the 
whole bufinefS. Here are on one hand fhort plea- ~ 
fures, and long pains; and on the other, fhore 
pains, and long pleafures. Bid it chufe now, like a 
rational creature, and embrace that which draws the 
will with greateft force unto it. [am fure, there is 
nothing can tempt it to inclinetothe former, but only 
this, that thofe pleafures are prefent, whereas thefe 
that I fpeak ofaretocome. Let it therefore never 


~confider them as meer pleafures,but with this addition 


of short and Long 3 and that will render the difference 
vaftly great, and attract it mightily to the other hand. 
And if the fcalefeem to alter again, becaufe you are 
fure of the prefent, but not of that which is tocome ; 
Here you mutt employ your Faith, to give a weight to 
that which is not yet in Being. Je muft make you 
feel how folid and mafly thofe future enjoyments are, 
and then your work isdone. For when Faith hath 
made them prefewt, as the other are; they themfelves 
are fo ee that it will feem as leight as feathers, 
swhatfoever it be that lyes in the ballance againit 


_ them. 


I believe you {ce by thistime, that it is a matter of 
fome labour, to bring your felf toa thorow Refolution : 
but when it ftands on thefe grounds, I do not appre- 
hend what temptation that fhould be, which can hope 
tothakeit. There is no new thing can prefentit fel¢, 


but 
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but what hath been already confidered, and for 3 
which you are provided: and therefore it will difpair 


“fare (being clearly caft, and having loft the day) of re- 


covering zny place inyour efteem, or being of any 
moment hereafter with you. Its pretenfions being 
quite {poiled, and all that it hath to alledge confuted ; 
it will be to no purpofe again to follicite an heart 
which hath fo folemnly. given it a repulfe, and utterly 


rejected itsfuir. One thing indeed muft not here be 


thence to be put in practice. 


diflembled ; which is the great difference that ap- - 
pears between the fame thing, while it remains in the 
{peculation of our mind, and when it comes forth fronr 
The diftance is wide, it 
muft be confefled between thoughts. and: things. It is. 
not all one to conceive and to bring forth, to difcourfe 
and to pafs to execution. There isa great deal of 
pleafure attends upon our conceptions; and clear 
reafonings are accompanied with a wonderful delight: 
There we eafily mafter defigns; and fighting only with 
the Idzas of things, they. will fuffer themfelves to be 
conquered by us,and taken captives at our wills. Bue 
then, afterall this, we muft cOme out to the other 
part of executing and bringing forth; and there we 
find a ftronger refiftance. Then the faces of things are 
quite changed, and the Soul falls into labour, and fuf- 
fers the throws of travel. It is not the fame thing for 
a Merchant to think of a ftorm, and to be driven with 
the fury of it.A tempeft is fo not frightful in the Port , 
asinthe midftoftheSea. Then it is that perhaps he 
repentsof his Voyage, and wifhes that he was well at 


home again: Or, at leaft, he could be content to be 


driven thither, and there think he had done nobly im 
venturing fo far.as-he did upon the treacherous Ocean. 


And fo truly, Icannat tell. you how great the diffe-- 
: - pence: 


rence may be which you will find between your felf 
hereafter when you cometodo thefethings, and your 
felf now when you are deliberating of them. We 
are now ina place of reft and peace 3 we {peak of 
things abfent, and difcourfe of objets afar off: when 
you and your enemies come to be upon the fame {pot, 
when you are engag’d to do what you have in defign, 
then you may not be the fame man, nor find things in 
- the fame pofture: But that may revolt and oppofe you 
in the operation, which was compliant to you in 
thought, or did not fo much refift you in meditations 
Then you will find that you muft-wraftle ftoutly with 
the difficulties that make head again{t you, and that 
they will put you toa greater proof of your valour 
and conftancy than you might imagine. Then your 
cafe will be very bad if you feel your felf more unwil- 
ling to proceed, than now you are: if you muft be _ 
combating Your own will, when you thould fet upon 
your enemies; if you muft then be deliberating, when 
you fhould be doing, and prevailing over yourfelf , 
when you fhould carry the victory over your oppofers: 
And if you fhould prove hke our Hypocrites, who 
think it isenough torefolve ftoutly, and to make re- 
fiftance, your affairs will {till be in a worfe condition : 
For then you will fairly go back,and fit down to com-’ 
fort your felf with fuch thoughts as thefe; That you 
have gone far enough in undertaking a bufinef§ of fuch’ 
difficulty, though you never effect ic ; and that it is an 
atchicvement Me enough for this world, to fer 
your felf againtt enemies fo mighty, though they get 
the better of you, Thus flatterers have fometimes: 
praifed a Prince’s valour, for having once put his horfe. 
into a rages and extolled his courage for figning a’ 
Treaty of Peace witha great deal ofregret.. 9% | 
es . That 
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a “That you may be conftant therefore and power- 
ful in your Refolution 5 that not you, but your enemies — 
may yield and leave you the victory 5 let me earneftly 
befeech you to reprefent all things which you now un- 
dertake both as truly and naturally 5 and as lively and 

ftrongly as it is poflible to your foul. Think that you . 
~ are now ifluing forth into the field of ation, That at 
this moment you are in the agonies which you mutt 
expect. _ That juft now when you are deliberating of 
thefe things, you feel all the contradi¢tion and refi- 

_ ftance that will be made. And for thebetter fecurity 
of your Refolution, it will be ufeful, ifnot neceflary, to 
renew it every mornitig ; and to go out of your Cham- 
Ber armed asa man that waits for his enemies. Vow 
your heart again unto God as foonas you open your 
eyes, Make a folemn proteftation before him, that 
you mean to continue his faithful fervant, and for no 

_ reafon in the world to be falfe to your undertaking. 

~ Reproach to your felf the bafenefs and cowardice of . 

which you have beenatany time guilty; andfwearto 
him over and over again your conftant fidelity. Say 
with a great courage,! do here in the prefence of God, 

and of my Saviour,and of all the heavenly Holt,devote 

all the forces of my foul to execute his pleafure. 1 re- 
nounce the world; I vowa Pilgrimage to Ferujalems - 

1 will wade thorow all difficulties; I will refufe 

no labours; 1 will beg my bread fo I may come 
fafely thither; This I avow to be my mind ; this Tcon-. 

’  firmand ratifie again without any refervations, claufes 
or exceptions. I will never unfay it, nor revokeit. I 
will never repent of this promife, or of any part of if. 
So help me, O my God. And here it will be feafonable 

_ to make your humble fuit unto him, that he will be 

pleafed tq fortifie your Refolutiontoo, and vouchfate 
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to aid you by the grace of his Holy Spirit. Reprefent 
to him that you are a poor Pilgrim, who have under- 
taken along journey for his fake, and forfaken all for 
noother end, but only to fee him at Feru/alem. And 
therefore tell him,you hope he will notfuffer your de- 
fign to mifcarry ; but that he will make you as valiant 
in your actions, as through his goodnefs you gre alrea- -- 
dy in mind and heart: and that as you have chofen 


Yl 


this way, fo he will uphold your goings in his paths, 


that your footfteps flip not. Shew him all your weak- 
nefles, and how fearful you are of your felf. Tell him 
you are fenfible the doing of his will, is much different 
from knowing and purpofing todoit. And therefore 
pray that he will lefien the difference, or take it quite 
away by his mighty power joyned to you, that you 
may withas much certainty, if not withas much eafe, 
do and effeét, as you have projected and refolved. In 
fhort, offer up your will to him all broken and ‘con- 


trite, that he may put it into what form and pofture 


he pleafes. Shew him an heart that quits all intereft 
init felf, and that would be only led and conducted 
by him. Let him fee you f{tanding quite out of your — 
own will; purely indifferent to all things, but only the 
doing ofhis. Let him know that you mean never to 
callit back, or torefume it into your hands any more, 
though you might poflefs it of all the world thereby, 
And then fure he cannot abandon you, nor fuffer any — 
thing elfe tomakea prey of that which is thus affe- 
Ctionately addreffed unto him. tis not-poffible that 
he fhould refufe the offering you make him, nor can 
he throw away a heart which puts it felf thus humbly 
and fincerely into his hands ; for now it is in the place 
where he would have it, and it doth but -anfwer the 
fummons of furrender which he fent it, He doth not 


 defire 
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_ defire any thing more, than that you would thus refign 


and make over your [elf to him, willing neither one 


_ thing nor other but only this, that he would let you 
_ know what choice to make for your felf ; Then you 
cannot be long ignorant of your duty , nor impotent 


neither; for your Will being overcome, you will foon 


overmafter all other difficulties, either of knowing or 
- doing the will of God, - 


Gar. 
of leaving the world; and how thereby we recover our 
freedon, ; 


| Fe now having reduced things to this ftate, you 
may efteem your felf deferving the name of a 
Pilgriwe, who forfakes his houfe, his wife, his children, 
and all he hath : making himfelf poor and naked, that 
he may travel in his journey more lightly and merrily | 
when there is nothing left that may prove an impedi- 
~ ment untohim. It may feem perhaps a very beggerly 
condition, but let me tell you this before I go any fur- 
ther, that if you can thus fincerely part with all the 
world in heart and refolution; you have got poffef- 
fion of athing which was never yours before, and is 
the greateft riches uponearth, I mean your elf. We 
tell men that it is their duty to take their hearts whol- 
- Jy out of the hands of the world, tolet nothing claim 
fuch anintereft in their affections, that it fhould fay I 
am yours and you are mine: Andthis f{tartles.and 
affrightsthems they think we are goingyo rifle their 
pofleffions and rob them ofall their goods. But if they 
did fee thingsin atrue light a were not a 
2 wit 
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with their paflion,they would thank us for our advice, 


' & think that we come to reftore thema treafure which 


they had loft, and indeed tillnow bad never enjoyed. 
You fhall not take my word long for what I fay 5 - 
but you fhall find before you have travelled very far, 
that you was never happy till you was loofed from 
thofe bonds whereby your heart was tyed to wordly 
things; that you was never Mafter of any thing till 
you was ftript ftark naked of all your earthly affe- 
ctions. Now you will be your own man. Now you will 
be able to do as you will your felf, and to live accord- 
ing to your pleafure. You will now have the power 
to. difpofe of your time and. your thoughts, and all 
things elfe belonging to you, as you fhall think good, 
You will have the liberty to keep yourfelf-company 5 
toentertain your Saviour when he comes to vifit you 3 
to.enjoy God in quiet without any thing to difturb 
yous to converfe with the other world as freely as 
you do with this. Whereas while your heart. was 
chained to any of thefe things which I wifh you to. re- 
nounce, I appeal to you, whether you was.not more 
theirs, then your own. Was younot forced to go 
_ whither they would have you? Did they not draw _ 
you from your felf at their pleafure ? Was you not 
bound, to keep them company; to imploy your time 
in their fervice and attendance 2 Did they not perpe= 
tually ingrofs your thoughts,and follicite your defires, 
and exclude all things elfe befides themfelves from ha- 
ving any place in your heart? In fhort, was you not 
ever from home, and did you not alwayes live out of ’ 
your felf? Let not your poverty then run in your™ 
mind though it fhould be never fo often objected to. 
you, for, you was never pofleffor of any thing till now = 
never rich till you became a Pilgrim: never Mafter of 


of 
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of any thing till you was owner of your elf. Now you 
have recovered your-freedom and your eafe both to- 
gether. Now you may do what you will, and you fhall._— 
“not fuffer as you was wont. You can remember the tor- 
ment [ believe which you indured when any of thofe 
things were either loftor diminifhed,to which you had 


_ ‘Ingaged youraffeCtions. You felt that if we love and 


cleave to any thing, we muft be carried along with it. 
With all its changes (which in this. uncertain world are 
not afew) we mutt {iffer'a changetoo, When it is in 
danger, we fhake and tremble for fear. When it is im- 
paired, weare wounded and cut at the heart for grief, 
When it is loft, we fearce know where we ate,and can- 
not find’our felves. And, in one word, we mutt follow 
the fortune of thefe wordly things if we be wedded to 
them ; infomuch, that there is no remedy but to fue 
out a divorce prefently; becaufe it is an unlawful mar- 
. riage. See then what an happinefs falls to your portion 
when this is once effected and yourinterefts come to 
be feparated by parting you afunder. Now you will 
not be concerned in any of the mutations of the world. 
Now any thing init may depart, and not be followed 
with your lamentations. And, to {peak compendioufly, 
there is nothing ‘can go away from you, which {hall 
- earry you away too, but it will {till leave you your 
felf behind. Fe LF geaaae aati ae 
Let mé incourage you therefore totake the name 
~ and weeds of a Pilgrim upon you,as your honour; and 
to ‘wear them as a glorious mark: of your freedom. 
‘Though you have given your. heart heretofore to the 
world, yet let it know that you do not intend to leave 
ft in her hands: but prefently call it back again that 
you may beftow itupon a better Mafter. Do not we 
_ fay thatevery. Chriftian mutt give himfelfta God, and: 
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hath let out his heart to the “sai ‘It is neceflary 
then that you take it home again in order to your be- 
ing his. You muft be your own} that fo you may give 
your felfto him. You muft be reftored into your 
own hand, that fo you may have fomething to offer up 
to his ufes. And did younever think in any ficknefs 
that you. was near to the gatesof Death? 1 befeech 
you tell me whether it was not a great trouble to -you. 
to find your felf fo much inthe power of other things 
that you could not refign your felf to God ? What 
mifery is there like to this to be fo out of our own 
hands while we live ; that we cannot yield our felves 
to our Maker whenhe would have us dye? To be 
tyed fo faft to other things, that we cannot go to. him 
when he calls us? To feel that this thing holds us, 
and that pulls us, and the other even clafps about us, 
and fayes, You muft not leave us? If there were no- 
thing elfe to thruft you forward in your defign, the 
thoughts of this mifery would be a fufficient {pur to 
you to quicken the execution of it. Reftore your felf 
prefently to liberty again, and be a fervant of the 
world no longer ; if it be but for this reafon only, that 
you may be free to dye. Leave the world as you 
found it : And feeing you muft go naked as you came, 
do not ftay for Death to pluck off your clothes, but 
{trip your felf, and owe your liberty to your. own 
hands. It will notbe long you are well aflured ere 
that debt to nature muft be paid 5 and then there can- 
not be a greater contentment,than to feel that you are 
your own.at that hour: That you can difpofe of your 
felf to God. without any let or hinderance ; and that 
you 
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you candyein the freedom wherein you were born. 


_ If you ftand ingaged to the world, it will be fure to 


put in its claim and challenge an intereft in you at that 
time. It will let you know that it is your Miftrifs, 
and {till requires your fervice. And therefore follow 
your refolution and forfake it betime; that fo'it may 
not give you any trouble then, but fuffer you to go 
out of it, as quietly and with as little care,as you came 
into it, 

He {pake thefe words with a great deal of heat, and 
with a tone expreffing fo much vehemency, that he 
could not have been more earneft if he had been dif- 
puting the liberty of his Country with thofe who in- 
tendedto betrayit. But ona fudden reprefling him- 
felf and letting his voyce fall alittle, he told him that 
he would fpare the reft of his difcourfe on this argu- 
ment for fome body that {tood in greater need of it. 
For I perceive (faid he) that I havenow to deal with 
an heart that hath already began its own deliverance, 
and whofe wearinefs of the Worlds fervice hath 

‘brought it hither to find out a better Mafter. Befides 
(added he) it will not be prudent I think to burden 
you with many things at once: and we are admonith- 
edalfo by the darknefs which comes upon us, that it 
istime to take a fhort repaft and fo commit our felves 
to reft, I havean empty Bed which will begladto - 
receive a Pilgrim, or any one that hath fet his face to- 
ward Jernfalew, being dedicated long ago to Charity. 
And therefore if you intend: to be ruled by me in all 
things, let me lay my injunctions upon you not to ftir 
a foot to feek a lodging in any other place but in my 
houfe, It was a thing of no difficulty, you may eafily 
think to perfwade a man to accept of that, which he. 


much defired; and had already prepared shits 
: beg 


knowledgements for that offer and for all the good — 
counfels he had beftowed upon him, together with a: 
promife to be obfequious to them; they fate downto a 
frugal fupper’, and a while after commending them- 
{elves to God they parted and went to Bed. I fay to 
Bed for they did not both betake themielves to Reft: 
The poor ftranger’s mind being tofled with a thou- 
fand thoughts, and travelling all night very hard to 
Ferufalew. He had nofooner put off his clothes, but 
he thought that this was alively embleme of the con- 
dition to which he was to be reduced 5 and it put him 
-in mind how he ought to ftrip himfelf of all affeGions 
tothe world. Hetook there a folemn leave of it, and 
bad it eternally farewell. And think not, faid he, to 
meet me again in the morning, and that Iwill put on 
my Jeveto youasI do my garments; No, I vow that 
I would go ftark naked if the one could not be refu- 
med without the other. Then he revolved in his mind. 
all that he had heard of the way to Ferufalew, together 
with the difficulties therein: which in the filent dark- _ 
nefsof the night he mufed upon more deeply then per- | 
haps he would have done at another time: There be- 
ing a refemblance he thought. between the darknefs 
and the afflictions he was to indure; and between the 
filence, and the patience he was to ule. Thefe and 
fuch like reflections fucceeded fo faft one upon ano- 
ther, that they would not fuffer him to clofe his eyes, 
till towards the morning light : When a weak flumber. 
layingall his fenfes afleep and chaining up his reafon, 
left only his imagination at liberty.to rove about. And. 
it had not prefled many of the footfteps of things - 
which his memory was imprinted withall, before the 
image of an ancient pious Friend of his, dead long ago, . 
. and 


‘i beg. And therefore having made him his hearty ac- mx || 
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and who had often perfwaded him to quit the world, 
prefented it felf before him. He was clothed in white 
rayment, and his countenance was very brights but he 
approached him withthe very fame {miles in his face 
wherewith he ufed heretofore to run into his imbra- 
ces. This perfon he fancied he was going to meet as 
foon as he faw him come inat the door; but before he 
could ftir, -he thought he found him at his bed-fide 
praying him not toarife. For (faid he) I muft foon 
leave you, and am come only to exprefsto you the joy 
I have to find you'in this Good mans houfe. Happyzs 
he that ath met witha faithful Guide ; but far happier is 
he who follows his Advice. Make not too much hatte 
to be gone; ftir not from hence till you be difmifled. 
And then I hope we may one day meet, never to part 
again: But now I cannot be permitted to make a long 
{tay with you. This fight, but efpecially his {peech, 
gave him fuch a fentiment of joy , that he hathoften 
fince profefled he never felt the like,nor had any power 
~ to defcribe it. Yet he wifhed afterward that it had been 
lefs ; for it brought him out of his {lumber 5 and open- 
~ ing his eyes, chafed away that fair Idea, whofe com- 
pany he would fain have enjoyed a little longer. So 
agreeable wasthat, object to him,and fo delectable did 
it render that moment or two wherein it appeared, 
that his fpirits werg as much refrefhed thereby, as if 
they had been dened all the night in the dews of 
fleep. Not hoping therefore, nor wifhing to have 
his eyes fhut again (unlefs it were to behold that 
Friend ) he left his Bed, and prepared himfelf 
to welcome his Hoft whom he heard already ftir- 
ring and calling up his fervants. He comforted him- 
felf alfo with this pleafant thought, that he was 


awaked to fee a Friend, whofe company he fhould 
not 
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not lofe fo foon, and in whofe fociety he might 
rejoyce without fearing to make him vanifh out oF 
his fight. ed 
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He commends to the Pilgrim, two Companions : Humi- 
lity azd Charity. Direé#s where to find them. With 
a large Difcdurfe of the former of then. 


T was not long before the Good man of the houfe 
ee to give him the ufual morning falutations, and 
to inquire how he had refted that night. But when he 
entred his Chamber, he beheld fuch a joy in his coun-. 
tenance , that it quite turned by that thought, and 
made him congratulate his chearfulnefs, which he told _ 
him he took as acertain indication, that his Counfels- 
had found a good acceptance,and were like to be pur- 
~fued. His Gueft was willing that he fhould impute his 
pleafant afpecé to that caufe, and fo told him nothing 
of his Dream:- Fearing indeed that hemight think 
him childifh and fuperftitious, if he knew that he 


conceived fo much joy fromfuch fleight appearances 


and fhadows of comfort. But having exprefled his 
great fatisfaction in thofe preparatory difcourfes 
wherewith he had been pleated to a him; he told 
him that the New day was not fo welcome as himéelf, 
and that the Hours feemed too {luggifh, and the morn- 
ing to make over-long delay, tobring him the reft of 
the Counfels which he expected from his mouth. 
- You have given me a rare Good-morrow, replyed the ~ 
Guide, and [ have feldome met with fuch early joys: 
Let us give thanks to God therefore for this happy be- 

ginning 
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ginning, and fo cualifie our felves for the continuance 
_ of hisfavours. The poor Pilgrim (for fo he efteemed © 
himfelf) embraced this piousmotion with all his heart; 
and fo having joyned together in their devout ac- 
knowledgements, the one prepared himfelf. to {peak , 
and the other to hear what further related to his in- 
tended journey to Ferufalew. And the Sky being ve- 
ry clear, the Earth having charged the Air with no 
vapours at all, they were invited into the fields, at 
once to refrefh their bodies with a walk, and their 
minds with good difcourfee _Confidering alfo the | 
fecurity they fhould enjoy thereby from all the diver- 
fionsthat other company might give them; it was 
- agreed, that all the time he {tayed there, if the wea- 
ther were favourable, they {hould {pend the greateft 
part of the day abroad. You will expect, perhaps, 
that I fhould fet down at large the particulars of every 
dayes conference, and tell you where the night broke 
it off, and with what circumftances it was renewed the 
next morning; but I fear that method would extend 
my narrative to toogreata length: And therefore I 
fhall content my felf to give youa continued Relation 
of the principal things which at feveral times enter- 
tained our Pilgrim, during his ftay with this good 
‘man; whofe charity would not fuffer him todepart , 
. till he was fully inffructed in all things that concerned 
his fafe paflage to the Crty of God. 


As foon then asthey had the houfe on their backs, 
and were come into the open Air, the Guide began to 
{peak unto him to this effect : I will not be fo diftruft- 
ful of your memory, as to make a repetition of what 
hath been already id, but proceed to tell you, that 


having difpofed your affairs infuch fort as I have di- 
; ee | I 2 rected, 
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rected, and put your felf in good order for your Jour- 
ney,you mult be fure to provide your felfof two Com- 
panions to go along with you, which indeed you can 
never be without, whofe names are, Humiriry and 
Cuariry, The former of thefe will alwayes keep 
you ina mean opinion of your {16 and the latter will 
raife you toan high éfteem ef God and your Saviour 5 
breeding in youa paffionate defire to be like tothem, 
and a grateful-refentment of all their kindnefs to you. 
And that you may not think I intend to put you upon» 
fome long fearch for them, I fhall tell you for your 
comfort, that you fhall find them both lodged toge- 
ther in one place from whence they never ftir, but are 
alwayes ready at hand to affift thofe that there feek ~ 
forthem, I know you are defirous that I fhould ac- 
quaint you where that iss. and becaufe I would fave 
your pains as much as:everI can, I fhall fend you no 
further than your felf, if you ftill keep in mind 
that fentence which I told you would be of daily ufe, 
and which you requefted to have explained; for in 
that you will be fure to meet them embracing one’ano- 
ther in an infeparable conjunction. You do well, I 
hope, remember it ; yet I cannot chufe but repeat it to 
you, and wifh you again & again to fay as affectionate- 
ly as youare able, Dam wought, Ihave nought, I defire 
nought, but onlythis one thing, which is our Lord. Jefus 
Chrift , aud to be at peace with him in Jerufalem. Huw 1- 
Lity fayes, lam nought, lhave nought.And Lov fayes, 
I deftre nought but Fefus and Jerufalem. Thefetwo you - 
may the better keep in your company, becaufe you 
cannot lofe either of them, unlefs you will lofe them 
both; (and who is there that would not-at leaft have 
one friend to be of his fociety in his travels?)So loving- 
ly they. do agreé together, that theyare by no means 

Ba willing. _ 
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ee willing to be afunder: If the one be admitted, the Fe 


other will not be excluded; and asthe one grows to 
ataller pitch, the other advances together with it. 
The more you humble your’felf, the higher will:your 
Love afcend 5 and as that is exalted, fo will you learn 
{till lower to deprefs your felf. For the more you dif- 
cern your felf to be nothing, with the greater ardency 
of affection will you embrace Jefus, who is defirous to 
_make you fomething worth: and the more you admire 
and love him, and his incomparable perfections, the . 
better ftill will you be able to take a view of yourown 
-nothing. And that isa thing which I think fit to ob- 
ferve to you before: we pafs any further , becaufe ir 
‘may be of great ufe unto you in your Pilgrimage. That- 
the Humility which I commend unto you, is not to be 
exercifed fo much ina direct confidering of your felf, 
your finfulnefs and your mifery (though this be very 
profitable at the firft) as ina ftill,quiet and loving ad-: 
miration of the excellent Goodnefs,, Purity. and Love 


_ of Jefus. When you believe him to have the fulnefs. 
~ of the Godhead dwelling in him bodily, and efpecial- 
- ly when you are indued with a favoury feeling of his 


holinefgs and kindnefs 5 this fight of him will beget in. 
‘your foul a more pure, {piritual and {weet Humility, 
than the beholding of your felf can poflibly do, which: 
produces an Humility more gro{s, boifterous and un- 
quiet-As there is a Love which iscalm and quiet, when. 
‘pot-at’all {tirr’d with the paffion, we remain poflefied 
of all the pleafure of it; So isthere an Humility. of the: 
fame nature, which filently finksus down.to the very 
bottom of our being,without ftirring and troubling of 
our fouls, asweare wont to do when we violently 
lunge our thoughts into them. But: both of thefe: 


defcend from‘above, when our. minds are faftned to’ 
cocleftiall 
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cocleftial objects, which alwayes are in a ferene tran-— 


quillity : they will not {pring from things beneath, 


which are tofied in a perpetual and reftlefs agitation. 
We never feem lefs in our own eyes, than when we 
look down from on high upon our felves: and being 
then in peace, we have lefs alfo of that vexation 
wherein our fouls are apt to boil and rage when they 


are the neareft objects of our thoughts. Our Hyumi- 
ity will be the more when we admire Jefus; and it will 


be ofa temper more mild and gentle, like him whom 
we admire. It will notlofé any thing of it felf by ta- 
king its original from him; but only lofe that fowre- 
nefg whichis mingled with it when it hath its begin- 
ning from our felves. You will plainly underftand . 
my meaning, if you do but confider, that by fixing 
‘your eyes upon your felf, you may indeed difcern that’ 
you area moft wretched, finful creature: but by faft- 
ning them upon him, you will both fee the fame, and 
that more clearly ; and moreover feel that you are 


ameernothing. This fenfe 6fyour felf, which layes - 
‘you loweft of all other, you can never owe to any 
thing elfe, but a fight ofhim who wants nothing. His 


Fulnefs appearing {o great, your Emptinefs will feem 
as vaft ; and in compare with his PerfeCtions, you will 
think your felf nothing but Imperfection. When you 
confider that all is his, at that thought you have loft 


- your felf, by finding that you are not yourown : and 


when you think that he is the original of all, youare 
loft again in a fenfe that you had been nothing with- 
out him. Sothat inthis way you will beas muchcaft — 


down to the ground, and rolled as much in the duft, as 
"by any other reflections : All the difference is,that you 


will not roll and tumble about in the turbulency of 


your own diftracted thoughts, and the violent com- 


motion 


aes 
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motion of your furious paffions. You will only lye 
at his feet in a lowly pofture, adoring of his Excel- 
lencies, praifing his furpaffing Perfections, confefling 


your own meanneis, beicechiing him to pity a poor Soul 
that thinks it felfnothing, unlefs it may fee him there, 
and defiring him to take the opportunity of doing 


himfelf that honour, and you that kindnefs, as out of 


his fulnefs to impart a new fpirit, and a divine nature. 


toyou. Nay, this Hwility will make you ftudy to 
caftallother things out of your thoughts, and labour 


_ only to be beloved of him, without which you judge 


your felf to be of all creatures moft miferable. It is 


- not tobe told what the benefits of this fort of Husi- 


lityare: but to let you fee fomething of its great vir- 
tue, reflect upon that which we lately difcourfed con- 


_ cerning the force of a {trong Refolution, and hearty: 


furrrender of your felf to God... Which, as it contains. 
_all- things you are to do within its comprehenfion, fo it’ 


is {upported by nothing more than a profound Humi- 
lity, When we confider that we were made by God, 
that we depend upon him every moment, that we are 
infinitely ingaged to him for many millions of his fa- 
vours; when we think what a Soveraign Authority 
he hath over us, how much he is fuperiour to us, what 


a right he hath toall our fervices, and how wife and: 
-good his will is; itis impoflible that we fhould avoid : 
refolving to give him our hearts,and to perfift eternal-- 


ly inthe abnegation of our own wills and defires , 
which we can never fuffer to be competitors with his. 


This Humality will not be forward to: cloathe you with - 


fhirts of hair, to prefcribe you no other dyet but the 


meaneft you can procure, to put a whip into your 


hand wherewith to let your felf blood, to rob you of 
-your hofe and fhoces, that youmay go barefoot to 


Ferufa Vente - 
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Ferufalem: Vt will not bid you ftrike your bare breaft, 
againft the ftones, nor tell you, That,to bea Saintyou 
*. muftroll your naked bodie in the briers, ortumblein 
che fame manner in heaps of Winter-Snow, or plunge 
our felf up to the neck in an Icy Pool: But it will 
infallibly {trip you of your Self, and ftarve all your 
carnal defires, and break your will in pieces, and lay 
you at the foot of the Crofs of Chrift, and difpofe you 
- to all thofe rigours, and a thoufand more, if your 
Lord did fignifie that he would be pleafed with fuch 
aufterities. 


How fafethen andfecure muft you needs think your 
felf. under the conduct of fuch a Companion? you can- 
not havea better Guard, nor be put into a place of 
greater aflurance, if you feek over all the world for 
it, thanthat to which Humility will lead you. For 
making you diftruftful of your own power and 
{trength, it will urge you to a continual dependance » 
upon your Lord, without whom you feel that nothing, 

~ tauch lefs fuch an excellent thing as you defign can be 
atchieved. We accufe very much the weaknefs of 
our nature, we complain heavily of the body of flefh 
and blood, which continually betrayes us; we conceit 
that we fhould do rare things, were we but once quit 
ofthis load ofearth, and fuffered to move in the free 
and yielding Air. But let me tell you, and believe it 
& fora truth ; though wehad no fociety with a terre- 
{trial nature 3 nay, though our minds were free and 
| clear from all mortal concretion; though we had no 
| cloathsat all to hinder our motion: yet our ruine 
3 might arife out of our fpirits, and by pride and felf- 
confidence we might throw our {elves down into utter 
deftruction. For what commerce, I pray’ you, had 


the 
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-* the Apoftate Angels with our corporeal nature? what 


_ familiarity witha body ? Do we not conceive them to 


have been pure fpirits feparated from all earthly con- 


_. tagion? And yet by placing all in themfelves, by be- 


ing puffed up in their own thoughts, and not acknow- 
ledging their need of the Divine prefence and affi- 
ftance; we conclude that they tumbled themfelves in- 
toan Abyfle of mifery and woe irrecoverable. Now 
they are in a worfe condition then if they were fpirits 


- of afmaller fize: Now the torment they fuffer is pro- 


portionable to the noblenefs of their nature. For the 
-fharper and quicker the mindis, and the greater its 
indowments are which it-hath received; the greater 
mifchief doth it bring uponit felf, and the fadder are 
its perplexities when it is deftitute of the fpecial help 
and prefence of God. Asagreat Giant being blinded 
- muftneeds tumble more grievoufly, and give himfelf 
forer knocks then he would have done, if he had not 
__ been of fo hugea bulk. So. a mind and reafon eleva- 
_ted to an higher pitch then others, is carried headlong 


into an heavier ruine,when it is deprived of that Divine — 


light whichis neceflary for its guidance and prefer- 
vation. - Excellency of nature therefore little profits 
if God be not prefent with it, and he abfents himfelf 
from all, that place not their ftrength, fufficiency and 
-fafeguard in him, but in themfelves. And on the 
other fide Fragility of nature is not that which will un- 
do usif the Divine prefence do not withdraw it felf, 
which it never doth from humble and lowly minds 
that confide in him and not in their own power, which 
were ita thoufand times greater thenitis, would not 
be fufficient to conferve it felf. Our pride and vanity 
and forgetfulnefs of God then is that which we mutt 
- ‘accufe; not the infirmity and et of our ae 
i: or 
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for-as the excellency of the Angelical nature could not 
fave them when they disjoyned themfelves from their 
Creator ; So the weaknefs of ours fhall not harm us ,~ 
if we keep clofe to him, and never fever our felves from 
that heavenly power which worketh mightily in us. 
Do you not fee then how much you muft ftand in- 
débted to this. Affcciate in your journey > For it is 
Humility that mutt faften you to God, that will keep: 


- you ina conftant adherence to him, and not let you ° | 
{tir a foot from him ; that will make you tremble to - 


think of looking into your felf, and not behold him 
there. This is in effect your ftrength and falvation 5 
this fupplies the defects of your nature; this is the 
remedy of your infirmity ; and after a {trange way this 
raifes you above all the power of the world, by keep- 


ing you down, and prefling you very low in your own 
thoughts. 


1 muftnot defraud it therefore.of thofe juft praifes 
that are due to its vertue, which may recommend it 
more to your affection, and make its company more 
grateful inyour travels. Butit is fit you fhould know 
that this humility which makes us feem {0 little or no- 
thing in our own eyes, is one of the moft glorious 
things inthe world, and places a man among the an- 
cient Hero’s, It is indeed the height and fublimity of 
our mind, the true Gallantry of our fpirits. It letting 
us fee what poor defpicable things we are, caufes us to 
furmount our felves,and to have no regard tofuch low 
and petty interefts as thofe of our own. It is nota 
{neaking quality,that dif-{pirits the foul,and deprivesit 
of all its force and vigor, but a generous difpofition of 
mind, that will not fuffer it toimploy its forces upon 
fucha mean and contemptible fervice as that of plea- 


fing 
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_ fing our felves. Let it not feem a Paradox to you ,' . 
for there is nothing truer, that pride and conceited- ~ 
nefs are the qualities of bafe bred fouls, of feeble and 

~ ignoble minds; and that lowlinefs is the indowment 
Of afoul well born, nobly defcended, and bravely edu- 
cated in the knowledge of the moft-excellent things. | 

For whether is greater, I pray you, he that fets a value 

upon little trifles, or he that defpifesthem? Isnot he. ~ 
that defpifes them? whofe thoughts are taken u p 
with fublimer objets, that make himfelf and all things 
here befides appear as nothing in his eyes. I believe 
you will fay there was not a greater man in the world 
in thofe dayes then Mo/es, a leader of a mighty people, 
the Captain General of all the Pilgrims of that Age, 
who had wrought wonders in egypt, who had figna- 
lized himfelf by the drowning of Pharaohs Army in the 

Sea: and yetit is apparent there was not a meeker Mcbvif. in 

_ perfon living uponthe earth: no man had a meaner * ©%-!3- 
opinion of himfelf. He was content:to be taught by 
 Fethro,though he knew fo much himfelfsnay he was not 
offended at his reprehenfion,, but fubmitted his judg- 
ment toa better reafon. Could there be a greater 
inftance of his Humility and Gallantry both together > 
He that had overcome fo many , now overcame him- 
felf. He that had triumphed over mighty hofts, now 
leads his pride in triumph, and tramples it under his 
feet. Hecared not who had the honour of it, fo wife 
and great things were eflected. His own glory he 
valued not, but his Hywz/ity infpired him by all means 
to feck the peoplesgood. What think you of Abra- 
haw alfo a more ancient Pilgrim then this? who calls 

himfelf but Duft and Afhes; who condefcended fo far ° 

as to pray Lot a perfon inferiour to himfelf, that there 
might be no difference press them: And yet this 
2 was 


wasthat great man who had overcome fo many Kings 
“in battle, and brought away fo many fpoils, and re- 
deemed Lot himfelf from Captivity. .Hath not his 


Humility rendred him more famous then thofe victo- 


ries? Hath he not crowned himfelf with greater 
glory in not vaunting himfelf in thofe Trophies, then 
if he had been ferved continually by thofe conquered © 
Princes? If one man thinks clay to be clay and there~ 
fore treads upon it 5 another thinks it to begold and 
therefore admires it; whichof thefe hath the braver 
mind> Hath not he who doth not admire the clay, 
and embrare the dirt 2? So he truly that calls himlelf 
~ but Duftand Afhes hath certainly a very great foul; 
while he that underftandeth not but hath himfelfin 
admiration is a weak and bafely minded man. He 
hath a great fpirit who makes no account of thofe 


things which others are proud of. Helis generous ~ 


who defpifes things far greater than thofe, which 
others efteem the marks of their glory : who doth not 
{well with high atchievements when his envious neigh- 
bours are puffed up with every trifle. Humility then 
you fee isnot fheepinefs, but loftinefs of mind and the 
moft elevated-pitch of the foul. It is not dejected- 
nefs of {pirir, but a raifed’ underftanding of God and 
of ourfelves. Andtherefore let us be low ( as one of 
the ancient Guides of the Church advifes )chat we ma 
be high, If we admire any thing here,let it be the fub- 
limity of humble minds. a 


I cannot conclude before I add for your further in- 
citement, that Humility is of anexcellent good nature, 
and hath a fingular obligingnefs in its conftitution. It 
makesus no lefs acceptable unto men thenunto God, 
and renders us amiable though we have nothing elfe 
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to give us any advantage. Do younot fee how in« 
tollerable the Proud are ? and what is the reafon of 
it, but becaufe they feorn thofe who are not of their 
rank ? They cannot be obliged becaufe they think 
whatfoever you do is due to their merit. They would 
be loved by all, without loving again. They wiil 
command in all companies, and have every one yield - 
to their humors... They will teach all , and learn of 
none. ‘They are incapable of gratitude, and think 
you are honoured enough for your fervices, if they do 
- but receivethem. They would draw all to themfelves, 
and are unacquainted with that which charms all the * 
world, Imean bounty and liberality. The Humble 
man, no doubt then, 1s the moft agreeable perfon upon 
earth; whom you oblige by a good word, which he 
thinks he doth not deferve: who thanks you for the 
_{malleft courtefie: who had rather obey then rule: | h 
who is defirous to learn of the meaneft Scholler: who 
"~~ contemns no body but himfelf - who loves though he 
be not loved : who thinks nothing too much to do for 
thofe that efteem him: and whois afraid he hath ne- 
‘ver recompenced enough the civilities which are done 
untohim. In fhort, this Huzility is of fuch great va- 
lue, and fo good natured, that there is nothing com- 
parable to it but its twin filter, Divine Charity. This 
amiable pair are like the right foot and the left by 
which the traveller performs his journey, There 
* needs no more but this happy couple to carry you 
. through allthe paths of piety, and bring you fafe to 
Ferufalem. Let us turn our eyes then if you plea‘e 
trom the oneto the other, and look a while upon the, 
beauty and graces of Charity, whofe charms are fo 
powerful, that you cannot chufe but open to it your 


embraces, 
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Of Divine Charity. The power thas it hath both to efta- 
blifh his Refolution, and furnifh bine with all other 
Requifites for his Journey. . — 


Nd that which will very much inamour you at 
the firft glance, is the power which you will dif- 
cover in it to eftablifh your Refolution , and to make 
it fo firm, that ic thall not be fhaken by all the force of 


all the world, whichis nothing fo {trong and mighty 


as Love. 1 know this touches you with a {trong ineli- 
nation toit, if you have any mind to offer your will to 
God as I advifed ; and therefore you will not think I 
importune you with a tedious difcourfe, if I make you 
more fenfible of this following truth. That Love makes 
one will oftwo, and caufes us to facrifice all our own 
defires tothe will of chat we love, ifweefteemit better | 
than our felves. For what, 1 pray you can we fay of 
Love, but whicha wifer man than youor I hath told 
us, wha calls it that exotion of the foul whereby we joyn 
our felves in will and heart to that whichis prefented as 
lovely and convenient for ws ? Weis fach aconfent, I fay, 
of the heart tofome fair andinviting objet, that we 
confider our felves as joyned and united to it: Info- ~ 
much that we do not look on our felves and it as re- 


maining any.longer two things which fubfift afunder ; - a 


but we conceivea Whole, whereof we think our felves: 
but one part, andthe thing beloved to be the other. 
Is it not neceflary then, that we have a mind to cleave 
tothis, and eternally live in dear imbraces of it > Can 
we endure the thought of being torn from this, and {fo 
diffolve the Whele which Love hath made? Do not we’ 
| | naturally 
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naturally defire toconferve things, efpecially thofe of 
our own creating 2? It is unavoidable then , that 
in any conteft which may arife between thefe parts , 
we yield tothe will of that we love, for fear of a fena- 
ration; unlefsthat thing be worfe than our felves, and 
fo we hope to gain by the diffolution. Ifone of thefe 


two muftbe difpleafed, we fhall ever chufe that itbe . 


our felves, unlefs we efteem the other to be of le va- 
lue and worth than our felves. There is but that one 
Exception tyes againft this general Truth, which I 
fhall not ftick to reiterate, that Love doth fotye usto 
that we love, that we and it become but one whole 
confifting of two parts 5 and that we fhall fooner fuf- 
fer that part which we make, to be crofled in its de- 
fires, than the: other to which we have joyned our 
felves to be difgufted. Do you doubt of it? Obferve 
then, that Love being placed on things that differ in 
three degrees, it comes to be divided into three forts. 
Either it is to things below us, and thenit 1s called a 
~ bate Affection ; or tothings equal to us, and thenit is 
termed Friend/hip ; orto things above us, and thenit 
arrives at the name of Devotion. Thus I have learnt 
from a wife man of my acquaintance. Now the na- 
ture of Love in evenggallte of thefe being fuch, 
_ that it joyns our hearts to the thing beloved, and we 
and it make but one whole: inthis only they differ, 
that though we may confent to part, and break with 
that which we efteem lefs than our felves, yet we can 
never agree to be feparated from that which we efteem 
‘greater. The lef§ part will alwayes be abandoned to 
the confervation of the greateft; we muft alwayes fa- 


_erifice that which is wortt, to keep intire the beft. And 


therefore, though in bare Affection a man alwayes pre- 


fers himfelf before'that he loves, when one mutt ye 
| "fer 
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fer a difpleafure, yet it is guite otherwile in the higheft “4 


Love ( and fometime in the fecond fort) which we call 
Devotion, for there a man prefers thething he loves 
{o much before himfelf, thathe fears not to’ venture 
his very life for the confervation of it. He'will fooner 
fever Soul and Body,than confent that this and his Soul — 
fhould be divided. He will rather quitall the world, 
and never fee it more, than forfake this, and be ba-. 
nifhed from it. Becaufe, as thereisno compare, he. 
thinks, between all the world and this, fo he is tyed 
with an incomparably {tronger bond to it, thanto alb 
the world, Now of this fort is the Love that we call 
Charity,which is an high Devotion to our Lord. Who 
fince he is Lord of all, the Lord of life’and glory, the 
Author of eternal Salvation, the only begotten of the 
Father, full of Grace and Truth; ifit were poffible for 
us toleave fomethings that are better than our felves, 
in expectation of fomething better than them, to which 
we will give that Love which they have loft; yet he 
will make us love him eternally above all, and live in 
infeparable union with him, becaufe there is nothing 
elfe fuperiour to him on which to beftow our Love if © 
we take it from him. .If we once fincerely love him, 
if we become one with him, it is manifeftly in the na- 
ture of this fublime affection, to make us part with 
our felves for his fake: to refign up all our own de- 
fires that his will may be done: to lofe whatfoever we 
callours, that we may keep him and his good efteem 


ofus. It isnot poffible that we fhould grant ourcon- . 


fent to have that knot untied, which makes us part of 
fuch a whole whereof the Son of God is. the other part. 
There needs nothing to keep it faft; but toKkeep us in 
our wits. “And therefore fince a willidiftinet from 
his will, makes us #wo again, we {hall alwayes — 

; | comprimife 
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I believe now you think you fhall make a mighty 
purchale, if you can but procure this Companion to 
go along withyou. Itisapparentto you, that this 
Charity will help and inable you to'do all that is com- 
manded you, though it be never fo much, and hardto 
be otherwile effected, And doyou not think that is 
will make all things eafie alfo to be done? Alas! it 
knows no difference between doing and fuffering but 
only this, that it chufes the latter many times as a noble 
te{timony to its fincerity and truth. Nothing will 
feem abfurd, sothing will be thought mif-becoming, 


_ ~-nothing wil] appear difficule when once you are in. 


Love. ft is wellcompared to an Artificial Glafs, which 
when we look thorow,.an enemy feems a friend, dif- 
_ grace isrendredan honour, and hardfhips look like a 
pleafure. The Love of Chrift, youknow, caufed him 


to make himfelf of no reputation. It preferved his. 


Majefty, and made it feemno difparagement to be fo 


low asa fervant, and to court his Vaflals. It hath this. 


priviledge, that it cannotbe defamed. And it hath 
this generofity, that it cannot learn to deny, Ask any 
thing of it, and it will make no difficulty to give it. 
Nay, ask a Coat, and it will give the Cloak alfo. 
_Afk it togo a mile with you, and it will gotwo. Afk it 
to forgive one injury, and it will forgive an hundred. 


Ask itto render you a fervice, and it will ferve you _ 


withits whole felf. So that I think one of the ancient 
Guides of the Church had reafon, who faid, Love,and 
do what thou wilt. ‘Take thine own courfe, fothat thou 
doft but heartily Love. This isa thing fo powerful, 


that it withftands our temperament, and refifts ot 
L molt 


- eomprimife with his will , that we may continue 
one. . : Ay i 


~The Parable of the Pilgrim. = 
moft natural inclinations. Te claps a new Biafs upon 
our hearts it carries us againft the ftream and tide 
of fenfitive defires; it breaks the chains of cuftom; 
it roots up inveterate habits ; it is of fuch valt force 
that it makes us vanquifh our felves, and obligesus to 
deftroy our own pleafures that we may pleafe ano- 
ther. It is ftrangely bountiful and liberal with all, 
thinking it can never do enough to makeit {elf known — 
to thofe whom it loves.. From whence it is, that 
whereas they who live only in a fear and dread of 
God have ftarv’d and half dead affections to him, 
which makes them do but little, and that with a pen- 
fivenef§ and fadnefs, asifthey defired to be excufed < 
They whofe hearts burn with Love to him have all 
their powers excited thereby to do their beft for him ; 
and they ftrain themfelves with the greateft gladnefs 
to execute his pleafure in all things. And to fay the 
truth, there is no paffion of the fou!, but Love hath it 
at its full command: They allowe their Criginal to 
Love, and would have no being at allif it were not in 
the foul before them. .. If there were no Love im- 
planted by God ‘in our natures, there would be no 
defire, no hatred; no grief, no joy 5 no fear, no de- 
{pairs for all thefe grow upon this fingle root, or ra- 
ther are but Love fhooting forth in divers fhapes, 
They are I fay but feveral motions which Love caufes 5 
the different figures which it aflumes according as the 
object and oceafion requires. It is Love which de- 
fires when the thing is abfent, which hates that which 
would fpoil itsinjoyments; which grieves for the lo& 
orfearsthe departure, which defpairs of the coming 
or joyes in the prefence of a beloved good. What 
therefore fhould that be, which Love cannot do; fee- 
ing it carries all thefe along with it, and leads the 
| ‘ & whole 
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‘whole foul thither, whither it goes it felf> It is an 
active and bufie affection; having as much Vivacity 
- as ithath ftrength. Its life confiftsin motions and 
like tothe Heart it ceafes to live when it ceafes to ftir. 
It is painted you know with wings and willmake you 
fly rather then go to Jerufalem. It is like to Fire 


which is both a greedy and a fierce Element. A very ~ 


covetous affection I mean, that thinks it never hath 
enough of that which it defiress and foearneft and 
vehement that it never refts till ic hath {pent it felf up- 
onits beloved. It is like the holy frewhich God fent 
from Heaven, which was found unextinguifhed at the 
return from Babylon ( asthe Hebrews fay |) inthe bot- 
tom of a Well,all covered with mudd and dirt. Much 
water from without cannot quench it; andthe dul- 
nels and heavinefs of our own temper cannot reprefs. 
it. But as fire elevates the matter to which it takes 
though it be never fo grofs and ponderous : So doth 
Love raife the hearts wherein it makes an impreflion, 
and ftirs them up to actions far furmounting their 
Age, their breeding and condition. There isa cer- 
tain chearfulnefs alfo in this affection , like to the. 
fhining and brightnefs of Fire, which contributes 
much to the augmenting of its activity. It diffufeth 
a fecret joy through the whole foul which cannot be 
diffembled; but cafts a {plendor intothe countenance 
of thofe in whom it refides. #hough Melancholy 
indeed is fometimes the companion of other Love, yet 
it cannot find fo eafie accefsto Divine Charity: For 
that which the one wants,.the cther hath, and that 
which the one doubts of, the other neceflarily fup- 
pofes. Is.not this the common caufe of fuch fadnefs, 
that Love meets with no return from an heart to 
which it hath givenits own, or is indefpair of over- 
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coming all the obftacles of its fatisfaction ? But thefe 
are things that cannot find a place in this heaven-. 
born affection, which isnothing elfe but a return of 
our Loveto God who hath loved us firft, and thereby 
given us aflurance that he is defirous to be injoyed by 
us. -Allthe heavinefs then of pious fouls is when they 
cannot make fuch returns as they wifh, not whenthey — 
feel this flame within them; for then they are ftrange- 
ly pleafed and ravifhed with joy, both becaufe itis an 
effect of the Love of God to them, and becaufe hereby 
they do actually injoy him. Now as Melancholy and 


 fadnefs do opprefs the fpirits and make us lazy and 


unwilling to ftir; fo this cheerfulnefsand lightfome- 
nefs of mind which Love infufes do fet them free, and 
render us active and vigorousinour motion. Melan- 
choly is a Lethargick humour and binds up all the 
powers, becaufe its frozen difpofition imagines all 
things impoflible to be either done or avoided: but 
chearfulnefs by its heat and warmth gives us fome de- 
eree of confidence that things are not fo hard to be 
undertaken, andit thaws, melts,and loofensour fa- — 
culties into freedom and liberty whereby we become 
of a lively forward and ready difpofition. Love there-. 
fore being of this pleafant and cheerful nature, you 


_fee mult needs both quicken your fpirit and facilitate 
- your work. Nay it is apt to excite and infpire others 


who come near us,ame therefore much more our felves. 
Chearfulnef$ and the love from whence it {prings 
makes our countenance {mooth and clear, and invites 
others into our Society. When this paffion ftirs in 
the heart, the face is all over touched with the fweet- 
nefs of it; which both intices and enlivens thofe that 
approach us. How isit poflible then that we fhould 
not feel thefe effects of it our felves, that are fo fenfible 


to 
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to others? or what heart is there fo cold and indif- 
ferent, that would not be pofiefled with this afle@ion 

- which is as ufeful as delightful 5- and whofe benefits 
redound to our neighbours and ftay not in our felves? | 
It will not let usbea terrour to our own fouls, nor 
appear with fuch adifmal afpect that we fhould {care 
and affright others. It will not drive others from 
Piety while it carries us untoict. It will not fuffer us 
to put’Religion onthe rack that we may look fevere. 
And it. is far from making us appear fo, as though we 
imagined we could not be faved, unlefs we make an 
ugly face. - i 


~- What fhall I fay more >? need] tell you that Love is 
full of imitation and forces us to conform our felves to 
the humour and difpofitionof himwhom we Love? 
There is a ftranger property by far then this which 
will make you open your heart to it; and that isa 
fingular Sagacity which it is Mafter-of, whereby ic 

~ knows what is fit to be done without any teaching. 
If you were fully in the power of it, it would go near 

_ torender meof noufe, being it felfinftead of twenty 
Matters. It knows what will pleafe before it be cold, 
and fees what is acceptable without a director. Ic 
hath eyes of its ownto find out its way, and by its ins 
nate wifdom would tead you ftreight to Ferufalenz, 
It is very skilfull to fpy out its duty, and hath a quick 
perception of what is befitting in every paflage of life. 
' Info much that when a man begins to Love,he begins 
to know how to guide himfelf, His Love will fuggeft 
unto him many things which he ought to do; and be 
inftead of athoufand Monitors to put him upon the 
doingofthem. It will make a man defcry the leaft 
faults in himfelf, though it hide them in others. - Te 
L 3 notes 
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marks a grofs impurity. It labours to overcome the __ 
{malleft infirmity, and weeps more for a mote in its 


- eye, then others do forabeam. Nay itis afflicted for 


thole things which no body fees, fave only it felf.! Ie 
blufhes more for a vain thought, then the reft of the 
world do for a monftrous act. It hath a curiofity 
about thofe little circumftances, which all men are 
wont tooverfee or neglect. Its nicenefs and delicacy 
is fo great, that it abhorsthe very fhadow of all evil. 
And it every way ftrives to adorn it felf with fuch ac- 
curacy ; that there may not be the leaft {peck to 
render it lefs fair and beautiful in the eyes of God. 


Love therefore I befeech you, Love as much as ever. 
you are able, if you meantobe happy. Make your 
heart ready as an Altar, for this Fire from above to 
defcend uponit, Prepare your felf as.a Sacrifice to 
be offered up in this Holy flame to the Lord of Love. 
Let all.the world know that you are a confecrated 
thing: tell itthat you cannot entertain its {ute, nor 
unhallow the place where heaven is pleafedto dwell. 
Yield your felfa captive to this mighty Conguerour, 
whereby you will be inabled to conquer all thingselfe. 
Subje&t your felf to the, power of that, which will 
bring the Devil,the World, and the Flefh under your 
feet. Let it takeaway your liberty of doing what 
you pleafe, that it may make you free to do as you 
ought. . Poflefs it of your foul intirely and fuffer it to 


in{pire all your defires and to order all your métions 5 


and it will not failto poflefs you of that blefled place 
to which you with to be conducted. And is this any 
difficult thing thatI require of you?. I fhould rather 
think that we are highly obliged toGod for making 
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-~ theway to Jerzfalos {0 eafie, and our arriving there . 


fo certain as it is.For Love is the moft natural and plea-. 


- fant thingin the world which will certainly bring us 
thither, and God being fo lovely and having loved us 
_ fomuch, one would think it fhould be an eafje thing 
to beget it inourhearts. Do you not mark how a 
Dog lovesyou, if you do but throw hima bone or 
fome fuch thing, which to you is ofno ule or worth at 
all ? for this he fawns upon yous for thishe ftayes 
in your houfe, and keeps yourdoor, anddefends your | 
goods; this makes him follow you at the heels if you 
_ pleafe, to travel with you long journies, to forfake all 
other Mafters for your fervice, and many times todye 
with you : though it be a poor thing, which you 
know not what todo withal, unlefs you caft it unto 
him. How can you chufe then but love Jefus, and be 
at his command, and follow his fteps, and leave all 
others for his fake, and even give your life to him ; 
who hath given you nota thing of no value, not that 
whichcoft him nothing , or that whichhe could noe 
tell what todowithall, but himfelf, his holy blood, 
his pretious promifes which it coft an infinite deal of 
pain to fealand ratifie unto you. Are you full in- | 
fenfible of his favours when you think of this? Are 
you {till to learn to Love, when fucha weight of Love 
as this doth-prefs your heart? If {uch a thought could 
enter my mind, I would fend you to the brutes to be 
their Scholler, I would call your Spaniel and bid him 
teach you; I would ceafeto be your inftructer any 
‘longer, and put you there to learn the affection you 
owe to your deareft Lord and Matter. But your 
bluthes bid me fpare this language and feem to atlure 
me both that you are afhamed to owe your vertue to 


fuch examples, and that you feel already this flame 
inkindled 


inkindledin your heart. Feed it I befeech you cone — 
tinvally and let it increafe unto greater ardors of Love 
asit will infallibly, if youdo but confider what great 
things your Saviour hath done for you, and that he is 
ftill bufie in procuring your goods and in fhort, that 
there is not an hour, not a moment wherein you do 
not {tand indebted to-him for eternal bleffings, or for 
the means of them, or for the grace to help youto at- 
tain them. | . 


And indeed the poor Pilgrims heart did beat at 
fucha rate, that it feemed to knock againft his ribs.. 
He was fet allonfire with thefe words; and at laft 
found means to vent himfelf and burft out in fuch ex- 
preffions as thefe, —O Sir, what have you done! I feel 
the Love of Jefus burn fo vehemently in my breaft, 
that I fhall be devoured by it, ifit laft a moment Jon- 
ger inthisforce. I have fcarceany breath left to tell 
you, that you have made me love your felf alfo with a 
violent paffion. I have no power no more then de- 
fire, to refift this Almighty Lover of Souls. I render 
my felf his prifoner and wifhto be eternally held in 
hischains. You have linkt me to your felf too fo faft, 
that Jamat once become his flave, and your fervant.. 
I would goto the worlds end tofeek thefe two Com- 
panions Humilityand Charity; if they were not alrea- 
dy become my guefts by your means. You have given 
me a greater treafure thenI thought to find in thofe 
few words which I received from yous; and methinks 
{feel already that Ia nought, and Fhave nought, and 
Z defire nought but Fefus and Ferufalem. Vf it be not 
abiurd to fpeak infuchterms, I am in love with this 
Love which you have. defcribed. J fee methinks - 
Humility and all things elfe in its arms. I embrace ~ 
: , them 


Ti 


J them both with all my foul. I welcome them with 
my beft affections into my heart. And if I had more. 


_ hearts then ene, I would offer them all to the Humble 


Love of my {weeteft Saviour. Goon Sir, as long as > 
you pleafe; if you have not taught me all my leffon 
Inteachingme to Love. You havetyed my ears to 
your tongue and they cannot but liften to your fpeech. 
Nor fhall Lever feel any wearinefs in hearing of you ; 
for you have made me in Love with your difcourfe,by 
breathing the Love ofmy Lord into my heart. 


Here he making a little reft, the Guide had leave to 
 yefume his office : though he was fo fill’d with joy to 
fee the good effects’ of what he had faid, that it was 
not eafie on a fudden to find room for any other 
thoughts. The defire alfo that he felt of {peaking 
fomething extrordinary on this occafion, had liketo 
have impofed filence-on him, and denyed a paflage to 
his words. But his Prudence telling him how ne- 
ceflary it was to keep himfelf now from fuch ‘tranf- 
ports, he foon reduced himfelf to his ufual temper and 
thus began to renew his difcourfe. It isno wonder to 
find that Fefvs captivates hearts , and that the Love of 
a dying Savour is fo powerful as to inthrall themto 
hisfervice, » All that furprifesme is no more thenthis, 
that fuch feeble words as mine fhould fo fenfibly touch 
your inclinations to him, and with fuch {peed excite fo 
high a degree of Love in your heart. It gives me 
great incouragement to continue my in{tructions, and 
affords no lefs incouragement to your felf tocontinue > 
your attention;F or if you are already under the power 
of Love by what hath been now delivered , 1 fhail 
make you love unmeafurably before I have finifhed 
this difcourfe. You have feen but half of the riches of 
M that © 


that golden fentence, and there are 
behind in thofe two pretious words whichare atthe 
conclufion ofit. For I pray you fatisfie me in this de- 
mand 3 Have you well confidered what Ferufalem is, 
to which you now direct your face 2 I wilinot ftay for 
your anfwer, but proceed to tell you that lam now 
going to give you fuch an Idea of it, that if you keep 
it frefh in your mind, you cannot imagine how it will 
fhatch you from the world and heighten your love 
unto your Saviour,and lift you quite out of your own 
will, if you had a mind to fall into it back again. And 
truly Tcannot think that you fhould have any great 
lift to travel long, or that youfhould not foon feel a 
wearinefsto invade your members; if you go you 
know not whither, and carry not along with youa 
true information of the happy repofe, youare liketo © 
meet withall at your journeys end. Let Ferufalem then 
be the fubject- of our next difcourfe, and fuffer your 
eyes to be drawn tothat blefled place, which I believe 
you have often heard commended, as the Perfection of 
Beanty and the Foy of the whole earth, 


Cap, XIIE- 


A Defeription of the City Jerufalem: and of the happinefs 
‘he fhould there meet withall, 


Have no faculty (it muft be confefled ) of making 
= good defcriptions of thofe places which I have een » 
and therefore it muft not be expected that I paint you 
exactly a place which I know but by report. It is fuf- 
ficient that [tell you nothing but the truth, and do 
not imitate them who fill their Maps with Chimera’s 


Of 


greater fecrets {till 


een 
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of their ownbrain ; though Ido not compleatly de- 


lineate every part of it, but leave many {paces void to 


be filled‘up by your felf when you fhall have the hap- 
pinefs toarrivethere. Know then, that as to the {cj- 
tuation of this City, it is agreed by allto be incompa- 
_ rably {weet, beyond the faireft place that this world of 
ours doth afford. For it is feated ona very high 
mountain, loftier then Olympus it felf; which yet is 
faid to lift. its head above the clouds, and tobe ob- 
noxious to none of our ftorms and tempefts; and to 


be deprived of the Sun beams by nothing elfe, but on- | 


~ dythe night itfelf. It is advanced I fay far abovethe 
higheft part of this heavy earth and foggy air, afpi- 
ring into the purer sky 5 where the Sun never with- 
draws its rayes, and where there is not the leaft fhad- 
dow’of mift or vapour, either to obfcure its light, or 
to offend the moft delicate fenfe that can be con- 
ceived. There are nothing but pure and fragrant 
odors which perfume that happy climates there isa 
perpetual calm and quiet which reigns in that noble 
region; there is nonoife but that which infinitely de- 
lights and charmsthe foul into {till and quiet medita- 
tions. But that which is of greateft remark and moft 
to be remembred, is, the glorious Profpe& which a 
place of this advantage yields, Allthe world here 
prefents it felf before ones eyes; and makes them the 
center in which, the beauty and glory of it confpires 
to meet. Iwould not have youthink Imeana world 
fo fmallas that, which we inhabit tpon this Globe of 
Earths; but one which comprehends the Sun and 
Moon and all other adjoyning orbs whichare there 
beheld to move in comely meafures about that Prince 
of lights. Thofé balls of Fire alfo which you fee fixed 
inthe firmament fo remote from you, will fall into 
M2 your 
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your better view: who though they feem here but 
like blinking candles and fickly flames will there ap- 
. pear moft noble lights, defigned for fome greater end, 
then to lend us a feeble comfort in the night. Tt will 
be infinitely contenting to fee the beauty and fair pro- 
portions of every part of this vaft frame 3 the fitnefs, 
ufefulnefs and correfpondence of it to all the reft of 
its neighbouring parts 5 «together with the exact and 
admirable order of the Whole. And can you imagine 
intowhat tranfports it will caft your foul to hear the 
praifes of the Creator fung by all his Works of won- 
der? And yet that isanother priviledge of this blef- 
fed place, by the advantage of whofe. holy filence, you 
will receive the cheerfull hymns wherewith every 
creature you behold, doth celebrate the wifdom, po- 
wer and goodnef§ ofhim that made it. You have 
heard ( no doubt) of the Mufick ofthe Spheres, which 
they fay would ravifh fouls from thefe mortal bodies, 
fhould it but {trongly touch their ears; and there- 
fore is almoft drown‘d by the noifeand clatter of this 
lower world. This is it which I am now commending 
to you, that {weet concent which all creatures make © 
among themfelves, that rare harmony which there is 
inthe motion of all the heavenly Orbs 5 which ftrikes 
the mind fo agreeably, that one cannot chufe but 
dance for joy together withthem. — But it is the pro- 

per entertainment of thofe who dwell in that ftill 
Region, in which alone it can be diftin&ly heard; 
and where aneverlafting fong to the Creator of all 
doth melt their hearts to joyn in confort with that 
Univerfal harmony. 


_soaRut yet the place isnothing fo confiderable as the 
Perfons that inhabit it 5 nor will it be foufeful to draw 
Ss their 
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their pictures curioufly as to defcribe their life and 
manners. Enquire not therefore of the vaftnels of 
" this place, the ftatelinefs of its buildings, the riches of 
their furniture, and fuch like things; but know that 


wes 


it isthe City of the Great King: the feat of the Impe- | | 


rial Majefty of Heaven, and Earth: — the place where 
the Lord and Governour of the whole world, whofe 
Dominion isan everlafting Dominion, and who reigns 
through all Generations, keeps his Court. Do you 
not think it will bea pleafingly amazing fight to behold 


the Majefty of his Glory 2 Or, What greater happi- | 


nefscan you wifh, if you were to be the difpofer of 
your own fortune, than alway to {tand before the So- 
veraign of the World, as oneof his Minifters and At- 


-tendants; and to live in his blefied prefence ; as one: 


~ whom he highly favours? To behold the wifdom of 
his Government, the righteoufnefs and goodnels of 
his Laws, the admirable contrivance of all his Works, 
the univerfal care which he takes of all his Creatures, 
_ the infinite extent of his Providence, and the power of 
_ his Authority, whereby he doth whatfoever he pleafes 

in Heaven and Earth, and Sea, and all deep places. To 

fee how he brings thofe things together which were 

removed far afunder ; and diflolves the combinations 

and confederacies of thofethings which were clofely 
united. Tocontemplate how he hereby makes thofe 

defigns abortive, which were juft bringing forth, how 

he difappoints the devifes of the crafty, and confounds 

all the fubtiley ofthe world, and catches it in its own 

fnares. It will ftrangely tranfport youto fee the beau- 

ty of hisHolinefs, the {pleridour and brightnels of his 

Underftanding, the largenefs of his Love, his uncor- 

rupted Juftice, his unexhaufted Goodnefs, his im- 

moyeable Truth, his uncontroulable Power, his vaft 

i M3 Dominions, 
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Dominions, which yet he fills with his prefence, and - 
adminifters their affairs with eafe, and is magnified 
and praifed in them by the throng of all his creatures. ° 
Thefe things I will leave to your own private — 
thoughts, that I may have timetofpeak of the reft of “_ 
the cxleftial Inhabitants, but efpecially ofthe Kzzgs 
Son, who isa principal ornament (if 1 may fpeak in fo 
Jow.a phrafe ) anda great glory to this place. And 
of him I thall need to tell youno more than this, that _ 
in his perfon there isto be feen at once the moft illu- 
 ftrious Lover and Warriour that ever was. His Con- 
-quefts have been innumerable. His Victories no Hi- 
{tory but one of his own infpiring is able to recount. © 
He hath trodden down’ the moft potent and giantly 
enemies. He hath triumphed over the Powers of 
Earthand Air. He hath trailed the greateft Tyrant 
that ever was feen at his Chariot-wheels. And there 
is one univerfal triumph of his over all things ftill be- 
hind, wherein there will be fpecial marks of honour 
fet on all the Citizens of Fernu/alem, who are to bear a 
part in it$ which. will aftonifh and ravifh all their 
hearts with Admiration, Loveand Joy. This will be’ 
the moft {plendid fhew, the moft illuftrious appea- 
rance that everthe Sun faw; for all Angels, and all 
Men; all that ever have been, are, or fhallbe, will 
there be fummoned to attend in fome fort or other 
upon the Pomp of that great day: Thenallthe Ci- 
tizens of Ferufalem will be feen with Crowns of Gold 
on their heads which this great Prince will beftow 
upon them 5 thenthey will appear on the Theatre of 
the world as fo many Kings raigning together with 
him and then all the Heavens will ring with fhouts of 
joy and praife to him that redeemed them , as they 
march along in his train thorow the Air to Ferufalen. 
For, 
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ever was: and the greatnefs of his valour and cou- 


- rage, doth not at all extinguifh his nobler flames. He 


is owner of the moft tender heart that ever was in 
any breaft; and hath rendred himfelf redoubtable to 
his greatef{t enemies by nothing more than this, that 


- hehathwon'fo many hearts, and triumphed over fo 


* + 


many brave fouls, who were vanquifhed by nothing 
elfe but the power of his mighty Love. Such a gene- 


- -rous Lover he was, that though he was rich, he be- 


came poor, that they on whom he had fer his heare 
might be maderich. He laid afide the Robes of his 
Glory, that they might be invefted with them. He 


- took upon him thefhape of a fervant, that he might 


prefer them to be the Sons of God,and Heirs ofa Kings» 


dom. And at laft he voluntarily, and without any 
compulfion but that of his Love, dyed upon a Crofs 
to fave the lives of thofewho were fo far from having 
any refentmefts of Love to him, that they had the 
hearts of moft defperate enemies again{ft him. For 


you mutt know, that heis fuch a Lord of Love,that the 


hatred and malignity of men could not extinguifh the 
fervours of his paflion. All the difcourtefies they could. 
dohim, were not ableto prevail with him to lay afide 
his thoughts of kindnefs toward them, The innume- 
rable afironts which he received could not make him 
go back to Heaven,and forfake this ill-natur’d world 5 
tillhe had expreffed all the Love-conceivable unto 
it. No, he dyed for thofe who took away his life. 
His bowels yearned toward thofe who were ready to 
rake into them with their bloody hands. His heart 


- burnt with affection tothofe wretches, that cruelly, 
pierced it , and thruft it thorow with a fpear. 


And therefore I cannot but think you would have 
/ a mind 


rat ; o7* 


For,asI told you, he isthe moft glorious Zéver that’ 
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you might be there where he is, andbehold the glory ._ 


which his Father hathgiven tohim. There he in- 
tends toentertain all pious men with an everlaf{ting 
Supper, to make them a never-ceafing Jubilee; and 


treat them with fuch fumptuous magnificence, that 


there will not be tongues enough among them all to 
publith his praifes, and their own thankfulnefs. Only 
you muft remember that the entertainment he will 
give them, is himfelf, and that they will feaft eternal- 
ly upon his blefled face. Their happinels will be to 
fee God, to behold the glory which is given to our 
Lords that isto know him, and tobe filled with his 
Wifdom, Love and Likenefs. 3 


And here, left { fhould not be underftood, and you 


fhould imagine the happinefs of feeing God and his Son — 


tobe lefs than itis, letme {top a while to explain this 
part of my.defcription to you, before I pafg unto the 


reft. You muft not then conceive that the pleafure of © 


Yerufalew, is to fit whole Ages , and meerly to gaze 


upon the Diviniey, or that they who enjoy the re-_ 


 pofe of chat happy place,do nothing elfe but feed their 


eyes with the beauties of our Saviours face: No, thefe. 
| ‘are. 
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vare the fancies of low and uninftructed minds, who 
___ know no higher enjoyments than thofe of fenfe. To 
_ fee God, will be to have fuch a knowledge of him as 
gives ourhearts a powerful touch, and ftrikes them 
with fuch a lively pals of him, that he turns them per- 
fectly into his nature, and transforms them into the 
likenefs of his divine excellencies. This glorious ob- 
jet doth, asI may fo fpeak, diffufe and {pread it felf 
all over inamour’d fouls, and by a living heat doth 
animate them into the fame difpofition with it fulf. 
‘The beauty on which they fix their eyes, doth imprint 
its own form upon their hearts, and makes them fair 
and beautiful with the fame lovely qualities which 
they delightto behold. ‘They do not bufie themfelves 
there, as men imagine, in gaping upon the {plendor 
and the many ornaments of that place, but they them- 
—» felves become a part of its glory, and are changed in- 
tothat on which they faften their eyes. They do not 
{pendtheir time only in looking upon God, and cu- 
rioufly prying into him; but they receive him into 
their hearts, and he enters into their fouls. He doth 
not guild them with his beams,but they themfelves be- 
come Light in the Lord. ‘There is not a glory only 
caft about them, but they receive fuch rayes of light 
from his face, as dart into their very hearts, and fhine 
thorow their whole fouls, fothat they alfo become lu- 
-‘minous and bright. They are fo ravifhed with his 
Goodnefs, that they are made Good. They are fo 
affected with his Wifdom,that they become Wife.1 he — 
fenfe they have of his incomparable Purity, renders 
them more Holy; and his dear Love fo over-maiters 
their fouls, that they conform in all thingsto his hearts 
defire, and it feems as if both their hearts had but 


one and the fame motion, In fhort, my meaning ea 
| N they 
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they are not happy at Ferufalem by any external in- 
joyment of God (which is allthe vulgar conceit doth | 
reach, when we {peak of feeing his glory) but they are 
inwardly moved by a powerful efflux from him, which. 
quickens them into the fame thoughts, will and defire 
with himfelf _ Their fouls are not outwardly painted 
with him, andfome colours, as it were, of hisWifdom 
‘and Goodnef laid upon them; but they are rendred 
living Images of God, and really changed into a true 
refemblance of that which they behold. It is not fome 
glory that appears before them which makes them 
blefled; but they are made all glorious within, and 
become themfelves God-like creatures. They do not 
behold the Divinity only without themfelves, but they. 
feeGod within them, and looking into their own: 
fouls, therethey find him, and are happy in him. And 
let me add this by the way , asl pals to other things, 
that fucha knowledge and participationof God you 
mutt purfue in this world, if you mean to come to Fern: 
falew, You muft here be partaker of a Divine Nature, 
and now be trazsformed by the renewing of your mind, 
proving what is that good, and perfect, and acceptable 
will of God.. ie 


But I think it istime to lead youto other Spectacles 
which are worthy your fight, and to tell you that in 
this City, all the glorious Minifters of State to the — 
King of Kings, have their Manfion-houfes, and Noble 
Palaces. All the Heroes of ancient daies do here make 
theirabode. Nay, allthe f{pirits of juft men that are 
made perfect, do hereinhabit, and have their conftant 
refidence.. And all thofe glittering Angels, and thofe 
brave minds that ever flourifh in this heavenly Court, 
I believe you will think fufficient of themfelves , if 


there 
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there were nothing elfe to render this a very {plendid 


place. The Laws indeed, of which are fuch, that none 


can be permitted to livethere but Noble men, perfons 
of high birth, and illuftrious defcent 5 for they are all- 
called the Sows of God. But that which gives them 
this Nobility, and {tamps fuch an honourable title 
upon them, is not fuch poor things as {well the men of 
our world into anaiery and imaginary greatnefs ; but 
the height of their minds, the purity of their hearts, 
and the excellent qualities wherewith they ‘are en- 
dowed, which intitle them to the kindred of God. In- 
fomuch that the meane(ft Pilgrim on the earth that is 


: found worthy by reafon of his virtuous difpofition,and 


generous {pirit, to be admitted a Citizen of Ferufalems 


in{tantly becomes Noble, and is inroiled among the 
Princes of heavenly Progeny. Into this blefied fo- 


ciety then when once you are received, How delight- 
ful doyou think their company and acquaintance will _ 


prove? Are you not highly pleafed now with a rare 


-Hiftory, and could you not lend your ears for a whole 


day.to hear the adventures of fome one famous perfon? 
And yet thefe are nothing to the pleafures that they 
can entertain you withall. There were never fuch 


things yet reported, as the Inhabitants of Ferufalene 


willbe ready to impart and communicate with you : 


~ Who can tell youa long {tory ofthe Love of God,and 


make a never-ceafing relation,an endlefs hiftory of all 
the rare paflages of his providence throughout the 
whole world. They: can prefent you with a thoufand 
Abrahams, and as many Jofephs, whofe adventures 
were fo ftrange, that fiction isnot able to invent any 


thing fo furprifing. Nay, out of thofe Countries where 


you thought there was nothing but horrid deferts, fal- 


vage fouls, and barbarous cuftoms; they may pro- 
N 2 duce 
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duce you many worthy minds, whofe renowned atts 
it will give you an infinite joy to haverehearled. — ~ 


But there is nothing, I believe, will touch you with 


"a greater inclinationto their converfe, than the know- 
"ledge ofthe fingular love and friendfhip that is be- 
~ tween all the Inhabitants of that City: provided you 


be already touched with any fenfe of the pleafure of 
thatnoble paflion. Theyarea people, I told you, of 
the moft excellent nature, and the {weeteft difpofition 
intheworld. They are void of all deceit and guile 5 
of all hatred and envy, of all covetoufefs and felf- 
love, of all anger and peevifhnels, with whatfoever 
other things there are that difturb our peace, and fpoil 
our converfe here below: So thatthey make the moft 
agreeable fociety that ever was, and interchange to . 
each others firch pleafures as my tongue hath not ex- 


_ preflions powerful enough, to paint them forth. There 


is no ftrangenefs at all among them. You can meet 
no body there, but they will entertain you with as 
much kindnefs and fincerity, as if they had known 
you many years, Andwhen many come together in ~ 
one place, there is no danger of their jarring, by reafon - 


of their different fentiments; but they bring a great 


addition of pleafure, and make the moft delicious har- . 
mony that evermoved the heart of man. ‘There they 
entwine in the deareft embraces. There they open 
to each other their very hearts. There they ftudy to 
increafe, not to dimiaifh their mutual happinefs. There 
they think all that another injoyes, is as if they: did in- 
joy it themfelves, And what they have of their own, 
it is not for themfelves alone, but for every body elfe. 
There you (hall meet with no pale fears, no anxious 
cares, no fruitlefs wifhes, no tormenting jealoufies, and 


no 


ie 
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no amorous fighs neithers for every one wil! love 
others as much as they defire, and with for noreturn 
again, but onty Love. If there be any particular 
Friendfhips there 5 they do not at al] fpoil the univer- 
fal kindnefs of the place. Others will not be loved 
the worfe forthem, but rather loved betters becaufe 
they will teach thofe united hearts the greateft Love. 
They may be efteemed alfo one of the beauteous {pe- 
Gacles of the place.and be reckoned among the grate- - 
ful varieties which will entertainus: When after the — 
pleafures of a more general and large converfation,. 
_ every one may retire to the company of thole he 
- loveth moft. 1 ee A 


There you will be met with fuch great and fhining 
lights asS*. Paul, who fet all the world on fire with the 
flames of their love. You will fall into the company 

of thofe burning hearts who were martyr’d .firft by 
their own Love, and then by their Perfecutors fury 

forthe good of the world. Anddo you think they - 

have put off their affections when they laid afide their 
rags.of flefh? Did all their fire go out, when they fuf- 
fereda diflolution of their houfeof earth? Or fhall 
we imagine that this generous paffion is the off-{pring 
of our body, and owes its being, birth and ftrength to 
this corporeal nature? We may not fo defame and 
afperfe the Love of our Lord; who.no doubt hath a 
more tender heart in theheavens, then he-had upon 
the earth. We may expect to find there more Love 
in the breafts of thefe holy Lovers who followed him, 

_ then here they were owners of ; though they had 
then fomuch that it was large enough to embracethe 
whole world. :They have not left their nature, but 
only its imperfections. They have not changed their 
N 3 affections. 
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affections, but only heightned and jmprov'd them. — 
And therefore judge how happy you will be in the 
acquaintance of fuch perfons, and how much more — 


happy in their excellent friendfhip.. Your Love will - q 


be raifed to a ftrange pitch, when you approach fuch 
intenfe and vaftly increafed fiames. Your heart will 
be all Fire when you come near to fuch huge furnaces ; 
the heat of whofe Love in thiscold region was fo 
ftrong, that it would have forced a fenfible foul to ex- 
pire with them. And is the joy, think you, conceiy-_ 
able which you will feel, when you find your felf in 
the arms of thofe mighty Lovers? For my part Ican 
imagine nothing but an Ecftafie, when we fhall be 
placed in fuch great Hearts; which are nothing elfe 
but Love and Joy tofee us at Ferufalem. { cannot pro- 
pound to my defiresa pleafure more charming than 
this, unlefs it be to joyn both heart and voice with the 
whole number of thofe glorious friends, to chaunt the 
praifes ofour Creatorand Redeemer. And indeed it 
is beyond the meafure of my poor {kill to invent any 
words that can tolerably defcribe the Melodies which 


will then be made, when the glorious company of the 


Apofiles, the goodly fellowfhip of the Prophets, the 
noble Army of the 4@Zartyrs, the glittering Troops of 
Confeflors, andthe innumerable Hofts of triumphant 
Souls, {hall compofe but one Quireto fing their An- 
thems and Hallelujahs tothe God of Love. But yet I 
am apt to think that their Mufick will receive nofmall - 
part of its graces from hence, that there will be no 
dilcord in their hearts, nor jarring in their affections, 
but that Love will exactly tunethem to a perfe& har- 
mony. Nay, this feems to be the fumm of what wecan 
fay of the happinefs of that eftate, that it confifts ina 
rapturous Love of God, and a moft palfionate Love of one’ 
. fhe anothers 
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another, Andtruly this is a thing fo inviting, and [ 
have fucha particular affection to this Umzty of Spirit 
among Brethren, that I fhould be tempted here to 
{peak a little of that Charity which you ought to have 
_ toyour neighbour (as I have already inftructed you 
- about that you owe to God) but that I have afligned 
another time and place for that difcourfe. 3 


Ca pv, XIV, 


The manner of their life who live at Jerufalem : and 


that allthings concur to weake it the moft pleafant of — 


all other. 

OU have great incouragement then to make 

hafte to Ferufalem, for you fee they pafs their 
time there more delightfully than in any other place 5 
and lead a life fo much to their content, that one may 
truly fay their imployment is to pleafe themfelves, and 
todo according to their defires.. The moft vigorous 
Soul that this earth affords, is but a drone in compare 
with the, {prightly air of them that inhabit thofe Coe- 
leftial Regions, You would fay the moft pleafant 
dayes that here we lead and ftudy to prolong to an 


hundred years,are but like a fleep and adream,a meer 


‘image and fhadow of life; if you could but be raifed 
for one minute to the ftrength and activity of thofe 
happy people, and receive but the fleighteft tafte of 
thole lively and eflential delights which force the 
whole foulto attend untothem. The brifknefs and 
chearfulnefs of our youthful time, doth not fo much 
excell the flat and infipid pleafures of our decrepit 
Age, as they themfelves are furpafled by the se 

nels 
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nefs and height of thofe joyes wherein the Citizens of 

Ferufalem are eternally irmmerfed. It is impoffible for — 
me to declare the fmalleft part of the {weet deleCtati- 

- ons which they refent ; but, to gratifie thofe longings’ 
which! difcernI have already excited in you, I fhall 
run the adventure of defcribing a few of thofe plea- 
{ures that guth out of that fulland ever-fpringing foun- 
tainof Good with whom they live,and maintain an 
happy converfe. And becaufe 1 believe you are de- — 
firous toknow, how they receive and take in thofe. 
Voluptuous injoyments, I will indeavour with one la- 
bour to fatisfie you in both. 3 


You may conceive then if you pleafe, that fucha 
{pirit as your own being advanced and fortified much 
beyond the feeble narrownefs of this prefent ftate, 
doth continually imploy the higheft and moft Sove- 

-raign powers that ithath, upon the higheft and moft — 
: fupream Good, That itis daily admiring’ his excellent 
nature, loving andembracing his amiable perfections, 
blefling and praifing his bounteous difpofition, ftudy- 

__ ing to conformit telf toall his defires, rejoycing in the 
full fatisfaction which he communicates to its heart, . 
and in-one word doing all thofe actions which afoulis — 
capable to -perform upon any other object in this — 
world: Andthen you will have a little Idea of that 
infinite delectation which fuch a conjunion of the — 

‘ -very top and flour of the mind with the beginning and 
original of all good muft needs produce. Look how 
you are moved in the injoyment of any fenfual good, © 
and that willtell youwhat they do who live at feru- _ 
falem, and whereinthe pleafure-of their life doth con- 
fift. You fee it; or fome way or other perceive it,you 
apprehend and lay hold ofits you feelit; you cleave 


unto— 
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~ umtoits you are tickled and delighted in it: and jutt 


 fowill you and all they live and be happy in God who 


arrive at that bleffed place.» Their life and felicity 
confifts in a clear.and diftin@ perception of him ; in 


> , aclofe union and conjunction of heare and will with 


him ; ina feeling of the pleafures thatare in him in 
an ardenc embracément of bim, that they may more 
feel him; and in an high delight and ravithment of 
fpiricin (ach injoyment of him, Thither if we can but 
_ get, we fhall love as much as we are able, and be able 
80 love far more than we can now think. The greate 


—nefs of the objec will intend the affection. The vatt- 


nefs of the Good will force the will to defire and love 
more then elfe it would. | We fhall injoy according co 
- the widenefs of our’'Capacity , and all our Capicities 
will be foinlarged, that they will exceed the excent of 
_ our prefent thoughts, asmuch as our prefene thoughts 
exceed our prefent injoyments. Ic is a life.wherein 
we fhall do nothing but what we defire ; and wherein 
all’things fhall be juft as we will our felves ; and where- 
_ ‘inwe fhall will nothing but that which is moft to be 
~chofen. A life, every act of which muft needs be {weer, 

and fullof joy, beyond all che meafures ofall our pre- 
fent wifhes. When we think, we fhallrejoyce; when 
we love, we fhall rejoyces when we adore or praife, 


we fhall rejoyce, Whatfoever we do, it willhave in- 


finite delight and pleafure in it; and when we have 
done it never fo oft, it will be eternally to be done 
againt and we fhall likewife have more power todo 
its andevery repetition of fuch a&s will be with a 
freth addition of contentment in the doing of them. 


- There isno fatiety nor loathing in the iajoyment of | 


that good’; no fainting nor growing weary: but we 
fhall alwayes think we have enough, and yer ftill be 
oO. injoy:ng 
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injoying more; we fhall-bein a perpetual youth and 
vigor, and yet daily growing more {trong and able to 
converfe with God. Forthat great Good cannot be 
known at once, norcan all the fwertnefs of that life 
be inftantly tafted, nor the rivers of thofe pleafures be 
dronk upat one draught: but fre(h delights will con- 
tinually entertain us; new pleafures will be fpringing 
forth unto us, and aflood of joy that we never knew 
before will overflow us, out of thae full fountain 
who now iffues forth info many ftreams, and diffafes 
himfelf in fuch great varieties in this world; that out 
minds may be every moment tmploy’d in fome rarity 
of nature, which, till chen, did never affect their eyes. 
A happy life fure this will be, when we fhall have be- 
fore us fuch an inexhaufted Ocean of Good to fill us, 
and fuch great appetites to be filled, and fuch repeated 
fatisfation in the filling of them, and fuch an increaie) 
of ftrength by their fatisfaétion s and wider capacities 
alfo.created by the continual flowing in of chat good 
upon us, which will diftend and ftretch our fouls by 
its injoyment, tomakeus more able co injoy it. | 


And now need I be at any pains to perfwade you 
that this City is a place which abounds fo much witha 
plenty of all good things, that there canbe no want at 


all, but a perfect fulnels of whatfoever may be an | 


happinefsto us? Tt is apparent already, that whatfo- 
ever we can defire, there it is prefent, and whatfoever 


is prefent is Good, and whatfoever good thereis, it is ~ 


_ all Good, pure good, without any evil; and that pure 
Good is all inone Good, GOD himfelf,who can be no- 


thing elfe but Good. How much do the Good things 


of this world delight us, which yet are not Good by 
themfelves, norcontain in them all that Good is, nor 
are 


Baie. 
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are only Good neither, but come witha great mixture 


of trouble to us ? Will not the enjoyment then of him 
give usinfinitely more pleafure, and make us perfedly 


_ happy, whois Good by himfelf, and not by derivation 


from any other, and fois perfe@ly Good, and nothing 
elfe but Good without ae ehh at all to abate his 
fweetnefs. Thefe things here below (faith an aacient 
Guide to Ferufalewe whom 1 have met withail) are 
fomething Good, elfe how fhould they at all delight 
us? butthey could not be good at all, if it were not 
for him that is All Good, and only Good, who hath 


made them to be what Good they are. For all Good 


was created by him, and he is that Good which was» 
created by none. He is Good by hisown Good, and | 
not by any paiticipated Goodnefs; He is Good from > 


his Good felf, and not by adhering to any other Good. 
As much therefore as he excells all other Good, fo 
much muft ourinjoyment of him excell all other in- 
joyment. As heis aGood that is from none but him- 
felf, fo our happinefs will be aGood that depencs on 
none but his happinefs. When weare with him we 
fhall butask, and we fhall fee; we fhall but fee, and 
we fhall love ; we fhall but love, and we {hall ecer- 
najly rejoyce: or rather we need noc ask acall, forhe 
will but prefenthim(elf betore us, and force us to love 
and rejoyce without any meafure. 


And feeing itis a place of fuch full fatisfs dion, you 


‘will not queftion its tranquillity and repo’e: efpeci- 


ally fince it # (as you heard before you came hither) 
the very Vifion ofPeace. The life which chey lead 
there is fo full of COfitent, thar they are nor difturbed 


by any paffion, nor 4 ies by the violence and. 


ion, A life itis, void of 
ail 


diforder of any unruly a 
1G ee 
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ali fadnefs, free from all grief, quit of all care, and rid 


a 


ofall anxiety ofmind. Wherethereis no adverfary © 
to aflault, no forbidden frit to tempt, no impetuous 


. defire of the flefh to moleft them, and no fear neither 


that ever they fhall be haunted with thefe enemies of 
their peace and contentment. O how happy fhould 
we find our felves, if we were but come to the top of 
that high Mountain, which will feem the more c'ear 
and quiet, becaufe fo many clouds have here fo often 
overcaft us , and fo many fudden blafts have ruffled 
and difcompofed us. There we fhall nor accufe one 
another of any injuries, becaufe we fhali not do the « 
leaft; nor be.troubled to purfue our right, becaufe- 
we fhall not be wronged. There we fhall live with- 
out jealoufies, and converfe (as I have told you) with- 
out fufpition; and pafs Eternity without any diffe. 
rence of opinion, or debates and controverfies in Reli- 
gion, which now are no {mall difeafe, and bring no 
little burden upon our hearts, Nay, the very actions 
of Piety, many of them,will be of a different kind from: 
what they now are, unatcended with thofe paffions 
to which we are now moved , which make us fuffer 
evil, while we do good. Here; as the forenamed per- 
fon well obferved to me, we do good works, when we 
deal our bread to the hungry, and seceive the di- 
ftreffed ftranger, and clothe the naked, which is a kind 


EN 
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fick men to attend, no prifoner to vifit , no tormented 


perfon to commiferate, no differences to compofe, no- 


I6r- 


contenders to reconcile: but our Love fhall be of | 


~ another fort, all joy, all pleafure in the good and in 


the perfe& happinefs of every one that we behold, 
And if there were nothing elfe there to entertain us, 
but the comforts of that friendfhip I told you of, and 


tiie delights we fhall interchange by a conftane amity . 


and good will, to one another; it were fufficient to: 
recommend this life to any wife mans affeGion , and. 
make him willing to forfake this world, to go-to a. 


- @ place-of fuch endlefs love and kindnefs. ma 


And, doth there mow need any demonftration: that: 


this is a place of great fafety and fecurity environ’d on. 
-all fides with the power of God againft the attemprs 
of all the enemies of our happinels >? No fare ; for then. 


we fhould be in danger of fome difturbance, If we 


-_ fhould conceive indeed any forces could be gathered. 


againft ic, and thac it were not impregnable in ic felf,. 


we might eafily imagine that fo many troops of illuftri- - 


ous friends, fo many bands of holy Lovers as here in- 
habic, would perform ftrange things againft the moft: 


‘puiffane Invaders. There is nothing, I told you, fo 


ftrong as Love,by the force of which in one fingle per- 


fon, incredible things have been atchieved- and. 
~ therefore much greater would the united power of it 


appear in fo many hofts of noble fpirits all infpired 
with the higheft degree of this affection, who would 
do their utmoft for the fervice and fafety of one ano-- 
ther. But yet weneed not have recourfe to fuch fan- 
cies as thefe, for the affurance of our peace in that blef-- 
fed place. It is impoffible that any ching fhould wound 
the quiet of fuch happy fouls, or make the leaft breach 


in: 
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inany of their injoyments. There-cannotbe fo much 
interruption given to them, as the fcratch of a pin 
among us amounts unto ; becaufe they are out of the 
reach of the evilone, and placed in fuch ftill and calm 
Regions, where nothing breathes, but only that love 
and dear affection for ever. | 


Upon which account allo itis, that there can bene 
intermiflion of their injoyments, no more than there 
will be interruption and difturbance. Te being a full 
and perfect happinefs, there will notime pafs wherein 
they will not be happy. The dayes there have no 
nights: The life hath no fleep, which is but the Image 
of death. There will not be fo much diverfion there 
from the proper exercifes of that life, as meat and 
drink now creates, which are the prefent fupport of — 
our infirm bodies: Much lefs will there be any difeafe 


ordeciy of ftrength, or the incumbrance of any of- 


thofe imployments which ingage fo great a part of our 
time andthoughts. Our Love therefore thal] never 
languifh, or ftand in need of any refrethment; our 
charity fhall not cool and abate its heat, our joy 
fhall not exhauft our fpirits, and leave us dull by the 
exces of it, as here ic jometimes doth. But, as I {aid 
before, we fhullrather gather ftrength, and grow more 
apt toiece ve an increale of joy, by the greatnefs and 
force of that. which we have already received, 


Tn ed but juft remember you, it being.a thing you 
have heard no doubt an hundred times, that this life 
of theirsis without any death: An eternal:life’ (as the: 
Holy Books callit) where we fhall not have fo much. 
facnels as the thoughts ofits having an-end would be- 
get. But we fhall rejoyce firit, that we have fo much, 

| and 


AS oe Ne 


Pee ey The Parable of the Pilgrims 
and next ofall, that we fhall never have le(s, and thea 


that we fhall {till injoy mores and above all, thar. 


what we do injoy fhall live as long as God who is the 


- caufe of it, thatis, for ever. 


T believe you are not weary of fo delightful a dif- 
courfe, yet, left I fhould keep you too long from the 
reft of my InftruG@iions, I hall fhortenitas much as I 
can, and fhut up this defcription with a medication of 
that devout perfon, who, as i told you long ago, un- 
dertook the Guidance of men to Fermfalem. How 
** different, faith he, is the life of thofein that place, 


_ “from that of ours bere? Here there is falthood ; 


“there is truth. Here is perturbation; there is a 
“faithful poffeffion, Here is bitternefs and hatred; 
“there is dilection and eternal love, Here is dange- 


- rous elation of mind; there is fecure exultation of 


‘“fpirit, Here we are in doubt, whether they that 
*¢ love us may not change their thoughts; there is per- 
© petual friendfhip, and no poffibilicy of being ene- 


“mies. Here whatfoever is good, we areatraid may 


“perith; there whatfoever we receive will be prefer- 
“ved by him that gaveit. Here there is death; and 
* there is nothing but life.. Here we injoy what the 
‘Ceve, and the ear, and our thoughts prefent unto us ; 
“but there we fhall fee whac the eye hath nor feen , 
«Sand hear what the ear hath never heard, and under- 
¢¢ ftand what the heart cannot now comprehend: And 
‘Cfeeing, hearing and knowing after chac manner, we 
“(hall rejoyce with joy unfpeakable. For what kind 
<Cof joy muft hat be, when thou feeft thy felf in the 


«© company of Angels; a partner in the Kingdom of 


«Heaven, to taign with the King of the world; de- 
<¢ fring nothing, to poffefs all things; rich, without 
f -  covetoutnels s 
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cecovetoufnels; charitable, without mony triumph- 


“ing, without the fear of any barbarous Invaders ; and 
¢¢ living this life, without any death? -O {weet life ! 
“othe more I think of thee, the more I love thee; the 
«more vehemently I defire thee , the more | am plea- 


“ fed in the remembrance of thee; I love to {peak of 


“thee, [love to hear of thee, Hove to write of thee, to 
<¢ confer of thee, to read of thees that fo I may re- 
< fre(h the pains, andthe {weat, and the dangers of 
«+ chis cedious life, by laying my weary headin the bo- 
“‘fome ofthy fecure pleafures. For this end I enter 
«into the Garden of the Holy Scriptures; I gather 
6 chere the {weet flowers of Divine Sayings; that 
“which gather, feats that which i eat, I chew over 
6 again; and ehat which I have tafted, I lay up in mine 
'«e hearts that by fuch fweetnefs I may allay the bicter- 
<¢nefs and irkfomene(s of this miferable life. O that 
my fins were done away! O that laying afide the 
<‘ burden of this flefh, I might enter inte thy eafe and 
«quiet! To receive the Crown of Life ; to be affocia- 
s ced rorthe coeleftial Singers; to behold the face of 
«Chrifts to fee the uncircum{cribed light, and with- 
“¢ out fear of death to rejoyce without any end. There 
“Seis the goodly fellowfhip of the Prophets, there are 
“che glorious twelve Apoltles; there is an innumer- 
“able Army of Martyrs 5 there is the holy Company 
‘¢ of Pious Confeflors ; there are the Divine Lovers of 
“e Solitude and Retirement; there are the holy Wo- 
“men that have overcome the infirmities of their fex, 
“cand the powers of the worlds there are the brave 
«Youths and Virgins, whofe holy manners tranfcended 
“their years; there are the Sheep and the Lambs 
“chat have efcaped the danger of glutting themfelves 
«* with thefe earthly pleafures; there perfeét Charity 
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_ reigns, becaufe God is there Allin All, There they 
“fee without fear, and love without meafure , and 
_“praife.withoue ceafing. There loving they praife , 
*‘and praifing they love, and it is their work to do fo 
““alwaies without any interruption, But alas! Who 
- ©“ can tell what a Great Good God is > (as he proceeds 
*° in another place) - Who can declare how full he is, 
** or relace the happinefs thar he will give us? We can- 
.  “€not cell it, and yet we cannot hold our peace: Ie is 
** more than can beuttered, and yet we cannoc chufe 
** but talk of it. And if we cannot tell ic becaufe of 
_ “ourignorance, and yet cannot hold our tongues be- 
—“caufe of our joy for what we knows in*what condi- 
- “ tion are we, which will neither let us fpeak, nor yer 
*¢ be filent 2? What hall we do with our felves, if we 
“Scan neither tell what it is, nor yet ceafe to {peak of — 
“ic> Ile tell youin two or three words; Let.us re- 
“joyce : Lec us praifeGod: Letus keep a perpetual 
* Jubileeherein our hearts: thanking him very much 
‘© chac we know fo much of this happinefs ; and chank- 
“ing himmore, that itis fo great that we cannot know 
*icall. ol ; 


Here, if the Guide had not madea little ftop, I 
think the Pilgrim had-interrupted him; for he had 
kept his filence thus long with great difficulty, and 
now cryed out witha more than ordinary vehimence s 
_ Bleffed be God that hehath brought metoths place! 

- Thisis none other than the fuburbs of Peru/alem , this 
is the Gate of Heaven, Happy was the day which let 
me fee your face! I heard fomething of Ferufalem be- 
fore by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eyes fee 
it, and{am all inamoured of it, You have fhowa me 


a fight fo glorious, that itis beyond our thoughts, and 
P A beyond 
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beyond out defires; I was going cofay, beyond out 
Faith, and beyond ovr Hope, Sure you are one of : 
the Angels of God fent from Ferufalem to ferch me 
thither, You had inflamed me with an high Degree of 
Love before, but now you have put me ina fiery Cha- 
riot, and methinks I am not upon the earth, bur afcend- 
ing up to thofe heavenly Regions. ‘Nay, you have 
tranfported me tothe City of God already, Methinks’ 
{fee the Lord of Glory. I behold the Fhorones that 
are ereéted for all the Noble Travellers to thar Holy 
Luand,. I fancy my {elf in the dear embraces of chofe 
Glorious Lovers. -And I amaprtto embrace you as 
one of the Seraphims that have fired my foul with the 
fame Love, I fee the bleffed Jefus preparing himfelf 
for his appearances and begin to think thac Tam 
triumphing with him. Or, if | am but ina dream of 
thefe things, yet itis fo pleafanc, thar Icould with it 
might laft for ever; and that nothing might awake’ 
me out of fuch adelightful flumber. Not fo, faid. bis 
Guide (interrupting his fpeech) I love youbetter than 
to let you enjoy fuch a withs and I would rouze you up 
to derronttrate their reality ,if 1 thought you took thefe 
things for charming dreams, and painted fhadows, You 
~ fhall not make fuch a mean fuppofal, nor contentyour _ 
felf with fuch aiery pleafures; for 1 will make you: 
know at once both that there is fuch a blefled place as 
Lbave defcribeds; and difcover to you more perfectly. 
the way untoit. There is another dear name inclofed 
in thofe words. which [told you mutt alwaies be fealed 
upon your heart, andthatis the Holy Jesus. -On 
whom Ido not intend that you fhould Yook only” as he 
fits on his Throne of Glory at Ferufalews, -but as he 
walked up and down the world, and was a Pilgrim 
like yourfelf travelling to that place, He publithed 
; Sai eae ye : =y Sea the 


yay 
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the Glory of ic, He brough: life and immortality to 


a lights He fet open the Gates of Ferufalem to all faichful | 


Travellers ; He run the Race himfelf wherein you are 
to follow 3 and for the joy that was fet before him 
when he should come thither, be was not afhamed of a 
poorer habit than che meane(t Pilgrim wears. -If you 
take a'view therefore of bis life, and trace his holy 
fteps ; you cannot mifs the Rode which I would have 
you take, nor fail co be convinced that it can carry 
you to'no other place but the City of God. | For, Do 
you not remember that chis perfon hath ftiled himfelf 
the Way? There isnothing fo neceffary than in all 
_ thar fentence, as this one word Jef/us to have alwaies in 
your mind: whom I fhall now defcribe unto you as 
a fair Copy, not only of that Humility and Charity 
which I named before; bur of all other things chat 
you muftrefolve to undertake if you mean co come at 
- Ferufalem. © 


hb Care XV. 
UA Defeription of Jefus, who. is the true Way to Je- 
~ rufalem. . Ja which be w propounded to the Pilgrims 
dmitation, par tig bat Wi 


ANd rt muft fet this Jefus before your eyes as 

one that was dead ta thefe outward things while he 
lived among them, and: that withdrew his heart from 
the world while he comver{ed with it, He was nova per- 
~ fon cloytter’d and tetir’d: from the fociety of men. He 
lednotan Anchorets life, whichobliged him to fhun 
-theircompany:' Nor did he puc ona fullen gravity 
~ that hould.affrighe men from his fellowship; bur he 

} 
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ufed the greateft freedom , and treated men with fuch: 
familiarity, that he invited them intoit, He did eat and 
drink as other mendo; he refufed not their invitati- 
on when they were defirous to entertain him, and even’ 
ata Marriage he denyed motto be a Gueft when his 
prefence was welcome to them. He had opportuni- 
ties of inriching himfelf as well as other men. Ho- 
nours would have waited upon him if he had pleafed , 
withouta Miracle, It depended upon himfelf alone 
to become the greateft manin the world. And the 
pleafures which others feek would have purfued him ,. 
if he had but given them encouragement. Herein he 
made himfelf glorious, and hath left us a noble ex- 
amples that he was mortified to all thefe carnal de- 
lights, when they were ready to chruft themfelves up- 
onhim; that he denyed the defires of wealeh, when 
it would cofthim no more pains , than to receive its 
and that he refufed all the Kingdoms ofthe world, 
whiclr would have eafily difpofed themfelves to his 
obedience. He walkt into Cities and Towns; and 
was ftill as unfpotted from the world, ashe was in a 
wildernefs. Helived in the thickeft of its temprati~ 
ons s but none of them could faften or ftick upon him. 
Hehad power at will, and his will fet bounds to ir 
when it had none of its own. He was a Soveraign 
Lord, but made no advantage thereby, fave only tobe 
better, and to do more good than any of his fubjects. 
He ufed greater moderation in all injoyments, than 
thofe did on whom he beftowed them. He lived in a 
fenfe of che Spiritual World, while he was a man of 


this, and incompaffed about with our infirmities, He 


was a ftranger to all-the evil manners and cuftoms of _ 
men while he was familiar with themfelves; and he 


teftified againft their wicked deeds while he kept 


— them 3 


EERE 


SUES iss 
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3 them company: Nay, he purified. many by his ex- 


Too 


ample, remaining uncorrupted by any of theirs. And — 


_ truly fuch a life itis thac you are tolead. Your way 
- — to fernwfalem lyesthroughthe World. You muft nor 
_ think to ftep into none but Religious Houfes, or ta 
fallinto no company, but that of the Pious: much 


lefs muft you expect ro lye immur’d from the {pecta- 


_ cles of Vanity ; and to fecure your felf from tempta- 
_ tions within the inclofure of high walls which they 


cannot climb over to approach you. But your man- 


mer of life will lead you.through the crowd: your 
-way will bring you into open fields, and expofe you 


oftentimes to the throng of fenfual objects; againft 


__ which you will have no defence but your own valour- 
ous refolution. You will not be able to refule them 


your company, or to pafs along without their ac- 


- guaintance, It willnot be at your choice whether 
you will fee, and hear, and feel thofe things that are 
‘amiable and delightful: nor can you ftop your ears 
fo clofe, but you will perceive they invite you toa 


friendfhip with them. Your skill and your courage 
therefore confifts in this; that in imitation of your 
Mafter Fefus , you live and converfe with all thefe 
things asa man that is Dead. You muft keep them 


_ company in fuch a fort, that they may find itis but the 
fhadow of you that is among them, and that they do 


not poffefs your felf. Let them know that they may as 


-well invite a Ghoft to their intemperance, uncleannefs 


and greedinefs of the world, as walte their time in fol- 
liciting of your affe@tion, Make them feel, chat is but 


them; and that itis impoflible they fhould have the 
better part. Let men have your company, but be not 


. pattaker with chemin their fins. Follow your affairs 
dane like 


half of you, and the worfer half which walks among | 
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like other folk, but take heed and ‘beware of covetouf- 
nefs, and watch thar you be not overtaken with fur-' 


-feiting and drunkennefs, or the cares of thislite, Let 


the World underftand that you cin fee it every day, 
and not fall in love with it: that you can deal and 


-graffique with it if need be, and yer not be unrighte- 


ous: that you can behold all its honours, and nor be, 
ambitious: that you need not hide your eyes from its 
beauties, and yet retain your own, and live in purity of 
heart, Beware of pleafing and humouring any of 
your fentes. Suffer chem not to feed too greedily: up- 
onany object, left your foul be inchanted and caft in- 


- go a forgetfulnefs of Jerwfalem, And remember al- 


waies that you are to ufe all thefe earthly things ra- 
cher of neceffity, then of choice: and to afford them 
your company, but not your friendfhip. | 


| And this, lec me tell you, is a more excellent and 
ufeful life, I may add, more laborious too, then any © 
other; though the aufterities of Monks and Hermites 
feem fo grievous and horribly affrighting, Notwith- 
ftanding all the fharpnefs they injoyn themfelves, they 
reap a great deal of eafe who are fequeftred from pub- 
Ick offices, and live without the incumbrance of many 
affairs, . Though. their Rules to which they are tyed 
appear fo rigorous, yet they are neither fo many in 
number, not fo thorny in their nature, nor have fo ma-’ 
ny faces, as thofe which bind a man of exact integrity 
in civil lifes They have but a few things to imploy 
them, and he ls ingaged in a multitude : and they have 
the fame things to do over again, but his Rules vary 
with a thoufand .circumftances. It is a pleafure to 
avoid the pains of well doing among thofe that are 
evil, It isarepofeto have but few enemies, and thofe 


ie Se fuch 
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fach as have been beaten an hundred times,  Thefe: 


people may have fome other glory, buc thae of ‘over- 
coming difficulties methinks belongs not to them. 


‘Moderation is a vercuemuch more coilfome, then their 
~Sufferance. That hath a thoufand feveral fafhions., 


whereas this hathno more thenone. It is no wonder 
that a man fhould be good where he fees nothing that 


js bad. He may well keep hisinnocence where ic is 


Hard to lofe ic: and foon fecure his foul when there 
is nothing offers torobhimot it. He isa very unfor- 
tunate man (as I have heard fomebedy well exprefs 
ir) who drowns himfelf in thac place, where he can 


-fearce find water enough to quench his thirft. His 
hap is exceeding hard who fhall take a furfeic, where 


there is (carce fo much victuals as will break ones faft,. 


~ Butwhen we are throng d with temptations, and belec 


with enemies; when there is a battery planted’ againft 
every gate, and not one of our fenfes is free from 


‘affault: chen ic isa bufinefs of fome labour, and ir de- 


ferves praife, to fecure our fouls, and to defend them 
bravely in fuch a violent ftorm, To efcape drowning 


when we are uponthe Sea, when the winds are bol- 


fterous, the channel dangerous, and we are caft among. 
ro¢ks,and have fhelves and quickfands. very near us on 
theright hand andonthe lefr; is a bufinefs that calls 
for anexcellent skill, and a very even fteerage, and 
fuch an experience as cannot be learned without a 


_grear deal of pains and diligence, Then Piety will 


thank us for our Love, when we are courted by Vice. 


And we fhall feem to have done fome honour to Good- 
nefs by cleaving to her, when we had large offers to’ 


become bad. So that! cannot fee by what merit the 


Seclafe do aftume to themfelves the title of Religiows 


more then others: fecing they give a greater proof of 


their 


ILI 


Tis 
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‘ee Vertue who are inthe World, and the World is 


not inthem; then thofe in whom indeed the World 
isnot, bat they alfo.are not inthe World, Itis more 


-. glorious to beat an enemy, then to-fly away from him; 


and it requires a greater fpirit to maintain a Breach , 
then to hold out within the Walls. 


Not that I difcommend Solitude at your firft fet- 
ting out, or would have you neglect it at certain fea- 
fons through your whole journey (for you fhall know 
the ufe of it better hereafter) butit is nor fic to defign 
co live alwayes in fecret, if it be poflibleto live and be 
fafein the World. This I would have you think ts 
the more perfed life, and more like to our Saviours : 
and therefore afpire to its and ftay not in the other 
any longer, then only to fit and prepare your felf for 
this, Andtell me, I befeech you ; do you not thinkic 
‘poffible for a man to have his heart in the World, when 
his leggs and arms are out of it? May it not dwell in - 
his fancy, when he fees it not with his eyes? May he 
not pleafe himfelf in the (hadow and image- of his old 
friend, which he fayes is dead and buried? May not 
one leave his foul behind, whenhe withdraws his body 
from allthe World > I with there be not many of {uch 
Religious men and women. As on the contrary I 
hope there are not a few whofe minds and bearts are 
fhut up from the World, though they are with ic 
every day. Who have made a Cloyfter for cheit 
fouls, while their bodies are at liberty. Who bridle 
their appetites, and lay reftraints on their defires ; 
though they live at large, and are under no Vow but — 


that of their Baptifm. 


‘Confider therefore how ridiculous it is to imitate 
another 


another fort of me 
the World, and renouncing all iss Pomps and Vani- 
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a, who hearing us {peak of forfaking 


ties; “imagine that they fbould throw away their 
rich garments, forbear the civility of a complement, oz 
fo much as a falutation, let their Gardens become 
wildernefies, and their Pigtures make fires, with 
abundance of fuch like follies. Alas! what have 
thefe poor things done that we fhould revenge our 
felves upon them ¢ what is their guile thar we (hould 
be fo fevere and fierce againft them? Is this the mor- 
tification the Scripture {peaks of, to execute our an- 
ger upon infenfible things ? It would. feem more rea- 
fonable, ifwhen a mamreads of crucifying the Ach, he 
fhould go and pierce bis own body, ‘and ftrike nails 
through his hands and his feet, And yet what blame 
doth it lye andes, that we fhould puc it to that tor- 
ment ? or what is that which we kill by fuch crueley ¢ 
No, n0, we maft curn the blow another way. We 
muft cut off our affections from thefe worldly enjoy- 
ments. We muft walk inthe flefh, but not after tr. 


Wemay feelics defires, but not follow them. We 


muft labour to become poor in the midft of abun- 
dance ; to be humble in high places; to be cemperate 


-amongit the baits of pleafure; to ufechofe things well 


which cuftome hath abufed; to think of our felves in 
fine clothes , juft as we did before they came on our 
backs. Andina few words, to withdraw our felves 


from all the inveiglements of the world, not in the | 


common way of removing our perfons from it, but by 
removing it from our efteem and affections. 


But Lam affraid of running into that errowr which 
I purpofed to avoid, if [ fhould continue to give fucha 
largeand pundtual accounc of all chat the Good maa 


QU {aid 
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{aid in this Argument. And therefore I will keep more 


exadly to my method in what infues , and contract the 
reft of his difcourfes concerning Fe/ms. 


You mutt look upon Fefw (proceeded he) in the 
next place, as a perfon that was highly contented, and 
wery liberal inthe midft of the greateft Poverty. It would 
have been little lefs then a wonder (as the world now 
goes) if I had faid that he thought he had enough 
though all the ground he trod upon had been his own; 
and that he was bountiful, rhough-he had been able to 
pave his way with Silverand Gold. But hehath lefe 
us an higher pattern, and taught us even in our Pover- 
ty co be charitable to thofe who aré reduced to grea- . 
rer meceffities, andin the meaneft condition to be bet- ~ 
ter pleafed, then worldly men arein the greateft fu- 
perfluities andabundance. He had no lands nor year- 
ly revenues, and yet the Hofpitality was noble which 
he maintained. His incomes were uncertain, and yet 
he never compiain’d or troubled his mind becaufe his 
eftate was no betteraffured. His Difciples were men - 
of a {mall fortune, and yet he labours to infufe into ~ 
them a moft liberal difpofition. He ftuck not to 


_ Spend all the victuals he had upon the hungry multi- 


tude. He chofe to lay outthe whole provifion of his 
numerous family in one feaft, rather then faffer them 
to faint who were come tohearhis Word. Though 
he lived asa Beggerhimfelf, yet he kept a purfe for 

the Poor, Though he was fupporced by the Charity © 
of others, yet he would be no more then their Steward, 
and receive their Alms to give it away. Great perfons 
miniftred to him, but he himfelf was the Minifter of 
all. His Poverty might have inriched him(elf, buthe 
chofe by ittoinrich others, And this truly feems to 


have 
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have been the proper effect of his being dead to the 


‘World. - He fele no need of its Riches, and fo he did 


mot covetthem.* And he did not let them into his 


- heart when they cameto him, and fo he was not un- 
iy . i 3 . = 4, ’ 
willing to pare with them. He thought the goodnels 


15 


of atl thefe things confifted in their Wle; and he knew ~ 


no betterimployment for them, then to fend them co 
ferve thofe who were preffed with want. You can- 
not therefore better pleafe him, then by imitating this 


‘bounteous difpoficion. There will nothing more in- 
dear you to him, then fuch a generolity , which may 


fhew it felfin a mean as well as ina plentiful fortune, 


_ Do you not obferve whar praifes he beftows upon a 
poor widow, .who had caft ail her living into the pab- 


lick ftock? It feems tome that this was a more plea- 
fing fpectacle to him, then all the offerings of the 
Rich. Read but his famous Sermon. which he made 


to his followers, and there you will find fo many pre-_ 


cepts. of taking no care for meat and-driak and 
clothes; and of giving away hoping for nothing 


again, that you will think he had a mind to recom-- 


mend to them this contenrednefs and Charity above 
all things elfe, And leaft you fhould fancy thar all 
the aéts of his Charity were miracles, which are no 
examples to uss or be like the Hypocrites, who ima- 
gine his precepts were given to upbraid our weaknefs, 
and reproach ro us our fall, rather then to direét our 
praGice: obferve the {mare Qaeftion which he asks 


toward the conclufon of that Sermon, Why call you me Luk, 6.46: 


Lord, Lord, and do nos the things which 1 (ay? As if he 
fhonld have faids are you not afhamed to call me 
your Mafter, and yet do nothing that I command? 
What mifchief is this that you fhould acknowledge 


mine Authority, and yet not be governed by my Will? 


Q2 Away 
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Away with this ‘Hopocrifie 5 Call me Lord no more, ae 
when you will neither do as I fay, norast do. The 
very (ame words fhould Lnow fay to you, if Idid not 


‘think chae you were refolved to tread in his fteps; 


and chat you efteemed poverty with contentment the 
ereateft riches; anda liberal heart with afmall eftate, 
the largeft poffeffions. You will not fail, I know, to. 
fcatter your Charity as you go along to Ferufalem. \f 
you meec with any diftrefled perfon in your way; you 
will be fure to do like the good Samaritan, and pro- 


videfor hishealch and deliverance. Nay, fpare not - ie 


ro feck for opportunities to do good: and fince we - 
live in an ill-natur’d and hard-hearted age; let your 
light fo fhine befo:e men, that they may fee Fefus ftill in 
the world. And indeed I have often beheld, to my 
great aftonifhment, a poor Pilgrim give more largely 


to acharitableufe, then a perfon of high condition in 


~ the World. There aremany Rich Gluttons who will 


beftow more upon thcir Doggs,thin upona needy La- 
zarns. have heard-men wonder they arenot afhamed 
to fee themfelves out-done by people of a meaner 
rank ; and chat they do not fear the bowels of the Poor 
will groan againft them, and complain to Heaven of 
their unmercifulnefs: But foit is, chat they have hard- 
ned their own bowels toward them, and think that . 
Heaven is as infenfible of all their cryes as themfélves. 
Their hearts areas cold as ftones; and you may as 
foon movea Statue todo good, asoneofthefeImages | 
ofmen, They are not crucified to the world, but 

they are killed in her embraces, and fhe hath huge’d 
them to death in her arms. “The world hath poured 
too many of her favours upon them, and preffed them 


to death with the weight of Silver and Gold. Their 


hands are faft clofed, their fingers are ftiff and rigid: 
ns “ies they 


they hold their money fo hard, thatadead.mans hand 
cannot be more inflexible, nor hold that thing harder 
which he grafps when he is juft expiring. Nothing but 
the example of the Lord of Life willbe of any power 
to get-them open. Thére is none but himfelf can 
breathe fuch a {pirit into them, as will loofenthe cold 
bands of death, and snake them ftretch forth them- 
felves to the relief of their perifhing neighbours. Pro- 


pound therefore this pattern every where in your 
practice: and if men like not to be the followers of — 
~Chrift on thefe terms, tell them chey muft look for 


tempted to do. 


their wages at the Devils hands. He hath as faft hold 


of thofe mifers fouls, as they have of their money, 


‘Hell is as greedy as their defires. It gapes for them, as 
they do infariably for Riches, And befides, if there 


be any troth in our facred. Books,.they, and their — 


riches, and their pofterity , fhall roc. and become as 
vile as thofe whofe miferics they will not pitty, . 


7 


‘And when you have well affected your heart with - 


this heavenly- minded and compaffionate Je/us , then 
turn your eyes to another fight, and behold in him the 
decpeft humility, ana the moft profound lowline/s of mind, 


joyned with the greateft perfections, and bigheft. abilities 


that ever any manhads It there were ever any manin 
the world that had caufe to bear himfelf high; this 
was the perfon, His indowments were divine; his rea- 
fons were infpirations; his words were oracles; and 

et blocks and truncks are wont now to lift up them- 
felves higher in their own conceit than he could be 
Never had any one fo large a know- 
ledge, that boafted folittle of it. His power was not 
to be equall’d on earth, and yet it did not domineer 


over the meaneft creature. He could do what he. 


Q3 would 
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would witha words but would not imploy the leaft 


breach in his own praifes. Thevery hemm of his gar- 


meat was thoughtto be of a miraculous vertue, but it 
was couched with pride as much as himfelf. The 
wonders which he did, wére alwayes accompanied 
with another wonder, that he took not the honour of 
them, but gave itto God. He was dead indeed nor _ 
only to che outward world, but alfo to himfelf, He 

was not only infenfible of the blandifhments of flefhly 
pleafures, but of the flacteries of {piritual pride. He 
wrought fuch Miracles as to raife the dead, but they 
could never raife any felf-conceit, nor give vain-glory 
in him any life. He would have concealed his works, 
if Gods Glory had not been concerned in them more 
than his own, He would have ftopt the peoples mouth 
as wellas his own breath; and-{tifled fame as muchas 
others feek to give it air, if it had not been for the 
good of the world that he fhould be known. And 


‘therefore when the fgme of him cid Ay abroad.ircould 


carry no other news but that he wasas humbleas he 
was great. When he was fu high in the peoples efteem, 
that they would have advanced himtobe a King, he | 


-chofe rather to remain a ptivate man: When they 


would have carried him into a Pallace, and made him 
a Court, he liked better to fteal away into a Defare. — 
Poor men were his Companions; Fifhermen and rhe 
meaner fort he took for his Atcendants. When he was 
in his greateft triumph, he was meek and Jowly riding 
upon an Afs, When his ears were filled with Hofanna’s, - 
he was going to humble himfelfto the fhameful death 
of the Crofs. He was in truth no other than the King 
of courtefie and humilicy. A Prince rhat liftned to | 
the petitions of the pooreft Supplicants; that ftood 
fill to hear the cryes of blind Beggars, that would 
éo8 : opel ee: ul . Toke: 
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fay, made it their ftudy to raife themfelves higher than 


~The Parable of the Pilgrim, — 


not refulea work of Charity becaule of its vilenefs s 


and in one word, that ftooped fo low as to wath his 
Difciples feet, which was the meaneft office of a fer- 


vant. I need not tell you fure for what purpofe he did 


this, feeing he himfelf hath faved me the labour by 


that {peech of his to thofe whom he had fo wafhed, 
IT have given you an example, that you fhould do as I have jh +3, 


done toyou. Let me fay to you therefore as he doth 


low as the duft you tread upon in the way to Feru/a- 


~ Jem, You muft not ftudy Fame fo much as Vertue. You 


muft acknowledge God inall, and magnifie your felf 
in nothing, You muft raifea name tohim, and not 
feck your ownrenown. When you are praifed, you 


muft-be the fame that you are when men difcommend 


you. You muft think it dangerous to afpire to ho- 
nours, and hunt afterpromotions. Let them find you. 
as unwilling toreceive them, as others ate to forbear 


‘their Courthhip towards them. © Condefcend to men 


z prefently after to chofe perfons, if yeu know thefe things, your & 
‘bappy are youitf you dothem. ‘You mutt lay your felf as 


of low eftate, and fore your felf familiarly with thofe | 


who are below you. Let the poor never be the ob- 
je@ of your fcorn, bue think that pride doth render 
you poorer and more defpicable than them, _ Remem- 
ber to ftoop to the meaneft offices of Love, whereby 
you may ferve your Brethren 5 and when you have 
done them, think that they are to be done again when 
their needs require them. And that I may not feem 


to impofe any heavy burden upon you, do but look at 
Ferufalem, and {ee how Fe/us is aavanced by humbling 
him(elf; and you will not need any exhortation to this 


Vertue which before I fo much praifed, and now again 
commend to your affeétion. Many of the Angels, they 


they 


they were, bue mifcarried. in the enterprife, and wert — 
not able to cffe@ it. They tryed their wings, and 
‘began to foar aloft, but they failed them fadly, and lec 
them fuffer a {hameful fall. But Fe/us, onthe contra-. 
ry, ftudied to be a great deal lowerthan he was; not 
only lower than the Angels, butinferiour to men, even 
‘the vilefttofmen. The iffue of which was, that you 
fee him exalted at Gods right hand, and he hath raifed 
himfelf thereby, not only tothe places from whence 
thofe Angels fell; but to fuch a dignity that he is 
“higher than all principalities and powers, and hath the 
nobleft creatures putin fubjection under his feet. Bea . 
follower of Fefns therefore in his Humility, depreffing 
your felfas low as you canin your own thoughts ; for 
that is the way to raife your felf to the higheft pitch 
_of Glory, and to be made equal to the Angels of God, © 
who have kept their ftation, and alwaies had their 
dwelling at Fersfalew. And it miy not be amifsthe 
more effectually to excite you, if you confider how 
thofe noble perfons have preferved their firft habira- 
‘tion, and remained fo long in the Ceeleftial Court. 
‘Was it not by humbling themfelves to the meaneft - 
imployments , to which the Soveraign of all orders 
and ranks of being in che world was pleafed to affign 
them? Are they not content to come and wait upon 
the pooreft of us, and to ferve as a Guard to the moft 
abject of the Sons of Men? Let usnot refufe thento | 
f{ubmic to any condition of life, wherein our wife Go-’ 
vernour thinks good to place us, nor imagine any of- 
fice below us, in which we may be ufeful and fervice- 
able to our neighbours. If we had no greater ex- 
ample than the Angels, it might well be expeéted that 
we fhould not difdain to appear in the meaneft drefs 5 
but fince the Lord of them all is pleafed to become our 


pattern, 


wo 


‘ 
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fhould make us love to be all over covered with this 
Hamility and to efteem it the moft glorious Robe 
thac we can wear, And cruly, if our hearts were 
couched with fuch a Charity to others as He was in- 
dued withall, we fhould not ftick to bow our felves, 


thoigh we were never fo high, to che vileft fervices, » 


for the fuccour and ‘help of chofe whofe miferies im- 
plored our affiftance. 


Let me propofe to you therefore the bleffed Jefus ia 
the next place, as a perfon that was very full of love, 


—— senderne(s and bowels of compafsion towards thofe that 
deferved nothing 5 nay, towards thofe that deferved ill ab 


bishands. He was fo difpofed to do good, .that they 
could not mifs of his kindnefs, who neither defired ir, 
nor were willing when it was offered co receive it He 


~ did not only pitty che weaknefs and infirmity of his 
Difcipless buchada feeling of the fufferings of thofe — 


who were ftrangers: neither was he only kind and 
benigne towards Supplicants; but his’heart was tens 


-~ derto the perverfe, untoward, and ungrateful people. 


There was nothing of roughnels, fowrenefs and uncivi- 
licy in his manners; but they were f{moorh, fweet and 
fall of Courtefie. His heart was nor at all piached 
and narrowed by the Love of himfelf , but it was in- 
Jarged into fich an univexfal Charity, that he feemed 
totorget his own concerns, the becter to provide for 
the good of others, The Inftances of his benignity 
and good nature are fo many, that to reckon them 
all, would be as long as to tell a flory of his whoie lifes 
for be went about doing good, t was his work and im- 
ployment to do benefits to the world, He was-the 


Sun of Righteoufnefs, that run along race for no other 
R, prize, 


: } "et 
pattern, and to abafe him(elf far lower than they, ic 
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prize, bur only to have the honour of {pe 


andto make all chat faw him fenfible of his flames. 


The Patients thar folicited his healing-power, were- 


innumerable; and the Cures which he wrought were 


- not fewerthanthey.- He livedall his timein a kind of 


Hofpital , being thronged with fick men, with Lazers, 
and other difea‘ed folks. And though it were turned 
fometimes to a Bedlam, by the company of Demoni- 
acks, and phrenetical people; yet he never complained 


of the burden, but ctiearfully entertained the occafion ~ 


of putting them in poffeffion of their wits again, Ne- 
ver didhe fend any man away without fatisfaction to 
his defires; but he caft out Devils, cleanfed their Le- 


- profies, cured their Palfies, untied the tongue of the 


dumb, opened the eyes of the blind, reftored feet to 
the lame; and befides, relieved their neceffities, had 
compaffion on their hunger, and fed their bodies and 
their fouls bothrogether, The whole Country feem- 
ed co be his family, and if he had been the Father of 
them all, he could not have been more tender, or 
yearned with greater bowels of mercy towards them, 
The oppofition and contradiétion of brutifh men did 
notalrer the fweetnefs of his difpofition towards them ; 


but he continued to do them good, to befeech and — 


entreat them, to weep overthem, and figh for their 
Infidelity, And when it grew to fuch an height, that 
they fought to kill him who had faved the lives of 


fomany; yet fo great was his Charity, that he paf- 


fed by their offences; fought not for revenge, which 
itwas eafie for him to find; and co fpeak all in one 
word, forgave the moft ungrateful enemies that ever 
were. I believe you will eafily grant, that it is a 


matter. - 


nding his, 
beams. Herejoyced to fpread his healing wings over 
every place. Itwas.his pleafure to fhed his influences, - 
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matter of lefs difficulty to forgive the injuries we 
receivefrom one that never was obliged to us; then 


to pardon him to whom we have expreffed the grea- 


_teft kindhefs , and ufed with the higheft civility, efpe- 
cially if his malice arife fohigh as to feek our life, And 
yet fo loving was our Lord, and fo defirous to fetus a 
noble example; that he never expreffed greater Cha- 
rity, than when he had the greateft reafon to be in- 
cenfed. He freely remitted the wrongs of thole'who 
not only hated him without a caufe, but who had 
greatcaufe to love him above all the world. And, 
though the wrongs were as great as the benefits he 
had beftowed , and they were beyond all meafure; 
yet, as his benefits did not make them become his 
friends, fotheir wrongs could ‘not make him become 
their enemy. Whar greater malignity is there than 
that which moves men to bereave others of their life ? 
and whar greater Charity than chat which indeavours 
to preferve it? We canconceive of none higher, un- 
lefs it be this, to facrifice our own life for the prefer- 
ving of other mens; efpecially of theirs that take it 
away. And fuch was the Love of our Lord, who was 
fo great a friend to fo great enemies as fought for ehac 
which he was ready to offer forthem. You know ve- 
ry well his words upon the Crofs, when he made in- 
_terceffion for the tranfgreffors, faying, Father, forgéve 
them, ‘Could he more effectually at thac time tefti- 
fie his kindnefs, than by fuch an indalgence in the 
midft of their cruelty toward him? What do we 
expect more from a Parent, thanthat he fhould over- 
Jook the faults of his children when they repent and 
fabmit themfelves to him? And yet our Lord ufes 
thefe men with greater clemency, and gives chem his 


pardon whilft they were committing of the faule.Nay, 
R 2 | he 


cy ees a be Pilgrim, it 
j he not only forgave them himfelf ;. but defires God to 
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grant them remiffion too, that be might be the. only 
fufferer, and they be free from punifhment. 


You fee then how your way lyes, if you will travel 


to Fernfalem, and defire to be with Fe/xs. The rough- 


ne{s of your way, and the afperities of mens manners ,. 
muft not fpoil the fmoothne(s of your foul, nor exafpe- 
rate your {pirit: but you muft be loving and kind to 
all, even tothe greateft offenders. Nay, if your nature 
be crabbed and auftere, you muft look fo ftedfaftly 


- upon Fcfus, and fteep your thoughts fo long there, till 


- your difpofition into a {weeter humour. The way to 
Ferufalem, \ aflure you, is full of fad {pe@tacles which. 


he infufe himfelf into you, and change the harfhnefs of 


. will afford you no other pleafure but that of having a 


tender fenfe of their miferies, and doing of them good. 
You mutt be civil and affable to every one you meet 
uponthe rode. You muft pitty and fuccour thofe wha 
are ready toperifh, You muft counfel and advife the 
Tgnorant, aad thofe who are out of the way. You mutt 
blefs thofe chat throw a curfe at you as you go along. 
You muft pray for thofe thatdo you wrong, And if 
any fellow-traveller to whom you have afforded your 
help, fhould prove arobber, and make an affault upon 


=yous youmutt ftill preferve your love to him, and not 


fuffer him to rifle you of your grace to forgive him, 
And indeed, when we confider how much more reafon 
there is that we fhould do good to others, then thar 


God fhould do good to us ; and when we think alfo 


i 


how much more he hath done for us then we can do 


for others ; and when we remember withall that they. 
are our equals in the chiefeft things, and that in fome. 


they may be our fuperiours, when as he is fo much 
: above 
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Above usin all, itwill fet our hearts wide open,,and 
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make them free and generous, though they were ne- 


ver. fo faft locked and. barred. before; and render 


them fofe and render, though they were as hard and 


~ ftubborn as bolts of Iron. We fhall not then be back- 


ward to forgive injuries, todo good to enemies, to re- 
ply wrongs with courtefies , to bear with mens folly 
and weaknefs, to envy.no mans profperity, bur to re- 


joyce in the good of all, as if ic were our own happi= . 


nefs, But-poor Pilgrims will find themfelves in fuch 
need of the charitable help and comfort. of others, 
that I thinkicis not necefiary to prefs you any fur- 


‘therto this thing which will be nothing more, then ro 
 dote all as you wonld that all {bould do to you, 


Ler me therefore proceed to tell you how Jefus bore. 
the contumelies, reproaches , and flanders of others with 


the greateft meckne{s, though he was a perfon of the greatest 


quality, and of the higheft dignity and werth, Noman: 


ever did things with a.betcer grace, or deferved more 


to be accepted with admiration and praife, and yet. 
there never was any perfon entertained with greater. 


{corn, ot fuffered more obloquies, and ignominious 


ufage fromthe World, But cid he receive them with: 


that choler and wrath, which they who call them- 


felves High Spirits, do fuffer their fouls to be tran‘port> 


ed withall? No fuchmatter; but he was dumb asa 


Lamb before the fhearers, and did not fo much as open 


his mouth; though confidering his high birth, and the 


manner of other men, he was tempted to roar like a: 


Lion, and fpeak with a voice of thunder againft his 


infolent defpifers. 1 will not recite all the vilifying . 


language, nor give you a catalogue of the contemptu- 


_ous aétions which he was affronted with ; but leave. 
| it: 
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it to your own diligence to obferve them, and together 


. 
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therewith the mildnefs of his {pirit, and the admirable 
temper and moderation of his mind in the fharpeft pro- 
vocations to anger and difpleafure. When they called 
him Devil, he confated the calumny by not fuffering 
the leaft fpark of that hellifh fire to kindle. When 
they faid he was an Impoftor, and came to deceive the 
world, he was only excited thereby more boldly to - 
fpeak che Truth. And when they charged him with - 

treafon, he afferted his innocency by-no other means, 
then fubjection of himfelf to the vileft death, When 
they fcourged him on theback, and buffeted his face ; 


“he did not return them fo much as a lath or a blow 


with his tongue. When they committed all the out- 
rages that could be devifed upon him, they only ferved 
to prove how free he was from paflion and rage. Which 
methinks fhould be fufficient to cool the boiling hears 
of the fierceft fpirits; and to quench the intemperate 
fires chac burn in the moft inraged minds. There is no 
man that can boaft of fuch an extra@ion as his, or that 
canindure fuch indignities: and therefore itis infuf- 
ferable that mens paffion and anger fhould take’ coun- 
tenance from the quality of their perfons, or the qua- 
liry of the reproaches that ate offered tothem, No, 
the nobleft men in the World ought to extinguifh 
thefe flames by fuch a glorious example, and to-put up 
offences and fcoins quietly withouc anfwering and re- 
turning the like again. And I befeech you to learn 
chis leffon well if ever you meanto attive at Perufa- 
lem, You wilhave very great ufeof ic, and will find’ 
icimpoflibie to hold onin your journey, unlefs you be 
fortified with this meeknejs of fpirit, and can be con- 


tent to be difpifed and fee at naught, tobe efteemed 


a fool, anideot, or any thing elfe that men pleafe to 
RS call 
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call you while you are about Gods bufinefs and doing 


his will among them. The very way to Jera/alem is 


_ loadned with many reproaches, and therefore they 
‘who are in ic muft not expect to have a priviledge of 


{uftaining none ofthem.. A mancannot take a Pilgri- 
mage through fuch a worldas this, and meet with no 
affront and unworthy ufage inhis paflage, Your very 
hab:t and fafhion, I mean your manners and courfe of 
life are fo different from theirs, chat they will noc 
love you, though in all thing’ elfe you pleaferhem well 


enough, A mortified life isa reproach to thofe who - 


are diffolute. Andif they cannot find in their heare 
to difcommend Ferufalem, it is a grievous rebuke to 


them that they donor travel with you thither. You- 


difturbthem fo much, that yon muft either have theiz 


company, ot their calumnies, They mutt either do’ 
well, or {peak il] of your doings, They areexafperated 


hereby to flander you., that they may juftifie them- 
felves ; and co follow you with. backbiting language, 
to excule their not following of your pious life. . 


It is the partnow of a gallant {piri to defpife their: 
revilings as much as they defpife you. You cannot. 
exprefs greater magnanimity then to neglect thefelic- - 
tle barkings , and not fo much as life up your ftaff. 
againft thofe that purfue you with them.. Let them - 
know that they are below your anger, and that your. 


refolution is not. to be moved by their petulanc 
fpeeches. Asyou think that Temples and Kings Pal- 


oo) he 


laces are not difhonoured when the doggs that come by 7m: 


do lift up their leggs againft them; fo you muft not 
think your felf the worfe for the difrefpetts, the alper- 
fions and contemptuons language that you meet with- 
all in the world; but be as licele concerned in them as 


you: 


Ornate 


other time, : 


t 


| Let me now lead you fo take afhore glance of bis 
admirable Patience under unheard-of (ufferings , though 
he was a perfon uo le{s fenfible of pain, then be was innocent, 
and deferved to be freed from it, For which I fhall refer 
you to.the Hiftory of his bloody and cruel Death, 
where you will behold an heart fo refigned to God, 
that the greateft torments could not make it recoil 
back into Self, nor feek foreafe in any other place 
then in union with his Will. All thac I fhall fay in this 
argument, is, thac you muft learn thereby to indure 
all chings, with a conftant fubmiffion to the Divine 
pleafure and appointment, without thofe.mumurings 
and complaints which are aptto. accompany the crof- 
ling of our Defire. . For we have a great deal more 


reafon to do fo then He, in as muchas though we may _ 


be innocent foward men, yet we are not fo toward 
God and if our offences were punifhed according to 


our defert, they would receive a (harper chaftifement 


then that which weindure. He {uffered for well do- 
ing, and we for ill; He bore other mens faules, and we 
our owns heindured much, and we little: and there- 


fore it will be a great (ame, if when our fufferings are - 


little, our repinings are great; and when we {uffer 
what we deferve, it makes us foreftlefs and impatient; 
that we add toour ill defervings, I pray you there- 

fore 
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tue of Patience ; for,{ muft tell you, erelonga number 
of things. that will try its mettle, and fhow you in 
what greatneed you will ftand of it ia your way to 
Fernfalem. +S sean 


| For the prefent F will. divert your. thoughts from 

thefe fad fpeGacles, and carry you to more pleafant 
contemplations. Behold then how Fefus was much 
_ with God by Meditation, Frayer,.and devont affe dion, in 


the midft of all his bufiae(s, andin a great crowd of follows» 


ers and attendants.. He lived, as I faid in the World, 
but in that he fought for folitary places, and abftraGed 
thoughts. When he was with the people, He never 
forgat God: upon all occafions He took notice of him, 
and in whatfoever he did acknowledged him, Bue 
befides, he devifed many times of retirement, and was 
wont, vpon a remove,to fend his Difciples away before, 


that he might ftay along withhim. Nay, fodefirous. 


he was of this heavenly Solitude, thac fometimes he 
continued a whole night together in Prayer and holy 
thovghts. Andfo truly would I have you do in your 
Travels :, Take the advantage of any Shades or 
Groves that you fball meet withall, for fecret con- 
ference and difcourfe between God and -your Soul, 
Repofe your felf as long as you can in thofe cool and 
ftill places, and there invite Heaven into your Society, 
_and prepare your felf for the prefent it will make you 
of the beft of its bleffings. Nay, I would have you 
form to your felf fuch occafions as off as you are able, 
and contrive opportunities for privacy and inclofed 
thoughts. 
your own hands, into which you-may withdraw your 


felfand'bealone. Get outof the throng, and suf 
> S aebitac: 


Build a great many little Arbours with 


a 12g 
fore to fortifieyour felf witha greathtockof this Ver- 
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affairs give wayto the entertainment that God will 
ae your Gal nis bleffed company. Bid them ftand 
afide a while, and not prefame to difturb the bufinefs 
which youhave above. Let every thing underftand 
that you are entred into an holy place, whither they 
muft not dare to approach. And when you are thus 
fequeftred, let me tell you this for your comfort, that 
you will have the faireft profpe@ before your eyes that 
is tolbe found onthis fide Feru/alem. You will fee the 
Glory of God that fhines in allthe world; you will 
hear the mufick which all his creatures make in his 
praife ; you will be ravifhed with the tafte of his good- 
nefs, which you will feel him pouring out on every 
fide; and in one word, you will behold fo much of 
the Beauty of Ferufalem it felf, that you will travel 
with the better courage thither. But that in which 
I would have you fpend the greateft part of thofe pri- 
vate feafons,is in thinking of your own eftate,and com- 
paring your life with the life of Fefws. Let him be 
your companion when you are alone: look ftedfaftly 
on his face, and obferve what refembance you bear to 
him. Pray him to draw and defcribe himfelf more ex- 
aly upon your foul, and to fupply all the lines thac 
are ftill wanting to render you an accomplifhed Image 
of him. Shew him how defirous you are to be con- 
formed inal! your thoughts, words, defires, and acti- 
ons, to that excellent model of perfection which he _ 
hath given you in his own example. Let him know ~ 
how much youare in love withhim, and that you wih 
for this above all the world, to be like tohim. Itcan-_ 
not be thought that he will deny your defires, or let . 
your indeavours want his help for the making you 
more compleat in him. You will come out of thefe 
fecret places with a greater luftre, and iffue forth with 
| -? eo) gi preager 
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agreater force and power to follow the fteps of your 
Saviour, Your face will be indued with fuch a bright- 
nefs, and caft fuch a {plendor roundabout, that it will 


__ be feen by all that youhave been with Fefus. Who 
 canexprefsthe pleafures that hide themfelves in thefe 


retreats? or tell the contentments that are locked up 
in thofe unfrequented clofets » Do but enter into the 
firft of them that prefents ic felf, and there will need 


- mothing more then the fenfible deleCtation which you 


will find in it, to invite you to feek fuch filent retire- 
ments. Thefe quiet places are the refemblances of 
the ferene regions above, and little models of Heaven. 
They are hung round about alfo with a great many 
Pictures of Fefus,which will ravifh your hearr,and draw 
it outof yourbody tofnatth ic upto himfelf. Inone 


corner you will fee him pictured as the Lover of men; 


and in another you will behold: him in the greateft 
abafement and humility thar ever was. On this fide 
you will fee him dealing his Charity tothe Poor, and 
on that he will difcover himfelf attending on. the fick. 
Here his Meeknefs, there his Patience will be lively 
reprefented toyour eyes. In one place you will find 
him pouring out his Inftructions, and in another 
pouring out his Blood for the Good of men. And 
from every one of thefe you will receive fach touches, 
and feel your heart fo wounded; that you will never 
be more inamoured of him, then when you and he thus 
meet. alone, and he makes this private vifit to your 
Soul, There he will open his very heart to you, ahd 
Jez you fee how much you arein his favour. There 


he willimpart to you his confolations, and fill you with 


his Spirie, Your mind will there be illuminated, your 
affections inflamed, your refolutions ftrengthened, and 


all your faculties invigorated with a greater chearful- 
2 S 2 ne{s 
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ne(s inobedience to his Will». And therefore do not 
failas oftas youcan to get out of the duft and heat of 
this World into thefe clofe and cool walks which 7e- 
fas {requents. For, though the dews of the Divine 
"Grace fall every where, yet they lye longeft in the 
{hade. Thefefugar’d drops do love moft to ftay in 
the folitary places. And when you can find no where 
elfe this milk 6f Heaven wherewith all things are nou- 
rifhed and refrefhed; you will be fure to meet with 
plenty of it in thefe hidden receffes, 


_ But then I muft remember you, That in the greateft; 


: swoft open and full manifeftations of the Glory of Ged up-~ 
~ en Jelus, he was very private too, and cared not for having 


it publifhed and talkt of abroad in the world. When he 
was transfigured in the Holy Mount, youread that he 
went afide privately with a few of his Difciples ; which 
may well commend unto you the love of retirement: 
And that brightnefs alfo wherewith he was cloathed, 
he commanded to be concealed as a great fecret tilla 
fic feafon-to divulge it; which may well teach us to 
keep to our felves what pafies between God and our 
fouls, till others may be concerned in itas much as our 
felves. ‘You may refer this perhaps co the Humility 
of his Spirit, but yet I thought good to advile you of 
it alone, becaufe iz deferves a particular confderation. 
There is a vanity you may be guilty of if youheed not 
this, of glorying when you come abroad again, of the 
fecret communication that youhave had with Fefas in” 
the time of your Solitude. For I obferve it is the Ge- 
nius of fome who profefs acquaintance with Him,when 
they feel any delicious joyes exceeding the common 
fort (which perhaps are indulged only in favour of 
their weaknels, and intended meerly to cherith their 


~— cprefent. 


_ private from the World. 
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forit, They think ita piece of Religion to communi- 
cate their experiences to the next paffenger they meet 
withall: They love that others fhould know how 
nobly. they are treated: and fothey lay adouble fnare, 
one for chemfelves by the high conceit which they 


_ may raifein others of their excellencies ; and afecond 
- for their neighbours, by the difcouragement they may 


feel for want. of fuch elevations. If your fpirit there- 
fore be at any time tranfported; if God fhine into 
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prefent childith condition) to blaze them every where, 
,and report them cto others without any great occafion 


- your heart very brightly, and darken all this world in ~ 
your eyes by caufing his glory to.cover you; I befeech 


you caft acloud aboutit, that no body elfe may fee ic, — 


_ unlefs the good of others make it neceflary thae ic 


fhould be revealed. Draw avail over your face when 
it is fo radiance, leaft by fhining too brightly upon 
others, it hurt cheireyes ; and the reflection of it prove 
dangerous t6 your felf. As when you are in the World, 
you muft not forget to be private with God; fo when 
you have been the moft with God, itis {afeft to keep ic 


It may be feafonable here to add, that -while He 


maintainca this delightful converfe with God for his own 
benefit , his life was moft profitable to others. Prayer 


- and Meditation did not hinder his labours; but they 
- were {purrs to induftry, and made him more careful 
- todohis work for which he was fent into the world. 


_ He was.not only attent to his own fpirit that ic mighc 


“be kept with God, but he watcht for advantages of 


bringing the. hearts of others to him. Much-lefs did 
he {pend his time in pleafing amufements to think how 


much he wasinthe favour of Heaven; but he iffued 
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out of thefe dilicious thoughts, and took as great a 
pleafure in introducing others into the fame favour. 
There was no hour paffed, but he did fome good or 


other to the world. The finifhing of one undertaking, 


was but the paflage to another. When he ceafed to 
do any thing, ic wasonly that he might begin again. 
The change of his labours ferved him inftead of re- 

ofe. And to gotoanew work was all the Reft chat 
he defired, His greateft pleafure was to doa pleafure 
to othermen. He chofe rathet to want his meat, than 
fuffer them to want hishelp. The greater pain there 
was in any bufinefs, the more he delighted init: and 
pleafure could not win his love, but by means of the 
labour which did bring ict forth, In which diligence 
it concerns you very highly to imitate him, if yonmean 
toaflure your arrival at Fera(alem, The world isthen 
to be feared, when it finds us empty and void of em- 
ployment. Weare fafe enough, though we live in it, 
if we do not live in idlenefs. While we have fome- 
thing elfe todo, we fhaileafily refiftit, and curn afide 
the ftrongeft of its temptations. You muft not beat 
leifure to go about any thing thatisbad. You muft 
deprive vice of all means to approach you, and let it 
have nd time wherein to make its affaults: Whenfo- 
ever it attempts toenter, let ic find chat you are full, 
and that thereis no room at all for its entertainment. 
Let the folicitations of the flefh ever come out of fea- 
fon, and know that you have nota moment bye what 


is pre-ingaged to fome other imployment, Whenany 


tempration defies to fpeak with you, let the anfwer 
be ready, that there is other company within, and thae 
you cannot attend it: and when ict would violently. 
draw you away , let ic find you bound and held very - 
falt by fomething elfe, Finally, be unwearied in well 


danince 
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doing, and allot every portion of your time to fome 
honeft ufe or other : So will the world defpair of win- 
ning you to her defires, when it alwayes takes you 
other wayes bufied, and perceives that all your hours 
are deftin’d to other purpofes. And truly, if chis were 
the conftant end of our living, to do good, or to receive 
it, it would prove the Bane of fo many unprofirable 
thoughts when we are alone, and fo many unprofitable 
words when we are with others; that we and the 
- World would be very much amended by it. 


| 
But now it is time to draw to amend of this dif- 
courie, and therefore I will only give you a fhorere. 
membrance of this one thing more, That Fe[us was very 
frrong torefift the temptations of the Devil in the midft of 
his greateft weaknels, and had a_great Faith and confie 
dense in God in the midff of the greateft dangers, and moft 
fudden furprifes. His long hunger was not fo fharp, as 
to provoke him to take any undue means for irs fa- 
_tisfation. When his Difciples awaked him in the 
middle of a tempeft, his heart was notterrified, nor his 
thoughts difordered; but he gravely reproves the 
fmalnefs of their Faith. He ever held Heaven faft by 
thehand, and whatfoever it was that aflayed to fhake 
his conftancy ; he ftood firm, and would not be mo- 
ved fo muchas to doubt of the prefence and power of 
 Godwithhim. Be yon fure to have this Faith and 
powerful confidence of his alwaies in your eye: for 
you muft not expec (as I fhall fhortly tell you) co pafs 
to Ferufalem without many confliés, Whenyou are 
moftinfirm, your enemies will moft ftrongly affaule 
you, and ftrive to hale anddraw you another way, 
Your affli@ions will give them refolution, and in the 


time of your languifhments they will take to them- 
EDN se 1 eae . felves 
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-felves the greatet courage. | 


‘The Parable of the Pilgrim, 
hatfoever other weak- 


nefs therefore youlabour under, be. fureyou be not 


a) 
weak in Baich: and waen all-other fupports in the 
world fail you, remember to cleave and adhere clofe-= 
ly unto God. Keepawake a fenfe of his prefence with 
you, by often thoughts of him; thruft your felf into 
his arms continually by a firm truft inhims be ftrong. 
in the Lord, andin the power of his might, by taking 


hold of his Almighty Goodnefs. And then lec your 


Adverfaries be what they will, whether from within, 
orfrom without ; lec their Armies be never fo nume- ~ 


yous which are fecin battel againft you: Doubt not 


buc through an }o' confidence in God, andthe féer- 
vent prayer of Faith for the aids of his Spirit; they 


-fhailall disband and fly away like fo many heaps of 


duft before the wind, and yield you the vi@ory which 
they promifed to themfelves.- In this affurance I 
think icis beft to feal up the fecrets of thar fentence 
which I have been fo long difclofing to you. For, 
though there are many orher things remarkable in 
Fefus (as you will fee if you frequently faften your 
eyesupon him) yet if I fhould enumerate them all, 
I muft turnover the leaves of the whole Gofpel, and 
unfold them'to you. ‘The particulars alfo that I have 
mentioned, are fufficient to give you fucha rafte of 
him, thacif you like them, you cannot but delight to 
feek out all the reft your felf; and therefore I fhall 
not deprive you of that pleafure, prefuming that you, ~ 
are not infenfible from what hath been faid, thatthere 
is no greater than to know and follow Fefas. :. 
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Of Faith in Jelus, How imperfectly, or obfcurely it is 
commonly expreffed, to the great danger of Chriftian 
Pilgrims. What the true xotion of it is, which can 
wot deceive usc af: i, 


AX? truly herein he was not miftaken, for 
. ‘though he {poke thefe laft words with an accent . 
~ very fharp, yet the Pilgrim hath often fince {aid,- thae 
he chought his heart made a fhriller Ferho, and bade 
him Follow Fefus. It isnot in the compals of my power 
torelate the contentment which the poor man took in 
this difcourfe. He felt rather an exceffive joy, than 
a bare fatisfa@ion, which Save many indications of it 
felt, thoughit could not be expreffed. But the firft 
*- words, as 1 remember, which he uttered when the 
other made a little fop, was this vehement exclama- 
tion. Oh Sir, how happily have you uadeceived me! 
Ihave thought fometimes, thatthe way to Jerufalem 
lay moft of all through Charches ; and that a Pilgrim - 
had little elfe to do bur only co hear Sermons very oft, 
and read good Books, and make many prayers ; and 
that in thefe the very lite of Religion did confit, Nay, 
- [have been periwaded to think that he had no other 
task but only to Believe on Fefus, and that he would 
take care to carry him to Fermfalem. But thanks be. 
~ to God and you, I have now heard another Jeflon, 
which I will ftudy to leara my whole life, I find my 
felf already fo muchin love with Jefas, that 1 believe 
I hall carefully mark every ftep of his holy feet, of 


which he hath lefe us any print; and indeavour to tread 
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inthem, following of him with as much“exadtnefs as IT 
am able, He would have added a great many more- 


a> 


proteftations of his hearty intentions , but that the 


Guide thoughtit fic to lay hold on this occafion t6 in-. 


ftruct him aliecle further about thofe things wherein 
hebad been fo grofly abufed, Having let him know 
therefore that he was no lefs pleafed than himfelf to 
fee fo fudden a fruit of hislabours, he proceeded to 
tell him that he had taught him nothing new in all his 
difcourfe, nor fpoke one fyllable bur what was com- 
prehended in thofe few words, if rightly underftood, 
Believe inthe Lord fefus. For, taough Faith in Chrift 
hath fometimes a reftrained fenfe importing our truft 
in him for help and fuccour 5 yet when it ftands alone 
by:it felf, it hath a more comprehenfive meaning. It 
is fo far from denoting fucha part of Relgion as thofe 
now mentioned, that it frequently comprifes the 
wholes and it muft alwaies be conceived {uch a part, 


as neceffarily implies and inferrs *\l thereft. I {peak. 


now of the Pilgrims Faith, which you muft carry along 
withyou. Of which, whofoever gives you any other 
defcription than fuch as this doth but deceive you, 
viz, thatic is fuch an hearty perfwafion of thetruth, 
anid goodnels of Gods Promifes,and of every thing elfe 
that he hath fpoken, as-makes us obedient in all things 
tohiscommands, There is nothing more vifible than 
this in the very firft man of the Order into which you 


. 


areentring : Abraham 1 mean., the moft ancient Pil- 
grimthatI read of, and the Father of faithful Travel- 


Jers; Who being commanded by Gad to leave his 
own Country,his Kindred, and his Fathers houfe, moft 


readily obeyed 5 in a perfwafion that God would be as 


good as his word, and blefs him with pofleffions fome- 


where elfe, -Hewas the man whom God called to his 


- foot, =A 


iy 
= 
Pi 
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‘foot, and who marched whitherfoever he would lead 


him: in refemblance to whomall his children are de- 
Actibedin the Chriftian Church , as thofe who follow 
the Lamb whitherfoever he goes. Conformity to felus 
is abfolucely neceffary to make us fach believers as 
fhall inherit the promifes. Though the general notion 


_ of Faith do not include obedience (being only our per- 


{wafion of, and aflent unto the truth of what is deli- 
vered to us upon the teftimony of God ) yet faving 
Faith, that Paich which will carry usto ferwfalems, can 


_ never be underftood without it. All che definitions - 


you meet with, whatfoever they be, which feparare 
obedience from this Faith, I do confidently affure you, 
are but a meer cheat, anda dangerous illution, Obe- 
dience isfo much of the nature of the Pilgrims Fasth, 
‘that I fay ic again, it-ovght co enter its Definition. 


_ Which is as much as tofay, that one cannot {peak in 


any terms or phrafes which are not deceitful and liable 
to be abufed, of chat-Faith which will bring us fafe to 


Heaven; but he muft make mention of the obedience — 


it produces to the commands of our Saviour, This is 
the very thing that diftinguifhes faving Faith from 
that which is not faving; and therefore if this beleft 
out when we fpeak of it, we may make men Hypocrites 
fooner than fincere Chriftians. 


~ But if I may be fo bold, as to interpofe a Queftion 
(faid the Learner) I pray facisfie me why you call this 


. the Pilgrims Faith: is there any elfe befides? There 
~ is, replyed his Teacher, we meet in this world with a 


Faith more gallant, fine and delicate, than the plain 


and homely belief which I have defcribed, A modifh 
and courtly Faith itis, which fits ftill, and yet fets you 


in the lap of Chrift, It pafles under fo many names, 
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ferve, is fo powerful, and the fafcination of fuch 


e > 


that I cannot ftand to numberthem all now. It is” 
called a cafting of our felves upon Chrift, a relying 
on his merits, a fh ouding our felves under the robes 
of his Righteoufnefs : and though fometimes ‘it is cal- 
led agoing tohim for Salvation; yet there is this my- 
{terie in the bufinefs, thar you may go, and yet not go; 
you may go, and yet ftand ftill; you may caft your 
felf upon him, and not come to him; or if you take one 
little ftep, and be at the pajns to come to-him,the work 
is done, and you need nor followhim. It is indeed a 
refting, not a travelling Giace. And fuch a grand 
fecrec there is init, shat aman may reft beforehe ftir a 
foot ; he may lean on Chrift, and approach no nearer 


_ him than he was before ; he may lay hold on him, and 


yet.remain atthe greateft diftance from him, Tr will 
carry youto the end of your way, before yon are at 
the beginning: The very firft ftep ofit, is to ftay your 
felf: the beginning of its motion,is to be arreft, Do 
you nor fee a ftrange inchantment init already ? Is ic. 


* nota magical operation, or much beholdea to ftrength — 


of fancy, and the witchcraft of imagination? For m 
partI fhould take my felf to bein a far worfe condi- 
tionthan Crefinius was, if I fhould be accufed of vend- 
ing fuch druggs and dealing in fuch dangerous charms. 
Ewould grant my enemies had canfe to exclaim, and 
fhould never expect to clear my felf, if I ftood charged 
with fuch incantations. There is no jugling fo arti- 
ficial, whereby I could hope to hide the deceit if I 
abufed the world with thefe impofturés, My own 
con{cience, I mean, would indi¢t me, and pronounce 
my Condemnation, though I think, ifthe greateft part 
of the men among us, were to be Judges, I need not 
fear their fentence againftme. For the charm, I ob- 


plea- 
Sure, 
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4 fure , that the numbers are not to be told which are 
‘bewitched withic. The multitude coes in crouds in 
| this widerode: the voice of the people cryes up this 
asthe only way to Heaven. All the lewd men in the 
world are well contented to take this journey , which. 
may be finifhed at one ftep; andtorun this race which 
may be accomplifhed in a breath, and for which the 
laft breath in their body may as well fe:ve as any elle. . 
There is no man but he defires hold of Chrift , and 
having heard that this is Faith; do what you can,itis ., 
fot poflible to beat off his hands, There isnot a foul 
fo wicked, but it applies to it felf his righteoufnefs, 
and fancies all its fins to be covered therewith, Itis the 
{weetelt thing in the world to caft themfelves into 
his arms, andexpect not to go, but to be'carried to 
Heaven. They refton him-and him only for Salvation. 
They reft on him fo folely for it, that they are loath 
to ftir a foot to contribute any thing toward it. They 
would have him to take allthe honour of the bufineis 
to himfelf; and are defirous todo not fo much as one 
good action; but leave him to doall, and impute his 
‘doingstothem, Thus they imagine themfelves to be 
the only advancers of Free Grace: and they think 
there are none but they that fet the Crown upon - 
Chrift’s head, Such an admirable fubtiley there is in 
this Faith, that they can ferve their own intereft by 
it, and yet feem all che while to be the beft fervants of 
Chrift. . They can promote their own defires, and yet 
found aloudhis Glory. ‘They can invade his rights as 
- muchas they lift, and yet be thought the only perfons 
that make it their care he fhould not be wronged. 


Nay, it makes men think, that God is beholden to 
. -them, for being fo cautious as to give him nothing. | 
sie | 18 at: 
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Le fhould not be fo much obliged, if they fheald en- 

deavourto become better. The only qualification that 
they know of for his favours, is not to be qualified at 
allto receive them. He owes, it feems, much of Glo- 
ry to their want of vertue. If they fhould give him 
more than they do, he would have lefs. To bring 
any thing to him, would be to rob him, and takeaway 
fromhim. -His Grace would lofe its name, if they 
fhould ftudy to attain it. They fhould derra& very 
much from the freenefs of it, ifthey fhould provide for 
any thing butonly toreceiveit, It would not be fo 


rich, if they were not poor and beggarlyin all good |. 


works. His Honour relyes very much upon their 
weaknefs, and his Glory is fupported by their imbe- 
cility. To be much in debtrohim, is the belt pay- 
mentthat can be madehim. To win his love, it is 
beft to be men of no defert. And to be out ofall dan- 
ger of trufting to their ~own righteoufnefss they 
judge it the fureft courfe to have none at all. ; 


Thefe are the men who make the Grace of God fo 
free, that he leaves nothing for himfelf. The riches 
of itis fo abundant towards them, that he gives away 
all his own right. He makes fuch liberal grants to 
thefe favourites, that there remains nothing as a Du- 
tytohim. He takesfuch a great care of their plea- 
fure, that he forgets his own. And loves ‘to let 
them have their will fo much, chathe foffers his own 
to be croffed for their fake. It is not He, it fhould 


. feem, but they that rule the world, His will bends 


to theirdefires: and fince they have no mind to be 
goods they have invented a way that he may love 
them, though they continue bad, He fees themnot 


as they fancy) in themfelves, but in a difguife, They’ 
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do not. appear in. their own ‘colours, but tm anothers 
drefs, He doth not behold them naked, but cover- 
edin the Robes of Chrift. And though they have 


- aworld of fins, yet they think to have them hid, © 


while he looks upon their garments, ‘and not upon 
_ them. And indeed fo free is this Grace, that he can 
_-haveno title to their obedienc} bur only their own 

-. gratitude. He holds his Kingdom. and Authority, 
only by their good will, If they do whit he de- 
fire, it is their kindnefs, and morethan they owe him. 
‘Since Chrift’s obedience is perfonally imputed to 
them, he cannot in juftice require any at their hands. 
Since he hath performed the Law in their ftead, and 
made his righteoufnefs immediately theirs , he cannot 


expect that they fhould perform ic too, nor exact any’ 


righteoufnefs of their ows, For this would be to 
demand the fame debt twice ; and to call for the pay- 


ment of a bond, which hath been already fatisfied, — 


In fines He canclaim nothing as his due, but mult be 
content with that which they will give him: and it Is 
thought the fafeft way togive him little or nothing, 
~ left they fhould at all abate of the freenefs of what he 
1S tO give. . 


Thope your foul will never enter into this fecrer, _ 


nor follow the rabble in thefe groundlefs fancies, But 
you willrather putto your- bands to pull down thac 
Idol of Faith, which hath been fet up with fo much de- 
 votion, and Religioufly worfhipped fo long among us: 
~ That dead Image of Faith which fo many have 

adored, crufted in, and perifhed. 1 mean the notion 


which hath been fo zealoufly advanced, how that be- 


lieving is nothing elfe, but arelying on Fe/us for falva- 


tion; 4 fiducial recumbency wpon him, 4 cafting one 


felves 
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felves whol'y upon him and bis merits s er‘ an applying of 

his rightconfne]s toca; fouls. And sf you throw all thole - 
other phrates after them, which tell us thatitis a ta- 

king of Chrift, a laying held of bim, a clofing with him, 

or inembracing of him; you fhall do the better, and 

more certainly fecure your felf from being deceived, 


For as to thefe licrer expreffions is it not vifible at 
the firft naming of them, that they are ob{cure,; doubt- 
fal and metaphorical words? Is it not as hard to 
know what it is tofakehim, andto clofe with him, as 
icistounderftand what itis to Belesve ¢ Whatfoever 
then you have beentold of me, I doubt not-but you 
will find that I direét you in a plain and honeft path ; 
ir*_2ing indeed againft my nature to like any thing 
which is intricate, perplexed, and fo myfterious, that 
a fimple man cannot comprehend it. Who is there 


that doth not underftand me when I fay, that to Be- 


lieve is (a heartily to give your affent to the truth of ibe 
Gofpel, that you live according to it? . What word is 
there of allthefe, that hatha doubrful meaning ? or if - 
ten thoufand men fhould hear them, what poflibility 
is there chatamong them all there fhould be found fo 
much as one different fenfe about them? whereas 
thofe words, To take Chrift, co imbrace him, and clofe 


with him, are of fuch dubious fignification, that both 


the aé& and the ob e& (as we utually fpeak) have an 
ambiguous meaning. There are feveral wayes of 


_taking, and embracing : and by Chrif? is fometimes 


meant his perf{on, and fometimes his Gofpel or Do- 
crine. Nowif to Take, be with our mind and heart 
to allow, approve, affent toany things then fo take 
Chrift in the firft fenfe of that word, is to acknowledge 
him for theSon of God ; the promifed feed which he 


faid 
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~ faid fhould be fent into the W orld: Andto take him 


in the other, is nothing elfe.but that which I told you; 
To affent in fuch manner to all thatis faidofhim, or 


hehath faid inthe Gofpel, that we become obedient 


tohis word. Towhat purpofe then isit to ufe thefe 


phrafes, when there are better at hand whereby we 


muft explain them? Since this muft be faid whichI 
have told you, why cannot it befaid at firft> When 
things can be clearly exprefled, why fhould we chufe 
to {peak them darkly? efpecially fince there can be no 
fruit of it but only this, that men are longer before 
they underftand us 5 and perhaps at the firft hearing 


of what wefpeak obfcurely, their minds are imprefled 


with fome fuch dangerous fenfe which they form to 


themfelves; that all our-explications cannot blot it 


out. Itis ofgreat moment, what mens fouls are firft 
imprinted withall. They will retain thofe words ; 
and perchance think goodto make the expofition ac- 
cording to their own fancy. Why fhould not our 
words therefore carry their interpretation in them? 
or what fhould make us love to talk in fuch terms, 
that we cannot be certainly apprehended unlefs we 
talk a great deal more ? 


_ Of that faid the Traveller ( who was detirods to’ 


e. know all he could in this matter ) I would willingly be 
- informed by your felf. You would oblige me very 


much if youcouldthink fit to refolve your own que- 
ftion. For truly I love fo dearly to underftand what 
Thear ( asthanks beto God I do what you fay) that I 
wonder any men fhould go to feek for hard words, 
when thofe that are .plain do thruft themfelves into 


their mouths. 


u I meant 
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fcourfe to this inquiry j but ouly to exprefsto you by 
thofe queftions the unreafonablenefs of fuch mens pro- 
ceedings. Yet fince it is your defire and I am not 
willing to deny you any thing; you fhall know what 
I conceive in this matter, provided you will be con- 
tent with that anfwer which lyes uppermoft in my 
thoughts, and offers it felffirfttomy mind. 


They-are not in love I am apt to think with fuch a 


- definition of Faith as 1 have given you, becaufe it is 


Pilgrim-like, plain asa Pike-{taff. It is in this cafe as 
in many other: there are a company of men in the 


- world who defpife any thing which they underftand 


eafily, and imagine there isnogreat matter in it, if it 
be prefently intelligible. They admire that moft 
which they do not comprehend 3. and conceive 
there is fome myfterie and depth in it, if it be difficule 
tobe explained, Juft as you fee abundance of men 


affect hard words, nay bombaftick language and a 


fuftian kind of diale&; though there be no greater. 
eloquence then to fpeak naturally and with facility of 
exprefffon: So there are as many, who love things. 
obfcurely delivered and which have a cloud about 
them; though it be the perfection. of our under- 


{ meant not replyed the Guide to draw my dif- 
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ftandings to render our conceptions clear and eafie to: _ 


enter into the moft vulgar capacities. _ As they think. 
him.an Orator who mounts and foars aloft (as they call 


it )inhigh-flown words; fo they take him for adeep | 
Divine whofe notions of things are fo exprefled as they. 
cannot prefently found and dive to the bottom of 


them. Henceitisthat they contemn fuch a familiar, 


plain and facile explication ofthe word F aith, asdoth . 


not intricate amans conceptions, but can at firft fight 


a 


be =» 
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- beapprehended; andthey had rather have you fpeak 


of itin Metaphorical or borrowed words,. which be- _ 
longing more properly to other things then they do ~ 


 tothis; make anuncertain found, and leave the mind 
in confufion. Ifyou fay that it isa Taking of Chrift, ~ 


of whole Chrift , an applying of what he hath done, 


tothe foul; a cleaving tohim, or in fuch Jike words, 


exprefs your felf: all thefe feem to have more of myfte- 
_ rie and Gofpel-fecrets in them, then the poor Pilgrim- 


phrafe hath; and fothey win more credit with thofe | 


men who arenot wonttolike anything which every 
child may underftand as well.as themfelves. . Befides 


it muft be confeffed, that fuch words as thofedo not . 


touchthe bottom of the heart, nor fo inftantly pene- 


trate tothe very quick asthe other plainly do, and fo 
they muft needs be better accepted in the world. They 


do not fo neceflarily and clearly imply mens obedi- — 


enceto our Lord, which in this that I mention is in di- 
rect terms éxprefled 5 and fo they will be fure to meet 
with kinder welcome and entertainment. 


He was proceeding toadd fome other words much 
to the fame effect when the Pilgrim begging his par- 
don for diverting him from his main dilcourfe, told 
_ himthat he wastoo much fatisfied inthe truth of what 
“he faid and defired to: hearno more of this folly of 


- > mankind. But what think you ( addedhe) of thofe 


other defcriptions of Faith which tell us that it is 4 
relying upon our Saviour ? cannot every body under- 
- ftand this language as well as that which you {peak ? 
* Fgrant it, anfwered the Director; but if it be not ly~ 


‘abletothe firft defect which I objected, it is nototi- | 


oufly guilty of the laft and worft: for there isin it 
nothing of our obedience. As the former were faulty 
bie Was 4 Rig Seema 


ke Parable of the Pilgrim. iia 
in regard of their obfcurity , fo that this is manifeftly 


chargeable with Jamenefs and imperfection. You fhall. 


~ be convinced of the truth of thisimputation ina very 


few words. For firft, the moft that can be made of: 
this relyance on Chrift for Salvation is, that itis one 
act of Faith, butthere wants.a great number more to 
make up an entire body of Chriitian belief. And, fe- 
condly, as it is but ene fingle act, fo itis far from being 
the firft, but muft fuppofe many others that go before’ 
it. As forexample, it is neceflary we be perfwaded 
that Fefus isthe Chrifi of God, that what he hath {po 


_ken in the Gofpel is his will, and that if we hope for 


falvation by him we muft be conformed in all things to. 
this will of God. And then thirdly, thele perfwafions 
or acts of Faith that thus precede, muft produce a 
fincere and cordial obedience to his laws , before we 
can reafonably arrive at this confidence of relying 
upon him for falvation. Now why this particular act 
of Faith fhould be alone mentioned in the definition 
of it, whichis but oneand not the firft, nor chief, and 
all the reft left out; 1spaft my capacity tounderftand. 
When our Faith hath rendered us obedient to him, 
then we may take the boldnefs to perfwade our felves 
that he will fave us: and this is nothing but an obe- 
dience to his command alfo, who hath bid us truft him © 
and take his word that he will be the Saviour of all- 
faithful perfons. But it is a prefumption to do ic 
fooner, and the ready courfe to deftroy the Religion. _ 
of Chrift to advance fuch an hafty and forward belief. 
in mens fouls. | | 


_ And therefore let me befeech you as you love your 
foul to be a follower of faithful <braham, who (asl 
told you) was the founder of your Order.* Remem- 

eae ber 
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ber that fuch as he was, fuch muft yoube if you hope 
to come to Ferufalem, and inherit the land of promife: 
and that in hisexample you meet with nothing earlier 
then this, that by Fazth, whew he was called to go out into 
- a place which he fhould after receive for an inheritance, 
be obeyed, and went out, not knowing whither he went. 
Tints was the firft thing wherein his Faith imployed it 
felf,:and the laft was like unto it: For when he was. 
tryed by God he offered up his only begotten Son who - 
was tobe the heir of that inheritance which was pro- 
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mifed tohim. From thisactive Faith no doubt it is- » 


that He and all good Chriftians are called Faithful,and 
notfrom alazy recumbency on Chrift for Salvation,,, 
_or the ftrongeft application of his merits to their fouls. . 
Ifthefe were fufficient to make a perfon of that deno- 
mination ; then we need no better character of a faith-- 
fulfervant or fteward ( which the holy writings fome-- 
times mention.) thenfuch anoneas follows. He isa: 
perfon thatrelyes upon his Matters merits; and de- 
pends only on the worth and fufficiency of his Lord.. 
Hetrufts in his goodnefs for a pardonof all his faults, 


and hopes he will efteem him a good fervant becaule - 


he is a good Mafter. He leans upon hisarm,and clafps. 


faft about him, and is refolved not to let him go till he 
have paid him his wages. Heembraces him kindly, 
and hopes he will account him righteous becaufe he is 


fo himfelf. And inone word, He applies to himfelf 
all the good works that his Mafter hath performed 3. 


and prayes to be excufed if he do not his bufinefs, be-- 


caufe that hisLord can doit better. Isnot this avery. - 


ridiculous defcription ? or would you be content to 


be thus ferved ? Do not imagine then that God will’ 


be ferved after this fafhion; or that fuch an ill-fa- 
--youred notion as this, isthe beft that can be found to 


U2 com-- 
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compofe the de finition of a true believer. But firftdo 


allthat you can, and then acknowledge your felf an 


unprofitable fervant. Let it be your care to follow 


your work, and then rely only upon the goodnefs of 


our Lord to "give youa reward. Be fure that you be 
inwardly righteous, and then no doubt the righteouf 
nefs of Chrift will procure youacceptance , and bring 
youto that happinefs which youcan no wayes deferve. 


SoG wae of GP 


_ What place Prayer, Hearing of Sermons, Reading of 


Good Books, Receiving the Sacrament 5 have in the 
Religion of Jefus. And of what ufe they are to Pil- ~ 
Brits. : 


BW that you may be ‘able to make a better 
[\ judgement of what I have faid, and I may alfo 
return to the occafion and beginning of this difcourfe, 
let me intreat you to confider weli thenature and ends 
of Prayer ttoGod. Itis manifeft from the life of Jefis 


that iris but a part of that duty and obedience that 
we owe to God, and yet it-is a powerful means to bring 


us to all the reft. It is the converting and turning 
about of our minds and hearts to the original of our 


Being. It is our reflecting and looking back upon 
him from whom we came, “Tt is our circling and 
~ winding about (as Heathens themfelves have wel! - 


conceived ) to that point from which we took our be- 
ginning, that we may be faftunited to God and never. 
be divided from him. It is an acknowledgement of 
God inall his perfetions: An expreffion of ourde- 
pendance and fubjection: an oblation of our felves, 


both - 
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both foul and bedytohim. Think therefore to what 
purpofes it moft naturally ferves-. foric being a thing 
of daily ufe, you may judge thereby what the great 
‘bufinefs of Chriftianity or Believing is.. Doth it mi- 
nifter chiefly to our confidence of being faved; and 
are we to fwell our felves by this breath with great 


_ hopesthat we are beloved of God? Or rather is it not’ 


moft properly fubfervient to the putting of us intoa 
{tate of Salvation,and the rendring us fit objects of the: 


Divine Love? It isnot intended to infpire us with con-: 


ceits that we are the children of God, but to breathe: 
into us the fpirit of fons, and to imprefsupon us the 
imageof him upon whom we fix our eyes. It is the: 


elevation of our mindstohim, andthe faftning of cur 
eyes upon him, in order to our being made more like - 


him. It isthe oblationof our felves to his ufes and, 
fervice, and not a giving of our felves to be faved by: 
him. Here we place our minds‘ in the brightnefs of 
his heavenly light. Here we expofe our cold affecti- 
- onstothe warmth and heat of the Sun of righteou 

~-nefs. Webehold our Lord moft clearly in thele de- 
vout Meditations; and_by the frequency of them, we 
fhalllearn his carriage and geftures, and conform all 
our actions to the excellent modell of his.. I befeech 
- you defcend into your own heart and if-you know 
what it isto pray, tell.me what Faithit is which you 
feel then moft {tirring in your heart. 1s it only a re- 


- lyance on Chrift, and an application of-his nierits to. 


your foul? Orisit not rather a vigorous application 


of your mind to him, that you may feel him more, be-. 


getting and promoting hislifein your heart ? Is it not 
a {trong defire to be touched by him, to be imprefled 
with his likenefs, to be joyned tohim and made one 
Spirit with him; andinone word, that you peste 

. Ro at made 
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made more ready and difpofed to every good work? 

- Twill evidently convince you that this is the greatend © 

of Prayer , and confequently, the main work of bes — 
lieving on the Son of God. ' P 


The Parable of the Pilgrim. — 


Weare, you know, of kin to two Worlds, and - 
placed in the middle between Heaven and Earth. 
With our Heads we touch the one, and with our Feet 
we ftandupon the other. Man is the commonterm _ 

wherein thefetwo meet and are combined. By his 
fuperiour faculties he holds communion with thein- — 

ward and {piritual world, and by his lower he feels 
the outward and corporeal. But there is a great dif- 
‘ference between the correfpondence which we hold 
with one; and that which we maintain with the other. 
For to this fenfible World we lyeopen and bare, but 
between us and the invifible World there is a grofs 
cloud and. vail of flefh which interpofes. Ortofpeak 
more plainly 3 Our fenfes have nothing that comes be- 
tweenthem and their objects to hinder their free ap- 
proach to them; whereas our underftanding hath 
thofe yery objects wherewith bey are prepofietied, to 
interrupt the light of cceleftial things which fhine up- 
onit. The outward man is continually expofed to 
the ftrokes of the things of this’ outward World, and 
without any difficulty or pains is moved by them; but 
our Mind is not fo patent tothe things of the other, — 
noris cur Will fo eafily inclined by them. For they — 

being already imprefied and engaged by fenfible ob- 
jects, thefe lye between us andthe higher Regions; 
and they having enjoyed a long familiarity with them. 
before we received notice of any thing elle befide; it 
will require fome labour to bring us and thofe Nobler 
objets together. Infhort, the fenfés have nothing elfe 
ge: 
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« todo, but enly to receive thofe things which prefent 
themfelves' before them, norare they folicited by any 
other enjoyments: But our minds’ and’wills are: haled 
_ two wayes, and folicited by this World as well as by 
the.other; fothat to perceive that which is Divine, 
we muftremove this out of the way,and pull our fouls 
from ‘thofe thoughts and defires; wherein thefe lower 
things have intangled our hearts. Unlefs our Under- 
-ftanding draw her felf afide to the contemplation of ) 
Divine Truths,and thereby carry the Willto the tafte | 
ofan higher Good, it cannot. be avoided but that we . 
become meer men of this World, and by being wholly 
_earnal, lofe our acquaintance with the other czleftial ~~ 
_. Country. We fhall be altogether fraught withflefhly =. 
opinions and affections, and have nothing remaining ae 
in.us of a fpiritual fenfé. - Thistherefore breeds an abs 5. 
- foluteneceffity of conftant holy Aeditation , and de>. 
yout Prayers. By the one of which our mind being 
abftracted from, and elevated beyond the things of 
~. corporeal fenfe, is brought to a converfe and familia-. 
. tity with heavenly notions : and by the other our Will 
is poffefled with fpiritual inclinations 5 nay, ravifhed 
into the embraces of a Divine Good. Ateditation. fur- 
nifhes our Underftanding with right opinions, and 
_ noble thoughts; and Prayer carries our Will to the 
love of them, and joyns our affections faft unto them. 
> By the one.we are tyed in our mind, and by the. other 
in ourchoiceto the.better World.” This, it is mani- 
_ feft, isthe natural and true ufe of thefe devout exer- 
—. ¢ifes:. to difpofe our fouls by drawing them away from 
 ‘thefe inferiour injoyments, to réceive communications 
from above, and tobe made partakers of a Divine Na- 
ture. There is no queftion to be made of.it, that 
God loves to impart himfelf to rational Beings. But 
: in 
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in what manney, I befeech you, canhe doit, unlefs it | 
be by our Underftandings and Wills rightly difpofed > 
And what other end therefore can thefe two have _ 
which putus ina fit difpofition and capacity for him 5 
than to bring us tc that true knowledge and: love of 
him, whereby we partake of his nature. In thefe you 


‘mutt employ your felf, and they are to be thought 


more neéceflary than any other bufinefs; but yet you 
fee they are but the means and way to a Divine State, » 
and have fomething beyond themfelves which they 
are to effect: and that isthe bringing of us to the life 
of the blefled Jef. 


If Prayer be not thus defigned, and do not produce 
fuch fruit, it is fo far from procuring us acceptance 
with God ( though it be top full of that Faith which 


‘ relyes upon Chrift ) that it proves a thing very fulfome 


and difpleafing unto him, — It is a meer noife ‘and cla- 
mour in his ears, than which there cannot be any 
thing more troublefome and offenfive. He loves not 
to be difturbed with fuch founds as have nothing in 
them, but flattery and naufeous commendations of — 
him. He cares not for being extolled by fuch unhal- 

lowed mouths. It isa great injury to him to be praifed ~ 
and magnified by evil doers. He hates the pretences 
of their Friendfhip, and loathes the complements 
which they load him withall. He cannot indureto — 
have his Courts filled with thefe impudent people left 

he fhould:'be thought fuch an one as themfelves. As 
the Sacrifices of old were efteemed no better than ~ 
Murders, and all the offerings but fo many butche- © 
ries which were committed, when they left themfelves 
behind, and brought not their hearts and affections to 
be offered up to God: So are all. mens confident 


Prayers 
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_. mations of his Name, anda kind of blafphemy, or evil- 


{peaking of him ; while they are enemies to the Life 


of God, and defpifers of good works. They do moft 
bafely reproach himin the world, by taking upon 
them the title of his greateft Favourites. They ex- 
pofehim to fcorn, by appropriating to themfelves the 
name of his fervants. There cannot be a greater 
wrong tohim, than to make men believe, that he is 


a lover offuch filthy Hypocrites. You have obferved, 


no doubt, that the Sacrifices in ancient times were 
called the Aéeat of God, and the Food or provifion that 
was made for his Houfe.. And yet inthe company of 


_evil works they are faid tobe an Abominationto him ; 


and he profefles that he had as lief they had brought 
him a Dog, asoffer a Lamb, and that a Swine would 
have been as acceptable as the fatteft of their Bullocks. 
He protefts that his foul abhorred their New Moons, 


and folemn Affemblies: that their Incenfe was an un- 


i * 


favoury ftink , and that the Fat and Blood of their 
Beafts, were no better than their Dung and: Ordure. 
He bids them bring him nomore vain oblations. He 
faith, that he was full of them,and naufeated the Table 
that they fpread for him. And in plain terms he lets 
them know that it was to no purpofe to multiply their 


Prayers, for he could not hear them. And fo truly 
may you. aflure your felf, that though pious Prayers 


_ are now moft prevalent and forcible with him, yet the 


grunting of Swine, or the howling of Wolves are al-. 
together as welcome; as the clamorous Petitions .of 


thofe who fue for his Love, without any thorow 
amendment of their lives. He detefts thofe bawling 
worfhippers, who intend nothing elfe but to drown 
the cry of their fins, and to make him deaf to the ac- 
: X 2 cufations 


pie 2 135 
_ : Prayers and: Devotions now, no better ‘than ‘prophay ‘s 


_ before you aflume a confidence that they will have —__ 


the defired effect upon God. 


7 


And now I have little to-fay concerning the hearing 
of Sermons, reading of the Bible, and other good Books 


( which you fay there are many think do compofe the 


whole of a Religious life ) for it isplain enough they 


can haveno other end than to furnifh your mind with — 
pious Meditations, and difpofe your will to Prayer,  . 


/ 


and allother holy duties. Youcannot well think that | 


thefe have any other place in the godly life, than that 
of Inftruments and Helps whereby to arrive at it. And 


it is very. eafie to know. from what hath been. difcour- 


-fed,. 
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fed, what Sermozs are moft to be regarded. Not 
thofe which give your fancy a pleafure , and tickle 
your imagination: but thofe which powerfully en- 
lighten your underftanding , and move your will to 
the choice of that which is right and Good. There 
are too many of thofe frivolous Hearers, who are 
more pleafed with little gingles, andthe tinkling of 
words,than with the moft perlwafive arguments which 
the moft piercing reafon in the world: can urge upon 
their hearts. But their punifhment is heavy enough 
for this levity; they being condemned for ever to be 
fools or children, whofe minds are inchanted with the 
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Rhiming of words, or with their countermarching ~ 


and the ringing of changes upon them, or other fuch 
like adulterate Ware, which would fain pafs for wit 
and elegance. Next tothelove of Gibberifh, and of 
canting phrafes, there is no greater dotage than this, 


-of courting the difeafes, corruptions, and the rotten _ 


carkafe of eloquence, and fleighting the life and fpirie 
of it. One would wonder that reafonable fouls fhould 
delight in toying and playing with letters and fyl- 
Jables. There is nothing more ftrange unlefs it be this 5 
that there are a company of men tobe found who are 
at a great deal of pains to trimthemfelves with thefe 
- tinfel. ornaments , and with much curiofity ftudy to 
{peak abfurdly. It is not their negligence, but they 


~ takea care to trifle. They do not flip unawares into 


_childith expreffions, but they fall into them by defign. 


_ But if you would be wife and good, you muft open 

your ears to plain words, and ftrong fenfe, to proper 
and fignificant language, which brings along with it 
powerful and convincing arguments, to that which 
ftrikes and penetrates into the foul, and doth not 

. be meerly 
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meerly glide {moothly over the furface of it, You 
muft not come to be tickled, but to betaught; notto— 
be pleafed, but to be made betters not that aman may _ 
{peak to your guft, but to your neceffities. You mutt 
not think you have fpent your time well when the 
Truth peeps into your foul, but ftops at the door; or 
when your will is fleightly moved , and then ftands 
{till ; but whenthe light pierces into your mind, and 
makes a broad day there ; when a fecret fire creeps 
into your veins, and continues to burn in your heart 5 
when all your affections are carried away, and re- 
main in the pofleffion of Truth. . 


And for this purpofe you muft read the Holy Scri- 
ptures themfelves, not to {tore your mind with high 


| notions, ortoreplenifh it with a large furniture, and 


matter of difcourfe, or to find fupport for fome of 
your opinions 3 but to get a {tock of efficacious rea- 
fons for well doing, and to over-power your heart by 
the force of them to confent unto it. 


And let this be your Rule alfo in reading other pi- 
ous Books: Forthere are too many who regard only 
the lighteft things in any difcourfe: the fringes, the 
Jace, and other ornaments, more than they do the bo- 
dy it felf, They note the pretty ftories, the apt fimi- 


‘litudes, and here and there a {mall fentence which 


{mites their fancy 5 but mind not the clear reafons, the 
nervous arguments, and much lefs the whole {cope and 
defign of the Treatife which they read, Much like 
fome Writers we have feen, who reporting the Hifto- 
ry of their times; take notice of little moretnan of 
Juttings and Tornaments, of Bear-baitings, and lanch- 
ing of Ships, and fuch like frivolous matters which are 
of 
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_ for inftance ; fometimes it will be fic for you to Azedi- 
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ofnomoment. Or like thofe Beggars, who travel- 
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ling many Countries, behold a great number of fair 
buildings : but know nothing either of the perfonsor. 


_ the furniture, or the order and regular-form which is 


to be obferved in them. 


I think itis not amifs to add that this likewife is 
the end you ought to propound to your felf in all your 
conferences with wife and pious fouls, who may give 
you great afliftance in your journey to Ferufalem. Not 


to breed in your felf an opinion that you are Religi- 


ous, becaufe you frequent their company; but to re- 
ceive greater illumination of mind from their Torches, 
and to have your heart warmed witha greater love to 
God at their holy Fires. ate 


And here it will be feafonable at the conclufion of 


this difcourfe, to admonifh you of athing which may 


do you very much fervice, and fave you abundance 
of trouble which elfe may arife in your mind. There 
are many things, as you fee, that will further youin 
well doing, viz. Prayer, Reading and Hearing the Word 
of God ; Meditation, Conference with good men, and 


fuch like; fome of thefe, you muft underitand, will — 


ferve your purpofe at onetime, and fomeat another, 
according as you are difpofed, and they fhall be found 


efficacious for the end to which they are defigned. 
_ There is a great variety alfo in thele, of which you 


may make an advantage, if you chulethat ufe and 
practice of them which you fhall find to have moft 
power init at the prefent, to withdraw your mind 
from ‘worldly vanities, to mortifie your pafhons; 
and to eftablith your will in the Love of Jefas. As 
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rate, and fometimes to Pray, and fometimes to Converfe 
with: your friends : and it is not fo much to be-afkt, 
which of thefe you fhall chufe, as which of. them will. 
beft at that in{tant advance you In your way, and 
move your will with the greateft force to virtuous — 
attions.. Andthen in Meditation, there is the Life of 
Chrift-and his Death; his Refurreétion and his Glory; 
his Coming again to Judgement , and the Life of the 
World to come; the long Experience you have had 
of his Goodnefs; the Inftances which he daily gives 
of his Providence; the Example of all his Saints ; and 
an hundred things befides to exercife your thoughts ; 
and have a great virtue inthemto make you do your - 
duty toward God and Man, In like manner there - “ 
are fundry Books, in the reading of which you may 
imploy your time ( though I would rather have you 
chufe the beft, than a multitude) and feveral wayes of 4 
praying ‘andaddrefling your Petitions to God, which 
may every one of them have their places and feafons 
" according as you fhall be difpofed to ferve your foul © 
of them. And therefore if you perceive that fome 
of them through cuftom and long ufedo in time lofe 
their Savour and- their Power to increafe the Love of 
God in you, andit feems to you there may be more 
profit in another way; take that new courfe, and leave . 
the former without any fcruple. For that Aéeditation 
which will not now affect you, at another time will. ~~ 
prove more efficacious than any.elfe; and that’ way of — 
opening your foul toGod, which now you forfake, 
will come about again to be in ufe. Only of this 
you muft take a great care, to ftir up your elf toa 
continual attendance upon the Publick Service of © 
God. For that is a neceflary acknowledgement of his 
Supreme Authority and Dominion inthe World s and 
3 | though | 
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though you feel your felf indifpofed, dull and heavy 
at certain times in thefe addrelles, yet there is this 
good alwayes done ; that by your very prefence there 
you have paid part of your homage to him, have own- 
ed himto be your Lord and Governour, and confef- 
fed that he is worthy of all Honour and Service. But, 
as forthe ret, though the inclination and refolution 
of your heart to love Fefzs, and tobe like to him, mutt 
~ beunchangeable 5 neverthelefs the wayes and means 
which are to be imployed to the nourifhing and 
{trengthening of your refolution, may and ought to be 
changed, according as you feel your felf difpoled, and 
find them to be effectual. rigs 


But efpecially let me remember you of this Advice 
.which was long fince given me by a good man, Not 


TO BIND YOUR SELF UNALTERABLY TO VOLUNTARY 


Customs, Since thefe are impofed upon us by our 
felves, we may grant our felvesa releafe when we 
fee it moft convenient , and not tye our felves unto 
them, as if there were an indifpentible obligation ly- 
‘ing upon our confcience. The rigorous obfervance of 
thefe, doth ais hinder the freedom of the heart 


in the Love of Jefts, when a better courfe to promote” 


usin it doth prefent itfelf to our choice. And there- 
fore do not think there is any neceffity chat you fhould 
alwayes pray in the fame way ,_ or pray fo long, ot 
read fo many Chapters ina day, or ftudy fuch a Book 
whereby you have reaped much benefit, or think eve- 
ry day of the very fame things; but you are at liber- 
ty to doin thefe matters as fhall moft conduce to the 
ends for which they ferve, and that is, The quickning 
of you-to live agreeably to the Rules of Sobricty , 
- Righteoufnefs and GodlinefS Be not timerous and 
: ) 4 fearful 
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- fearful of ftepping afide cut cf your ordinary courfe, 
when you only leave what you have bound upon your 
-felfby your own will, and go to do the Will of God. 


If we can do well, what matter is it , though it be 
not'inthe form that we have preferibed ? Tfourbufi- . 
nefs be effected, why fhould we trouble our heads 
becaufe it was not done in the order aud method 
that we appointed ? Is it not a madnefs to deny. our 
felvesanatural happinels , becaufe we cannot have ie 
according tothe preceptsof Art? Itisjult as ifaman 
would not fpeak nor hear Reafon, unlels it be in 
mode and figure; or as 1f aman would not be faved 
from drowning, unicfs a friend would bring a Boat to 
fetch him out of the water: or asif a captive Prince 
fhould refufe to fatisfie his hunger, unlels all his fer- 
vants and attendants were admitted to wait upon 


shim. What a fortifh obftinacy is this, thus toadhere — 


to our Rules? What a rigorous Juftice is it, that 
makes us unjuft to our felves 2. What fhall we do with 
this {crupulous Piety , which claps fetters and bolts 
upon our own leggs ? We fhould wonder if a man, 
to obferve fome unneceflary terms of Law, fhould 
fi.ffer all Laws to perifh; and it is no lefs ftrange if 


to maintain fome free impofitions we fuftain a lols in - 


the moft-neceflary improvements of our fouls. This 
extreme right 1s an extreme injury. It would be an - 
offence againft reafon , not to offend here again{t a 
form, And we fhould very much depart from God, 
if we did not here depart a little from our felves. 


To this let me add another thing, which it will be 


profitable to you to be advifed of ; which is, that 


when you are following Fefws in atts of Juftice or 
Charity, or any of the reft, you do as ftrengly attrad 
aa 
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and draw down the blefiing of Heaven upon you, as 
by the beft devotions: which you perform upon your 
- knees. You do not think, I believe, that they are 
_ the words which you {peak, that have any virtue to 
_charm the celeftial Powers, but that the Love to 
God which is expreffed in Prayer, invites him to 
come and dwell with you. Now this Love is tefti- 
fied as much in other actions of an Holy Life, efpe- 
cially when we deny our felves any fenfiblé good in 
the performance ofthem ; and thereforethey cannot 
chule but re-inforce our Prayers , and redouble our 
Petitions, and call {till for new Grace to make us able 


4 


todo better. . Befides, it isto beconfidered, that do- 


ing of good being the ule and improvement of that 
Grate of God which we obtain by our Prayers, it 
muift needs intitle us to the right which the Promife 
of God gives us, of more’Grace to be added unto that 
which we have already received, We render to 
‘God hereby his own with Ufury-and Increafe; and fo 
cannot milfs of procuring more Talents to be lent un- 
tous. And indeed if you enter into a {trict Kxami- 
nation of things, you will find that every act of Vir- 
tue haththe very fame effect upon the Underftanding 
and Will, which I attributed to Prayer itfelf For 
there is nothing more inlightens the Mind inthe 
Knowledge of good, than the experience and ‘afte 
which the practice of it gives us 3 and the Willis fo 
effectually determined hereby to the choice of it, that 
it gets an habit, and naturally propends unto it. 
There is nothing can more dilpofe the {oul ‘to well 
doing, than the doing well: and we are never more 
fecure of the help of Gods good Spirit, than when we 
follow the motions of it, 


Y.2 Behold 
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‘Behold then what a dangerous Rock doth here dif 
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cover it felf, upon which many have dafht and fplit 


themfelves, and perifhed. . Men think there ts no - 
Communion with God, buf what is held by Prayer, 
and fuch like holy dutics. Nay, as if this was all we 
have to do for maintaining friendihip with him, it 
hath ingroffed the name of duty , and inclofed the 
createft part of Religion in itfelf. A ftrange conceit! 
As if inthe conftant exercife of an Holy Life we did - 
not keep a fellowfhip with him, by doing the fame 
that he doth, and fhewing forth his Virtues to the 
World. © Isthere any thing more vifible than that by 
Righteouftiefs, Charity, Patience and fuch like, we 
approach to God, and are made partakers of him? 
Do we not feel him by thefe things 2. Are we not made 
one Spirit and Nature’with him? Doth he not dwell 
inus, and wein him? What is the reafon then that 
men confine Divine Communion to Prayer and recei- 
ving of the Sacrament, as if we never injoyed him but 
in thefe immediate addrefies to him > What is it that 
makesthem imagine God is here to be found, and no 
where elfe? They know not fure what it is to pray,and 
partake of thofe holy Myfteries. They fancy it ts but the 
pouring out fuch a number of words, or the ftirring of 
fome devout affections in them. Thefe they conceive will 
put them inthe favour ofGod, and fecure them there 
without any further labor. Which hath caufed,it is like 
thecorrupted Church to increafe the number of Sa- 
craments,and create a great many more then Gad hath 
made. For it is an eafie matter to receive thefe Seals 
of Grace, and there is no fuch repugnance tothem in _ 
our flefhly nature as there is to the life of Fefzz. Hence — 
it is that men would have the whole fumm of Religion 
to becontained in thefe {mall volumes.. They would 


_have- 
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have all Piety cloiftered up in thefe narrow walls; 
and are loath to give it a larger compafs. Within 
. thefe limits they would willingly have it confined, and 
not have it walk abroad in our common converfation 
in the World. But if they had any true relifh of 
vertue, they would foon difcern that thefe Holy Du- 
ties arepreparations for whatfoever elfe we have to 
do. They are fofar fromexcluding all thereft, that 


they includethem every one and carry them in their: 
Bofome. All the Vertues-refort hither, at thetime - 


when thefe areto be perform’d. Here they all agree 
tomeet, and( asI may {peak ) to keep their General 
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Rendevouz, the betterto {trengthen andadvanceeach . 


other, At thefe holy retirements they all come to- 


gether to confult for the preferving of theircommon. ° 


intereft. There isnot one of them abfent when we 
pray aswe ought, oraddrefs our felves in due manner 
tothe Table of the Lord. Then they aflemble them- 
felves to joynin one Band, inorder to the making a 
more powerful impreflion upon their enemies; and to 
increafe their {trength, the better to incounter them at 


all times elfe, They are all in Action at once upon 


thefe occafions. And by their united force do more 
mightily ingage the will to the love of them at all 
other feafons. When we pray, we make a folemn 
_ acknowledgement of God in all his attributes.. We 
‘ confefs him to be the Caufe of all things. We extol] 
his Soveraign power and Supremacy over all crea- 
tures. We acknowledge his Independency, and our 
felves to live and move and have our being in him. 
We afcribe to him Liberty and Freedom in that it isin 

~ his willand choice what,and when, and how much we 
fhall injoy. We give him the Glory of his Fulnefs 
and Alfufficiency, of his aie lat his laa hae 
3 WE. is 


ty;and of whatfoever other excellencies belongs unto — 


him. We humble our. {elves aifo before him. We 


hath promifed. We hope in hisMercy: and refign 
our Souls and Bodies into his Hands to be governed by 
his Holy Laws. Prayer is the Silence of.our Souls; 
the ftilnefs and calm of all our Paffions : the fatif- 


faction and contentment of our Defires: and inone 


word, it is the Union of our Wills with the Divine. 


profefs our Faith and confidence in him for all that he 


a " 
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his Eternity andimmutability, his Goodne&and Boun- 


And if yeuturn your eye From hence to the Holy , 


Sacrament of ChriftsBody and Blood, there you will 


" find the very fame concourfe of all the Graces to affift 


at that folemn time. They all confpire to be prefent 
then to wait upon our Lord, and to improve them- 
felves by exerting their utmoft vigor and f{trength in 
that Holy Action. Thevery bufinefs and imployment 
of a Chriftian foulatthat Feaft is to celebrate the Di- 
vine Goodnefs with our higheft praifes, to profels our 


felyes the Difciples and followers of the Crucified . 


Jefws: to exprefs. the greateft paflion of Love to him: 
to offer our Souls and Bodies to his fervice: to ac- 
cept of his yoke and take his Crofs upon our fhoulders : 


to embrace each other with a fervent Charity: to- 


open our hearts unto all the World: to excite our 
{elves tothe doing of good: and to. proclaim forgive- 
nefs to all that have done us evil. Here all our trou- 


blelome Paflions are laid afleep,and dare not fo much _ 
as ftir; being now in the prefence of our Lord... They 


are all hufhe and f{till, out of the Reverence they bear 


to him and his Soveraign Authority. Here we cau,nci- 
ther be caretul, nor angry, nor fearful, nor defirous. of 


any other thing but only Him and his Love. «Nay, 
“¥ - here 
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here all the inordinacy of them is quelled,fubdued and 
_ brought under the Government of his Laws. They 


are not only caftinto afleep, but mortified and flainat ° 


the fightof the Paflion of our Lord. Anger and ha- 
tred give up the Ghoft, and yicld themfelves victims 
_ to his conquering Love. All our care for the Werld 


expires into the Bofome of Ged. ~All Fear. vanithes,. - 


and turns into Faith and truftin his Providence, All 
Pride and Vainglory dyes at the feet of his Humble 


Majefty. The Impure defires of the Fleth receive © 


their mortal wound, when we feel the pangs and ago- 


nies andtravel of His foul, . There is nething left but 


an indignation at our finfull felves,a care to pleafe him, 


an holy fear to offend him, an hatred of the. very gar-_ 
ment {potted withthe flefh; a love of Piety, and an . 


_ ambition to be like to this Holy Saviour. It wouldbe 
- toolong, if I fhould tell you how all the /ife of Fefus 
was at once exprefled in his death: and how as he 


hung wpon the Crofs, he acted all the Vertues which | 


he had fo long preached and practifed. But you will 
{oon difcern by your own obfervation if you pleafe but 
to. look upon him in that laft Scene of his Tragedy 5. 
that he never gave greater inftances of his Humility, 


Charity, Meeknels, Patience; Confidence in God, and. 


contempt cfthe World, then when he left it in thofe 
fhamefull and ignominious torments, And therefore 


fince this Crucified Fefws is fo lively fet before cur: 
eyes inthis Holy Sacrament, we muiteither fhut our 
* eyes, or elfe he willimprint fach an Image and draw 
fuch a Picture of himfelf upon our hearts, that all thofe. 


Graces will thine together there. 
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Of the wany enemies be was to expe, that would affault 
his Refolution: Some from within, fome from without, 
Of their fubtilties and various arts to deceive. 


W WEre the Good man made a paufe: the Other 

~ ffeeming as if he had a mind to interpofe fome 
doubt, or to make fome obfervation upon what had 
beenfaid. But he modeftly praying him to proceed, 


‘and telling him that he had no defire to do any thing 
“but only to hearkento his Inftructions, which would 


- fooner. tire the Giver then the Receiver 5 it was no 


‘not much more to be added, th 


long {top to his fpeech which thus continued. I am 
fo defirous you fhould think it is eafier to underftand 
then to follow the Chriftian courfe which leads to 
Ferufalexe ; that | would have you know there remains 
én what relates to 
thofe things which have been already f{poken. Bue 
you having thus difpofed of your affairs and put your 
felfin fuch good order as [have directed; it will be 


time to begin your journey'in Gods Name thither. On-_ 4 


ly be fure at your fetting out, that you confirm the 
Vow you have made by fetting to it the Seal of that 


Holy Sacrament of which [have now difcourfed. Te 


will be a very good Viatichm for you, and in the 
ftrength of this Food you may travell many dayes: {till 
looking at fefvs whom you beheld there fo teelingly 
reprefented.. And truly you will find there is great 
need of fortifying your felf very well, for I muft let 


-youknowthatat your firit ftepping out of doors, be-. 


foreyou have gone many paces, you will be ircoun- 


the Parable of the Pilerine. 
tred with a World of enemies of feveral forts; ae 
- will befet you round about and boldly affaule your 
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Fefolution of goingto Ferufalem. Weare toldindeed | 


_-asI have heard fome relate out of Diodore of Sicily, 
that among the ancient Izdians there were certain 


_ , Officers appointed on pur pole totake care of Travellers 


and Strangers , and to fee. that nobody did them any 
wrong. And if it chanced that any fuch perfon did 
fall fick they provided-a Phyfitian for him, with all 
other things that the neceffities of fuch a condition 
did require. If he dyed they gave him a decent Bu- 
tial, and if he had any money or goods about him 
they took care to have them reftored to his heirs if 
they couldbe found. But now you will very much 
deceive your felf if you expect fuch kind ufage from 
the world, or think to be preferved in your travels 
from their injuries and affronts. There is not fo much 
Chriftianity leftamong them as will equall the vertue 
of thofe Pagans. Men are more bufie in pafling the 
fentence of Damnation upon them, then in condem- 
ning themfelves for not excelling and out{tripping the 
Piety of Infidels. They take care for little elfe but to 
_ have it believed, that thofe Heathens fhall not be faved 
notwithftanding all their good workss and that they. 
sthemfelves fhall be faved notwith{tanding their bar- 
rennefs of them. They will be fo far from doing you 
any good, that they will not ftick to do you harm. 
__ They who you would think fhould bea guard to you, 
May prove the moft dangerous enemies and take an 
Opportunity to rifle you. There are many will be 
forward to offer you their fervice, but it is becaufethey 


would willingly have an occafion tobetray you. They . 


would be content no doubt tobury you, but it is be- 


caufe they are glad that they fee you dead. And yet 
ora ZL, you 


ee 
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~ you mutt not think that evil men will be your only or 


your greateft oppofers; for there are fundry others as 


‘Ttold youthat will-be ready to joyn their forces with 


them, and fuch as are of a more dangerous and malig- 


~ nant difpofition. There is never a thing you fee in ~ 


_the world but it may prove anAdverfary and indea- 


vour to hinder you in your journey: but there are 
many befides more potent which you do not fee that 
will back and fecond them in their mifchievous defign. 
Though they difagree never-fo much among them- 
felves in other things, yet they will all combine toge- 
ther and confpire in this, toufetheirutmoft {kill and 
indeavour to check your defires, and break your pur- 
pofés, or at leaft to give you many difcouragements 
that may ftop you in your courfe and hinder your go- 
ing forward to Ferufalem. 1 have known many Pii- 
Srims of great courage and undaunted Refolution , 
and yet I could never hear of any whom more or 
fewer of thefe armed enemies had not the hardinefs to 
fet upon: And fomeI have been acquainted with wht, 
were either forced or perfwaded by themto make a 
retreat after they were well advanced in their way 
thither. And-therefore you muft not think you fhall ° 
be fuch a priviledged Soul as to efcape their aflaults: 
fince Heroical Vertue could never terrifie them from 
making a proof of its conftancy and valour. . And you 
muft not think neither thatthey are without ftrata- 
gems and fubtil Arts to deceive thofe whofe ftrength 


- they cannot over-mafter. They will {pare neither 


¢ 
oe. 


lyes, nor flatteries, nor bribes, nor fine entertainments - 
( ifthey fee that Violence is like to effect nothing ) to 
corrupt your mind and induce you to change once 
more and return home again’ to thofe imjoyments 


Which youhave quit and left behind you. There is 


nothing | 
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. nothing fo affli&s chem as to fee a Soul in love with 
Ff, and refolutely bent to travel. for to find him. 
This urges them to. ufe their greateft induftry and wit 
to extinguifh that good will, with the lofs of which 


. they know your journey will ceafe and come to no- 
thing. Againft thefe therefore you muft be well pro-- 


vided, that when they come and make an imprefiton 
upon you, it may find fuch a noble refiftance that it 
may fly back withfhame in their own faces, and only 
fet a mark of honour and token of Victory upon yours. 
And truly to expect and look for them, is halfway to 
a conqueft: their greateft advantage lying in the fecu- 
rity ofa Soul which fears nodanger. Which makes 
‘this Warning that I give you before hand the more 
neceflary , becaufe it isa part of your Armour, and not 
only an Alarm to make you carefull to be well ap- 
- pointed. - 


IDelieve you are defirous to have fome lift of thefe 
Enemies; and therefore I think fit tolet you know that 
you will find none more forward to fet upon you, then 
fome within your felf. The Flefhly defires 1 mean and 


the Wordly fears of your own naughty heart, whothe - 


more they have found you a friend to them hereto- 
fore, will now become the more peftilent enemies and 


_ do you the greater mifchicf. _Thefe will be very un- 


willing that you {liould do fo muchas Pray, or Medi- 
tate with any ferioufnels of Jefrs and Ferufalem 3 and 
much more oppofite will they be to the Life of Sobrie- 
ty and Self-denyal which they fee you entring upon. 
If their confent were firft to be obtained, you fhould 
not ftir fo much as one foot in this way whereinI have 
_ dire&ted you. They would murmur and repine moft 


fadly; they would put a thoufand jealoufies inyour 


hi mina, 
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mind, and remember you of as many fervices which 
you owe them, without the performance of which — 
they can never reft contented. And therefore when — 
you have madea little progrefs, and tafted fome of the — 


difficulties of your way; then is the opportunity of 
the Fieh to fet in ftrongly with its reafons, and to 
fuggelt to.you thatitisa courfe not tobe indured. It 
cannot be expected that in fo fit an occafion it fhould 
be filent, but that it fhould intreat you of all Loves 
not to be fo cruel as to proceed in your purpofe and to 


deny it thofe fatisfaGions which are not to be met 


withall infucha difmall rode. Sometimes it will ery 


eut of the injuries that have been done it and com-. 


= 


plain of the violence that Temperance hath offered to | 


its pleafures, and the robberies whichthe poor have 
committed upon its goods , with other intolerable 
wrongs of the fame nature. And fometimes it will 


- fhriek and cry out for fear ofthe Danger and Hard- 


fhips that are ftill infuing , and will be fure, as it fan- 
cies, to make a total {foil ofall its contentments.. And 
though many of thefe piteous lamentations be neglect- 
ed by you, yet it will not ceafe; it islike,to follow.you 
with them; and at fome feafons plainly to grapple 
with you and ftruggle forthe Victory. And fince af- 
ter fome difficulties that are overcome, there may well 
be fuppofed others to be remaining that will try your 
conftancy; thefe willbe fure to be reprefented to you 
in a very formidable fhape and made to appear far 


bigger and vafter then really they are. Thatfo your 


flehly defires may have the fairer pretence to with you 
to confule for your eafe and fafety both together, by 
returning back to the place from whence you came. 


Many evil Spirits likewife there is no doubt, will joyn 
themfelves to this party: and obferving the beft ad-_ 


‘vantage: 


‘The Parable of the Pilgrii. 


vantage that fhall aril, they will ufe all the fleights,. 
and temptations, and power that they are Matters of, 


_ tointice or draw your heart from the Love of Jefus, 


and make you weary of profecuting your purpole of 
going tohim. But whatfoever any, or.all of thefe fhall: 


fay, and in whatloever form they fhall make either 


their addrefles or aflaults; believe not a word they 
{peak, or rather {top your ears as much as you can 
to alltheir charms. And be fure at leaft to betake your. 
felf to that one fecure Remedy which I told you of, 
anfwering thus unto them ; I defire wought but the . 
Love of felis, and to be with him in peace at Ferufalem. 
This word will drive them all away, as having no 
hopes to find any roomin thofe fouls that are full of 
fuch defires. And unlefs you ceafe to fay and think 
that,or you give it but a cold remembrance 5 ‘they will 
let you goon in your way thither, without any fur- 
ther difturbance from fuch perfwafions.. 


But yet when they fee that they cannot be admitted. 


at this door, they will try to enter in at another; or 
at leaft they will endeavour to reprefs the forward- 
nefs of your courfe, and to make your way intricate — 
and perplexed. For finding that you cannot be per-— 
fwaded tobe inlove withthem, orany of their con- — 


federates, they will beginto throw {cruples and fears 


into your mind, that you may bear an affection to 
fome or other of them. When they cannot difturb 
your Paffions, they will be fo fubtil as to trouble your 
Fancy. And whenthey cannot perfwade you to break . 
off your journey, they will labour to poflefs you with 
aconceit that you have not yet prepared your felf fuf-- 
ficiently for it. They will often be ftirring up fuch: 


thoughts as thefe in your mind; that you have not 
: Z3 wathed 
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wafhed your elf clean enough by forrow and contri- 
tion for your fins, that your confcience hath not been 
-thorowly fearched, nor your faults duly confefled,nor — 
your heart rightly humbled, and deeply afflicted : and 
therefore that it would be beft for you to returnagain, 
at leaft for fo fhort a fpace till you may be better pur- 
ged, and fo the better provided for travel. With 
much {pecioufnefs, and very fair fhews of faithful coun. 
fel] will all this be reprefented : and they will make 
you believe, if they can, that you cannot pleafe God 
~better than by going back to the very place where 
you firft began, in order to prepare your felf with 
more exactne(s for fuch a long journey. But do not 
give any credit to a fyllable of allthis, nor think your 
felf obliged to ranfack your confcience all over again, 
and to {pend yourtime in I know not what penfivenefs 
and tirefom humiliations. For thefe courfes may in- 
danger to keep youalwayes at home ; either becaufe 
* you will never think that you know the bottom of 
your heart, or becaufe you will {till feem not to be 
forrowful and penitent enough, .or becaufe thefe hor- 
rours will even affright you from Religion, and make 
you think (as [ have known fome do ) that it 1s impof- 
lible to be faved. -At leaftthefe things will put you 
into uncouth and unknown wayes, and make others 
think that Piety is madnefs. They will hinder youal- 
fo‘exceeding much, fothat Cif yougo on atall, yet _) 
you will travell very flowly, and bea moft tedious 
time before you come at Fefvs. Saythereforetothefe  , 
fcruples, when they buzz in your ears; Iam nought, 
¢ <  Lbave nought,c. Vhavefunk my felf as low as Ican 
in my own cfteem, Ihave forfaken all, and carry no- 
thing inmy heart as he knows but only Fefzs and Fe-. 
rujalerz, and therefore moleft me not in my paflage to _ 
them. “And 
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difcovery of this Artifice to deceive you) that ir is 
too great a boldnefs for fucha perfon as you, to think 


to fee Jefus and Jerufalem : if they fay that you are 


not worthy of his favour, nor ought to be fo pre- 
fumptuous as to hope for it ; anfwerthem again inthe 
very fame words, I azz nought, I have nought, Oc. 
-. T know as well as you can tell me, that I am unwor- 
thy of any thing, and much more of his favour: but 
therefore it is that I defire him, and am going to him, 


that I may have fome worthinefs, by refembling him. 
| : ° 


.Ido not prefume upon my own deferts, but upon 
his Loves nor am I pricked forward by my own de- 
fires only, but by his invitations; nor was it my mo- 
tion, but his own, which firft put me upon this de- 
fign of travelling to him., Nor fhall you ever per- 

_ {wade me to defift in this enterprize, unlefs you can 
tellme from hisownmouth, that he will do no good 
unto a finner (as 1 confefs my felfto be) but I will con- 
tinue to pray without ceafing , and to labour perpe- 


tually that | may be righteous, like to himfelf; and fo. 


be accepted with him. I amnot fo foolifh indeed as 


to imagine that he will receive meto himfelf at Feru- _ 


Jalem, if 1 become no better than I am; butI ftudy 
by his Grace ( which I know he isnot wont to deny ) 
to be made fo conformable to his defires, that he will 
- not think me unworthy tobethere entertained by him.. 


And now if any old friend or acquaintance fhould 
chance to crofs your way; and pittying that poor 
and defolate condition wherein you feem to be, fhould 
in civility invite you home to him, and pray you to 
* accept of the kindnels of their Country 5 ae if A 
nou 
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* And if they thal! {till proceed to tell you ( upon the’ 
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fhould promife you fome gre tf 
~ divertifements to the flefh, which are far more eligible 
in his opinion, than fuch a miferable Pilgrimis life as’ 
' he fees you lead; turn a deaf ear to him, and do not 
go along with him. eee) sis Sep 


- Nay, if he only ftop you in your journey by vain, . 
frivolous and impertinent difcourfes ,* which, you 
think, detain you-too long from accomplifhing your 
intentions; break loofe fromhimas foon as you fairly 
can, andfay only this to him, Szr, I would fain be at 
Ferufalem. And if he perfift to trouble you, and fol- ° 
Jow you with his importunities to turn afide to his 
dwelling, or to let him have more of your company ; 

~ invite him to go along with you, and tell him that 
then he fhall enjoy asmuch as he pleafes of it. And 
_if tothefe Temptations there fhould many others fuc- 
ceed from the proflers of Gifts, Honours and Prefer- 

ments which will incommode you, and be a clogto . 
you inyour journey; regardthem not, but ftillbear — 
in your minds the thoughts of what you fhall have at 
fernfalem, Which isnot meant as if I thought the 
Rich and the Honourable could not get thither as well 
as wes butonly to preferve you from the greedy hu- - 
mour of the world, who catch at all that prefents ic 

_ felf, though they ftart out of their way to. get it ;“and 
turn into an hundred by-paths to poficfs and aug-— 
ment it, 


Et ae ‘ aie & 
t pleafures, and rare — 
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Of many other devices te difcourage him in his Fourney. 
— Efpecially if he fould chance to geta Fall. 


| = ae Holy man refted himfelf again for a little - 
(pace, to fee if there were ought that his Difciple 


had amind to propofe, who all this while had been in 


a profound ftilnefs. Bue when he faw that he did no- 
thing but ponderupon what he had fpoken, and re- 
mained fo fixed, as if he had been chained to his 
mouth, and could not ftir from thence; he went.on 
in his difcourfe , which he clearly difcerned the poor 
foul moft greedily received, You look, faid he, as if 


you were not atall dejected at what I have delivered ; 


and perhaps youare the better fatisfied, becaufe you 


expe to be entertained with more pleafane news than 
hitherco hath falated you. Bue I muft deal fincere- 
ly wichyou, and let you know that many of the plea- 
fures in this way that you are to go, confift more in 
beating enemies, than in having none; in victories 
and eriumphs, rather -than in’not being expofed to 


_ dangerous conflicts, And: therefore be contented to 


hear that all your enemies twill fallinto arage, and 
be filled’ with ‘madnefs , when they fee their ftrata- 
gems become fo unfuccefsful. And that they may 


take fome revenge for fo fhameful a difappointment , 


they will procure that you be exceedingly defpifed 
and {corned as’a very poor wretch, and a filly 


‘creature, They will fer the very Boyes and Girls to 


laugh and boat ac'you: or, which is worfe, they will 


devife, 


_ lay all the falfe things co your charge thae they can 
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devifz, and throw in your teeth any old faule which 
you have committed, and not only brand you with 
very cifgracefol names, but alfo calumniate you asa 
man of ill defigas. Bur if you will be fafe, I charge 
you not toheed thefe things atalls nonot ifthey go 
about to rob you, or proceed to beat you, or ufe you 
very defpitefully, and perfecute you with as much~ . 
violence as malice can-minifter co their fury. Remem- 


ber whatTnow fay untoyou, as you love your life, 


and contend not with trem, ftrive not fiercely again{t 
them, nor {pend {9 much as a fic of anger upon them, 
Content your felf as well as you can with the- da- 
mage received, and pafs on quietly, as though no 
hurt bad been done, left you involve your felf in 
worle dangers, and fufler a far greater harm than they 
have in their power to do you. Carry this only in 
your mind, thatto be at Ferufalem in fatety with Fe- 
fs, is a thing that ought to be purchafed with far 
harder ufage than all this ; and. then you will not fo 


. muchas repine atis, but be more.comforted by your. 


patience, than you could have been by remaining free _ 
from {uch afflictions. | ; NS 


Get this alfo be added for your fuppore, that if 
they fee you are fo hardy, as not to beat all moved - 
by thefe affronts, but rather well contented with fuch — 
rude and dirty abufes; ic will give as great difcou: - 
ragement to them, as they hoped thereby to have 
given you. You will grow a very confiderable per- 
fon in their account, and they will ftand in fear of you, 
as one that is like to hearten many others inthis jour- 
ney, from which they labour by fo many waies thar” 
they may be deterred. Which muft not be expound: - 
ed as it their heart would not ferve them totrouble 
es Perera A 
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you any longer, when they fee you return all their 
blows upon themfelves; for as long as their malice 


_tafts; they will not ceafe to be a vexation to you, and 


to labour to bring you into fome new danger. Nay, 
itis likely they will from all thefe difappointments 
only learn to go to work more craftily, and lay all 
their heads together to contrive fome infenGble 
waies of effecting yourruine. But, as { {aid before, 
keep in your mind Jefus and Fersfalem, and they will 


give you fecuricy, and countermine al! their plots to 


undo you, As for inftance, it is poffible they 
will endeavour to fow fome differences. between you 
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and your fellow-travellers; when you meet with any _ 


tobear you company. They will ftudy to work in 
you an ill opinion, andto make you fhy of each other ; 
nay, to caft {uch bones of contention among yau, thac 


you fhail grow paffionate, fall out by the way, and 
break company: of which feparation they will be the | 


more defirous, becaufe they know itis fo profitable 
for you in your travels to have the benefit of good 
companions, Now ifin this cafe ycu co but look up- 


on Fefus; though the fire were already kindled, it . 


would be inftantly extinguifhed, And if Frrufalem 
do but come into your mind, if you do but caft a 
glance upon that {weer and quiet plice ; it will pre- 


 fently make acalmin your foul, which cannot think 


~ jt likely’ you thould come thither, but in the paths of 


Peaceand Love. As muchas in you lyeth therefore, 
live peaceably with all men, and much more with 
your Brethren and Companions. And as one of-the 
Eldeft Guides that ever travelled this way hath lefe 
us direGtions, les it be ever a principal pare of your 
cate, to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 


Peace. 
} Aa 2 T hope 


I hope that what I now fay, together with that 
difpofition which brought you hither to me, will 


eM cei 
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render-one caution ( which elfe fhould have been 
here interpofed) as unneceflary to you, as it is need- 


ful in it felf: which is, That you enter not into 
hot difputes, and fharp contentions with any man, 
nonotaboutthe Opinions in which they pretend Re- 
ligion is concerned, Butyet let me pafs an Obferva- 
tion or twoupon thofe Contefts which feem to exer- 
cife fo much of fome mens zeal,and tell you; That Ido 
not remember I have been acquainted with any man 
- who was in love with Controverfies, that much mind- 
ed the way to Fersfalem, ot ftudied to be fo able to 
do the Will of God, as to confute and filence the Ad- 
verfaries that he opposed. This wrangling piece of 
Learning, is alwaies wont to leave the moft necefia- 


Way 


ry truths, that ic may purfue thofe which are un- ] 


profitable and good for nothing. Nay,itis obferved by 
' wife men, to be generally accompanied with this bafe 


quality; cthac ic cannot exercife the Underftanding © 


withouc provoking the paflions,, nor fpeak of Mo- 


deration ic felf without diftemper , nor treat of — 


peace and quietnefs, without putting the foul into 


diforder. And therefore I could never difcernthac 


fuch Difputers have any great faculty of defcrying 
the Truth about which they contend; but make 
that amatter of great difficulty and perplexity which 
the peaceable people, and they who are free from 


paffion and prejudice, do eafily difcover. And here 


I thall not ftick to refrefh your mind a little with 
the pleafure of a Story or Parable which I. have 
fomewhere met withall out of 4xn/felme,a man of no 
mean efteem in the times wherein he lived. There 
were two men, faith he, who a little before the Sun 


was . 


| 
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-wasup, fellinto a very earneft debate concerning that. 
pare of the Heavens wherein that Glorious body was 
toarife that day. In this Centroverfie they fuffered 
themfelves to be fo faringaged, that ar laft they fell 
together by the.ears, and ceafed not their buffectings 
till chey had beaten out each others eyes. And fo it 
careto pafs that when a little after, the Sun did fhow 
his face, there was neither of thefe doughty Champi- 
onsthatcould difcern ore jot a thing fo clear as the 
‘Prince of lights, which every child fawbefide them- 
felves.. It would be too great a difparagement to. 
your underftanding, if-I fhould {pend a moment in 
teaching you to apply it to our prefent purpofe. 
It is fufficicnt to add, That though zeal for Re- 
ligion be- not only commendable, but required of 
us, yet we muft cake great heed left we ftrive 
fo hotly and paffionately for every Opinion which 
we have conceived, that we quite lofe our faculty 
of difcovering either that, or any. thing elfe which 
is truly good. I may well fay any thing elles forthefe 
- Controverfies in Religion | have heard fome wife men. 
— obferve, do much hinder the advancement of other 
Sciences, and the increafe of good knowledge in the 


World. And therefore a great Reftorer of Learning - 
among our felves was wont co fay, that he was like the | 


Miller near one of our famous Univerfities, who uled 
_ to pray for peace among the Willows. For while 
the Wind blew, and the Windmills wroughr, the 
Aad was lefs cuftomed. And juft fo itis with 
-thefe difpures : while they are high, and fer mens wits 
in agitation, they draw away their thoughts from 
other profitable ftudies, and hinder their minds from 
fach noble inquiries as. would do a great lervice to 


mankind., Pray therefore for the peace of thofe that 
See Aa3 travel: 
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by all means poffible. Or if any be contentious, 
andobey not thetruths; mark fuch perfons and avoid 
them. tbe ; 


And truly there ate’ fo many enemies 2s you have 


heard to exercife our zeal, that we had not need to, 


create more, and to feek for enemies among our felves, 
= . 

They are. fo combined and confederate for our mif- 

chief and undoing, chat it ftands us in hand to unite 


our forces alfo for our mutual defence, and notto give 


them that advantage which they greedily gape for, and 
will certainly have by our fad divifions.” So great is 
their fubtilty, and fo intent they are to make the urmof 
nfe of ir, chat if we have any wit, ic had need be joyned 
to cbviate their defigns, and nor imployed to make 
wide breaches ; at which, without much difficulty they 


may eafily enter anddeftroy us. For, befides all the. 


waies of deceiving us that have been already jelated, 
{ muft dot forgét to remember you ofa condition into 
which you may fall, of whichrhey will not fail to fe:ve 
themfelves as mech as they areable. Itis poffible | 


mean that fome way o° other a fit of ficknefs may fur- 


prize youin your journey; or it may fo happen thac 
fuch a great want may be your portion, that no.man 
will offer you any help, or regard your cryes when you 
beg forrctief. At this feafon yourenemies will ga- 


, ety Ps < a : 
travel to Ferufalem, and do you feek it and purfue it — 


ther zbout you, andas if they meant aronce to fwal-— 


low you up, they will put ftrange fancies into your 
head, and abufe your mind with {uch black and mélan- 


choly thoughts, as may prove no {mall affli@ionto you, ~ 


They will infult over you, and tell you that your folly 
and prefumption in undertaking this tedious journey . 
hath reduced you to fo great extremities: or thac 
| _fome 
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| fome hainous fin for which you have not yet been 
- humbled, is the caufe of this fad condition: or that 
you are one whom Fe/ws hates, which hath made him 
to abandos you to thefe ftraights ro chaftife your con- 
_ fidence: or that he loves you folittle, as norco care 
whether any body mind you: orat leaft chat you have 
- fo ill deferved of mankind, that‘none of them regards 
~ you, or hath any follicitude for your welfare. And all 
_thefe talesthey will tell over and over again in your 
- ears, co feed yoyr melancholy and difquiet of Spirits 
“ tomake you murmure and fall into difcontent, to 
breed in you an ill opinion of your $e/ws,or to provoke 
you to anger and difpleafure againft.your Brethren ; 
and if it be poffible to work you into fuch uncharitable 
thoughts of them, that you fhould never love them: 
any more. .But now: it will concern you very much 
to ftop your ears to all thefe lamentable ftories, and to 
make as if you heard them not atall, You muft fay 
over your old leffon as oft as they repeat thefe fug- 
geftions, and whifper to your felf thefe words, / am 
nought, \ deferve thefe mileriess Iris not ftrangethat I 
am fick or poor, butthat !amno worfe. And then, if 
you pleafe, you may defie all thefe enemies, and lec 
them know that you do not fo much as defire the re-. 
moval of thefe burdens, nor care for any thing in the 
World but only for the Love of Fefus, and to be with 
him in peace at Fernfalem. Tellthem, you cannotbe- 
lieve that he hares a man who is poffefled with this 
Defire ; but how{gever it be, that you are refolved 
totry him by going on, and perfevering perpetually 
In it. : 
But then if ic fhould happen chat any of thefe af- 


faults which I have named fhould prove fo ftrong as 
: not 
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not only to fhake you, but alfo to make you ftamble, Sy 


yea to throw you down, and to give youfuch a fall, 
thac chereby fome hurtis done you: Or fuppofe thac 


you fhould chance to ftep afide, and to divert a little 


out of the direct path which leads to Ferufslems, you 
mutt know chat they will make a foul ftiraboutic, and 
accufé you heavily for having-done thar, which they 
laboured with ali their power tomake you do. [can- 


not tell.you how you will look upon your felf in fuch 


~acafe if you fhould flide intoit 5 but if you will follow 


“my advice, would not have you toefteem it fo great 
and horrid a maccer as they will make it, nor fuffer 
your felf to be afftighted:and aftoni(hed at ic. Allchat 

‘any wile man would bid you do in fuch a condition, is 


no more bur this; That as foon as you obferve your 
fall, and arecomeco your felf again, you, get up pre- 
fently, return into the old path, and ufe fuch remedies 
and medecines as every good body prefcribes in fach 
cafes, Confider ferioufly by what means you were 
drawn afide; humble your felf at the feec of -God; be 
:fficted, mourn-and weep fo far, that the fmart you 
fufler may keep you hereafter from the fin; ftreng-. 
then your refolution; fortifie your felf ia thofe weak 


places where you are lyable to furprife; be more | 


warchful for the future,-and more inftantin prayer fox 
the aids of Divine, Grace, Bue when this isdone, be: 
{ure you donot lye along upon the ground, crying and 
bewailing your misfortune, nor, ftand amazed in your 
errour, complaining that! you have been fo: miferably 
mif-lead, | ore har 


than good,.and give your enemies fuch advantage 


~againft you, thac they will double their laughter at 


your tolly, firft'tor your fall, and then for your lying 
along, or ftanding fill after you was-caftdown, 
5 | truly 


= 


For fam certain this will doyou moreharar — 


And 
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truly I am of the opinion, that your fall will not do 


them fo much fervice as your lying ftill: and that they 


will not clap their hands fo much to fee youdown, as 
to fee that you have no heart to rife, but go about to 


bury your felf in forrow. If you would deje@ them, 
and {poil their mirth, lift up your felf from the earth 5 _ 


and when you are upon your leggs again, remember for 
what end they are beftowed upon you, Proceed for- 
ward I mean in your journey as faft as you.can, anddo 
not think icis co any purpofe to ftand looking into 
your wounds, and weeping into your fores, For be- 
fides that all chat time you make no progrefs in yout 
_ way, the wounds themfelves alfo are made more angry, 
and you hinder the fpeedinefs of the Cure. Provide 
therefore thac they be inftantly bound up, that che 
parts may clofe and unite together, that your ftrength 


may return, and your journey may be continued with — 


as much courage and alactity as it was begun. But 


immoderare grief, I affure you, will never fuffer this; — 


which will rather keep the wounds open, make your 
weakne(s greater, and caufe the ftop which hath been 


~ occafioned by your fall to laftlonger. 1 know your 


enemies will be alwayes cafting this mifcarriage in 
your teeth, and be calling upon you toremember the 
place where they trip up your heels: but whatfoever 
they fay, donot think your felf obliged to be conti- 
nually turning your bead chat way, nor co be ever 
looking back upon your lapfe and your pain, For they 
intend nothing elfe but todetain you in your courfe: 
and if they cannot freez your b!ood, and make you 


ftand ftock ftillin a cold amazement, yet they hope. 


hereby to dif-fpiric your foul, and render you fo cull, 
lumpith and unfit for travel, that you thall move but 


avery flow pace in the way to Ferufalem, Be notig- 
7 | _. Bb norant 
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norant therefore, 1 befeech you,-of thefe devices, but 


_ Wwtinging your hands when you fhould be ufing them 


take heed left they makeas great advantage of your . 


forrow, as they couldof your fin. So you bedrown’d 


and fwallow'd up, they care not whether it be by over. 
much pleafure, or by over much grief. ‘They can ferve 
themfelves of your fpiritual trouble and affli@ion of 


mind, aswellas of your-carnal delights and bodily in- 


joyments. They canmake ufe of either to draw you 
from God, or at leaft if by the one they-draw you away 


from him, they will labour by the other to keep you- 
from returning back unto him. 


Nay; Ie tell you a fetch they hive beyond this. 
Whenthey have immerfed you as deep as they can in 
forrow, if they perceive youare aware of their defign, 
and ‘that you refolve not to fink any further, nor to be 
overwhelmed with its then will they>make chat for- 
row which you have already fele, to be the inftru- 
ment of plunging you intoa newgulph; of which you — 
did not fo much as. dream. They will take that very 
partupon them, which you your felf fhould have a@ed 
before; and tell you that it was very ill done to fpend 
fo much of your pretious time in unprofitable grief. 
They will callyou Fool for your labour, in afflicting 
your foulfo long, They will perfwade you, it was a 


new fin to wafte thofe hours in bewailing your offences, 


which fhould have been imployed in amending of 


them. And therefore ic is butsmeceflary thar | warm 
you again to be beforehand with them, and to fecnre 
this weapon for your owu ule, Keep it, I fay, in your 
own power, left if they wreft it from you, it ferve 
them in due feafon to wound you withall. “Let yout 
foul know from your felf, that it is not fit to ftand 
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in your work; and donot ftay to hear this from your- 
enemies mouth. Do not let them have the content- 
ment to ice you caft down fo: immoderately by your 
own means, that if you rife, it may be only to fali again: 
by theirs. “Botput them to as great an affliction by 
_ the difcovery of their practices, as they would have 
_ made youindure by the fuccefs of them, Let them 
know that your errour fhall only make you take the 
-- greaterheed, that you mean to go the fafter by your 
fall, and torecompence your remifnefs with an higher 
- zeal, But as for affli@ion and forrow, that you. will 
~referve your felf forthem till a time when they fhall 
, bemore profitable then now, that you havea mind to 
be doing better than ever. Tell them that you donot 
. intend toingage Religion againft it felf; nor make it 
euilty of being an hinderance to its own proper bufinefs. 
Give them to underftand, thac fince you have done 
~ your felf fo much mifchief already, you will take care 
_ there be no addition to it by the means of the pious - 
pretences of deep Humillations, Remember them 
effectually of the o!d obfervation which.may ferve to 
quafh them in the midft of their greateft triumphs over 
you, viz. That thoferhings which. for the time that is 
paft, are worft of all, may prove for the time to come 
to be the beft. We take advice of the future of thofe 
things which ere gone by us, Good couafels in out 
after-aGtions owe not a little co the mifcarriages of for- 
_merdayes, Our follies do teach us wifdom, and by 
~ lapfes we learn to go more fteadily, 


And if they continue ftill to infule and to make ado 
about this bufinefs, give not the leaft regard tothem; - 
but call ro your foul continually, and cry, On, om; (my 


Sov!) ftand motto hearken to what they fay, look not 
te | Bb 2 back 
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‘back again, ger thee forward’as faft as chou canft 
in ftead of lofing more time by thefe dejections of {pi- 
~ yit, let us ftudy by our courage to regain that which 


we have already loft. Nay, I would have you to pro- ~ 


s and 


<4 


ceed in your courfe, juft as if nothing at all-had hapned, 


keeping Fe/us in your mind, and a vehement renewed 
defire and indeavour to continue in his favour; which 


he is never wont to deny thofe, whofe hearts are fin- 


cerely bent to pleafe him. 


And yet it may happen after all th’s, that you may 
meet with a worfe ufe that they will make of your 
lapfes. They maytake occafion from thence'to per- 
{wadeyou tobe well contented wich fuch mifcarriages, 
and not to trouble your felf to amend fuch faules as 
havenoremedy. Theirindeavours willnot be want- 
‘ing to poffefs you with an opinion, which hath infe@ted 
too many minds ; That you cannot imitate Fefus, but 


have undertaken an impoffible task which you will - 


never be able‘to perform, This they may reprefent 
with a great deal of artifice, and many fair colours: 
- faying, Alas poor Soul ! in whata vain and idle labour 
haft thou ingaged thy felf? what meaneft thou thus 
to ftrain thy wings in afpiring to that which no crea- 
ture on earthcanreache Doft thou think to be like 
the Son of God ? To with tobe fo good, is the-higheft 
perfection of humane weaknels. But co go-aboucic, 
is only to make a more large difcovery of that natural 


frailty. Jtis.a patcern too illuftrious for thee to look ‘ 


upon, much moretofollow. It -belongs not to meer- 


men to be fuch great undertakers. Thou mayeft as | 


well chink to work miracles, <as“defignto imitate his 


Vertues. Te lyes not within thé compafs of flefh and : 
blood to become fo fpiritual and divine. And if 


thou 


thou hadft not already forgotten thy falls, thou 
_ couldft not dream of raifing thy felfto fo high a pitch. 
- Cafany heare put up fuch affronts with patience as 
thon meeteft withall >? Who can indure fuch abfti- 
nence,or exercife fuch Charity, or pra@tife fuch Meek- 
nefs as thou feeft-in Jefus? Sit down vain maa, and 
- comfort thy felf in this, that’ He hath done fo worthi- 

dy. It is enough to praife and extol fuch perfeétions : 
_ butit istoo much toarriveatthem. There is no man 
in his wits would trouble himfelf about a bufinéls, 
though he apprehend his obligations never*fo great 
that prefs him toit; when he hath fo good an excufe as 
_ this at hand, chat is not poflible to be effected. 


T cannot ftay to tell you the long {peeches that they 
will detain you withall in this Argument. Only you 
may know thac there is‘no Theme more eafie and 
plaufible than this, wherein co dilate themfelves: and 
therefore you may expect a world of f{pecious reafons 
to induce you to believe that no man can obey the — 
~ Commands of Chrift, or follow his greac Example. 
Which perfwafion, if they can by any means in- 
till into your foul, I muft affure you before-hand, 
that ie will prove the moft dangerous temptation that 
ever made an affault upon you, It will cuc (as I may 
fo fpeak) the very finews of your fpirit, and cramp 
your foul, fo that you will never be able to travel to 
"amit This infufion will not only difcourage you, 

ut perfealy benum you, and make you languifh in 
-aperpetual lethargy, The opinion of Neceffty doth 
not more quicken and excite us, than chat of Impoffibi- 
lity doth deaden an@Sdif-fpiit us in any undertaking, 
And therefore now if ever, you muft ron as faft as you 
can tothe extract which I gave you. You muft take © 
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4 good dtaught of thole enlivening -fpirits which 1 


commended, and are inclofed in rhat fentence which 


“you muft carry along with you. You muft repeatic ~ 


john 13. 
19, 
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again andagains I defire nothing but Je(us , nothing but 
Fe(us. He hath filled my foul witha purpofe to go — 
cotim: He hath infpired me with ftrong refolutions to 
follow after him. And fire He will not fail to bemy __ 
help, my ftrength, and my falvation. j 
And here let me befeech you to confider diligently 
before-hand, that they are his own words to his Dif- 
ciples juft before he lefe the world; 1 have given you 


;, an example, that you fhould do as 1 have done-to yous 


And how that one of thofe perfons bath-alfo told us, 
That he left ws an example that we fhould follow his fleps, ~ 
To what end, I pray yous; did He give us that - 
which wecannot takez What are we the better for - 
the Copy which he hath lefe, if it be fuchas we can- 
not tranferibe @ Did he intend to brave us, rather 
than inftrud-us by his actions ? Were they meant to 
upbraid our imbecillity, and not co infpire us. with 
courage and flrength? Inftead of provoking our fpi- 
rits, were they only defigned to make our ambition 
defpair? And when he fhould have awakened our di- - 


- ligence, did he only come to aftonith us with wonders, 


and caft our fouls into a ftupifying admiration? Thefe 
are bafe and leud fuppofals, of which the ancient Pil- — 
grims did never fo much as dream, They thought — 
they faw in him what mortal men: by the Grace of - 
God might hope to attain. ‘They-looke upon him’as. 
the advancer of humane Nature, nor only.in his own — 


 perfon, but alfo in all thofe who would undertakerta ~ 


follow him, They were incouraged and inflamed by _ 
beholding him to imitate his heavenly lifer and by his — 
| ah Grace 


Wiican 


Fan eis 


— «.... Fhe Parable of the 
Grace hive left us themfelves as inftances and éx- 
_ amples of that excellent vertue which Believers on 
. Jefus may come unto. They imitated him fo happily, 
that they themfelves are become Originals. The 
_ ¢ry out aloud unto us, that we fhould be followers of rcoti1, — 
_ them, as they wereof Chri. And muft we now ftand | Ls 
only gazing upon thems and. fpend our time in 
- commending the Piety of ancient dayes>? Mutt we 
think that thofe were priviledged Ages which were’ : 
_ attended with fach a Grace that doth not defcend up- 
on future fucceffions > Did the favours of Heaven dye 
with thofe great fouls? Muft we feek for Chtiftians 
_ only under their ruines, and in their Monuments ¢ Maft 
ewe adore their reliques in Books, and pleafe our felves 
in Idzeas, and Patcerns of things which we cannot imi- 
tate? Is it enough that we live in a profound fleep, if 
it be but interrupted fometimes with pleafant vifions > 
' Do they fpeak only to the firft born children of 
 Chrift, when they fay, Brethren, be followers tozether Vhil.3.r3. 
of #8, and mark them which walk fo, as you bave us for 
an enfample? Was it the priviledge of their birth- 
right tobe fo good, and muft we be contented to re- 
-mainbad? Are we fuch puifnees that muft expect no 
portion of Divine Grace, or think of being followers of Fp. 5. t. 
God as dear Children ofhis? Forthe Love of God let 
-usnmot think that his treafures are exhaufted, or that 
“he is weary of his \firft munificence. His arm is no 
fhorter than ic was, nor are his hands lefsopen. He is 
ftill willing to difpenfe his largefles, and to make wus 
know that they did notend with thofe Ages. Let us 
youze up our felves therefore, and not lofe the benefits 
_of Heaven, by thinking we cannot have them, Let 
us notimpute coitfuch an unkindnels of giving us fo 
high an example, thatit might oblige us to an He 
. Teh atable 


Be cary 
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Pilgrim. : 


eae 
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firable trouble, Thefe are the old fubtilties of the 
Serpent, which the Heathen Divines have deteGted as 


~ wellas we, The Philofophers themfelves were haunt- 


» edwith chefe clamours, and the people rang this con- 


tinually in theirears; itis impoffible to follow fuch — 
examples .as you propofe. But they fer themfelves - 
ftoutly againft this fluggifhnefs. They purfued mens 


fouls thac made thefe excules, and ferrered them out 


of fuch prerenfes wherein they fought to borrow, and 

ro make a Sanctuary fortheir lazinefs. You imagine, 
faith one of them, than thofe things cannot be done, 

which youdonot. ‘You will needs have them farto - 
furmount the nature of man, becaufe you will not be — 
at the pains to acquirethem. How much better doI® 
think of you, than youdo of your felvesy 1 honour 
you fo far, that lam of the mind youcan be fo good, 
bot only you will not apply your felves unto it. For, 
Whois there that hath made a tryal with all his hearc, 
that failedin the attempt ¢ Who hath buckled him- 
felf tothe work, that was deftitute of ftrengthe To 
whom have not thefe things appeared more eafje in the 
act, than inthe imagination? — The very truth of the 
bufinefs is, That it ws not becanfe they are fo difficult that 
we dare not enter upon thefethiness, but because we dare 
not enter upon thems, therefore they are difficalt. We afe- 
fright our felves with imaginary hardihips: and this 
fear magnifies objects, and infinicely multiplies every 
individual, Be but pleafed refolutely'to undertake the 
task, and you fhall find it as fweer and eafie as now it 
feems harfh and formidable. Do but think that all 
things yield to hard labour, and you have overcome 


_ the greateft difficulties by that one thoughe, 


Dovon hear, Sir what this neefan (aith ¢ Shall we 


not haye as much courage as Heathens # _ Is there not 


fo much of Godremaining amongus, as in{pired them 


with fuch'ftrong refolutions ? It feems to me that he 
hath touched the right’ ftring, and did we not fopine- _ 


, Ty negle@ our felves, and forget even the words of 


Be 


e Fefus, we fhould conclude, That tobim that believeth all’ 
_. things are pofible. Ne hinder the proficiency of our 


fouls in Piery, juftas mendo the advancement of good 
~+Learning. There are few thac underftand (as per- 
_ haps you_have heard it obferved) either the Eftate 


they pofiefs, or their Abilitiesto purchafe more: but 
they think the one is greater, and the other lefs 


_ than indeed they are, Soitcomesto pafs, that over- 


Poo 


prizing what they have already acquired, they make 
no further fearch, nor think of a due progrefs: or un- 


~ dervaluing the power that God hath giventhem, they 


expend their ftrength. and force, -in things of leffer 
confequence, and make no experiment of thofe which 
~are the higheft and nobleft improvement: of their 
minds, They content themfelves to read and pray, 
and confe(ls their fins, and talee thefe for rhe beft at- 
tainments of Chriftians. Thefe are the fatal Pillars, 
beyond which they have no hopesto penetrate. Here 
they make a ftand, when they fhould go on to all 
other actions ofan Holy Life, They run round in a 
perpetual circle of thefe Duties, when they fhould 
move forward to a compleat imitation of their Blef- 
fed Saviour. Rouzeup your felf therefore, { befeech 
you, and donot defpair by his affiftance of following 
the great Example which he and his Holy Ones have 
leftus, As the cpinion men ‘have of their wealth is 
the caufe of want; fo the conceit of an incurable weak-. 


nefs,-is the cavfe that we do nobetter, They. that 


are gone before us, have not * us to figh and sour 
' c thar 


{pic from our owa. Having done fo well at firft, 
we {hail blufh not todo better afterward. And while 
we imitate others, we fhall at leaft indeavour with 
all our might to excel our felves. 


I can fee no hinderance thatlyes in our way but on-’ 
ly our own lazinefs, together with this weak perfwa- - 
fion wherewith our enemies labour to poffefsus: That 
becaufe the bufine[s is not prefently dene, it i not likely 
te be done at all, And yet to fay the truth, I think 
that our Idlenefs is to bear the blame of this perfwa- 
fion alfo; for otherwife we fhall never entertain fuch 
unreafonable apprehenfions. There area greatnum- 
ber of men thit would do well, if they had bur che 
courage to indure forafewdaies, They have eager 
motions, or rather furious paffions , and ifthe buG- 
nefs couldbe done in amoment, or in that fit , there 
would not be braver men than they, Burt they are 
not willing to carry on a diiign of any length. they 
cannot hold out to make awork and a labour of be- 
coming good ; and fo their florhful humour makes 
them, after the firft attempt, to giveback, and to cry | 
out, to be bester thar we are tt % impofsible. A long 
march after our Saviour is a Bug bear that affrights 
them, A tedious War with their enemies quite di- 
fpirits them, ' They are loth co. be at the pains of fub- 

| — duing 


the Parable of the Pilgrim. 
~-Guing many refiftances, and undergoing a laborious 
and continued courfe of deftroying their oppofers, 
They would not be fouldiers all their life: nor ever 
ingaged in a combate with their Adverfaries. - They 
- fee their fins , but they cither feem fo great, that they 
imagine they cannot be vanquifhed: orat leaft they 
will not be ac the trouble of it, if it cannot be done in 
 aninftane. . After the firft on-fet, which is commonly 
very violent , they are wont to cool and make a retreat 
if they meet with any difficulties. They would have 
all effegted now, and nothing left to be done to mor- 
row, They donotcare for overcoming their enemies, 
but they had rather end the War with them; or if 
they maft fight, ic thall be-bue one Battle. They 
would not be at the trouble of getting che better of 
any oppofition; but they wifh there were none, or 
that ic were foon removed. They love the peace 
which will follow the victory , but they have noliftto 
- obtain it by a prolonged War. They would have 
their Adverfaries yield without many blows, and are 
content to engage but once forall againft them. In 


this encounter you would not think there weretobe — 


found any fouls chat are more couragious, They are 
- all onfire, and you would take them to be more than 
men. But ic is their idelenefs and florh that makes 
them thusactive. Icistheir cowardife, and not their 
valour that puts them into fuch a fury. [eis becanfe 
they would have no more to dos but only to injoy 
thet eafe, and take cheir repofe. They had rather 
have nothing at all to dos but if they muft imploy 
* their Arms, they defire inftantly tolay them afide 
again, You miftake them if you think they havea 
- mind fo much as to conquer , and triumph, and reign ; 
-allcthey defire is only to live, and be in quiet, Bucif 
Scan. they 
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once taking pains, ever after have leave to play. Do 


not therefore deceive your felf, nor cake a meafureei- — 


ther of their‘courage, or of the fuccefs by one impref-_ 
fion upon yourenemies, Yow have need of Patience (it 


. (youwill be a follower of Fefws) thas after you have 


done the Will of God, you may inberit his Premifes. This 
is a Vertue which is abfolucely neceffary in all great ene 
terprifes, but in none more than in this noble under- 
taking which you have inhand. If this be wanting, 
you maft needs ftay fhort of Ferufalem, but if you be 
armed with it, you need not difpair of executing the 
-pleafure of Jefus, and having the favour of feeing him 
there, Let it but have its perfect work, and then you wil 
be perfect, intire, and wanting nothing. . By this the - 
firft Pilgrim which I told you of, came happily to his 
journeysend ; for after Abraham had patiently indured, 
he obtained the Promife. And if you inquire of all that - 


~ fucceeded, you will hear this language trom every one 


tH. v.12 


of them, Be wot flothful, but followers of them who — 
through Faith and Patience inherit the Premifes. Where- 
fore being incompaffed with a cloud of witneffes, and 
having on every fide fo many glorious examples, ruz 


with Patience the Race fet before you, looking (elpecial- 


Heb. r2.15 
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ly) unto Fe[us the Author and Fimifher of your Faith, who 
for the Foy fet before him, endured the Crofs, de[pifing the 
hame, and ts [et down at the right hand of God. For, con- 
fider him that indured [uch contradiction of {inners 
againft himfelf, left you be medried and faint in your 

mind. <euig 
“Gari 
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~ How they will indeavonr to puff hive wp with a Spiritual ie 
- — Pride. A defcription of one of ‘our conceited Believer:, : 
And alfo of acertaiz Artificial Religion which deceives 
Many. ; - 52 a he 
. N D: now if they fee thae your Will to him is fo 
ftrongly fet, and your Heart touched fo. power- 
-. fally with his love, that neither by Poverty nor Sick- 
nefs, by Fancies nor Fears, by Perfwafion nor Violence, 
no-nor by fins neicherit can be hindred fronmgoing to - 
him; they will gtow excream angry, and“you may ex- 
pect the very laft aflaule-of an inraged enemy, which 
commonly is worfe than all the reft. Nothing can 
more provoke their fpirics, then to find thar all chey 
fay is flighted and dif-regarded. ‘There are no words 
+ you can {peak of them that they efteem fo reviling, \as | 
the {corn you put upon them by not hearkning to any : 
oftheir words toyou. Ic will incenfe them to takea 
- fudden'revenge, when they fee you fo obftinately re- 
folved, as to force your way through the midft of all 
the difficulties wherewith they furround you. This 
will neceffirarce them to invent anew Method ro fur- 
prife you, and to lay their trains in a way quite diffe- 
rent from the preceding: which, though they may 
~ feem not hard to difcover, yet have more of Malice, 
_ if nocof Craft, thenany other. For now it is poffible 
- they will fain a compliance with you, and make as if 
they neither could, nor hada mind any longer to 1e- — 
fit you. They will commend your conftancy, and 
praife your refoluce mind, andindeavour to make you 
piaas Cc 3 believe 


The Parable of the Pilgrim, = < | 
believe that they are fo fenfible of it, that chey will — 
forbear to trouble you. Nay, tofuch 2 complaifarice 
willthey form themfelves, that you fhall hearno more — 
of the badnefs and difficulty of the way wherein yer | 
ares but they will fay, itis excellent, eafie and void of — 
all dangers, which are now difheartned from prefent- 

ing themfelves to a mind that is only refolved to over- 
come them, By this means they will fecretly labour 
to caufe a very good opinion of your felf to fteal into 
your mind, and ftady to blow you up into an empty 
conceit of your own worth and fufficiency. They will 
bring before you all the good deeds that you have 
done, and difplay your Victories before your eyes, and 
let you know what a gallant perfon you are accounted. 
They will tell you how all men admire you; thatthe 
whole world muft needs love you and have you in 
great efteem for your piety ; yea, even venerate the 
fandtity of your Converfation. . They will not fpaie to 
fay that you have fhown fuch love to Fefws as none can 
equal, and efpectully that your courage and valour is | 
fo eminent chat itis above their praifes. And all this 
with a great ceal more they will fuggeft unto you, 
only to breed in you as lofty an efteem of your piety 
as they perfwade you others muft needs have of it; 
andto puffyouup with fuch avain joy, that you may 
pleafe your {elf in your felf, and forger tc go forward 
to Ferufalem. But if you tender at all your own well- 
fare and would not mifcarty after you have done fo 
worthily, bold all this for an illmfion, anda dangerous 
pce of flattery. Look upon it as a deadly poifon 
uncer the eaft of hony, and fo throw it way, faying, 
I will have none of it: [| am NOUGHT, J Hays 
noucuts Do not think to pleafe me with this, dif- 
fembled fweetnefs, for thac which Idefire is nothing © 
- fhore 
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_ And here I fhould have entred.a ferious ‘caution 
againft Spirituall Pride and a vain conceit of your own 


- abilities, with which moft of the world is infected ; 
_ but char is included already in the génerall advice that 


I have given you: and befides 1 fee youare fo bumble 


as tobecome a learner, It may feem indeed a thing 
worthy of little or no. praife for chofe who are Igno- 


rant to come to be inftructed s butthere are few [ 


affure you of our contentious Chriftians though never » 


fo filly who are yet arrived at this perfection. They 
think themfelves fic not only todifpute with their Mi- 
nifter, but to be his Teachers. They are his Matters 
rather then his Schollers: and they do not only call 
him in queftion, but boldly deliver their opinion of 


him, Ifthey had fo much modefty and fenfe of Chri- 
ftian duty left,as to bring their doubts unto him about 


what he fayes, it could not bur be efteemed a com- 
mendable care of their fouls. Bur alas ! they are 
grown to that degree of infolence, and are fo mon- 


-ftroufly arrogant, that they have poffefied themfelves 


of the chair, and ficas Judges of his Sermons. What 
elfe means the rebukes which they meet withall, the 
hafty cenfures which are pafled upon them, and the 
Magifteriall fentence which is inftantly pronounced 


with fuch a peremprorinefs, as if there lay no appeal 


from the Bar of their underftanding> It hath been 


my hard hap to converfe with many of them;:and 
among the reft I fell into the company. of one the 
other day, who fpake of his Guide with fych a fcorn, 


and condemned his Sermons with fo much confidence, - 


and laught fo loudly at his Ignorance, and likewife 


cavilled. 
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hott of rug Peace which is promifed to me at 
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cavilled fo impértinently ‘at his expreffiens when he — 
had nothing to fay againft the fenie of what he had 
fpoken, that a well difpofed man (thengh a little 
fierce) faid, he had*fome doubt whether the Devil did — 
not appear unto us to try if be could infe@ us with 
theleprofie of his Pride and Paflion. And indeed I - 
thought that [never faw thofe things more evident in 
any man, except it was in another of the fame fort who 
came tocheat us (as ancighbour of mine faid) in the 
fhape of an Angel of Light. This Perfon after a great 
many godly expreffions, whereby it is likehe deceived” 
himfelf into an opinion of his Saintfbip, fellintoa kind 
of Chriftian compaffion, and feemed to have his 
Bowels yerning over his Teacher; faying, Alas poor 


man! my foul is grieved for him: He is fo weak and 


unqualified for the work he hath undertaken, He is 
utterly void of the Spirit, and underftands not the 
workings of it inthe hearts or Gods people. I.can 
never think of him butit pitties me to fee how much. 
he isin the dark: a ftranger to the power of Godli- 
nefs, and the myfteries Ba Gaeea: Grace. 
Poor Soul ! who puts us upon doing Cand they fay is 
careful of that himfelf) bar knows not what itis to — 
believe. Isitnotagteat happinefs Sir that we ee 


the ceachings of the Spirit; and that the vailis taken ~ 


from oureyes which ftill hangs before the menof the » 
Woild?e Hath noc Chrift done much for us, who hath - 
madeus wifer chan our Teachers 7 —— ee Oe 


I could not for my heart but here’ interropt him 
(knowing that the perfon whom he thus undervalued © 
was atrudlover of ourSaviour, and excellently skill’d 
in his Religion) or eife I think we fhould have heard 
as much in his own praife, as we had in the others dif- ~ 
come: 


ved 


~ 


Fi 
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_ commendation. Butthe truth is, I never heard any 
thing fo fulfome fromthe mouth of mans and found 
~ my {elf far more impatient of fuch filchy ftuff, than he 
could be of the Sermons at which he exprefled fo great 
 diflike, And, to fay nothing at allof the man, I can- 
- not but think that this Spirit is the very Firft-born of 
_. the Devil, the eldeft of all the Daughters of Pride, the 
Prince of Darknefsin the garments of Light, the dregs 
— of Chriffian Pharifaifm which now as much defpifes 
Chrifts Minifters , as the Jewifh did Chrift and his 
Apoftles. God I hope will never-fuffer you to fuck in 
this poifon of the Serpent, -nor lick up this vomit of 
the old Scribes. and Pharifees. [ difcern me-thinks 
. that-you are as far from it, as they were from the 
Kingdom of Heaven, or elfe I fhould beftow more 
‘time upon youto feafon you againft this leaven, which 
will fowre the whole lump of your Religion, and ren- 


_ der it as offenfive to God as it felf is to all fober Chri- 


-ftians. But I need not have faid fo much: I muft 
- fappofe youas empty of all hnmanity as this difpofition 

is of Chriftianity, as far from Reafon as it is from the 
- Spirit of God, or elfe hope that this Spiritual Pride, 

this devout Devil fhall never poflefsyou. For what 
4s it bue madnefs (even in the opinion of chofe men ) 
for one that was never bred in the myfteries of thac 


profeffion, to come into an Apothecaries fhop, and: 


there 10 condemn all his Diugs and Medicines for rot- 
ten and corrupt, to {pit upon his compofitions, and 
-offer,to throw them all out of doors, as fit to be min- 
-gled withthe dirt? And yet there is not more fenfe 
inthe humour of thofe.perfons that ufe the Sermons 
they hear afcer that fafhion : which evidently proves. 
that they deferve not the name of Sober, much lefs of 


wife and underftanding Chriftians. Though the 
a ae Dd matter 
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| oriattee of fach difcourfes have been long confidered, | 


and duly weighed, and diligently compofed out of the 


3 Word of God; yet thefe men who do not ponder 


them fo many Minutes as their Inftructers do dayes, 
and haveno more skill in thofe matters, then in their 
neighbours trades which they never profefled , reject 
them at firft hearing, befpatter them with their igno- 
rant cenfares, and (as if they were in a frantick fir) 
caft them out, as they would fain do their Authors, 


like unfavoury fale that is good for nothing but to be 


trodden under feet. pis ihe 
Tt will feema wonder perhaps unto you, that fach 
men as thefe fhould efteem themfelves Religious, How 


"js it poffible, will you be readv to fay, that fuchano- 


torious want of Modefty and Humility of Spirie © 
fhould not make them fufpe& their wane of true 
Chriftianity ? I know indeed that nothing is more — 
confident then ignorant heat, but J marvel that in | 
their cool moods, they do not accufe themfelves at 
leaft of rafhnefs.and inconfiderate zeal> And truly I 
fhould ftand amazed at it too, did I not know that 
there is fuch a fair counterfeit of Religion in the — 
World, that not.only deceives others, but thofe alfo 


_ inwhomitis. You behold every.day many Images 


which have all the outward parts and proportions of — 


mento whofe fimilicude they are exaétly formed. And | 


perhaps you have heard of a Statue that walked and — 
that {poke alfo, wherein the Artift indeavoured to. 
exprefs the motions of inward life. Which may — 
ferve asarefemblance to you of fuch an Artificial Re- 
ligion, that not only the outfide and the garb of Piety 


__is reprefented by it, but there is an imitation alfo of . 


the inward motions of the foul in fuch affegtions of 


‘ fear, 


fear, and Jove,and joy, asareintruly Religious hearts. 
‘Do not think it ftrange, nor.wonder at this which I now 
tell you, for it is a very great truch which I thought 
not {afe to conceal from you, And if you will have fo 
much patience, I will difcover to you the trick of it, 
and fhow_you by what mechanical powers this livelefs 
Engine (for itisno better) is ftirred and aGed in the 


wayes of God. : 


You know the force that Colours, and Sounds, and 
other fuch material Objects have upon our fenfes ; and 
how they excite a great many motions in our animal 
{pirits, without asking ourleave, or ftaying for ous 
confent, You cannot be ignorant neither that thefe 
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motions arein the foul it felf, which hath refentments . 


according to the quality cf thofe objects that it is im- 


prefled withall, And again you cannot but perceive - 


by my difcourfe with you, that the figures and images 
of things may be raifedin your fancy by thac means, 
as well as conveighed bythe doors of fenfe. Suppofe 
then that the beauty. and lovelinefs of Chrift were de- 
{cribed to acompany of men in very freth colours and 
fair lineaments: That he was painted before their 
imagination by fome {weet ton’d Orator as white and 
ruddy, the chiefeft of ten thonfand. “That this {peech 
ofhim fhould be trim’d with nothing but gems and 
precious ftones, rayes and glories, odéts and perfumes, 
crowns and diadems wherewith he faith this Prince of 
Glory, and Woer of Soulsis perpetually adorned. And 
then he fhouldtell them that his heart ftands open to 
them, that he intends tolay them in his very bofome, 
that be would fainembrace them in his arms, and will 
“wafhthem inhis blood; make them amiable and fair as 
‘wellas himfelf, put upon them the robes of his righte- 
| Fite d 2 oufnefs, 


you have fometimes heard the Jike) would it not as 
agreeably move the imagination ofa ficthly man, and 
be as apt to touch his heart with an inclination to this 
beautiful perfon; as a lovely face prefented before the | 
eyes doth give hima pleafure, and ftirsup a paffion in 

him toward it? Truly I nothing doubt but this picture 
of Chrift might imprefs fuch a conceit of him in the 
fancy, as might excite admiration, defire, love, delight, 
and {uch other paflions as fhall be the imitation of — 
thofe that are in pious fouls who are in love with the 
Vertues and Spirit of our Saviour, He may not at 
all fufpect but that he bears an affection to the Lord 
Jefus, and in great zeal anathematize and curfe all 
thofe who are not juft affected like himfelf. He will 
condemn as muchas your felf all thofe dull and grofs 
fouls who are imployed in fetting the poftures of the’ 
face, and amufing the world with countenances. He 
lapghs at them who are bufied in ordering the moti- 
ons of the head, and bending the eyes to devotion. He 
is far above thefe actions of the body, and feeling his 
- foul inadevout pofture, and roucht with Religious 


paffions, he knows no reafon why he fhould not think ae 


himfelf to be worthy to 


fel wear the name: of devout and 
Religious. nh a: 


And when thefe apprehenfions and emotions (as we 
call chem) are once begotten, it is no hard matter to 
maintain and breed them up toa greater growth, They 
may be fed perpetually with new objects that yield 
| | afrefh . 


eee ia aha 3 be Parable o t he = ileri gl ; ee : 
—afrefh delight, The defcription of Ferufalem may be 
made fo fullof pleafure, that an earthly man may be 
ravifhed therewith. And he hearing alfo cereain figns 
and marks given of thofe who are {aid to have an in- 
tereft in Chrift, and fhall be Heirs of Perufalenss it is 
very eafie to conceive how fucha man may fet himfelf 
a work, firft to imprint his Fancy with fuch Chara@ers, 
and then to form his paffions to fome expreffion and 
Apith imitation of them. Fancy,you know,hatha great 
command over all the paflions, and being acquainted 
“very well sith the way to them, and the manner of 
awakening them, can call them forth upon this_occa- 
fion as eafily as upon any other. Ie can make them as 
bufie when thefe divine matters prefent chemfelves, as 
when fenfible obje@s knock at our doors, and demand 
to be admitted to ourconverfe. There are nonames 
of dearnefs which menof this ftamp cannot beftow 
upon Fefus. They can {peak of him with an high 
pleafure: and pray in a pathetick ftyle, and not with- 
out devouttran{porr. They finda Love to this kind 


~ . of Communion with him. They can rejoyce to think 


of his fulnefs and fufficiency, They can be aftonifhed 
at the freenefs of his Grace. They can mourn for 
their fins, and then call themfelves bleffed for fo do- 
ing. Nay,more than this, they can excite the paffion 
of gratitude in their hearts: and if they hear wichall 
thac they muft be regenerate and born again, they 
can follow the Fancy of thacfolong, till chey think 
thatthey feel the throws and pangs of the new birth, 
achange wrought in their fouls, and all the reft, in the 
method and order wherein they had ic defcribed to 
them. _ They will firft be caft down in great humilia- 
tions. They will complain of the naughtinefs of their 
hearts, and the corruptions of theif nacures. They 

ee d 3 will 
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will loathe and abhor themfelves as abomi | 
tures. They will difclaim all their own righteoufnefs 
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bominable crea- 


and ftrength, and think of bringing theirheartstothe . 


Promife, And if they have heard any betrer language 
to expre(s this work, they will bring themfelvesto an 
imitation of all that is contained in that alfo. They 
will labour co deteft their former courfes, and to make 
a choice of anew life. They will ftrainrhemfelves to 
{pit upon their fins, and to caft a {mile upon the wayes 
of Vertue. They will at leaft offer themfelves to 
Chrift to be formed a new, and pray him ro make them 
fuch as he pleafes. 


Thus is one of the Religious Puppets of the world pro- 
duced. This is the beginning and progrefs of thae 
piece of work, which a good man now at Ferufalem 
was wont tocalla Mechanical Religion. And if you 
doubt at all whether or no there be fuch an Artificial 
Device as this, which-paffes for Piety, do but call to 
mind one thing which you cannot but know if you 
have been a perfon of any cbfervation, and you fhall 
beconvinced of it. Therearifes, you fee, very often 
new modes and fafhions of Religion amongus. The 
old wayes are much decryed, and the laft invention is 
voted to be altogether Divine. Now if one of thefe 
perfons whom I have fpoken of fhall chance to fall in- 
to the acquaintance of a Sect, that is much different 
from che prefent which he hath long followed,you thall 
fee him eafily (hift his form, and {peedily turn into anos 
ther fhape. He can foon quit the way wherein he was, 
and become religious after the manner ‘of this novel 
plat-form. All the old figns and marks of Regenera- 
tion fhall ftand for nothing, and now he diftin guifhes 
him(elf from the.men of the world by other Chara- 
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by the power of imagination, and as external obje@s 
fhall ftrongly imprefs themfelves: that he hath no in- 
ternal life, but is carried by the impulfe of forein 


‘things, which change his motions at their pleafure. 


De 205 
_ Gers. Which is an evident token that he is moved 


He feems.to himfelf to bealive, and tobe nolefs chan | 


divinely acteds but alas! he is only a walking Ghoft, 
as appears in this too plainly: That like thofe Images 
of living Bodies, he can alrer himfelf fo quickly, and 
de moulded into another figure. Such a fhadow ofa 
Chriftian, perhaps, was he that hath been the occafion 
of all this difcourfe: whom weare not to think to have 


~ aninward life becaufe of the noife and buftle that he 


made, and the confidence wherewith he {pake; for 


thefe do but ftill render him more. like thofe Ghofts ,. 


who have a greater boldnefs, and caufe many times 
more ftir, chan they thagare really alive, 


That we may be fure therefore chat you area living 
man, you muft expofe your felf toour touch, and de- 


monftrate it to the fenfe of feeling. You muft fay as 


our Saviour did. when his Difciples took him for an 
Apparition, come near and handle me, and you {hall 


fee that Idonot cheat you, Let thofe that approach 


you perceive that Chrift liveth in you, and fbew forth 
your works out of a good conver[ation, axd that i meck- 
nefs of wifdom. {meanin plain words, that it muftap- 
pear to the world, that you are a fubftantial Chriftian 


- by.all the aéts of an Holy Life. Youmoft make them 
~ fenfible of your exact Juftice, your unfeigned Charity, 


your Self-denyal; your Patience, your Peaceablene's, 
and above all, your Meeknefs, Humility and Modefty 


-of Spirit: that ifthey had amind they may not have 


the faceto fay, youhave but the femblance and Apifh 


imitation . 


2, 


- jmiracion of Piety, Andco fay the truth, thereis no> 
thing will certainly evince it to your felf, but only this, 
that you feelin your heart a conftant, powerful, and 
prevailing inclination to all good works. Hereby we 
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+ know that we dwell in him, aud he in.w, becaufe be hath 


given ws of his Spirit. If we know that he ws righteous, we 
know that every one that goth Rightcou[ne/s is born of 
him. Let no man deceive you, be that doth Righteou{nefs. 
is righteous, even.as he w righteous, He that comm:tteth 
fin ws of the Devil. Whofoewer is born of God, doth not 
commit fin, for his [eed remaineth in him, and he cannet 
fin, becanfe he w bora of God. In thisthe Children of 
God are manifeft, and the children of the Devil; whofo- 
ever doth not Righteow[ne(s zs not of God, neither he that 
loverh not bis Brother.” And indeed by thisone mark 
jaft named, you fhall dece@ the Artifice of thofe feem- 
ing people: who notwithftanding all their fair {peeches 
whereby they. deceive the hearts of the fimple, are ne- 
ver found to havea trueand hearty Love tothofe thac-. 
follow not the Sect which they have embraced, Iris 
~ agreat while ago fince a very eminent perfon old the 
world, that he noted but two fmall wants in that fore 
of men, viz, OF Knowledge and of Love. He might have 
bated them’one of the two, and yet their condition 
had been bad enough: though, if he had lived till 
now, he would have feen their Poverty increafed, and 
that they want Humility as much as either of the other. 
They are indeed but fmall wants in their accouac 
_(efpecially the two laft of the chree) and they can be 
very well content withoutthem, if God will be fo too. 
They efteem themfelves Rich enough in other invifible 
treafures ; nay, they have one Jewel of fuch inefti- 
mable value (viz, their Faish) that it will compenfate - 
for a thoufand wants. that are no greater than thefe. 
But 
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Bat either I have loft all my labour, or elfe I have 
made you fenfible that there is nothing more imports 
you, than to fee that you be.not deficient in thefe 
two, Charityand Hamility. 1 may fafely, I fuppofe, 
refer you to your own memory for to be fatisfied in 
their neceffity ; and fo only fay this concerning the 
former of them: That all your Fatth is worth no- 
thing, which worketh not by Lowe; and that he is a 
.. Lyer, who faith he Loveth God, and loveth not his 
Brother alfo. | . 


That you may fecure your felf therefore the better 
from this, and all other illufions, what other counfel 


fhould I give you, than to ponder that fentence much- 


which I wifht you to carry along with you, and to let 
_ your thoughts run as lirtle as may be upon any otlier 
thing, fave Jefus only and Ferufalem ¢ Draw your 
mind from the things which you fee in this outward 
world, and make it to retire within unto your felf; 
that there you may talk with fe/us, and behold Fern- 
’ falem, and fee that Glory where he is. Which when 
you have practifed a competent time, as every thing 
will be unwelcome and painfull to you, which is nor 
related tothem: So you will entertain every thing as 
very acceptable, which brings you into their familia- 
sity. Notas if I would*have you to neglect any bufi- 
nels co which you are obliged in the world ; for what- 
‘foever it be which either Neceffity or Charity re- 
quires, whether it be for your felf, friends, or Chri- 
ftian Brethren, I muft charge youto apply your felf to 
_ thedoing of it with all care and exactne(s. F-e/us is 
not out of your eye (as I fhalltell you further) when 
you are fo imployed for this is che thing by which he 
was known above all other, that he went about doing 
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good, But ifit be a bulinefs of nonece 
one wherein your particular perfon isnot concerned , 

and your neighbour challenges not your afliftance, lec 

it alone, and trouble not your thoughts aboutit, And 

ifit offer it felt to you, and prefs upon you, and would 

make you a medier in other mens matters (as -moft of 
our vain Believers are) tell it, you have fomething elfe- 
to do,and repeat ftill thofe words, 1 HAVE NOUGHT» 

AND NOUGHT DO ] DESIRE BUT TO BE IN 

PEACE WITH Jesus AT JERUSALEM 


C'a PX XI 


Of the indeavours of his Enemies to keep him from doing 
oed to his Brethren, under a pretence of Love to God. 
And of the Excellency of that Brotherly Charity. 


ND here it feems very feafonableto remember 
Aga of another common fubtilty whereby your 
Adverfaries will ftudy to deceive you, and put a great 
ftop to your progrefs in the way you are about to en- 
ter, Whichis, to detain you inthe amufements of 
contemplation, and to bufie your head only with Me- 
ditations and Conferences with Jefws. They know 
that this will keep you too miuch at home, as well as 
any thing elfe, andchat'you will travel in your mind 
and thoughts only, but not with your whole man to 
Jernfalem, And therefore they will labour to per- 
{wade you of this at leaft, that there is not half fo 
much Piety can be exercifed abroad as in your Clofet, 
and that the good we do our Brethren, is nothing 
comparable to the Meditations we have of God and. 


This. 


fity, or ific be 


‘This will very much hinder your proficiency, and put 


agreater rub cham you imagine in your way, if you 


-lend any belief unto it. It will keep you very much 
behind, under the pretence and colour of putting you 
forward, and it will deprefs and thruft you down be- 

low others, while you feem to be mounting up on 
high, and foaring toa pitch far above them. For 
your Enemies. underftand very well, that God ac- 
counts allthat as done to himfelf, which is done to 
your Brethren for his fake. He hath made over all 
thofe benefits to chem which are owing to him, becanfe 
heisinno need of then. They are become his Re- 
ceivers, and he hath devolved the right which he hath 
to our returns of Love to him, upon our Brethren, Be 
not you ignorant of this then, but underftand ic as 
wellas your Enemies, that you never ferve God ber- 


ter, nor fo well neither, as when you are doing any | 


fervice to your poor Neighbours, ‘You are bound, 
you think, toexprefs {uch Love to God, as he hath ex- 
prefled toyou. Only you*find that he is not capable 
to receive fuch effets of it, as you experiment in 
your felf from his affeGions to-you, But’ will you 
imagine now, that he will Jofe the right he hath to 
your thankful! retributions, becaufe he is in want of no- 
thing? No fuch matter; he ineh deputed’ chofe who 


are in need to receive from us that which is cue to 


him, and imploy it to theirown ufes. He hath com- 
municated (as 1 may fay) all his claim to them, and 
“bids them-demand in bis Name that which we cannot 
give, much lefs forgive tohim, So thaz youexercife 
Juttice end:Charity both together, when you do good 
to your Neighbour ; andchere isa double Charity. in 
italfo; oné-to Him, andanother tothem. They have 


good done them upon his account, and he takes it fo 
Mi Be 2 much 
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ligation, and binds himfelfto pay us again, 


Nay, let me tell you, that there is nothing ia all the 


world can render you fo divine and heavenly as to do 


much good. This puts usin the place of God to our 
pocr Brethren to whom he fends relief and help by 
. ourhands. Is not this a very high honour? And is 
not that a very noble quality which fo differences us 


from allothers , that it makes us like tothe Molt 


Highe The Mechanical Chriftian will here find 
himfelf to be dead and void of God, it being nothing 
but a Spirit of Life, and chat very Divine too, which 
will carry us out of our felves, and fill us with perpe- 
_ tual ardors of Love to others, and inftigate us to be 
doing of good toall. This is the very Character of 

the Deity, for God i Love, and he that loveth, dwel- 

leth in God, and God in him. And therefore if you 

covet to excel all others, ftady to be indued wich 

the moft profitable Gifts , as the great Apoftle advi- 

feth: and yet, faith he, J fhew you mere excellent 

way, and that is Charity. For this caufes us to 

make ufe of all thofe Gifts for the benefit of Man- 

kind. This is the rareft way of excelling others, 

becaufe ic makes us excell our felves, and likens 

us.to God. The Angels, you know, had the am- 
bition of being like to God in Power and Majefty , 

afpiring, as is conceived, to the Throne of the Mott 
High. Our firft Parents were foon infe&ed with the 

like vanity, and they rubbed their Leprofie upon 

them, for they affected to refemble God in wifdom 

and knowledge. But by this means you know that both 

of them loft what they enjoyed, inftead of adding 

“more unto it, .What muft we do then who fee their 
falls 


much as done to himfelf that he acknowledges an ob- 
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falls > muft we be content not to be like to our Crea- 
tor > Not fo neither, but we mult indeavour to imirate 
him in Love and Goodnefs, in which there is no dan- 
ger. This admits of noexcefs (as wife men obferve) but 
only of error, , We cannot love too much, though we 
may be imprudene in the communications of ir. 
‘Though Angels and Men fuffeied fo much by the 


defire of orher things in excefs, yet in Charity there 


can be none, nor fhall either of them fuffer any 
damage by at. And therefore it was that God fent his 
Son Jefus into the world, that by looking on him, we 
may know howto become Divine. All his a@s of 
power were acts of Love. All his Miracles were 
Mercies tomen. He never imployed his Mighe but 
to do benefits. To teach us that they are truly great 
who are little in them{elves {as he was) and great in Cha- 
rity. That they are indued with moft power who can do 
moft good: and that they are neareft to God, and moft 
highly exalted, whe are neareft to their neighbours, and 
moft deeply humbled, You know that if a Circle be 
made, and you draw lines from the circumference to 
the middle point or Center where they all meer; the 
further thefe lines are inany place one from the other, 
the farther they are from the Centers and the nearer 
they come tothat, the nearer alfo, and theclofer their 
approaches aretoeachother. This may be a refem- 
blance, if you pleafe, of our condition here in this 
World, where we are all in our way to God the Center 
of our Reft, and travelling to Ferufalem, where we 
hopeto meet inhim, We are defirous now to draw 
as nigh tohim aswe can, and many fancy that their 


mufings, meditations and prayers, are the chiefeft, if . 


not the only things that bring them near unto him, 
Butas I havetold you heretofore, fo let me now repeat 
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itagain, That God and our Brethren are fo infeparable, 
that we cannortouch the one, but we muft be joyned- 
tothe otheralfo. The furcher any of us is removed 
from bis neighbour (as you fee in that fimilitude) at 
the greater diftance he is from God, He cannot go 
away from theformer, buthegoes away in the fame 
proportions from the latter too, And the nearer and 
clofer he is joynedin the affeGtion of Charity to his 
neighbour, the nearer heis unto God, the more doth 
he approach to his excellencies, and to an union with 
him. -If you will be a follower of God then as a dear 
child of his, Walk in Love. Youcannot chufe fure to 
dootherwile when you have fo glorious a pattern be- 
fore you, It isan honourable thing now you fee to 
love, fince God himfelf is become a Lover. You may 
have imagined perhaps that fome offices of Charity are 
-ignoble, and difparage a perfon of honour: As moft 
men of condition think it below them to go into a 
poor mans honfe, to come near the ftinking wounds, 
and the dirry beds of the meaner fort: and there are 
very few who do not.account it a {neaking quality to _ 
put up injuries, and pafs by affronts. But you cannot 
be of this mind if youlook upon God, who by loving 
us hath alfo taught us how honourable and glorious all 
thefe things are, They are not below us, fince they 
are not below hinifelf. Thereis no man fo much our 
inferiour, as we are all beneath Him. ‘And yer he — 
condeicendedtothem, He comes and dwellsin this 
petifhing Meth of ours. He defpifes not our poor cot- — * 
tages: he drefles our wounds: he takes care of our 
fores: he heals qur fickneffes: he paffes by cur cranf- 
ereflions; yea, he prayes us to be friends, and intreats - 
usto be reconciled - And thatis a thing which men 
think to be-fo poor and mean, that no great {pirit can 
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indure to fubmit untoit.. To go to others who have 
offended us,and befeech them to lay afide their camiry, 


is thought to favour of bafenefs, and to be an argument 
ofa low and cowardly mind. But-God will give us 


leave to think fo no longer. He hath thown us that — 


in isthe effect of a moft generous and noble difpofiti- 
on, and fo far from being a blemifh to us,that we fhould 
glory init to be the firft in making peace, and offering 
terms of reconciliation. Others may think to give 
proofs of their galiancry by ftanding in defiance to all 
thofe who will nor fubmit themfelves, and lye at their 
feet; yea by trampling on them who fhall in rhe leaft 
offend them: but God reaches us by his own example 
that there is no greater height of mind, then in Humi- 
lity and Meckneis to condefcend to others, yeatolay 


our felves ac their feet, and beg of them for the fake of — 


the Lord of Peace, that they will be the childten of 
Peace, This is to become the fons of the moft High, 
and Heirs of the greateft Glory, : 


And now let meask you for what end would you | 


{hut up your felf in your Clofer,or make a Cell of your 
houfe 2 Is itmot that you may improve your felf in the 
knowledge of Gods and do you not hope there to 
converfe more with Heaven’ you need not then be 
put tothe trouble of this confinement, for I affure you 

notbing will fo much promote your end as Love of 
yourneighbour. This will make you feel what God 
is, andgive you the cleareftand ftrongeft fenfe of him. 
~ And the larger and wider your Charity grows, the 


more able will you be to conceive the vaftnefs of Gods. 


Love, andthe lefs doubt you will have of his Univer- 
fal good will. It will difpofe you alfo more than any 
thing elfe co believe the Gofpel, and will win your 
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affent to thofe reports which feem moft incredible, 
Whenyoufind in your felf fuch agreatlove to others, — 


it will be eafier for you to conclude that God might 


love us fo much as to fend his only Son into the world, 

and give him alfo to dye for us finners. And if there 
be any thing of greater force then other to bring you 
acquainted with the joy and peace of Fern{alem, and 
to make difcoveries beforehand of it, this muft be thac 
happy Spy. For they confift very much in the dear 
love and friendfhip which there is between all the in- 
habitants of that blefled place. But thefe things | will 
leave to your own thoughts, and only pray you to im- 
ploy yourmind in all your fecret retirements fo much 
in thefe medications,: that you may iffue forth from | 


“thence very full of God, andasaman infpired to do 


much good. For this active devotion is chat which 
Godloves, Hewil impart more of his bleffings to 
you, if you open your hands in doing benefits to 


_ others, then if you fhould life them up all day in 


prayers to Heaven. He refufes nothing to the ftirring 
and diligent fouls, whom love and good-will have fet 
inmotion, He delights to give to thofe who imploy 
his Grace. It is a pleafure to him to blefs thofe who 

go forth to meet his favours,and do not expe@ them in 
theirChambers. But weneverimploy his Grace bet- 
ter then when we imitate the effufions of it Upon us in 


our kindnefs and benignity to o:hers. And -weare 


then when they 
are blefling of him for the good that 


we have broughe 
- unto them. 


I know you will be ready to fay hereafter, that you 
can cefigna great deal more, than you doubt you hall 


ever do. That the Ida@a you have of this Noble 
quality 
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quality is very high; but you are affraid it is above 
yourreach. And therefore I pray you before-hand 
that you would nor trouble your felf with fuch— 
thoughts, but only remember thefetwo things. Thac 
when you have done all the good that ever you can, 
that will difpofe you ftill to do more: ‘and in the 
mean feafon you are to take care of this, to. rejoyce 
heartily that chere are others inthe World who can 
do more good then you, If we were once arrived ac 
this noble difpofition of rejoycing in the good of 
others, either in that which they enjoy, or thac which 
they cando, we fhould be fo far from wanting Cha- 
rity, thac we thould equal our felves with the moft 
excellent and blefied natures. As we fhould have 
no caufe to complain that we are not in the fame 
throne with Princes, nor to envy the learning of thofe - 
who fitin the Chairs of Wildom: fo we fhould not 
come behind the devotion of the greareft Saints, nor . 
be much inferiour to che Angels, who think it no {mall 
part of cheir.appinefs that they can rejoyce in God, 
and in all che marks of his goodnefs wherefoever they 
can difcern them. Are we lefs happy becaufe our Wit 
__ is not fo ftrong, our revenues not fo large,’ our ftation: 
notfo high, and fo our power to oblige others not fo - 
greatas thofe of many of our neighbours? No fuch- 
thing, but we fhall rather be the more happy, if inthe 
midft of alow condition, and in a meaner rank, we can 
keep our felves from the ruft and canker of envy,which 
is wont to.grow fooneft in fuch places as are low and 
damp. He hath raifed himfelt toa very high pitch, 
whofe foul farmounts all difcouragements,and rejoy Ces 
inthe Univerfal good of mankind by whomfoever it 
is procured. Hereby we fhall make the happinefs of 


every perfon that is above us tobe ourown., For how 
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— 4s he more Happy then I who gets a victory, if F-tri- 
~umph in it as. muchas himfelf 2? Wherein is he Supe- 
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riour to me whofe riches increafe, if | be not only con- 
tented therewith, but much better pleafedin bis pro- 
{perous eftate then I was before he enjoy’dit? Nay, 
ifit make me well, to fee him in healch, and refrefh 
my fpiric, to fee him merry, and really render me bet- 
rer to behold his progrefs inwifdom and vettue; then 
[have the benefit of all thefe, and they become mine 
as much as hisin whom they are, “And can you con- 


- trivea bercer way than this tomake your foul the re- 


fore of all pleafures; the very Center wherein the 
happinefs of the whole world fhall meet, the Ran- 
devouz Cif you will give leave to that word ) of all 
thofe joyes which are {catered every where among 
Gods creatures? It is not poflible for you to doit: nor 
js there any delight fo noble and fublime, fo pure and 
refined as this, that with fo much eafe you may enjoy. 
Iris the very extract of all other pleafures; it is rhe 
Effence and Spiric of them without the groffer parts, 
which are wontto detain half of the pleafure "from us, 


Though other pleafures make more noife , yet this 
_ gives greater contentment. They make a louder 


found, but the commendation of this isits filence and’. 
quiet. The world takes more notice ofothers, bue 
the very fecrecy of this joy increafes its fweernels, 
and vapours not out the purity thereof. Orher in- 
joyments may be greater in bulk, but this is more in 
value. They are obtained at a great charge, buc' 
this we injoy at other mens coft.. Thofe perlons have 
the labour and {wear together with cheir delight, and 
we have the pure pleafure, They work not for 
themfelves only, bue they muft do us fome fervice. 
thereby. We come in for a fhare of all their gettings, 
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and want nothing which they have, but only the coil 

and the pains, “And yet fo innocent is this pleafure , 
that while we enjoy all thac others do, we leave them 
all they had, and cake nothing awayfromthem. As 
the Bees fuck an invifible {weetnefs, which robs the 
Flowers of none of their beauties from whence they 
fetch-ic: So do we when we folace our felves in other 
-mens gocds; which are not impaired by our relifhes, 
nor made lefs by all the contentment we draw from 
_ them, Nay we oblige them by this means, and pay 
them largely forall thac wetake, [fc will be an ad- 
dition to their pleafures to know that others are 
pleafed wih them, It will be the beft part of their 
fatisfaction to underftand that you caft not anevil eye 
upon their enjoyments. Their happinefs would be 
imperfect, if you did not ‘think your felf happy too. 
_ They will owe as much to you asto their own acqui- 
fitions, and you equal your felf to them by not envying 


their {uperiority. | 
- ButT think it is time to concludethis difcourfe con- 
cerning the good you are to do your Brethren; and 
therefore I fhall only admonifh you of a thing which 
may be apt, if you have not confidered it, to trouble 
youin your way to ferufalems ; and fo pafs to other 
matters. After you have done all the good you can, 
you muft not think to have the pleafure of finding all 
thefe perfons grateful on whom you have’ beftowed 
your favours. ~You muft rejoyce in your own 'Ver- 
tue, without expecting that additional delight which 
reciprocal love would afford you. Such a good na- 
ture, I believe, aS yours, will make you fuppofe that 
you have received a favour, when one hath but done 
you juftice, and a ae will be infinitely ae 
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ple of any kindnefs, and think that it layes an everlaft- _ 
ing obligation of gratitude upon you. But do not 
‘imagine chat you fhall meet with much of chis inge- _ 
nuity inthe World: There are a far greater number 
of fuch a wicked difpofition, that they look even upon 
“kindnefles as their due, and will render you no more 
thanks forthem, then men commonly do for Juftice to 
whichevery body claims an equal right. Nay, you 
will meet with thofe who when they are highly 
obliged, do love to avoid the perfons that put thofe 
bondsupon them. They will not behave themfelves 
fo well as to take your kindnefies for their due, but 
carry it rather as if you had done them a fenfible 
wrong. And I with I could not fay that there are 
fuch ill natures who cannot indure fo much as tobe- 
hold thofe who have been their benefactors, but fhun 
them, as if they were theirdeadly enemies, But you 
will find, I fear, top many of thefe wretches, who think ~ 
when foever they fee you,that you upbraid them with all 
the good they have received from you. When you did. 
them benefits you laid chains uponthem, and the 
think. ic no crime to hace him that hath made them his 
Prifoners, They will heartily with you were dead, 
that fo they may be freed from their bonds which 
willdye and be buried in the fame grive together with — 
you. For they, meafuring other mens natures by 
their ownevil difpofition, which inclines them to. do 
good tonone, unlefs it be with a defign tomakethem _ 
flaves ; they could with never to fee thofe perfons, who 
they think, look upon themfelves as their Lords and 
Mafters, by having thus engaged them. Their cour- 
tefies are meer trafique, and they alwayes expe@ to 
gain more than they give: which makes them hate 
their benefactors, wholook they imagine for payment 
| oan o alfo 
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alfo far greater than they have a willtomake. “Nay, 
~ they had rather doa courtefie to thofe who never did 
gny thing for them, than be officious to thofe perfons 
who have fo mich obliged them. Juft like thofe 
wicked people, who had rather make a prefent to 
others, than pay what they owe to their Creditors. 
Which, to fay thetruth, as no more than the neceffa- _ 
ty confequence of that curfed principle I named be- 
fore, of trading with kindneffes, and putting them out 
to Ufe, that they may improve into greater, to be 
rendred back to them. I know very well there is no ~ 
vice more odious than this, or which lyes under great- 
er reproach even by ungrateful perfons them/elves ; 
but yet I affure you, it will be found chat there is none 
more common. And the mifchief of it is, thaticis ne- 
ver folikely to grow in bafe natures, as when they 
~ have been highly bound to you. The kinder you 
have been, the more ungrateful they are like to prove : 
like thofe, who having contraéted a vaft debt, and 
having alictle co pay,tun away with thame, and pay juft 
nothing acall. You muft do good therefore meerly - 
for the Love you bear to it felf; and though you de- 
fire no pryment buc only the pleafure of having it 
kindly refented, you muft be content fometimes to 
lofe thar fmall return, and reft fatisfied in what you 
have done, and in your pious difpofition to do the 
fame again, | ; 
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That aPilgrim muft fametimes recreate bimelf as well as 
other men. Of the plealure ef good Company. What 
cMén areto be more particularly avoided. of thé Fe- 


- flivals of the Church. How ufefal they maybe. And 


how much abufed, 


* & ND now [think it is time to remember you for | 
the prevention of all miftakes, that there never 
was any Pilgrim who could alwayes be exercifed in 
doing good to others, or in Prayer and Contempla- 
tion; bue he was forced toattend fometimes ro him- 
felf alone, and provide for the needs of his Body by 
the ufe of Meat, and Drink, and Sleep; wherein you 
muft not think to be unlikethem. Nay, there is a 
great need alfo.at certain feafons of innocent Recrea- 
tions, which Pélgrims muft not be fo morofe as utterly 
to deny themfelves ; for in truth there are none fo fit 
as they toenjoy them. And inall thefe things | would 
have you to ufe the beft difcretion that is in your 
power, avoiding, as you would the greateft danger 
that hath been mentioned, all foolifh ferupulofity 
aboutthem. Do not meafure your Drink, nor weigh 
‘your Meat, nor confine your Divertifements to a mi- 
nute, but enjoy them freely as the beft wifdom you 
have (hall ac that prefent dire you, refolving not to 
trouble your felf about any after accidents. For, 
though it is neceffary that we takea care to {pend our 
time well, and there is:nozhing of which we fhould be 
more frugal, yeticismot good to be over rigorous in. 
exacting an account ofour hours. We may run our 


felves 


felves thereby into infinite feruples, and bafie our 
thoughts about fuchendlefs niceties, that we may lofe 
much time while we are thinking how to fave it, and 
impoverith our felves by ftadying robe milerable good 
_ husbands, - Do not grudge therefore to thefe things 
a fair portion of your time, out of a fear chat. chey will 
be too great an hinderance to you; for though they 
_feem to ftay you fora while, they do very much far- 
ther you, and give you-ftrength to walk more chear- 
fully for along time after, Difcreet ftayes and refts 
make {peedy journeys, It is no turning out of your 
way, to divert your felf fometime ina pleafant Mea- 
dow, That is the neareft way to a place, which 


brings you fooneft thither, Andas the old faying is, 


foft and fair goes far, 


‘And indeed it is impoffible thatall the hours ofa 
mans life fhould be equally grave, The wings of the 
foul-cinnot be alwayes ftretchedyand itis idle co think 


its vigor fall rective no abarements, Let itafoar ne--- 


ver fo high, it will be forced to ftodp agains and by 
fitting ftill, and refrething it felf, be made more able 
for anew flight. Ofchis you muft, be well advifed, or 
elfe you will never get to Ferufalem. Ic is the counfel- 
of nature which mutt be followed, thar all who work, 
do take fome reft. The continvance of labour de- 
pends upon Moderationjand Nature alwayes threatens 
violence with an end. 1 grant that your defires may 
 beever pricking you forward, and that.they ‘may. be 
loath togive you a moments re{t.. But they will ftt- 
mulate you, even till they gall you, and it you tike 
not heed, will make you reft of neceffity, and nor out 
of choice. The belt courfer that-is may ran himfelf 


off his leggs. You may tyre and jade your felt by over- 
$0 long 
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Jong journeys. And though your mind be of fucha 


make, thatif it were alone, and had nothing to carry 


along with it, poffibly it might never be weary, but - 
would run continually: yet while ir is ingaged in 

the company of this terreftrial body, ic muft fir ftill 
and eafeit felf, if itbe bat forthe fake of its fellow- 
traveller, We are not yet divorced from fenfe, nor 


do we enjoy the liberty which we hope for at Ferufa- 


-lem. “We are far from the purity of fimple Beings , 
and whether we will or no, thall find our felves to be 
mixt with matter, which will not alwayes move. It 
will be a flugg do what we can: and if we will noe 
find it fome refrefhment, it will take fome of it felf,and 
more fometimes than we need to give it. It is betrer 
that ic (hould be at our difpofe, than atits own. It will 
be content with lefs, if we do nor deny it all, We 
fhall findic more obedient, if we do not by our rigour 
provoke.it to a plain rebellion, We fhall ufe greater 
Moderation, if by defrauding our felves of al] recrea- 
tions, we do not become fo impatient as to play the 
sluttons, when we take the liberty tq enjoy them, It 
is, no doubr, a true obfervation, Thar the ready way 
to make the minds of youth grow awry, is to lace 
them too hard, by denying them their ju@ freedom, 
When you rob the appetite of its lawful and innocent 
delight, ithath fucha defice to break this Prifon, thac 
it oft-times furioufly burfts forth into unlawful and 
forbidden pleafures, And therefore ufe a due care ar 
leaft in your firft fetting out, that you run not with 
too great aviolence. Donot make more hafte than 
good fpeed, as you will be apt to do when you begin 
your journey. Young Pilgrims are wont to be very 
forward, and to tye themfelves to fuch long ftages ; 
that they grow weary, and turn afide to fome more 
pleafing 
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 pleafing courfes. Afd itis well if they divert not to 
_ tuch as are loofe after too great {trictnefs. They are 
very happy if they leave not off their travel, by tra- 
velling too faft. The very beft that wecan exped, is 
that they fit down as men out of breath, and that they 
lofe more time in recovering of it, than they would 


= 


have done in feafonable refrefhmentc. 


Nay, fet me tell you, the oldeft traveller upon the 
Rode will find that he hath great ufe of them, and can- 
not give fo good anaccount of his time, unlefshe be- 
ftow alittle ofit upon them. Recreations are part of 
the needs of humane life, and though a man be never 
{o.well provided, he will be liable to this want, The 
moft vigorous minds will fometimes be weary, and call 
for quiet and eafe. The ftrongeft eyes will at laft 
grow weak, and defire tofhut themfelves. The life of 
the greateft Sages (as a wife manonce told me) # zor 
altogether ferrous, All their [ayings are not Sermons: nor 
is all they write either their laft Teflament, or the confef- 
fron of their Faith.. And therefore ftudy not how to 
~ Jive and ufe none, bac rather co ufe none but thofe 

which are good and worthy of aman. Think not to 
be employed fo as not toneed them, but take care thae 
under a pretence of need they do not become your em- 
ployment. Order the matter fo difcreetly that they 
may be as profitable as they are delightful. See thae 
they render you the hours back again which you have 
beftowed on them, For chere is nothing more cer- 
tainthan that we may gain time by dntermitting our la- 
hours, and vid the more ground by flanding [till a while. 


And becaufe the greateft part of a wife mans plea- 


fure confifts in good diverting company, let me here 
Gg : _ remember 
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remember you to provide that it be carefully chofen, - 
and that you do not lightly take men into your fami-- 
liarity. Excellent men you are rather to be converfant 
withall, than excellent Books. You may learn more of 
them than all your ftudy can teach you. You may at 
once give your foul arecreation, and your body a re-. - 
paft: You may divert your felt and others both to-_ 
gether, He who asks and enquires of his company, 
fhall both receive mach learning, and give much con. 
cent; efpecially when his queftions are addreffed to 
fuch whofe skill lyes in thac whereof he demands fa- 
tisfaction. For then. he offers them a fit occafion to 
pleafe themfelves in {peaking , and he gains much ~- 
knowledge himfelf by being poflefled of their concep- 
tions, And therefore it is moft advifable for you to - 

frequent the fociety of thofe who have more know- 
ledge than your felf. Though there are who affe& 
the company of ignorant perfons, that fo they may be 
taken for knowing men; yet they who are really 
knowing, feek for the wife, that fo they may know 
more, In the one you may be admired, but in the 
other you fhall be acquainted with things that are 
worthy of admiration. And, I befeech you, which is 
better, to learn wifdom from thofe who are wife, or 
to be accounted wife by thofe who are ignorant ? It is. 

a pittiful thing, in my judgement, to be thought wife 
when you arenot: and yet it is ftill more deplorable: 
when you pleafe your felfin being fo thought by thofe 
who indeed are very fools. .If you would win there- ~ 

- putation of Wifdom, let ic be with thofe who know 
whatitis. Buc you muft firft have it, before you have 
theirefteem; andthe firtt ftepto it, is to be fo wileas 
to know in what company ir is to be learnt, hs 
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But it is not my intention to make you a long dif- 
— courfeon this fubje@ ; and therefore { fhall not warn 
you of all thofe who are to be avoided, but only of 
one fort woo will more abufe your time, and alfo do 

you greater mifchief than any elfe befide that are noc ° 
openly wicked. They thacI mean area talkative ge- 
meration, who are ever chattering and babling as if 
they had obtained a Pattent for prating. People that 
are fo muchin company with others, thac they can 
never fiid leifure to keep any with themfelves, Who 
are a burden to themfelves when they are at home, 
and to their neighbours when they are abroad, Whofe 
minds are ftuft with nothing but News, of which they 
are fo full, chae they have no room for one wife 
thought tolodgethere. But above all others, I would 
have you mark and fhunacomplaining fort of people 
who are ever finding fault, and never can be pleafed. 
Their minds feed upon the fins or the harms of others, 
and they have alwayes fome News to make you fad, 
The fubjeG@ of their difcourfe moft commonly is, the 
evil of the dayes wherein they live. They alwayes 
praife chat which is paft, and difcommend that which 
is prefent. ‘The wife men of former dayes they are 
ever magnifying : and they will allow no body to be 
good, buc thofe who are dead, They feek for ex- 
amples of Piety inthe Adts znd Monuments of the 
Church, whichthey would not follow nor applaud if 
they were alive again. Nay, they have in great ad- 
miration all thatis done abroad, but are iil-aftected to 
allthat isdone at home. Nothing can be fo well ma- 
naged, but they will thew you fome errour in it: nor 
canthere be fo profound a peace, but they will fright 
you with fome thing that portends Wars, or other 
Calamities. They never look upon the Kingdom 
Gg 2 where 
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where they live, but they fee ir full of thetokens of _ 
Gods wrath. There is no {pot that can appear, but they 
make it a mark of the plagues of Heaven that are 
coming upon us. They have loft their tafte and 
judgement through the gall and bicternefs of their own 
heart. Their choler overflows fo much, that they 
have no fenfe or rellifh of any of Gods mercies, but 
cry out perpetually of woes and miferies. One would 
think by their talk, thae the tranquillity’ of their 
Countrey is a trouble to them, and rather than have no 
difturbance, they will begin it in themfelves, Nay; 
let things be in what pofture they will, you ‘fhall ne- 
ver find them at any eafe. Let them change their 
faces never fo much, they ftill retain the fame fad 
countenance, and follow you with their complaints. 
If all things be ina profperous eftate, they fill you 
with fears of the evils that aretcocome. And if the 
times be very miferable, then they bethink them- 
felves ofthe happinefs which they could not fee be- 
fore in the dayes chatare paft. When they have no- 
thing to fay, they will give you avery grave nod, by 
which you muft gather, their heads are full, if their — 
wifdom thought it fir at that time to empty them. 
And when they are afraid to fpeak their thoughts, 
then they will fhake their head, and give a terrible | 
fhrug, as if all were nought and going to ruine. In. 
i fhort, you fhall hear thefe menf{peak nothing but La- 
| mentations : and they will mix their words with fuch 
fighs, that you would think they laid to heart the 
badnefs of the times. But donotbelieve them : this 
may be no more but a copy of their countenance. 
For there are anumber of them who conceive a fecret 
joy when they hear an ill ftory of one whom they 
hate: and could not tell how to appear good, un- 
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~lefs they had fome mens vices to fpeak againft. They 
would not be able .to live, if all men fhould leave 
their fins. There would not be found aman fo bad 
as they, if all fhould become fo good as they feem 
-todefire. ‘They would be more troubled at the re- 
formation, than they are ac the diforders, And, un- 
_lefs their hearts were changed, they muft either 
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then be dumb, or elfe make faulrs where they could - 


find none. Andthat isa matter, I affure you, very 

€afie for them to do. For they never regard’ whe- 
ther their complaints be juft or unjuft: and it would 
be to fuppofe them too reafonable, if we thould think 
they are never difcontented without a caufe. Mingle 
not your felf therefore with fuch men: but judge it 
better a greac deal to travel alone, than ro fall into 
fuchcompany. If you mean to finith your journey, 
{tay not to liften to their tales, for they have no 
end, and they will detain you with them for ever. 
‘There isno thing, no perfon can efcape the fcourge of 
their tongues; and fince thofe are innumerable, fo are 
their f{tories, 


But in this and all the foregoing Direétions which I 
have given you, ic will be of great ufe to mark the 
foorfteps which you will meet withall of many Tra- 
vellers who have gone before you. Some of the 
prints of their feet yon will-find bigger, and. others 
ofthem lefs then your own; bucall of them will fo 
imcourage you, and excite you, and fupply the place of 
a Guide unto you, that I may leave the reft co their 
 inftruétions. And indeed the wifdom of the ancient 
Church feems herein to have been very great, who 
chofe tohonour the dayes of relaxation and inrermif- 
fion of labours with the names of the Apoitles and: 
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Saintsof God, Icis fit, as I faid,that we fhould fome- 
times ufe recreations, but they would teach us to be- 
gin and end chem with acknowledgements of God. Ic 
is neceflary that we chear our fpirits, and refrefh our 
minds, buc we muft ftill remember that there is no 
ereater pleafure then to praife our Lord. When we 
divert our felves, we fhould have the example of brave 
men before us. In all our Sports and Mirth, there 
mouft nothing be admitted which is unbecoming the 
oravity and purity of good Chriftians. And there- 
fore let meintreat you on all the Feftivals of the Saints, 
to feafon your mind in the morning with the medita- 
tion of their holy lives. When you keep the dayes 
which preferve their memory, be fure to follow their 
verrues, which in effect will make them ftill to live in 
the World. Ic isa ridiculous thing to blefs God for 
thofe examples which we never. mean to imitate. It 
is monftroufly abfurd to maintain the memory of Ho- 
ly mens names, with an utter forgetfulnefS of their - 
Piety. If they be capable of any grief inthebleffed ~ 
place where they now are, and have carried their paf- 
fions away with them to the other Worlds; it makes 
them figh, one would think,to fee the lewdnefs of thofe 
that honour them, and the difgrace that is done to 
Religion under the countenance of their great names, 
Ic wounds them fure to hear themfelves commended 
lavifbly, and to fee their lives reproached as guilty of 
too much feverity, It was an odd faying, bat fpoken 
with much fimplicity and zeal by an old Preacher, 
That he wondred che Saints did notrife out of their 
graves, to drive thofe away from their Temples, who 
ufe fo much ceremony in celebrating their Feftivals, 
and take fo little care to follow their Vertues, But ] 
may rather wonder with what face men ean {peak 
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E a acaintt thole who neglect the -obfervance of “thefe- 


Dayes, when they themfelves are che chiefeft ‘caule of 
it, or the beft colour forit. They difhonour all holy 
rites, and bring a reproach upon holy times: and ‘if it 
had not been for {uch as chem, thofe dayes might have. 
been in more credit, even with thofe who now defpife 
- them. Whatdowe fee, fay thofe fcrupulous perfons 
~ but riotand luxury at fuch feafons’ All places are full 
of vomit, and men feem to be celebrating the Feat of. 
Ceresand Bacchws,7.¢. Of Bread and Wine, of fome 


-heathenifh, drunken belly-god. They fancy there is.. 


no reftraint layd upon their appetite; if they do burt 
ftriétly forbear their ordinary labours, They are like 
fome bad Chriftians in the old times, who made no 
doubt of being drunk, fo they didbut take off their 
cups as they fate on the Martyrs Tombs, Ir is eafje 
indeed for thefe objectors to fee fomething elfe : They 
might behold fome devout people who frequent the 
Worfhip of God,and rejoyce moft in remembring their 
Saviour and his great Grace, in fending thofe thar 
Preached the Gofpel to the World. Buc the number 
of the other are fo great who never regard fuch things, 
that by looking on them they are tempted to take no: 
notice of all the reft, The Taverns are fuller by far 
then our Churches ; and the Theatre is more fre- 
guented then the Houfe of God, And therefore it is 
for fuch as youto fet your felves awork co take away 
this objeGion which they will not take away them- 
felves. Do you fatisfie them that thefe dayes are no: 
neceflary caufe of doing evil, by your own example of 
doing good. Leave their Argument no force at all, 
for it is in,your power todoit: and let them fee that 
the marriage between thefe Feftivals and Profanenefs, 
is not folegitimate, but they may be divorced. De-. 
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-_ prive them of this colour, and leave their peevifhmefs 
fonaked, that it may be expofed to the view of all. 
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Or if they have caken’ a.real offence, remove it out of 
their way, and let all thac they alledge have a full con- 
futation in your holy life, Anfwer them by your be-- 
haviour, that there is no need to take away thefe dayes, 
for you can take away all the wickednefs, and leave 
them ftillremaining, Letthem fee that you can reft 
from your labours, and yet not fpend your whole time 
in fpore and play. Let them find the Bible or fome 
good Book in your hand oftner then they do the 


Cards. Let your Spirit rejoycein God your Saviour, 


more then your body doth in meat and drink. Feed 
your foul upon the Heavenly myfteries of our Reli- 
gion, and do not live as if the Saints were only good 
Purveyors for our Kitchins. So will you both bring 
thefe dayes into efteem with others, and your felf into. 
greater favour with God. And, l.befeech you, defire 
all you know that they would not fleight fuch admo- 
nitions as thefe I give you: But that for the Honour of ~ 
our Lord, for the credit of his Church who hath ap- 
pointed thefe folemnities, for the love of their own 
fouls who*are intended to receive the benefic of them, _ 
they would behave themfelves foberly and religioufly 
at fuch feafons.That fo the Church may not be forced 
to do with thefe as it hath done with the Feafts of 
Love, and other rites ufed by the Apoftles themfelves, — 
i.e, abolith and banifh them: becaufe of mens obfti- 
nateabufe of them. For i wavery abfurd thing, (as 
one of the ancient Guides faith) to fiudy to honour the 
Martyrs with too much fulne{s, wha we know pleafed God 
by fafting and abflinence. it is a prepofterous way of 
doing honour. to our Saviour, by pampering and 
plealing our felves; who it is known did honour his 
Father 
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a Father by denying himéelf, and defpifing all the p lea 


 furesof the fle(h, Therefore exhort every one to feat 
themfelves with an holy fear. Let them make Feafts 


of Chatity, and doing good to their poor neighbours, 


Let them be Feafts ‘of Love to make us friends one. 
with another, Feafts of the Spirit to put us ia mind - 


of the joyes of the Lord, and the eternal Supper of che 
Lamb. : 


& 


Andnow I think Ismay have leave to conclude my 
directions (having put you into the hands of better 
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- Guides then my felf) the fumm whereof is briefly this: 


Let your principal defign ever be to knit your heart to 
the Love of Fefus, andthe ardent defire of being with 
him at Ferufalem, Let this be your great bufinefs to 
fet your Soul directly towards the place where he is, 
and to ftir up in ic fuchlongings:as thefe, o that I were 
with Fefus! when shall 1 come to fe[us! And fince he is 
_ the Way to himfelf, there is nothing more needful for 
the accomplifhing your defire, than to propofe him be- 

- fore your eyes for your imitation. » As for Prayer, Me- 

 ditation, and {uch like things, they are to be defigned 
 tothisend, that your Love to him may be inflamed, 

your Defire after him increafed, and your Refolution 


~~ of doing his will, and treadingin his fteps be made un- 


moveable. Whatfoever therefore you find properto 
advance that Love, that Defire, that Refolotion, be it 


Praying or Reading, Difcourfing or Solitude, Walking or . 


Repofing your felf, Vifiting of others, ot Keeping at home 5 
make ufe of it for the time that your Soul relifhes it, 
and as long as it quickens your Defire and indeavour 
of enjoying. the love of Fe/us, and the bleffed fight of 
him at Ferufalem. But when any of thefe fhall prove 
irkfometo you, be nottroubledat it, buc try for that 
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in danger tolofe the Victory over chem, if you fuffer 
your Bow fometimes to beunbent. Do nor thinka 
Pilgrim muft be fo fevere, as never to recreate himfelf 
in the way he goes. By perpetual Watchings and la- 
bours your enemies may undo you as well as by any 
othermeans, Take but heed that you fall not into 
their Quarters when you divert your felf, and let but 
your pleafures ftill lye in your way, and you need not 
fearco make ufe of them. Remember the Example 
of the Saints of God, and ftir up your felf to imitate. - 
their zeal and their difcretion both together. And 
reft-aflured ( my friend) chat this good Defire thus 
cherifhed, thus augmented, and thus ftrongly and~ 
wifely purfued, will bring you fafe to the end of your 
Pilgrimage 5 and fet your feet in the midft of Ferufe- 
Jems, where I fhall be right glad to meet you, 


Car, 
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What entertainment all thefe difcourfes wet withall 
from the Pilgrim. And of the pleafures he should. 
fiod in his way, though incwmbred with the fore-named 
| Enemies. 


AX D now Iam fure you will expe to hear that 
Lf \the Pilgrim broke his filence : It not to thank this 
perfon for the fatisfa@ion he had received, yet to tell 
him how much he thought himfelf engaged by the 
pains which he had moft friendly-taken for his fatif- 
faction in the way to Jerw/alem. But yet he could nor 
~ for the prefent fpeak fo much as one words fuch a 
violent paflion feizing on him, chat ic blockt up all 
other paflages but only thofe for Tears, ‘Which gufh- 
ing out apace, and feeking for more vent then they 
‘could finds caufed a greater obftriGion, and were 
- eady to choak not only his Words, but alfo Himfelf.’ 


The good man who had hitherto been his Guide, 


thought that now he muft become his Phyfitian. And 
fearing thae this paflion might grow tofome danger, — 
and {ulpecting withall that it was the effect of a great 
fadnefs which he had conceived at ‘his difcourfe ; He 
-— went tohim,and taking him by the hand, intreated him 
torefift thistide follong, cill:he could. take fo much 
breath.as co tell him the caufe of it. Now thatthe 
Pilgrim might fhew how obedient he was like to 
prove tothe reft.of his Words, heftrove fo earneftly 
with himfelf, chac many Minutes were not pafied be- 
forehe recovered the ufe of his tongue, and was able 
thus tofpeak to,him, You haye obliged me Sir fo 
ate akc much 


_ much beyond all my expreffion by the Inftru@ions you 
fave beftowed upon me, that as an endeavour to do 
more than we can, doth frequenily make us todo juft 
nothing atall; fol felcenough fromthence arifingto  - 
ftifle my words, while my Soul laboured fuch expref- 
fions of Gratitude as could not beutrered. My Tears . 
Sir, could only tell you how much I think my felf in- 
debted to your Charity. For they did not fpring 
from Grief, as perhaps you might imagine, but froma 
very great joy, which flowed partly from the remem- 
brance of the Providence which brought me hither, 
and-partly from the fenfe of your friendly love, but 
chiefly from the good news you tell me, that the way 
co {ich a Blefled place as Jerufalem, is incumbred with 
no greater difficulties then you have related. O Sir, 
Iam overjoyed to hear that the Journey will be no 
wore. Ic is'a beginning of the pleafures I expe@ 
there, to know that the way is fo good; for I was 
willing to have undertaken far greater things, rather 
then forfake my refolution of going thither. And 
here his voice was intercepted by a new paffion like 
to the former, though it was not long before it had — 

_fpencic felf, and gave him liberty toutter his mindas 
freely as he pleafed. PY oo. ts 

But before he could begin to difcharge himfelf of 
thofe thoughts with which his Soul feemedto be fill’d, 
the other prevented himandtold him that it was no 

is {mall joy to him alfo, to find himfelf fo deceived, andto » 
meet with fach a flood of joy in that place, where he 
feared he fhould have found a deluge of forrow, And 
fince, faidhe, you take fo great content in what I have 
faid about the way to. Ferufalem, which others hear — 
with as much heavinefs.as you did with pleafure; I 


fhall 


 fhall give you a freth addition of joy by fomething elfe is 
which I refervedas an incouragement coyou, but now 
fee muft be apart of your comfort. ‘And truly by 
what I fhall{ay, you will plainly fee how well Fe/us re- 


~ wards his fervants that are willing to obeyhim; giving | 


them far more than they durft expe@t, and where they 
looke for nothing but trouble and anguifh, caufing joy ~ 
and glacnefsto {pring up untothem. You fhall never 
meet, I am confident, with worfe entertainments, than 
I have mentioned in your way to Ferufalem, unlels 
it be Death which we may meet with every where. Bue 
far better than have been fpoken of, I do not fear to 
promife,if the Directions be followed which have been 
delivered to you, . For befides the pleafures that will 
attend-all your Vidtories, which are indeed unfpeak- 
able, and more than can be numbred ; I muft teli you, 
there is much contentment tobe fetcht from the con- 
fideration of the way youaretogo, ‘Though in ma- 
ny places it may be ragged and hard, as you already — 
perceive, yet it is alwayes very ftraight and eafie to 
hic, having none. of thofe windings and turnings in ic 
that perplex and intricate men in the contrary paths ; 
which, me-thinks, isno {mall comfort to a Traveller. 


~ Do you not fee how many thonfand Arcs men are ac 


the labour to devife chat they may cheat and circum- 
vent their neighbours? What a number of {hifts they 
are put unto to make good a lye, and to palliate a 
piece of knavery ? Whatalofs they are at fometimes 
ro compals their revenge, or to fatisfiean unchafte de- 
firee And what a vaft burden of cares they are af- 
flied withall who do not depend on God? What 
troublefome thoughts, what fears and frights, whae 
difcontents and difgufts, and fuch like paffionsas di- 
fturb theit quier they are continually peftered with- 
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well, and you will think ita great happinefs to follow 
Jefus, For the obtaining of whofe love and favour, 
of his reftand peace, you need not ufe any bafe Arts, 
nor practife deceitful tricks, nor work treafons, nor be 
at the charge tocalumniate your neighbours, nor take 


the pains to lye and couzen, to cog and flatter, to hu- 


mour the lufts of men, cocontradi@ your reafon, and © 
wound your confcience, It will coft you neither bad 
nights, nor unquiet fleep, nor vexatious dayes, nor 
careful thoughts; it will ftand you neithenin the lofs 
of honour, nor the-lofsiof life and happinefs ; butin na- 
turaland eafie wayes, in pleafant and fafe courfes you 
may provide for the immortality of them both.. cannot 
but call.chem pleafane, becaufe [am aflared that when 
you are once ufed tothe Rode, you will find the:moft 
rugged wayes to be more delightful, and inall regards 
more ealic to the ‘Pilgrims feet, thanany of thofe are, 
which lead unto the oppofite Countries. The grearett 
3 . _ difficuley 
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difficulty will be at che firft entrance , as indeed it ufes 

tobe in the beginning of all other labours ; but when 
you and the wayes are once acquainted, I am confi- 
dent you will not be perfwaded to turn into any other 
paths, though you were infallibly affured they would 
lead you to the Imperial Throne, and make you Lord 
oftheworld, There is never a ftep of your Journey 
(as it were eafie for me to demonftrate) but it will 


have fomething of fweetnefs in ic your foul will clofe 


with every thing that you have todo, no otherwife 
than your ftomach imbraces the meat it loves ; you fhall 
not {tay for all your peace till you come to Fefus at 
Ferufalem, but he will make you know that al bw 
wayes are pleafantne(s, and all bis paths are peace. 


And here I cannot but call to mind apretty Fable, Dior.piu, 
ot as the Author of it faith, a moft wholefome and fa- %- ¥- 
- cred Story, under the fcheme, and in the habit of a“ 23 
Tales which will well reprefent unto you the eafinefs 
and pleafantnefs of the way to Feru/alem, and much en- 
Courage you init, Icis defigned indeed to fhew how 


much more fafe, facile and happy it is fora Prince to 


role his fubjects by his Laws, than by an abfolute will, 
and licentious power; but it may indifferently ferve 

to inftrag all manner of perfons (who feek the way to 
Happinefs as well as they, and may be taught by their 
great examples) how fecurely.and comfortably they 
live, who obferve the Laws of their Saviour, above’ 
thofe whofe Luft is their Law, and that have no other 
_ meafure of goodnefs, but their own fenfual defires. - It 
isin a Writer, I grant, that knewnothing of Feru{alens, 
bur this will give you the greater pleafure, to hear 
that your way thither is fofure, that you may learn 


fomething of it from every body, even from en 
: thas: 
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that are but ftrangers to the place. The Story is this : 


When Hercules wasyet but alittle Youth educated at 
Thebes, Mercury was one day [ent to him from Heaven, 
that he might make a tryal of his inclinations, and encen- 
rage him in all vertwows and noble undertakings. For 
thisend he carried him in unknown wayes to the top of an 
high Monntain, which it would be toe long to give youa- 
defcription of in my Authors words. Thus much it we ~ 
necelfary fer you to know, that it feemed but one to thofe 
who flood at the foot of it, having but one root, and one. 
bady as far as their eyes could reach; but indeed was 
parted into two Hills before it came to its utmoft height, 
which were alfo very widely diftant the one from the other. 
The one of thefe was caked the Royal Tower, or the 
Temple of King Jupiter: The other had the name of the 
Tyrannical Fort, the feat in old time of the proud Ty- 
phon, whem Jupiter firack down with Thunder from 
Heaven, oethefe two there was a (everal acce[s and the. 
waytothat where Royalty dw.lt was very fafe, wide and 
plain, (0 that a man might afcend even in a Chariot to 
thas lofty place, without any danger or fear of falling: But 
to the other the way was narrow, crooked, and {9 dange- 
rous, that a man muft creep upon his hands ana feet 
who intended to come thither. Nay, fo fal of hazard 
it was, that many who adventured to go init, had 
been {ern to precipitate themfclves, and were utter-. 
by left in a great Lake which was at the bottom of it. 
To thofe who behcld them afar off, they feemed, as I faid 
before, tobe but Ones but the Royal Hill was far more 
eminent, lifting tts bead above the Region of the Air, and 
enjoying the benefit of the pure Sky; and the other was 
mire deprefjed, having a cap of Clouds continually upon 
its head fo thick and foggy, that they made it an ob{cure 

. and 
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and difwzal place. Now Hercules being brought thither, 
and having the nature of this Mcuntain thus fhown to 


hin, was already touched with fo much ambition as to 


defire to be admitted into the interiours of them both. 
Which be had xno fooner fignified , than it was by 


Mercury gravted, who faid, Follow me, and thon fhalt 


behold _mofi clearly the vaft difparity of thefe two, which 


a4t 


- is altogether hid from the eyes of Fools. And prefently — 


he difcovered to him upon the top of the former, aWoman 

fiting on avery fplendid Throne: who was exceeding 
"beautiful, and of goodly proportions; cloathed in white 
rayment, and having a Scepter in her hand neither of sil- 
ver nor Gold, but of amore pure and {hining nature,like 
to that which Juno weilds. Her countenance was. com- 
pofed of a mixture of failes and gravity , fothat all good 
men looked confidently upon her, and the evil were no 
- more able to behold her, than they who have weak eyes 
canindure toturn them tothe Sun. She feemed ntore- 
over tobe fo fixed,and alwayes like her felf, that ker cours- 
- tenance and eyes did not betray fo much as an inclination 
to change her ferious fweetnefs. And indeed it was ad- 


—-_ mirable to fee the quiet, peaceablenefs and conftant temper 


of that place, to behold the plenty of fair fruit, which it 
every where yielded, and to obferve how all the creatures 
of every kind which lived there, did skip and dance 
round about it , as if they were tickled with an inward 
pleafure. Of Gold and Silver, and other Metals, there 
lay great heaps before her 5 and yet fhe feemed to be plea- 
fed with none of them, but only in the fruits and in the 
Jeveral creatures which fhe beheld in fuch contenturent fur- 
rounding her. When Hercules therefore had fixed his eges 
awhile upon her, he blufhed exceedingly,and fell down in a 


humble veneration of ber, #0 otherwife thax as adutiful - 


Child would do before a brave and generous Mother. And 
; Ti having 
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having at laft demanded of Mercury the name and cone 


dition of this perfon , he told him, that it was the bleffed 
and heavenly Queen, Bastien, the Daughter of 
King Jupiter, whom he faw attended with many fair La~ 
dies that were eafie tobe difcovered , and of no lefs Nobi- 
lity thaw the Queen her felf. Iti true, replyed the young 
man, 1 behold, to my no faall fatisfakion, feveral divine 
perfons waiting upon that Heaven-born Balileas but ma 
I be fo happy. as to know their Names alfo ? She, faid 
Mercury, ozthe Queens right hand, who looks upon us 
_ with a ftern mild countenance,és Sultice a perfon of great 
account, and very beautiful: Hard by her there ftands 
Uprightnefs, or Integrity 5. who # fo like the former, 
that you canfearce know them afunder, and i not infe- 
riour to her in fairnefs. As for ber whom thou be- 
holdeft onthe other hand, a woman very fpecious and 
goodly, bravely cloathed, and fmiling on us, her name is 
Peace. She that fiands jujt before the Queen, and even 
touches her Scepter, an ancient gray-headed Matron, 
ftrong, and as thou eaftly feeft, very magnanimous, She is 
called Law, or as others fonsetimes name her , Right 
Reafon: 4 perfon who is of her Privy Council, and ne- 
ver ftirs from her, without whom it is acrime to do,or fo 
much as to think any thing. is Sam 


It would be too tedious torelate how the Youth was ra- 
vifhed with this fight, and how he endeavoured to print 
his mind withit, fo that he might mever forget it. But 
in fhort, he gazed fo long upon Bafilea, and her Royal 
Attendants,that Mercury was fain to call to him, and bid 
him not to fpend his whole time in that contemplation, 
but to defcend alittle with bi, and look. a while upon the 
other place alfo, which was not unworthy-of his obferva~— 
tion. And indeed he thought with himfelf that it might 

it : be 
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— be nfefull to him as well as this, and therefore he willingly 
confenting to go whither he would carry him, Mercury in- 


— flantly brought him to a certain path which led to the 
Tyramnical Tower. There they faw agreat aumber who 


waited for an opportunity to croudinto it (the way, as. 


told you, being very narrow ) and many that were contend- 
ing, yea, killing one the other to force their paffage. The 
Father there was murdering his children, the children 
dragged their Parents to execution, and one Brother em- 
brued his hands in anothers blood: Defiring nothing 


elfe butthe greateft evil, and calling that the higheft | 


Happinefs ; which is only Power and Folly married 
together. And firft of all he bade him take notice of the 


entrance to that place, how dangerous it was, how full of 


precipices, and bow it was foundermined in feveral paf- 
fages, that the earth was ready to fall under thofe who trod 
uporit. All the way likewife he fhowed him was befmear- 
ed with blood, and paved with skulls and dead mens bones, 
fo that he faw it was not fit to let hin fet his foot in it, but 
he carried him in a fairer tract to an advantagious place, 
where he might take a jufi profpect of that part of the Moun- 
tain whereon Tyranny had feated her felf. To a great 
height fhe was raifed, though (as Lnoted before) fhe could 
not be elevated to fuch apitch, as tofree her felf from the 
vapours and mifts which infect thefe lower Regions. But he 
could clearly .difeern that foe ftudied to be like the incom- 
parable Bafilea, avd therefore feignea and counterfeited 
as much as foe could the face, the gcftures, the very Air of 
that Queen of Beauties. Nay, ber Throne feemed to be far 


higher and better than the others, having many fair feulp-— 


tures upon it, and being adorned with Gold, Ivory, Ebony, 


and fuch like varieties as Riches furnifhed her withall s, 


But yet the foot of the Throne was not fixed, nor could all 
the wealth fhemas Mhftrefs of procure , that it might fland 
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aft without any fhaking or tottering at all. Nor was there 
< thing eink and handfomely difpofed about hers but 
every thing was fafbioned to comport with the Ends of 
Glory, Pride and Luxury, which.in truth reigned ovgr her, 
as foe over others, Many Scepters there were in her hand, 
and more then one Diadens upon her head but they could 
not make her beautiful, becanfe the more foe fiudied to 1m@- 
tate the others uanners, thé more deformed and ugly fhe 
appeared. When fhe thought to come forth with her friendly 


Jfustiles, the eyes of thofe that lookt upon ber were entertain- 


ed with nothing butabafe and filthy kind of crafty grin. 
Inflead alfo of the Gravity which fhe affeded, a firauge 
fiercenefs and terrour difcovered it felf i ber looks. Nay, 
that ‘ might feem magnanimous lhe would not often caft 
her eyes on thofe who approached ber, bat turn them ano- 
ther way with a lofty difdain, whereby fhe became the 
objeE of all mens hatred, as they were of her fcorz. Care 
fhe took-~of no body but her felf, nor could fhe by all her 
care make her felf to fit in quiet ; but often fiared round 
about her, and ftarted up, or leaped out of her Throne, as 
if he fate uneaftly, or apprehended fome approaching dan- 
ger. Gold fhe fometimes filthily kept inher very bofome, 
fowetines ina fright threw it abroad among the peoples 
and then again fuatched it out of their hands er: | 
greedy of it; that fhe pillaged every body that had but the 
leaft grain of it about them. And not to name ber gar- 
ments which be fayes were of divers colours, fhe her felf 
ufed to be of as weany colours as they. Being fometimes 
ia Fears, fomctimes in Anger; fometimes troubled with 
a fit of Fealoufie, and fometimes over confident of her felf 
and others, Now being very humble and fervile, and 


—_ prefently after proud andinfolent , at this moment laugh- 
dng very loudly, andin the next as bitterly bewailing fome 


emisfortune or other, They that were about her alfo were 
' agate 
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aw different from the. Attendants before named; as fhe ber 
Self mas from the Queen. Their names were, Cruelty, 
Contumely, Iniquity avd Sedition, who all ferved only 
to corrupt her and bring her to deftruttion. And I mnft 
_ not forget to relate that inftead of Friend{bip, of which all 
arein fo great need, fhe was daily attended by a fervile 
andilliberall fellow -called Flattery, who was no cfs irea- 
cherows to her then the reft, and indeed above all others 
fought her ruine. He was ever fiudying to form pleafing 
propofitions ; aud if they were but gratefull to her it was 
fufficient , for be never took any care about the good or 


burt that was in them, It was a wonder to obferve the 


Arts whereby he inftnuated himfelf into her mind : what 
a ftrich intelligence be kept with her palfions : ahd how he 
feixed on all the avenues and lockt up all the paffages of 
her foul when he was once poffelfed of it, ibat none could be 
admitted tofuch a confidence as bimfelf. He was ever 
whifpering fome of his leud Maxims into her ear, and 
breathing fonte vitiows Counfell or ether into her heart : 
But he didit fo foftly that they could then hear nothing 
that he faid, and therefore he that relates the ftory hath 
reported nothing of it. But Ihave been informed by ano- 
ther who hath approached very near to the fecrets of that 
Villany, that he was wont to advance fuch dottrines . as 
thee, That a Prince ought not to fuffer himfelf to be 
bound with the fetters of Laws. That it was below hin to 
be fubject to the Fancies and Viftons of ancient Legiflators. 
That every thing was juft which was his Will. And that 
it -was a weak and feeble thing to feek tobe beloved. A 
great fpirit ought rather to indeavour to make himfelf 
~ feared : and at the prot he foould aine only at this, that he 
might not be hated. Nay I haveheard that he sould fay 
( and I give you the very words of the perfow from whom 
Lhadit ) That Honefty was the Vertue of a Merchant and 
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not of a Soveraign. That in Heaven they put the very 
Oaths of Princes in the fame feales with thofe of Lovers. 
That Jupiter commands then to be thrown into the wind 
as trivial things and of no value. For this he alledged 
fome Poet, for they were all the Divines which be confult- 
ed, and were frequently allo abufed by him. Andfoina 
way. of Fooling and telling of Tales he perfwaded her that 
fhe need not keep her word, nor tye her felf to follow any 
thing elfe but ber own defires. It would be toolong to 
tell you how ingenious this perfon was 12 inventing plea- 
fares: and how he ftudied to indear himfelf by fhameful 
fervices, And indeed moft of thofe things were then con- 
cealed and had a curtain drawn before thenr, only thus 
much he*overheard : That be jeared at Vertue and laught 
at Piety as a facaking quality, and the effect of a creeping, 
weak and fuperftitious mind. And that he commended 
avoluptuous life out of all meafure , calling them Fools 
whofe nicesand delicate conferences made them rude and 
cruclto their. flefh. 


Now when Herculeshad carefully view'd this Golden 
Creature with all her Servants, as well as be-had donethe 
other, Mercury, accordingsto bis Commilfion demanded 
of bint, that he foould tell hive truly which of thefe did 
~ pleafe hin beft and was held by him in greateft admirati- 
on. To which he prefently replyed, In good fadnefs, the 
former feemed to me fo glorious, that Inot only loved and 

admired ber, but took her for a Goddefs and thought her 
worthy of Worfhip and Imitation : Bat this is fo odious 
and abominable in sy opinion, that I would gladly have - 
the liberty to throw her headlong from this high rock and 
break ker neck. You know how much I loath the brutifb- 
nels of her life ( continued he, as ‘fone Authors relate ) 
and how I defpife all her bafe and Jordid pleafures. For 
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Jented mewith all her beauties ; you may well remember 
how I feorned her courtfhip, and refolued to entbrace la- 
boriows Vertue as the Miftrefs of greater pleafures. There- 


., fore ifit be not lawfull for metolay Violent bands on that 


Fury, yet let the Heavens fpurn her into that condition , 


which foe kické others down into , and let not profperous 


Inspiety be alwayes held as good as Vertue. This heat of 
bis,Mercury reprelfed and bad him have Patience in as 


-agreat efteem as any of the Vertues he had beheld , but tis. 


judgement which he bad given in favour of Balilea he 
praifed and.commended as it did deferve, and having 
told it unto Jupiter, That was the thing, they fay, which 
gained hin the Empire of the World, and moved the 


Heavens to commit all Mankind to his care and Go- 


wernment, 


I doubt I have tired you with this long Story , ‘but 
{ fhall not.trouble you much further. Nor fhall I 
ftudy to fhow you how fitly may. hence be reprefented 


_ the Happinefs of all other men in théir feveral condi- 


tions who take the wayes of Piety, and the Mifery of 
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- when Pleafinre her felf appeared to me in a Vifion and pre- 


all thereft who tread in any other paths for you are | 


of capacity to do this fervice for your felf. All that I 


_ fhallfay is only this, That to the men of this world 


_theyfeem the very fame as the Mountain in the ftory 
did : And becaufe all things here fall alike to all, they 
think it is all one what courfea man holds if it be but 
conformable to his own appetite. But you may look 
upon me ff you pleafe as {tanding in the place and qua- 
lity of a Jzercury to you, to.fhew you the Holy Hill of 
God, and the beauteous City which is built upon it, 
and the Glorious Monarch which inhabits it, together 
with the way which leads thither; and the vaft advan- 
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‘tages which it hath over that Babel which men have — 


built in their own fancies, and.which would fain reach 
up to Heaven, but tumbles down together with them 
into endlefs ruine. And truly Icannot but fancy you 


‘to be another courdgious Hercules, swho feeing how 


high the afcent to-that City is, and over what difficul- 
ties youareto climb, yet are not at all difmaid, but 
refolved-to march in the way thither, though all the 


_ Silver and Gold, all the Jolliry and pleafure of the 


_ doubly miferable: So you will be conducted in plain, _ 


World thould lye in the way on theother fide. Thee 
Heavens no doubt applaud your choice and they bid 
me tell you it fhallbe well rewarded ; nay, I have al- 
ready fhown you that you muft needs be more happy 
in that courfe then in any elfe that can be invented. 
For thoughthe Hill be high and f{teep which you are 
to mount, yet“the way is plain and eafie , pleafures 
guard it round about, and a glorious place it brings 
you unto at the laft. As you will totally efcape thote 
wayes wherein, according tothe ftory now told, there 
are nothing but intricacy and uncertainty, mifts and 
darknefs, trouble and forrow, anxiety and difquier, 
and ina word a great deal of pains to make a man 


natural, and unperplexed paths, in pathsof pleafure 
and - peace, of confidence and aflurance, of light and 


” ferenity, of fetlednefs and ftedinefs of mind, which will. 


not let you be a {tranger to an abundant happinefs. 
I know the pretended fatisfactions in the other way 
may make a greater fhow, and appear more {plendid, 
accompanied with more pomp and noife: but if you 
be in love with ftill and filent joyes, with grave de- 
lights and ferious pleafures, they are only tobe found 
in this way which I have pointed you unto. You thall 
never tremble in the midft of thefe enjoyments, nor 


fhall 
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— fhall you be troubled with fear left you fhould 
_tofe your happinefs, There are no mock-f{miles here, 
when the heart is wrung within: but the eafe of the 
mind makes the countenance fmooth, and the joy of 


\ 
s 


the heart cafts a fplendor intothe eyes,andafweetnels © 


into the. face. You fhall never be flattered and 
cheated here with the delufions of momentary plea- 
fures : but every tafte you have of joy fhall bean affu- 
rance of an everlafting felicity. Nay, you fhallgive 
a great joy to others alfo, and pleafe them as well as 
_yourfelf.. You fhall make all that ate about you to 
rejoyce, and their contentment will be an addition to 
your own. The fatisfacétion of making others happy, 
and feeing them full of comfort by your means, will 


not Jec you doubt of your own happinefs, nor want . 


that peace which you give to them; And then after 
allthis, you fhall find your felf at laft, though not 
made Mafter of all this World; yet brought to Jern- 
_ falem the City of the great King, of the Lord of all; 
there toreign with him in eternal Glory, 
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Upon the ‘Pilgrin’s requeft; the Guide enters into a furs” 


_ ther defcription of the Pleafures of the Way to Jerufa- 


lem: and anfwers fome {crupl:s of bis aboutit. The 


difficulty of the beginning of his journey. Of taking 
up the Cros that might lye in his way; and [uch like 
things. ? : 


Will not undertake to exprefs to. you the filent ad- 
miration wherewith the Pélgrim emertained this 
difcourfe, He lookt upon him with no lefs wonder 
; Kk thea 


now given me. I do not think that your felf can be- 
ftow the like upon me by any other means, but only 
by making this Story a little longer. ‘You do it a 
oreat deal of wrong, I aflure you, in calling it tedious ; 
for ific were lawful to gratifie my felfin the way that | 
I fancy moft, I fhould wifh that ic might laft to the 
endof my life. You are a true cWercaryindeed, the 
Orator of the Great King, the interpreter of God. 
You are fent to dome a double kindnels ; firft to be 
my Guide, and then to ravith me into the way you 
fhow me, by your eloquence, May not the ceeleftial 
natures be prefumed to have fome Patience, as well as 
fo much Charity >? Shall] offend you if I defirea more 
particular defcription of the eafe and pleafure which 

ou promife mein my way? Of caanot yon ftay fo 
ong as to pull a little {cruple out of my mind, and tell 
me how this way can be fo broad as your Story faith, 
fince [ have learnt of one more Sacred that itis ftrair 
and narrow’ I know 1 am indebted to you but too ~ 
much for the favours you have already done me; And 
except it be in my hearty wifhes I can never be fo 


bountiful 


_ bountiful as you have been. But yet give me leave to 
fay thac this exceflive freenefs, is a cempration co run 
farther in your debt, If you had been more referved 
at the firft, you had made me more modeft ; but now 
that you have been fo prodigal of your counfel, par- 
don meif {think thac I have nothing elfe co accule of 
my confidence. If you would not have had me become 
fuch a Beggar, you fhould not have been fo generous: 
you fhould either have withheld your hand fooner, or 
not be offended chat [ implore a frefh tafte of your li- 
berality. Goon, good Sir, toadd to my obligations : 
for though they are fo great already, that you force me 


tobe ungrateful by leaving me no power, not fo much > 


as that of words, to thank you; yer let me fee you 
take {uch a pleafure in doing of good, chat you think 
your felf fufficiently paid for whac you have done, 
by gaining mens will co a hearty defire of receiving 
more. - 4 


Iam no Mafter of eloquence, faid the Guide, but 

_ youare beholden, as I told you, to a Stranger for. that 
pleafane defcription. Icis enough for meif I can point 
_at the way to Heaven, and give you fome plain and 
familiar direCtions how to find ic, But you muft per- 
fwade your felf to learn and follow thofe inftructions, 
and not expect the affiftance of any Rherorick of mine 
~ to woo your heart toentertainthem, And truly if I 
may judge by what you juft now faid, you have power 
enough inyour own hands to charm your affections, 
and infinuate what I teach you iato.their favour. You 
may be indebted to your felf more then to me; and owe 
your happinefs rather to your own perf{wafion, then 
any Oratory that Icanimploy, But yet if you can be 
content with fuch dry narrations, as [am able to make 
Kk 2 you 
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you cannot demand any thing wich more eafe, thenT 


{hall yield co the fatisfaction of your defires. It will 


courfe on this delightful theme, and I fhall more grae 
tifiemy felf thereby then oblige you; though I muft 
needs fay that I think there is not fo much need of itas 


_ you may imagine. You may take this upon my credit, 


— isnothing plainer then that the wayes of I¢ 


_tharyou will better experiment the pleafure of your. 


way as you goalong, then itis poffible to perceive it 
by the moft accurate defcription which can be made 
of it by the pen or congue of man, You have often, no 
doubr, tafted che fweetnefs of honey : but fuppofe you 


-had only feen the golden colour of it with your eyes, 


or only heard a graceful fpeaker make an Oration in 
its praife; would either of thefe have made you ac- 
quainted with it, fo wellas one little lick with your 
tongue isableto do? The cafe isnot at all different 
here, and therefore begin to profecute your refolution 
prefently of travelling to Ferufalems, goto the wayes 
themfelves to learn their pleafantnefs 5 for they will 
teach you more in an inftant, then I can do by many 
of my long difcourfes. But yet that you may not 


ima- 
gine { put youoff, andreferr you thither only t Aaa 


my pains, I fhallat leaft give you fome fatisfadtion in 
the truth of what I fay, and convince your reafon thae 
you mutt needs find the wayes you are to pafs very de- 
lightful notwithftanding all thofe difficulties which you 


- may meet withall, 


All the actions of nature you will grant to be very 
pleafant, for they flow from us with eafe and facility, 
and they alfo tickle us as they pafs along, becaufe they 
run {moothly, and donot grate uponus. Now there 
mperance, 

Charity, 


be no trouble tome, I affure you, to prolong my dif- ° 
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Charity, Traff in God, and fuch like wherein you are to 


walk are moft'conformable to the right frame and con- 


ftitution of your foul.” You will move confonantly to 


~ your own principles which God hath naturally indued » 


you withall: you will but follow the inclination of 
* rational nature, and that in its higheft improvement, 
which muft needs yield you the higheft delight and 
fatisfaétion, Will you bur be pleafed for che proof of 
this to ask your foula few Queftions > I amconfidene 
‘ifie go about to refolve them, it will give it felf a fenfe 
of the goodnefs of the paths of Piety ; and without any 
otherevidence then they carry in themfelves, ic will 
pronounce that they are far eafier, and fo infinitely 
more fweee then any that oppofe them. [appeal ta 
you, and to all che world, whether it be not a bufinefs 
of quicker difpatch to forgive an injury, then to take 
revenge for it? whether he doth not more feek his 
owneafe and repofe, who ftudyes to forger the malite 
~ ofmen towards him ; then he that fuffers the remem- 
- brance of it to ferment atid boil perpetually in his 
_. mind? Is it not’ bufinefs of lefs difficulty to be peace- 
 ableand quiec, thanco be ever contending, quarrelling 
and falling our with our neighbou:s ¢ And what toil 
is there in fitting fill, and not fo muchas lifting up our 
hands¢ and on the other fide, what labour in fighting, 


and beating, and wounding one another ? Is it not far 


more ¢afie to hold ones peace, then to rail and revile 
as muchas wepleafe? Which puts us to more pains 
tofay nothing but well of others, or to be alwayes 
finding faule, and ftill {peaking evil of them 2? Meeck- 
nefs feems to me to be far lefs troublefome then anger 
and rage, Charity is more eafie and delightfome, 
then covetoufnefs and fcraping up of wealth. To 
drink little isfooner and eafier done, then to drink 
ah ee hac ek 3 and 
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and {will as if we were in a perpetual Feaver. And T 
cannot fee what fhould hinder you from confeffing in- 
ftancly that it is a thing of far more eafe and facility to 
live by Faith in God, to depend on his providence in 
honeft wayes, and tocaft our burden upon him; than 
to be alwayes careful and follicitous, to be ever vex- 
ing our felves with worldly thoughts, and to be de- 
vifing fhifts and naughty Arts howto get more than 
we need, Is it any burden to praife God for the blef- 
fings he fends us ? Or, is ic not more natural than to. 
praife and commend our felves to which all men feem 
fo forward? And how can it be fo toilfome to pray 
to him for what we want, asicis to {pend our time in 
a laborious diligence, without a ferious and hearty ac- 
knowledgement ofhim? To be humble and modeft 
is far more agreeable, than to bearit high, and lift up 
our felves above others, Icis nothing fo hard to 
obey Governours, as to be turbulence, and fall into re- 
bellion againft them. Yea, to fuffer wrongs -breeds 
uslefs moleftation than to do them. To be patient. 
creates us not half fo much trouble, asic doth to vex, 
and fret, and fume within our felves, To rejoyce in 
God. isa ching that more gratifies, than all the plea- 
furesof fenfe.. And even to. mourn for our fins doth — 


give us more fatisfaction, than to mourn and grieve for 
worldly loffes. a 


It would be a very eafte matter, I believe you dif 
“cernto make along difcourfe on this argument: as al- 
fo to fhew that befides the eafe and the pleafure chat 
there is in doing thefe things, they leave alfo acertain 
jay and coetentment when they aredone. They that 
_ hold the courfe into which you are entring, do feel 
_ that every ftep they take leaves a certain print behind 


. it, 


their pleafures; neither can any man intercept them, 
and hinder them from coming into their fouls: nor 
will they cthemfelves be ever weary of them, or defire 
to make an exchange of them for fome other content- 
ment. There is no cifguft in thofe holy delights. 
They breed no diflike by cheir frequent enjoyment. 
They depend not as others do on infinite circumftan- 
-ces, whereof the want of any one makes them either 
odious or unprofirable, bur they have a conftant 
caufe, and dependbut upon one thing, which is al- 
wayes prefent, and infeparable from all good fouls. 
They live without fear in their poffeffions, and with- 
out diftraftin their wants. They do not bluth in the 
company of others; nor dothey tremble when they 
are alone. They are not bitten with remorfe, nor 
covered with thame for what is paft; and their pre- 
- fent condition is not troubled with any difquier ; and 
they have noth‘ng but fair and goodly hopes for the 
time tocome. In fine, they are the portion of God in 
the world, they are his treafure, they are his delighe 
and his joy : and whenfoever he makes them know fo 
much, there is not an higher pleafure that the heart of 
man is capable co poffels, To make joy in Heaven, to 
give delight to the King of the world, O what a ta- 
vifhmentis it? What glorious hopes doth the thought 
of itinfpire us withall¢ Ic would make any man cry 
out, I will be good ; I vow that I will be good, though 
the whole world fhould oppofe me init. Your very 
fleth will confent to be one of the fubjects of Jefus, if 
~ you do but-Jet‘it know the happinefs thar he will 


"255 | 


/ 


ing | 
_ bring | 


| 


a rl s Hastie atthe Bileelae idle dileiai ein 
~The Parable of the Prigrim, ‘ ae 


™ 


bring untoit, Ic will become a Votary tohim, when 


-youunderftand how much the better it-fhall fare for . 


that repofe of your mind, and the conftant pleafure of — 
aregularlife, Your very ftomach cannot but com- 
mend his meafares, and fubmitie felf tohis Laws, who - 
layes noburdenupon it, but rather eafes it of all its’ 
loads. It will complain of your unkindnefs if you de- 
ny it the favour of being abfolutely governed by his 
will, There is never a drop of blood in your body, 
but had rather be fpile in his fervice, than that you 
fhouldrefufe bis blefied life, which leads to fuch endlefs 
felicity tothe whole man. Confule every thing about: 
you: Takeadvice of every thing that belongs toyou: 
and it willconfefs that there is no fuch Mafter of plea-» 
fure inthe whole world as the Holy Fefas; that iris the 
oreateft Epicurifm tobe one of his followers; and that 
ifaman fhould ftudy till the worlds. end, he would ne- 
ver caft himfelf into fuch an extafie of joy, as the know-’ 
ledge and belief of what he hath promifed, and an 
heart full of l@ve to him proportionable to that belief, 
will puthim into. And therefore ir is a wonder that 


the Voluptuaries of the world go to. any other School» 


than his, tolearn the Are of making much of them- ~ 
felves. . Here is true pleafure ; here is the very fpring 
ofall contentment. Iris the very infcription upon the 


door or entrance of Chrifts School, that Blefid are the - 


poor in {pirit, bleffed are the pure in beart, bliffed are the 
meek, blefed are the peaceable, bleed are the merciful, 


\ yea blefed are they that mourn, and that luffer for righte- 


oufne(s fake. Nor are thefe ‘vain brages, and empty: 
boafts, like the Papers which mperae fet cipal 
pots pretending to the cureof all difeafes. Burif any 


man will ery, he fhall find all this to be the very truth: 
fhe fhall preach this doétrine himfelf to the world : 
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__ fas only brings true reft to their fouls and bodies, Nor 

is the tryal of fuch difficulty that you or any man elfe 
fhouldrefufe ic. When you have left my company, 
and are. retired to your felf, do but fix your mind, as 
_ long as you are wont todo on leffer bufineffes, upon 


_ thefe truths, that Fe/ws is exalted atthe right hand of 


God, that he hath received a Kingdom and Glory from 


fhall avow it confidently co all that he meets, that e- 


the Father, that he hath power to raife upyou to fic — 


with him in his Throne, that he will infallibly take 


you up tohimfelf, thac you may be there where he is, . 


~ and behold the Glory which God hath given him; and 


then tell me if ever you felt any thing touch your heart: 


with fucha pleafure as the bare contemplation of thofe 
divine enjoyments, The very fancy of chem is delight- 
ful. Such adream, if aman was in it, he would nor 
lofe for all chat he feeshere. He would be troubled 
tobe awaked, and fhue his eyes again, withing that 
-itmay knownoend. And therefore the afiurance of 
thefe things to be a certain truth which the Holy 
 Ghoft coming down from Jefus hath given cous, matt 
needs give us a far greater fatisfaction. A fatisfaction 
_-as much beyond that of fancy, as a fenfible enjoyment 
 isbeyonda dream. And what the contentment will 
- beifwe fuffer thefe truths to go down to our hearts, 
to ravith our wills, to breathe into us the Love of Je- 
fas, and co bring all thofe Bldfed Vertues into our 
efteem and affection, | have not power enough toex- 
prefs, Butas you love yout foul, do not deny it your 
beft endeavour, that.before tits day be at anend, you 
may havea real feeling of it. 


And now it may be fic for your fuller.convidion in 
this particular, co-bid you turn your eyes to the con- 
Ll dition 


. ditiowof other men who are ingaged in a quite con- 


trary courfe: and you will foon fee that to bea plea- _ 
fant path wherein I condué you, by the mifery and: — 
confufion which you will difcern in their lives. Ic will 

not be long before you be fatisfied, thac.they are not 


ina ftate of Nature. They will prefently difcover to 


you, that they arenot as they fliouldbe: Nay, that © 
they would be fomething elfe, than what they are, 

and that long ufe and cuftom hath rendred contradi- 
ations familiar.to them. There is not one of them but 
he loves that which he hates, and purfues that which 
he flyes, and praifes that which he cannot bur alfo dif- 
commend. ‘There are ftrange {editions and clafhings 
in their defires, and they.are tofled about with I know 
not how many contrary winds. They all defire co 
be rich, and. yet this very defire will not let thembe 
fo. They fear nothing more than need, and yer they 
are ever in great want, and cannot befilled, For they 
alwayes think that which they have to be lefs than _ 
that which they have not; and they take that which 


is prefent to be folitrle, that it is not worth their no- — 


tice in compare of what they expect in time to come. — 
And is there any greater confiftency in their defires. 
of pleafure? Alas! they purfue mirth, but they ever 
pull upon their heads a great deal of forrow. They 
would have nothing at all but fweernefs; and the 
more greedy they are of it, the greater is their bitter- 
nefs, When they think to heighten their delights , 
they quite deftroy them, and take them away... When 
they would leave no place empty, they are fo full, thar 
‘they cannot feelthem, Do younor fee all this verif- - 
ed in drunken fools > Where is their pleafure after - 
their Underftanding is once blafted.with the fumes of 
Wine? A Spunge is as good a Judge as they of plea- 
| | * fures, 
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fares, which, without any difference, fucks in the bet 


and the worft of liquors. And as for Death, Which 


of them is there that doth not-fear ic, and yet they 


 takeno careat allto live: They dread difeafes, and 


-yetthey will not abftain from noxious and unwhole- 
~ fome things. When any trouble falls upon them, then 


they wifh they were out of the world, and blefs thofe 


that are dead, and yet when death comes, though | 


they are never fo ill, they with it would ftay a little 


Jonger. They hate many times to live, and yet they » 


are afraid to dye. They think them happy who are 


-in the other world, but yer they-are loath to come 


among them. ‘They cry out of the evils which they 


fuffer, and yet they would fain fpin out the moft-mi- — 


ferable life to che greateft length, But there is ano- 


‘ther thing char is ftranger than this. — For you have 
ofcen heard chem cofnplain (Ibelieve) of the great. 
fearcity of time, and yet which of themis there that is - 


not fo prodigal of it, as if he had halfan Age to fpare ¢ 


They fay that ic runs away very fwiftly fromas, aad 


~~ yet they fpur on their hours, and would have them 


 flye away fafter than they do, as if they had too ma- 
- nyof them, There are but a few feafons, they fay, 


in time, and yet they let thofe opportunities grow old 
in their hands, and fuffer them to be bald before they 
mind to apprehend them. And did you ever mark 


how they deal one with another? Each man fufpeas. 


his fellow, becaufe he deferves to be fufpeaed himfelf, 
Every one is afraid to be deceived, and labours all he 
canto deceive. He hatha great mind to be revenged, 


and yer he wou'd nor have Juftice if felf rake any ven- 
geance ofhim. He hates Tyranny, and yet he would _ 
fain be the Tyrant. He would have all men fubje& to 
thofe Laws, which-he hath no mind co obferve. He 
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accufes many things as bafe, but will not ftick to do 
them. And on the contrary, he holds good fortune in 
sreat eftimation; but cares not a ruth for vertue, which 
yet he acknowledges deferves only to be fortunate. 
Philofophers:themfelves have been afhamed to fee how 
they all behave themfelves in every condition like un- 
conftant fools. They abhorr War, but cannot telf 
how to livein Peace, They are miferably dejected if 
they be made flaves, but are fo infolent in liberty, 
that they draw fervitude upon them, They defire 
children, and when they have them take nocare about 
them. They wonld leave them eftates, but no vere 
tue to ufe them well, and to prefervethem, They de- 
fire co have their family alway flourifh; but breed 
them fo, as if they meant it fhou!d dye with the next 
Generation. Nay, God himfelf is not better ufed by 
them. Forthey pray tohim, as ifhe was able to do 
them good, and yer they affront him, as if it was n@e 
in his power to do them hurt. At other times they 

fear him, as if he could feverely punifh, and yer for- 

{wear themfelves, as if he had no Being but only when 
they pleafed. But that I may not run into infinite par- 
ticulars, lec us-once for all take a view of thofe who 
would attain. to: great honours, and fee by wharc low, 
mean and fervile practices they labour to afcend ynto 
them. There is nothing which their heare abhorrs 
more than. fubjection to.others, and yet they are forced 
to the bafeft proftrations. They ftoop to the very 


. feet of.thofe, upon whofe heads they would tread. 


They kifs thofe hands, which they wifh a thoufand 
times were cut off, ifthey oppofe their defigns. Their 


very idlenefs is in ation day and night. The comple- 


ments and ceremonies they beftow upon uther tars 
a bufinefs of greater trouble, than theruling of Pro- 


vinces, 


Pr 
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vinces, and difpofing of Kingdoms, It may feem 
ftrange, but there is nothing truer, That if ajman 
would climbtothe higheft place in the world, itis ne- 
ceflary he fhould become Jame, and breath fhort, and 
talse {uch lictle fteps, as if along Ague had but juft lefc 
bim ro the ufe of his leges ; and in one word, feem al- 
cogether unfit for the bufinefs he defigns. You know 
what a glory it isto be the fuppofed Head of all Chri- 
“ftendom, And yer they that are well acquainted 
with the wayes to that office, tell us in plain terms, thac 
he muft keep his Bed, and ufe all the Arts which Phy- 
fick can affift him withall, not to be well, but to be ill ; 
who hopes to attain that dignity, He muft put him- 
felf into a feavourifh heat; he muft beg the help of de- 
fluxions and catarrhs; he muft procure a pale look, 
and ameagre afpect ; he muft cough as if he was cal- 
ling for his grave; or elfe he muft lofe that place 
which will not come at eafier rates. And now what 
_ think you? Are not thefe fine wayes to glory> Have 
not they a great mind totrouble themfelves, that pur- 
- chafe trouble at fo great a price> For the rifing to 
_ highplaces (asa wife man of our own obferves) is ve- 
_ ry laborious, and by pains men come to greater pains : 
Nay, it isfometimes very bafe, and by indignities men 
come to dignities. Perhaps this ambitious: fool doth. 
flatter continually shofe whom he hates: He applauds 
and praifes thofe whom he defpifes : He admires all 
that is ill done: He approves of allthat a wicked and 
debauched appetite defires: He {peaks againft his con- 
. fceience, and {miles on him whom he could bite and 
faften: his teeth upon with all his hearr, He diffembles: 
all his refenrments ; and though he love revenge as 
well ashis life, yet he is put tothe pains of ftifling all 
thofe paflions which are its site There is a fire 
| 3 ’ in: 


in his bones, and he dare not give itthe leaft vent, hac 
others may feel itas well as himfelf. He fwallows all — 
the affronts which a Porter gives him at a Great 
‘mans Gate; and he bribes thofe with gifts whom he ~ 
wifhes dead, that he might enjoy their places. And 
when he is mounted to the top of his defires, I befeech. 
‘you, on what Pinnacles doth he tread? Which 
are fo fmall, thae there is but a little becween him and 
the danger ofafall, and withall fo fharp, that they 
wound the feet which tread upon them. And did 
you never perceive the delight that fome men take in 
langhing atthe meannefs of the extraction of this Me- 
teor? The greateft honours are not able to cieanfe 
the blemifhes of his family. And when he hath done 
all chat he can, bold fpirits will throw in his face rhe 
dirt from whence he is {prung; and wound him with a 
remembrance that he is but a New Man, 


But then if one of chefe perfons chance to drop down 
to the place where he was before, and become the ob- 
je of {corn, in what a fad conditionishe? When the 
Play is ended, and the high-heel'd Buskins are pull’d 
off which raifed him above others, .and.the gaudy 
cloaths are torn from his back, and he returns to his 
firft form ; he becomes a defpicable creature even to 
himfelf. So mad a thing it isto judge of a man by 
the height of honour, to which he is advanced, for itis 
as if you would take the meafure of a ftatue by the pe- 
deftal on which it ftands, But befides all this, the 
confcience he hath of his crimes will render him ftill 
moremiferable, becanfe it will. ever put him in mind 
that hedeferves his mifery, And astor ochers, it will 
likewife bea dangerous thing for amy man to undet- 
take the protection or comfort of fuch aperfon, who 


1$ 


axe 


is known to. have merited his- misfortune. Nay more 
than this we have heard of fuch fools, that before they 


~ fad loft all their imaginary happinefs, have deprived. 


themfelves- of the remainder, out of vexation that it: 


“did not cofitinue as great as before, So thar great 


glutton Apitivs having wafted the beft pare of his 
eftate, and finding bat cwo hundred thoufand Crowns: | 
remaining; imagined himfelf a Beggar, and drunk a 


"draught of poifon, becaufe he thought he had not fuf- 


ficient to maintain his ancientrior, ~For which he was 
foundly jeered by one of the Sages of thofe dayes, who 


 faid this was the moft wholefome draught that every he 


made, which put an end tofuch a diffolute life, 


Thus, you fee, thefe vicious men are fo hated while - 


they arealive, and their memory is fo perfecuted when 


they are dead, that I believe you would not ftand in 


one of their places. And the more injuries they have: 


done to others, to raife themfelves ; the more odious 


- they grow, and che more curfes follow them to their 
» graves. So coilfome it isto follow thofe courfes, thac 
- men will not fuffer them to reft in peace even in the 

- Sanétuary and common refuge of all the miferable. 


They that did not know how to be revenged on their 
perfons while they were here, are wont to fall upon: 


the Phantafm which they have left of themfelves in 


their imagination’; and to wreak their fpleen upon their 


_ memory, and ftab their reputation. They pleafe chem- 


felves in their greatne({s fora while, and chen they pay 
very dearly for it. Nay, the time of cheir pleafure is 
fo (mall, that they come to it by a farlonger time of 
pains; and when they enjoy it’, we fcarce know 
how to diftinguifh the moments of the one from 


thofe.of theother ; for pains are either mingled wich 
» theirs 
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were come into, 


All which, when Iconfider, it calls tomy mind the 
Srory of the Fool, who pafling thorow the Forreft of — 


Ravenna,ashe came from Rome, filled a whole Waller 
and a Pillow-bear top full of Flyes,Gnats and Hornets, 
of which that place affords good ftore, and of no {mall 


their pleafures, or prefently tread upon the heels of 
them. ce | | a Be 


= 
e ~ ~ 


bignefs, to bring them home with him. Whither when — 


he ‘was artived, he fent to his friends and kinsfolks 
round.abour, defiring tofeethem, that he might pre- 
fent chem with fome rarities and curious things which 
he had brought from Rome. Though they knew 
himtobea Ninny, yet they could not imagine him to 
be fuch a Sot as afterward they found hims bute fan- 
cied chat he might have light upon fomething in his 


Journey, which might be worth one of theirs to go - 


and fee it. But when they were met together, and 
ati Chamber, after many complements - 
and great expectations , he had nothing to entertain 
them withall, buca huge number of thofe troublefome 
creatures which he poured out of his baggs upon thems 
thinking becaufe of their vatious colours, hae they ” 
were precious things, and would yield a fine fight un- 
tohis friends. They laught a little at the jeft ac firft, 
but they foon felt there was no.caufe, when they found 
them about their ears, and flying in their faces, and 


their eyes in fuch a manner, that it was tio fall affi- 


ion and pain unto them, Juft fuch, me-thinks, is 
the condition of thofe wholive in fin, ‘They are pro- 
miled fine things, and fecret delights by the tempra- 
tions which fend to them, and invite chem into their 
fociety, Great hopesare given them of new pleafures, 
and fuch rare fatisfactions as hitherto they have not 


met . 


a 
ra 
: 


met withall, 


~The Parable of the Pilerim. 


ret withall. And they are {uch fools as to believe 
their imagination , or an idle-companion who intices 


_ them by fair fpeeches , though they know very well 


how often'they and othershave been deluded by fuch 
flatteries. The fin indeed feems pretty at the firft; ic 
makes them fome fport for a while, and you think that 

they are much pleafed. But alas! they come a great 

way for that fhort mirth, and itis forrivial, that it is 

not worth a flyes andatlaft they are ftung worfe than 

by a whole neft of angry Wafps. Their confcience is 

alwayes buzzing fome evil in their ears; they are per- 

fecuted by it continually, and it follows them with its 

fecret murmures ; they are tormented as with a {warm 
of Hornets, which will never ceafe to trouble them as 

long as they ftay there, and will nor open the door and 

run away from their fins. 


And truly by ‘this time ic is like you will wonder 


_ that they fhould be content to ftay in theig Company. 


You may.yery well ask, what do thefemen mean thus. 


-totrouble themfelves, when there is fuch a vifible way 


a, 


“to their peace and quiet?) Whydo not they break 
loofe from their fins} and feek their fatisfa&tion in fome 


other courfe? Had they not better become good, than 
be at fo much pains to make themfelves miferably bad > 
They cannot but difcern, fure, that happinef lyes not 
in their Rode; and thacto enjoy repofe, they muftbe- 
come the followers of Vertue. And to tell you my 


-mind plainly, Iverily ghink there is a number of them 


would gladly be her fervants, if to be made fo might 
be wholly the Act of another, and noc at all their 
own. They would think it a bleffed change to do 
well, as naturally as they do ill: if chis New Nature 


would but come into them of it felf, and not require 
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their pains to quit the Old. They commend the 
wayes of Vertue, and think them happy who live tem- 
perately and chafily ; but howto get intothem, there 
js the difficulty. “They would gladly find themfelves 
there the very next moment, bat to travel thitheris a. 
bufinefs of too much labour. Their own lifeisa very 
great trouble to them, bur there is fome trouble alfo 
in the beginning of anew. Though the way chat I 
fhew you be fo pleafanc, that they who are nog inic — 
cannot but have a mind to be tranflated thither; yer 
the entrance of iris not without fome difficulties. The 
ftings which I told you are in their confcience, cannot 
be pulled out without more pain than they are willing” 
roendure. It isa bufinefs of much anguifh to Have 
the wounds which are made in their natures fearched 
and dreffed, and fuch applications made, as will draw 
‘out all the corruption and filth. They had rather 
palliate their fores, than have them raked into, in or- 
der totheir being healed. Itis a new ching to which 
we would ingage them, and they apprehend it fo la- 
-borious alfo, that they think it better to cOfttinue as 
they are, than with a great deal of pains totake up- 
on them another burden. They that are free from 
their prepoffeffions, find excellent things to be very 
irkfome when they firft begin to fer abouc them, With 
what unwillingnefs do children learn their firft ler.’ 
ters, though afterward it prove delightful to be able 
toread¢ And how hard do moft men find the firft 
ftep to any Science, which when they are a lirtle Ma- 
fters of, is infinitely pleafant >“ And therefore every 
one muft expect to find the gate to be ftrait which 
opens to that way wherein you are to travel. There 
all heir old cuftoms are to be put off. There I know 
not how many defires of the flefh areto be denyed and 


left 
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leftbehind. Therea man muft be ftript itatk naked: 


He muft become like a little child, and reduced juitce 
nothing in his own eyes, that fo he may be able to en- 
ter, Andthen alfo there are many ftrange paths pre- 
fent themfelves with which he hath had no acquain- 
tance; which is the canfe that many are affrighted 
and ftare back again, rather chan they will undergo 
the trouble of prefling in at fo ftrait a paflage. Though, 
if ic be well confidered, this is juft fuch a folly as ifa 
man in along Journey perceiving himfelf out of his 
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_ way, fhould chufe ftill to go on in hiserrour, racher 


-than go back again, becaufe of the many wearifome 
fteps which he muft be forced to take before he reco- 
ver the right rode. The further he goes on, the fur- 
oer is he out of his ways; and confequently muft ne- 
x Vv 

pains hereafter, chan thofe which he now avoids. 


But not to deceive you, (nor forget a (hort Anfwer 

- toyour otherdoubt) I muft alfo ler you know, that 
_ the way it felf, for a few of the firft miles, is very nar- 
row as well as the gate ; though afterwards it be as 
wide and broad as heart can wifh. That which aman 
bath put off in refolution at his entrance into che way, 
he may find ftill to hang upon him when he comes to 
move, and very loath to be quite fhaken off,. His de- 
fires which he had contracted, may begin to ftir and 
to inlarge themfelves, and complain that they are con- 
fined too much, and reduced into too narrow a room, 
And fo it will ftill feem,till by often denyals they grow 
content, and make room for nobler defires to {pring 
upin him. Then will he think himfelf prefled and 
ftraitned no more, when he finds his foul inlarged ano- 
ther way, and his appetites carried unfatiably toward 
; Min 2 ee A VINET 


r come tohis Journeys end, unlefs it be with greater | 


*  diviner objets. Thenhewill not fay he is pent up, | 


~The Parable of the Pilgrim. 


when he feels chat the retrenching of his worldly de- 
fires hath fet. his heart at liberty to go whither it na- 
tutally would, without any reftraints upon it. He will 
find chat he is at eale by being ftraitned , that he hach 
got his freedom by being boundup; and that he en- 
joyes as much as he defires, by denying and pareing of 
his defires, It may feem indeed a ftrange way of en-— 
larging our fouls, by bringing theit deiires intoanar- 
row compa{s: butif you confider it, there is nothing 
truer, than that it is much better, and more to our con- 
tent, not to defire fome things at all; than cto defire 
them, and withall to have them as muchas we defire. 
As for example ; we fee men mad to have their fill of 
bodily pleafure. But how dothit fare with them at 
that feafon ¢ Have not thefe defires brought a torment 
cothem? No doubr they have much more pleafure 
then in abftaining from that of which they were fo 
greedy; than in continuing to enjoy it. Why fhouldit- 
not be thought betrer than to do that out of yertue 
which difordered fulnefs forcesthém to? Is it not 
much more eligible to abftain out of choice, than not 
to forbear till we are conftrained.? Yes verily ; and men 
would receive a greater fatisfaction in fubduing fuch 
mad defires, than itis poffible todo inthe fulfilling of 
them, [tis with thefecarnal people, faith one of the 


old DireGtors in the way to Jerufalem, asifa man fhould 


be fo dry, that hecalls for one cup ‘afteranother, and 
though he drink never fo much, yet cannot quench his 
thirft.Certainly fucha man cannot be efteemed happy, 
becaufe he never wants liquor, but hath ftill at hand as 
much as he defires. No, he isthe happy man , who 


. feeling nothirft, is free from this neceffity of drinking 


fo much, andis no way urged to defireit. For the firft 
a is 


* 


is like a man inaburning feavour, and the other like 
one that injoyes a perfect health. And there is ano- 
ther of them alfo who verifies this in his own example, 
For he confeffes, thac walking cne day with fome 
friends through the City of dé/an, having his head 
full of an Oration he was to make in the Emperours 
praife, and his heart chirfting after Glory and prefer- 
ment, which he thought it would procure him; and 
therewith very much contentment: He chanced to 
__caft his eye upon a Beggar, who having newly received 
an Alms, was very blithe, and of a pleafanr counte- 
nance, At which{pectacle, he fetcht a deep fighy and 
faid to his company, What a mifchief is this that I 
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fhould chus drag my own infelicity after me by the fu-. , 


ry of my defires, and with fo muchtrouble feek in vain 
for thae fatisfaction, which this poor fellow is already 
arrived at, without fo much ado? - Ic is better by far 
to have none of thefe longings, then to take fuch pains, 
and perhaps without any fruit, to give them content- 
ment. If we fhould have all thac our defires crave, 
_yetitisafhorter way tomake us happy, To be with- 


~outthem, For why do wedefire thofe pleafures or 


honours fo inordinately 2? Is it not for the fatisfaétion 
and joy which we expe&to meet withinthem¢ But 
that we may have fooner if we can be rid of thofe de- 
fires. Efpecially fince by wanting them, the foul hath 
leave to fill ic felf with better pleafures. Such plea- 
fures as we cannot defire, but we fhall have chem: and 
which we cannot have, but we {hall be filled: and 
which by filling of us doonly more inlarge our fouls 
that we may receive a greater fulnefs, 


But there is fomething ftill more confiderable in 
thofe words of Fe/us, which have occafioned this dif- 
: M 
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whereby he expreffes the condition of the Way, it doth 
not feem to fignifie fo much the narrowne/s of it, as the 
roughness, froninefs, and external difficulties wherewith 
iris incumbred. Thereare many afflictions and crofies 
which may lye in this way ; and they deterr fo much 
the more delicate fort, thatthey feemto be the great. | 
e(t rub they meet wichall, and -the ftrongeft objection 
which they make againft what I have faid of the plea- 
fure of thefe paths. But let mecell you, chat if you 
imagine it to be far more pleafant to live after the 
flefhy then to take up your Crofs and follow Chrift in 
his fufferings ; there isnot a groffer errour that can 
poflefs your mind, For he was made perfect through 
fofferings: And there was a joy [et before bien which made 
him endure the Crofs: And bis followers bid us al fo rejoyce 
in as much as we are partakers of the fufferings of Chrift, 
that when his Glory fhall be revealed, we may be glad alfo 
with exceeding jsy. Nay, for the prelent they fay we 
{hall feel our felves happy if we be reproached for the — 
name of Chrift, for the Spirit of Glory and of God reff. 
eth uponus, cis a moft Heroick and Divine temper 
of mind which exprefles ic felf in meek and chearful 
fuffering Then we have opportunity to ufe the moft 
clorious vertues, Then -thofe Graces of God fhine — 
moft iliuftrioufly, which elfe would be obfcured. And- 
therefore one of thefe great fouls cryes out and fayes, 
Bebold, we count them happy which endure, The braveft 
men that ever the world bred, were of the mind that 
there were no-joves comparable to thofe, which are 
proper to couragious and patient Vertue. Tt was impof- 
fible to gratifie them mores; you could-not lay an 
higher obligation upon them, then-if you prefented - 
them with an occafion to fhew their Conftancy, their 
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courfe, for if the propriety of that word be examined, 


I do not think wh unfit for my converfe) that it is 


bles are the Antagonifts of Vertuons fouls, without 
whom they could not be lawfully ccowned. The Ge- 
nerofity then of Chriftian Religion, I am fure, is fuch, 
chacic will make you welcome Crofles, and ftretch out 
your arms to receive them with more refolution and 
chearfulnefs then ever Pagans did, You have beena 
School. boy, it is like, in your time, and then you could 
not but hear as wellas I the ftory of Wifes, How he: 
-_ was perfecuted at home and abroad; how he encoun- 
tred Gyants, barbarous and inhofpitable people ; how 
, he was-in danger of Witchcraft and inchantments 5 
underwent cold Winters, Shipwracks, and Beggary, 
being forced to wander about in raggs: And | canre- 
ceive no other account of allthis from the Wife men atar. Ty, 
of thofe dayes, buethar, he being a good man, God “J: +. 
was pieafed.in meer love and friend{hip to him thus to 
exercife and try his Vertue; propofing him as an ex- 
ample of the contentmenc which both God himfelf, 
and vertuous fouls do take in their induring the hard- 
fhips which Heavenlayes uponthem. And what do 
they fay, think you, of that great man Hercules, the be-. 
ginning of whofe ftory you heard befo:e > They tell 
us thathe was beloved of God, and had the higheft 
place 
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place in his favour ; nay, they call him his fon, and fay, 
that God committed to him the Government of the . 


World: And yerhe was alwayes aflaulced with fome 


Monfter or other, and God would not fuffer his own ~ 
child (as one of them {peaks ) to be nurfed up in idle- 
ne{s and the delicacies of life. No, he fought with 
Lions, and Boars, and Serpents, and Tyrants, and 
Theeves; and he was appointed togravel into ftrange 
lands, to crofs dangerous Seas, and to go through ter- 
rible wilderneffes and defarrs; And all to teftifie the 
favour of Heaven to him that would thus imploy him. 
No doubt his Father could have freed him trom fuch « 
conflicts, but he would not; becaufe ( as they render 


- thereafon) it @ net lawful for bimto will any thing but 


that which is beft and moft excellent. Or he might have — 
freed himfelf, and perhaps fome men would have ad- 
vifed him to flee thefe dangers, and rather to quit his 
place, then expofe his life to fo many hazzards. But 


they knew not the pleafure which he found in his 


heart, when he remembred that he was thought wor- 
thy by God tobe fingled out to be his Champion; and 
that Heavenhad not an ill opinion of him, nor judged 
him a weak and effeminate perfon. It was a ftrange 


contentment alfo to imagine that all thefe dangers 


prefented themfelves only that he might overcome 
them; and he fele that there waSnor half fo much 
pains in fighting, as there was pleafaré in the ver 

hopes of having the Victory. Nay, ifhe had perifhed 


in theencounter, fo he had carried Victory out of the 


World with him, he would have thought himfelf 
crowned with an high fatisfaGtion. He would have 
thought that he dyed more happily then Cowards 
live ; and that it was more glorious thus to end his 
cayes, then tofpin them ont bafely to the longelt Age, 


Befides, 


The Parable of the Pilgrim 
Befides, herein there being fo confiderable a proof of 
the fincerity and fidelity of fuch perfons unto God, ic 
cannot but pleafe them very much to refle@ upon it. 


It yields them a great joy to remember that they have 
his approbation, and that after many fiery tryals, he 


finds that they are not indued with a counterfeit Ver- 
tue. Nay, it is fomejoytothink thac their enemies 


~ judge them fo confiderable , as to raife fuch mighty 


forces againft them, and fight fo many battels with 
them, They affure them hereby, that they are more 


in their account, than they could wifh. And that power . 


which gave them a fhock, but could not thake them, 
doth demonftrate the folidicy of their fouls, and 


the great ftrength they have to refiftefuch forcible 
impreflions, — . 


Ido not know whether it be a tale orno, but I have 
been told that among other wayes, the Queen of Sheba 
tryed the wifdom:of Solomon, by offering certain Boyes 
and Girles to be diftinguifht one from the other by 


- him, when they were pnt into the very fame garb, and 


their bodies : And thache calling for fome cold water, 
commanded them all to wafh themfelves. . Into which 


a 


- had been taught the fame geftures and carriage of , 


the youths plunging their hands boldly, and then © 


rubbing their faces very hard; and the orhers tender- 


ly dipping their fingers, and only fleaking their faces 
over with its he foon. difcerned the difference, and 
feparated them according to their fexes. Hardfhips 
will make a true proof of the ftrength and mafculine 


force of our fpirits. - Profperity (as a wife man of later 
times obferves) doth beft difcover Vice, and Adver- 


ficy makes the beft difcovery of Vertue. And as the 
one iS not without many fears and diftafts; fo the 
ead Na other 
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other is not without its hopes and comforts; of which 
this is not the leaft, that God thinks us worthy to be the 


men, in whom he would make an Experiment, what 
Chriftian fouls are able to faffer. The Vertue of Profpe- 


sity is Temperance, and the Vertue of Adverfity is 


Fortitude; which in the account of all the world is— 
the more Heroical of the two, ‘and yields the greateft 
Triumphs. Nay, He fears not to fay, that Profperity 
is the blefling of the Old Teftamenr, and Adverfity is 
the blefling of the New, which carries the greater be- 
nediction, and the clearer revelation of Gods favour, 
And therefore do not take that ill, which to fucha 


‘man as you is a mark of the Divine Love. Be not un- 


willing that God fhould do you an honour, and be- 
ftow upon you ablefling. Let him have thepleafure 
of feeing you behave your felf gallantly. Denyhim 
not that {peétacle which is not to be had in Heaven, | 

and for which he manifefted himfelf in flefh, Let ic nor 
repent him of his choice, if he pick our you for fome 
notableCombate. The General appoints the ftoutett 
men for the hardeft fervices, And they do notfay, He 
bears an ill will to us, and owes us a fpite; but he. 


_ hathan high opinion of us, and intends to dous cre- 


dite Do you now iffue forth with an heart full of the 
fame thoughts, and take my word you fhall never want 
the nobleft pleafures. You will thank God for placing 
you in the foremoft rank of Chriftian Souldiers. You 
will praife him for efteeming a poor Pilgrim capable 
of {uch atchievements. - You will rejoyce to fee your 
felf herein preferred before the Angels: For if they 
can do more than you, yet you can fuffer more than 
they. Nay, you will find your felf in the fellowfhip 
of the Son of God, who was never fo glorious as when 
he-hung uponthe Crofss never triumphed fo muchas 

7 when 
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How the Pilgrim and his Guide parted. And with what 


abrave Refolution he began his Fourney. 


A 7 Hen the Good Father (for fo we will hereafcer 
call him ) had faid thofe words with fome 
other to the fame effeét; he told him, that now he 


thoughcit would be an injurious a@ to hinder him any 


longer by his difcourfes, from going to prove the truth 
of what had been faid. If Tama cercury (continued 
he with aliccle {mile) as you have been pleafed to fan- 
cy, I may have leave to make ufe of my wings and fly 


away. There remains nothing now to be done, but 


that which I cannot do for you ; and the greateft cour- 
tefie that is 5 inmy power, is to keep you no longet 


from doing it your felf. Whereupon, afrer he had ex- 


horted him briefly to be {trong in the Grace of Fe/us 


_ Chrift, and toendure hard(hip as a good Souldier of 


his, He bade him heartily farewel, and put himfelf into 
a pofture of departing. But the Pilgrim being forely 
afflicted within himielf at this news, fuddenly caught 
hold of his Garment, which gently moved towards him 
as he turned about; and in a conteft berweea joy and 
erief, uttered thefe words, as: well as thofe paffions 


. would give himleave. Lee me intreat you, Dear Sir, 


to prolong your patience fo far, as before you go away 
to receive my thanks for the good Diredtions you have 
furnifhed mewithall and to give your Bleffing like- 
| Nnz wile 


_ when he feemed to be trampled under feet; and then 
Spoiled principalities and powers, when he was robbed 
of all, and loft even life it felf. , 
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wife upon a poor heart that is refolved by the help of 
Heaven inftantly to fet forth ia this way which you 
have defcribed. IfI had been born your Son, [could 
not have thought my obligations grearer to you, than _ 
now I feelthem. Nay, I thall cake the-liberry co fay, 
That I ftand more indebted to your Piety, than I do 
to Nature. For fancy oft-times makes Parents, but 
it is only reafon, truth any goodnefs which have tyed - 
my hearttoyou. And therefore fince I am the iffue 
of your mind, you may juftly expect a greater reve- 
rence, love and obedience to your commands, than if 
I was the iffue of your body. I have heard your dif- 
courfe Sir, with greatattention; I have markt every 
particular paffage of it with diligence and cares and — 
{uch aguft hath every word given me which dropt 
from your mouth, thatit hath feemedto me not many 
minutes long. Itisnor tobe expreffed how your Gol- 
den Sentence pleafeth me, which you have pnt into my 
mouth. I am refolved to go along -this Journey; - 
chaunting itcontinually, with nolefs delight than the 
Birds are wont todo their Melodies. Nay, I cannot 
forbear (and be not weary, I beleech youSir, if 1 old 
you longer than I thought) but I muft here before you 
renounce my. own proper will, and proteft that de- 
fire nothing but to be what Fe/us would have me, and 
to be where Je/us, you fay, will bring me, O thou ene- 
my of God! my felf-will, that haft reigned fo long, 
come down irom thy Throne. 1 proclaim War againft 
thee, and am refolved from this day forward to op- 
pofeall thy defires. 1 fer my felf here in open defiance 
tothees I will have no peace with thee for one mo- 
ment; becaufe chou art no friend of God, towhomI 
now deliver my felf. Let him be pleafed to come and 
reign inmy heart, for I am ablolutely his. May it be 
: Sgr: is 
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his will toaccepe ofa poor Slave, that devotes-all his 


powersto his fervice, This I will beg of him’ perpe- 


. tually, that he would vouehfafe to let me know what 
- his will is; and that fhall be my Guide, though my 


own will be never fo defirous to hold a contrary 
courfe. — Let it pain me, or let it pleafe me, Iam refol- 
ved to bind my felf faft to God ; thar he may carry me 
not whither I would, buc whicher himfelf chinks good, 
Say the word, O my God, and it is enough: I am pre- 
pared to beconducted by thee. Lead me whither thoy 
wilt, O thou blefled Providence; thou thale have 
a faithful follower of thy wife Counfels. Iam no Jon- 
ger affiaid of anydangers. Thofe terrible Montftets, 


Poverty, Reproach, and all che reft, do ftrike no dread 


at all into me. Farewell offices and honours, if you 
muft be the recompence of crimes, Farewell my 


_ friends, if I muft be the companion of your fins. Fare- 


well all the world, if it muft be the price of my foul; 
But asfor you Sir, 1am loath to bid you farewell. I 


muft be {natched, rather than go from your compa- , 


ny. Foryou are my Father, my Oracle, a Meflenger 


~ fent from Godto bring metohim. And if you willgo 
to Heaven without me, I pray you once more to receive 
‘my acknowledgements, which teftifie that I would’ 


thank youif I were able, both for your former Dise@i- 
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ons, and for this Patience, ig 


Truly (replyed the Father) I think my felf rather 


_ obliged to thank you moft heartily thar you would 


come to me, and being come, that you would hear 
me not only with Patience, but Acceptance, For 
there is nothing I am fo greedy of, as to meet 
witha foul thatis fincerely defirous to know the way 
to Ferufalems neither e I know any pleafure equal 
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to that of pouring out my heart into fach thirfty 


Waters of Life which flow from Wifdome’s lips. And 
that fame Fe/us, who, I fee, hath touched your heart 
already with his Love, ard excited you to take this 
Journey; give you his Bleffing, and fend his Spirie 
the Comforter to accompany you in your travels, and 
aflign you to fome good Angel of his thar may con- 
div@ you to that happy place, the Heavenly Ferufa- 
lem, where he lives, In the way to which Fam fo 


defirous you fhould enter, thac I will not be your ~ 


hinderance by any further difcourfes; but thall be ve- 
ry glad, as 1 told you, to find you in fafety arrived 
there, where we (hall never part more, nor have any 
caufe to fay this fad word; Farewell, : 


Maft I parethen with you, fa'd the Pilgrim ? 
Here he made a paufe, and tears {poke the reft of 
his mind: for I could hear never a word he faid , 
till aftera great many fighs he thus proceeded : Well, 
let it be fo. It is pare of my duty, you f. y, 0 
be contented with every thing. And therefore I 
now freely refume my former refolation, and fay in~ 
the words (1 hope in the Spirit alfo) of Jefus, 
Not my will, O Lord, but thy Will be done, Only 
lec meagan renew my defires that you would accom- 
“pany me ever with your good Prayers, for I hope it is 7 
not too great a gratification of my felf ro be pleafed 
in your friendfhip, and.in the belief thar you remem- 
ber me: Nor will it be accounted a crime that 1 am 
not willing to beleft out of your thoughts, efpecially 
when they are adcrefied in devout {upplications to 
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minds, unlefs it be this of feeing them rellith thofe 
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jefus. \ have been long. perfwaded that I ufe to _ 


profper the better in all my defigns for the good 
. , | withes 


more fervent Devotions. And therefore ic will be 
atthe moft but a pardonable errour, if [ do with 
- fome Paffion beg the prayers of foch a perfon as you. 
are, andif I comfore my felf fometimes with the inte- 
. refslhave inyouandthem, Efpecially finceI fee by 
-~ your charitable inftrudtions, and the patience you have 

~ufed towards me, that you have an heart {fo full of Love 
and Goodrefs, that ic will neither fuffer you toremem- 
ber me coldly, nor to be weary in recommending me 
to the Grace of God, 


The Father would not make any long reply to thefe 
words, for fear they fhould never break off, but be al- 
wayes linke together by the chains of this pleafing con- 

verfation, and the delight which he perceived began 
to {pring up in him by the interchanging fo many ex- 


 preffionsof their mutual Love, But after he had affu- 


red him by a folemn promife that he would never fail 
‘to commend him to the love and care of Fe/ws, they 
took their leave one of the other, not without a great 
many embraces, and hearty wifhes to fee each other 
- again in peace at Jerwfalem. 


You may be fure the Pilgrim could not but often re- 
fleé&t with a fad heart upon this dear perfon whofe 
counfels he carried along with him in his breaft. And 
_ while the image of him was fo frefh in his mind, it did 
not alittle wound him thathe could enjoy no more 
then chat fhadow of his friend. Sometimes he com- 

od . plained 


lerim, 


plained of the imperfections of this ftate, and the mi- 
feries of the world, that will not ler thofe who love’ 
moft, be moft together, Sometimes he blamed his owa 
unworthinefs, which made fuch a felicity as the con-. 
{tant company of fo good amantoogreat forhimto — 
poflefs. Sometimes he calledhim back, and wifhed in - — 
his heart that he would return. And by and by he 
was ready to follow after him, and thought he could 
fiy prefently into his embraces; fo ftrong were the 
defires he feleof being with him. But in the midft of 
thefe reftlefs thoughts, which for a little fpace were 
tofied up and down in his mind; It pleafed God to re- 
member him of the Vow he had made of his will to 
him, He put him in mind that he ftood ftill all this 
while, though he was info great an agitation, and that 


_to follow his Friend, would be to go back from his Re- 


folucion, and that he had more then the image of his 
body to bear him company, there being left behind the 
very picture of his foul defcribed in thofe Directions 
which he had beftowed uponhim. Such thoughts as 
thefe put away that fic of paflion wherein he was in- 
gaged, and caufed the qualm chat went over his heart 
to vanifh, So that now loofened fromall the worl (as: 
he thought) he blefied himfelf, and without any dif- 
campolure took his {taff in his hand and faid: From — 
this moment farewell all miy formerenjoyments; Do — 


not trouble me; for I now begin my defigned Pilgri- 


mage. lam nought, Ihave nought, 1 defire noughs byt 
to be with Pefus at Ferufalem.~ 9 Ps: 


i Ory yet 


a 
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of fundry troubles which hapned to the Pilgrim in his Trae 
-vels, And kow he was d:livered out of them, 


- Fine Sunfhine-morning it was when he firft went. 

“4 out of his doors; The Air was perfumed with the 

_ {weet Odors which the Sunexhaled from the flowers, 
the Birds whiftled and fung their Hymns to him that 
made that glorious Light; and there was no hedge 
thac he pafied by, but. ic welcomed him with fome new 
Songs and Pleafures, nor any Traveller he mec, but 
wifhed him, Good fpeed, He was fo much pleafed in 
_ every thing that he faw and heard, in ail the Works of 
~ God, inhis Word which hebare in his Mind, in the 
f{moothnefs of the Way, inthe remembrance of the 
Father helefr, in the affurance he had of his Prayers, 
and fuch like things, chat he never thought himfelfac 
home, till now thathe had no home atall, but was 
 feeking one. He could do nathing but compofe Praifes 
~ t0 God ; nothing but laud the Name of Jelus thathad 
_ brought him into fo happy a condition; and by his 
good will he would have made this the bufinefs of all 
the day tofing a certain Ditty, the beginning and the 
end of which (I remember) was nothing but this, Ble/s - 
the Lord O my Soul, Whether it was the novelty of 
thofe Objects that prefented themfelves, or the Great- 
nefs and Beauty of them, or the good Society he met 
- withall, or an immediate touch. from that Spiric which 
the Good man pray’d might be his Companion, or all 
thefe, or any other thing, that made him fo merry, | had. 
not leifure roexamine; but he was never known in all 
Oo his 
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his life to ave expreffed fo muchcontentment in any 
condition, as in this Pilgtimage wherein he was in- - 

gaged to Jerufalem, 9 


Yet he had not pafled many weeks in thefe rapru- 
rous joys (for they were little lefs ) before he found 
them fo much abated, tat he thought himfelf lefs hap- 
py then be imagined. The wayes were grown a little 
more rugged, the Heaven began to be overcalt, and 
the Country through which he went was more barren, 
and yielded not thofe Fruits which he had before 
tafted; which together with other things caft him in-. 
toadamp, and procured to his foul more fadnefsthen © 
fhe ufed to be acquainted withall. At the firft indeed 
he was only moved to fome wonderment to find fuch 
analteration, and thought that in half a dayes travel, 
or fucha f{pace, he fhould recover more pleafant paths. 
But when he found, contrary to his expectation that 
they ftill continued uneafie, and likewife chanced to 
fee fome of his old Companions, who called to him at 
fome diftance, and perfwaded him to go back again ; 
he was much affrighted, and began to feel wildimagi- 
nations roving about his Soul, and ftrange defires of 
quitting a courfe which was like to prove fo ungrate- 
ful to that pare of him which was moft concerned in. 
the things of this World, For it was reprefented to 
his thoughts, that the enfuing part of the rode was very 
dangerous, befec with Theeves and many Difficulties, 
tedious, and ofaftrange lengths and, befides that he 
might be ina wrong way, it was very doubtful whe- . 
ther there was fuch a place or no ashe fancied, feeing 
no body had been there, From all which, and many 
other confiderations they told him it was moft advife- 
able if he confulted his own peace, to return with 

ng them 
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getting better aca place which neither he, nor any of 
his friends had feen, — ; | 


“But thought this Puth by the unexpectednefs of it, 
made him reel and ftagger a little, yet he foon recol- 


—Jeéted himfelf: and calling to mind what he had been 


taught, and repeating that charm (as Timay call ic) 
which he alwayeshad about him, 7 ams nought, I have 


~ nought, ec. he found himfelf as firm in his refolution, 


as ifhe had not been atall aflauleed, Shall 1 forfake 


my Lord (faid he to himfelf) fo foon as ever I have 


- begun his fervice’? Is it handfome for me to recoil, 
_ meerly from the noife and report of dangers > What a 
~ Coward fhallI for everhold my felf, if [run away be- 


- fore my enemies be in view, upon a rumour of their 
-ftrength and power? J will march up towards them, 


--andatleaftlookthem intheface.. I wilnorc cruft this 


San eee 


Fame which all the world hath branded fora Lyar: 
Since common obfervation alfo tells us, that the Lyon 


isnot foterrible as heis painted. Mach more he {pake 
 tothiseffect, which moved him toa kind of indignari- 


oa againft himfelf that he should (9 muchas (hriak back 
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them to his former habitation, and his ancient neigh- 


~ bours: who were all very forry to hear-that he had quit 
_ his prefent poffeffions, inthey knew not what hopes of — 


thus early, before {ufiicient tryal, and upon fuch fleight — 


information, 


And yet it was not at all to his difadvantage that he 


had felt this fhock, bucic rather had many happy ef- 


- feéts upon him: likea fit or two of an Ague, which is 


thought rather wholefome, then to deferve the name 
of a Difeafe, For as it gave him more underftanding 
in che nature of hisway (of che fmoothne{s of which 

iy O02 not- 
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notwithftanding all that had been faid, he too much 
prefumed) and made him watchful becaufe he fawhe 
- could not pafs without fome enemies: Soit gave him 


‘fome degree of courage, becaufe he perceived they — 
might be overcome , and confirm’d his belief of the - 


-Wifdom of his DireGtor who foretold thefe troubles ; 
and gave a proof withall of the efficacy, Of that Reme- 
dy which he had prefcribed, and above all revived that 
Joy and gladnefs in his hearc which he thought began 
to languifh and faint away. Fall of joy he was evento 
~ anexcefs, and he fuffered by ita kind of tran{porta- 
tion; partly from the brightnefs of the Truths he had 


received, which yet were freth in his mind, partly - 


from the increafe of his underftanding by the expe- 
riment which he had made; but chiefly I think from 
the Victory which he had obtained over thofe enemies 


thar attacqued his Soul. For in truth, there is no — 


ereater Triumph then that which the Soul feels when 
ic comes off a Conquerour; and applauds it felf for 
the Valour and Courage which it hath exprefied in its 


conflits. There was another thing indeed which ad- — 


ded fomething, though not much tohis joy, viz. that 
his enemies he hoped had received fuch a foil, that he 


we 
af 


had fent them away difcouraged, if not difabled from 


making any. further attempts upon him.. 
é e 


But fo mutable is our condition here, and fo many 
are our enemies, that he had not travelled many dayes 
after. this Triumph, before he was arrefted with a 


mew trouble to exercife his Wifdom and Patience. His: 


foul which juft now was ready to leap out of his body 
he fele to fink fo low, that it wasas if he. had no foul 
atall. His fpirits nor only began to flage and hang 
down their heads; but were grown quite faint and 


‘i weary, 


been a Cordial to him, but were as impoffible he 
found to be by any means recalled, as it was to bring 


back. his tyred fpirits which were fown fromhim. Ve- 


ry melancholly and fad he now began to be, and.the 

_ “more, becaufe he had been fo joyful. O‘how defolate 
- (faid he within himfelf) is this place into which I am 

fain! Lam forfaken fure of God, or elfe I that was 
fo high yefterday, fhould never have funk into this 
pit, which is next door to the dwelling of damned [pi- 
rits. Was ever any man in fuch a deplorable eftate > 
Was there ever any bereaved thus of all his comforts 
_ which fhould fweeten his way when he hath no other 
-company ? Oh, Who-will reftore unto me the dayes 
‘thae are paft > Whocan call back bute the joyes of 
yefterday into my bofome ? What are thofe fins that 

have caft me into the difpleafure of my Lord? Or, 

What fhallI do co regain his favour, which I would 

purchafe at any rare, though I dyed the nexec moment ? 

Thus he lay many dayes, fometimes bewailing his for- 

mer affrightment, which he fufpeéted might deferve 

this defertion (as he was aprtocall ic) fometimes com- 

plaining that he could not find the caufe, and fo could 

not becured; fometimes refle@ing on thetimes of joy 

which were gone, and fometimes taking a view of his 
mifery, which made him but the more deeply mife- 

rable. And, which was worft of all, he kept h’s bed 
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all this time , and ftitred nota foot in his Journey ; be- 
ing indeed fo il, that he defpaired of life, 


~ But (ee how the Providence of God watches for an 
opportune feafon todo us a kindnefs, When he was 
in the greateft torture that he had fele all che time of 
this Agony, there came an unexpected Letter to his 
‘hands from his beloved Father, which was to this ef- 
fect. 


My friend (for fol cannot Lageall you, fince you exprefs 
[uch love to me) T hefe areto let you know, tbat though 1 
ams abjent frem you, yet I follow you with my thoughts and 
good wifbes, which attend you in all your motions, 1 am 
‘fofar from being forgetful of my promie, that I am much 
better, 1 affure you, than my word. You defired me to 
pray for you, and [0 I do. But 1.cannot content my [elf 
with that, unle{s you, as well as God, know that 1 bave a 
remembrance of you. That the very reafon of my fena- 
ing this Paper after you 5 that it may be a token how rea- 
gardfal Lam of yeur concerns, and [ollicitous about your 
welfare, So follicitows, that having enjoyed feme geod 
thoughts this morning, 1 could not but impart them unto 
vow, becaufe 1 fancied shey would prove upon [ome occafion 
or other very ufeful to you, They are a Meditation upon 
_one of the Pfales of David, where he bids his Soul not to ke 
difquicted, bus tohope in God as the health of his countee 
nance and bis God : and they are infolded in a aiftin 
Paper within the bofomse of thw Lester, because they were 
too long to be inferted tv the body of it. 


: Farewell. 
Upon the very firtt receipt.of this Letter, before he — 
had broke it up, his pale cheeks began to be ftreaked - 
with 


much that the light danced in bis eyes, yea leaped our, 


as if it meant to kifs chofe lines which now faluted 
‘them. Bur then, as foonas he arrived ar the Medicati- 


— onitfelf,and had carefully perufedall che parts of ir; 


his face fhined like an Angel, and one would have 
thought he had not been the man that was fo lately de- 


jected. Forit was fo patto his prefent condition, and. 
fo exactly futed to the neceffities under which he }a-. 


boured, that it. feemed as if it had been indiéted by 
God, and not by his Friend. There he found a difcourfe 
- of the Nature of Joy, of the caafes of its decay, of the 
_ - Interefs that our Animal Spirits have init, of the way 
ro recover it, and the meansto be content withontic ; 


and aboveall, of the Refignation of our felves tothe 
Will of God,to ferve him chearfully without thofe (en. - 


fible pleafures,-as well. asin their company, And not 


- toname other things which were more fully debated — 


eo 


- between them afterward; thefe now rehearfed were: 


E fo fully opened, that he was partly amazed, and pare-- 


| ‘ly elevatedto the height of his Joyes again, when he 
thought that God had put it into the heart of the Fa- 


ther, to fend at this time a Letter of fuch comfortable’ 


importuntohim. I fee, faid the Pélgrim, that not my 
Friend only, but Jefus alfo is mindful of me, . 1 fee both 


that He prayes for me, and that Heaven likewife hears _ 


thofe Prayers. It. would be anun‘ufferable wrong to 


my Bleffed Saviour, fhould I hereafter think my foul’ 
forfakenof him, Nay, it will be anill requital of the 


favourhe hathnowdoneme ; fhould I nor refume my 


ancient: 


ancient joyfulnefs again. And therefore be no longer 
difquieced'O my Soul, be not caft down within me. [c 
isnocin vain co hope in God, butin that very hope 
thou mayeft be joyful : and thefefore in the fraition 
of thy expectations, O how greatly oughteft thou to 


- 


‘xejoyce, Light & fown for the righteous, and joy for the 
upright in heart. They that know thy Name will put their 
truft ia thee, for thow Lord baft not forfaken them that 
_feckthee. And therefore I cannot but fay, Watt on 


the Lord, be of courage, and he fhall flrengthern thy heart : 


Wait, 1 fay, on the Lord. Iwill fing unto the Lord, be- 
. canfe he hath dealt bountifully with me. Yea I will hope 


continually, and will yet prat[e hin more and more. 


Many other the like effuftons of his heart, one might 
then have heard, and they lafted fo many dayes, thac 


they became inftrumental to the redeeming much of — 


thattime which had been loft in fruitlefs complaints 
upon his bed. Hedid nor gofo faft as he was wonr, 


but he went much further than before in the fame 
number of hours, His Joyes were not foviolent, bue 


they became more fweet, and they grew more equal, 


He could not recover yet the Memory of fome things” 


he had received; but this he better underftood, that 
he muft defire nought bur Fefss. He was not fo full of 
hear, buc his light was more re({plendenr, - He did nor 
expect now to be alwayes in the fametemper, yet he 


was confident he fhould never more fufpe& the Love 


of his Saviour. He perceived that he could not ever 
retain che fame Joyes, yet he learne wichall, that the 
way to have them foonerreftored, was not to fret for 
wantofthem. es ae 


But though in this condition he made a great progrels 
| Messin 
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= his way towards the Holy City of God; yet the light: 
which was in his mind, did not caft fuch a fplendour 


about his Soul, but chat one day he fuffered {ome ob- 
feurity. The occafion of it was a cloudy thought 


which came over his underftanding, fuggefting tohim; 


That be did not ferve God purely enough, becanle bis eye 


_ wastoc much upon Fernfalem. For it had been common- 


ly received for a Truth among fome perfons whom he 
had formerly converfed withall, That we muft obey 


God out of meer Love to him, without any hope of 


rewards at all. This, you will fay, was a ftrange con- 
ceit, and it had as ftrangeacure. For it pleafed God, 


thac he opening a Book which he carried along with | 


him, the next morning after thefe thoughts troubled 


him; the firft ching thathe caft his eye upon, was this 
-paffagein a certain Chapter of it, That Moles had re- Hed. 11 
pect to the recompence of reward. You cannot think : 


how much it furprifed him, that he fhould light upon 
thefe words rather than any other, without his choice, 
or fo much as a defign to receive fatisfafion -in this 
particular, And yet that which] am next to relate, 


- “was more wonderful in his eyes, and made him ftand 


ina greater aftonifhment at the goodnefs of God to- 
wardshim. For it being fuggefted co him from the 


memory of fome fragments of certain Sermons which _ 
heonceheard, That Mofes and thofe ander the Law who 


were but Bondmen, might have refpect to Rewards, but 
that 1t did not become thofe who hadthe Spirit of _Adop- 
tion, to be fo Mercenary ; and he being a little perplexed 
with this trifling Objection ; It happened, chat looking 
down upon the fame page of his Book again, his eye 
fell’ direé@ly upon the fecond Verfe of rhe next Chap- 
ter, which told him, That Jefus endured the Crofs for the 
Foy that was fer before him si firft glance se arlad 
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mean thefe dreamers to fancy themfelves above that, 
which was not below our Saviour? Or howcame they 
to be fo proud as to defpife the Promifes of God, and 
think they. ftand in no need atallofthem? On, my 


foul, goon, and be not ftopt a minute longer by this — 


{cruple, Fix thine eyes upon Feru/al-m, and let thine 
heart be ravifhed with it; for the Mediatour of the fe- 
cond Covenant, as well as of the firft, had a refpect 
unto it. 3 


After he had hic fo luckily on thefe two paffages 
which lay fo near together, a great many more of the 
fame kind prefented themfelves inftantly to his mind: 

not much unlikethe Beams of the Sun, which having 
once torn a cloud in funder, brake forth more and 
more, till the whole body of that great light appear to 


us, And this likewile raifed his fpirits unto fome fur- . 


ther degree.of chearfulnefs, when he thought how our 
Lord ftill provided for his relief, and took the pains to 
pull the fmalle(t Thorn that troubled him out of his 


feet, And yet this could not hinder but that they — 


were too much dejecteda little after by a company of 
other petty thoughts ; which, like fo many importune 
Flyes,were alwayes buzzing this new fancy in his earss 
That he did wot directly intend the glory and honour of 
‘Je(us in all bis Actions, He confidered indeed with 
himfclf, that he endeavoured to do well, and that he 
loved to do fo, and that he looke upon it as the ve- 
ry Life of Gods but yet he thought he did not fo 
anally re(pect him in eyery particular motion as his 


duty 
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duty required. « Now here it fell out very happily, 
and not without a Divine Providence, as he thoughr, 
that one night being in a dream, he imagined he faw 
one coming to him,and whifper this fentence in his ear, 


which of along time he had not read, They repented Rev.t9.9, 
net, to give him Glory. Whereupon farting fuddenly. 


ont of his fleep, as if fome good Genius had awakened 
him, and given him a new mind, he prefently began to 
tell himfelf, chaec when he firft r:pented, and under- 
took this New Life, he gave Glery toGed: and that by 
every ftep he took in this courfe of Repentance (i. e. 
amending of himfelf) he did acésally honour him, and 


more materially thanany other way glorifie his name:: 


For this is a conftant acknowledgement of him, a mi- 
nutely confeffion that we are fools, and he is wifes that 
_- our willis nought, and his is good; ‘that he is our 
_ -Lord, and we his Subjects ; and chat afrer al) our fearch 
we find our Happinefs to lye in him alone, and in fe- 
paration from him , the beft condition in the world 
will leave us miferable. And he had not long pon- 
dered. upon thefe things with much fatisfaction, be- 
~ fore thofe words of the Pfalmift came into his mind, 
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He that offereth praife, glorifieth me, and to him that Pla.so21. 


ordereth his converfation aright, will 1 flew the Salva~ 
tion of God. Which made him fallinto the praifes of 
God,and to refolve that he would do fo every day, and 
early’ defign all the imployments of it to his fervice: 


concluding, that whilft he held this courfe, and order-: 


ed his wayes aright, he exalted God inthe world; by 
lifting up his Will into a preheminence and command 
over his own, & fubjecting himfelf unto it both as moft 
fupreme, and alfo wife and good. And after a great 
many thoughts of this nature, ac lafthe made a fhort 
reflection upon the perfon who had made him this 

3 iat ne vilit 
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vificin the night. And when he remembred that he 
fancied it was his Friend who came to his Bed-fide, he 
had a new pleafure to think of the benefits of Sleep, 
The praifes of which he could not upon this occafion 
forbear, though at certaintimes he withed-his thoughts 
might never be intermitted by it. What an heavenly 
power (faid he) is this, for fo lam ready to call it 2 how 
much am I beholden to it forits filene refrefhments ¢ 
That which ufeth to part the deareft friends, hath 
now brought them together, That which feparaterh 
thofe who touch each other, hath made thof near 
who are far afunder. O Divine Gift! O beloved Reft 


‘which God beftows upon us! How great are thefe 


charms which lock our doors to all the World, and 


- now have opened them to my friend? How much 


better are thefe dreams then many of my waking 
thoughts? How much rather had I be in the arms of 
the brother of death, then in the fecble injoyments of 
many parts of my lifes Iam content juft now tobe 
reftored to his embraces, if my Friend will but meec 
me there again in this manner. Ac leaft 1 hope I may 
conclude that when we are Dead indeed, he will nor 
fail tomeetme; whofe Image finds me out when I am 


_ in the Images of death, 


Sat oa et 
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How the Pilgrims fell into a great fadnefs: and how 
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— ftrangely it was cured by an unexpected meeting with — 


his Guide. Who difceurfes of the nature of fenfible 
joyes, And at laft upon his defive contracts a particular 
Friendfhip wish the Pilgrim. a” | 


N fuch thoughts, or rather dreams as thefe he {pent 

a little portion of his time with great delight, And 
now having vanquifhed fo many enemies and impedi- 
ments in his way of divers forts, he was willing to be- 
lieve that he fhould be molefted no more, but pafs in 
perfect peace to the Vifion of Peace. A great many dayes 
he remained in thefe pleafant expedtations, and wenta 
good way-onwards to his refting place, witbout the 
eaft wearinefs of any part about him, He feldome 
departed from meditation, but either with his mind 
illuminated with new light from Heaven, or his will 


inflamed wish a new ardor, or his whole heart fteeped 


in new fweetnefs. And though fundry new enemies 
alfo attempted him, yet fuch a profound peace feemed 
to have taken poffeffion of his heart, thac they could 
not move the leaft difturbance there, The joyes that 
he fele made him defpife all baits of pleafare which lay 
inhis way. The Conquefts which he had got, made 
him think himfelf above the fcorn and laughrer of the 
World. And though he was fometimes bitterly re- 
proached, yet he comforted himfelf with this, that they 
did but prepare him matter for new triumphs. But 
- he could never be drawn to any other contefts where- 
in the Generality of men were then very zealoufly in- 
ae ea ~ gaged: 


oe | 
gaged: nor did he affect any Vitories among the 
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difputers of che World. He livedinlove and peace- 


ablenefs with all his fellow-travellers. He thought. 


himfelf fo rich alfoin thefe graces, that it was no trou- 


ble to him to be poor. And he had fucha fenfe from 


whence he received them, that they were no tempta- 
tion neither to be proud. But yer for all this ic chanced 
thac fome exercifes of Devotion to which he had bound 
himfelf being one day omitted, either through indif- 
pofition, or by reafon of fome lawful, if not neceflary 


cccafions which diverted him; he was caft into fuch . . 


a penfivenefs of mind, as proved at lafta greacaffliati- 
on tohim, Forhe indulged co himfelf thofe thoughts, 
becan(e they pleafed him at firft; but by too frequent 
reflections they grew to a melancholy mood, and from 


thence proceeded to a dull and liftlefs remper of Spirit. 


In this condition you muft needs think his joyes were 
again abated, which added very much to the trouble 


of his mind: and indeed they fell in time to folow an. 


ebb, thathe feared they would never rife again, but 
leave him at laft quite dry, and without oae drop of 
comfort. And fo truly in the iffue of things it proved : 
for as they forfook him, fo he was tempted again to for- 
fake his way, which was now become but irkfome to. 
him without thofe refrefhments. The pleafure and 
rellifh thac be was wont to feel in holy duties was 
quite gone. [n*ftead of clearnefs there fucceeded 
darknefs , dryne(s of {pirit took the place of affection ; 
and in the room of joy and gladnefs we was loaded 
with nothing but groans and heavinefs. He often pro- 
fefled thathe could feel nothing at alls but remained 


~ as aman chat had loft che ufe of his foul, And there- 


fore, chough he continued for a while to pray and per- 


form his duty in other things as well ashe could, yet — 
| finding | 


a 
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finding that he was bur like a man that drinks very 
much, when the liquor hath no tafte, and gives him no 
_ pleafure inthe goingdown; he was tempted to throw 
itall away, and thought he had as good not do thofe 
things at all, as do them with no delight. And accord- 
ingly he gave up himfelf wholly to be tortured. by- 
_ his.own thoughts, which imployed chemfelves in’ no- 
thing elfe but making fad reprefenrations of the mifery 
of this ftate: which you mutt needs think was fo grie- 
vous that it was not poflible to draw a picture of it. For 
fince the foul is of far greater force then the body , 
the pains and anguifh which arife in it, muft needs be 
far more pungent and afflictive then thofe which touch 
- the outward man, | He fuffered a kind of Martyrdom 
every day: or rather he was continually crucified, and 
had nothing bute Gall and Vinegar given. him to drink. 
_ He thoughe he had reafon when ‘he complained of 
greater pains then the Martyrs endured. For they be- 
ing inwardly illaminated and touched from Heaven , 
found the higheft comforts in their torments, the 
ereateft liberty in their imprifonments , and in the 
~ midft of flames the divineft ardors of Love in their 
 hearts,which like a greater fire put the otherour, But 
he poor Soul, though alwayes denying his own defires, 
breaking of his willin pieces, lyiag uponarack, and 
faft nailed to the Crofs, where the body of fin was 
bleeding to death ; yet found his Spirie in-horrid tor- 
ments and deprived of thofe divine delights, which 
cheared the bright fouls of the bleffed Martyrs , and 
made them fhine witha greater luftre then-did their 
fires. But fince I cannot expre(s the forenefs of this 
Agony in which he a long time lay; I fhall only add 
that it was fo grear, that one day being quite tired and 
fpents he fellinto a kind of trance, and remained as 
immoveable 
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immoveable for fome fpace, as if he had been dead, 
And a bleffed occafion this was; thongh all his ac- 
quaintance that were come to comfort him, imagined 
he would then have expired. For he thought he faw 
aman coming to him with a very fmiling afpe@ (as 
though he knew him) who bade him getup, and go as 
faftas he could to a certain Oratory thac was not far 


off, and in his way 5 where he fhould meet with fome 
relief, irish) 


When he wascome to himfelf, he thoughe this Vi- 
fion (or what elfe you pleafe to callit) was in ftead of 


- an Oracle, and had difcovered to him one of the great- | 


eft caufes that he continued fo long ill of thefe grie- 
vous diftempers. Andthatwas; That while he afflicted 
and tormented bimfelf with the remembrance of what was 
pafcd, he neglected to implore the help of Ged with (uch 
conflant prayers as was mect, for the redrefs of his prefent 


evils, and preventisn of the like im time to come. This 


began to make a vehement commotion in his mind; 
for he faw there was nothing truer, then that We are 
apt to pray leaft, when we have greateft need of it; and are 
wont to {pend that time in looking upon our fores, which 


- fhould be imployed in looking wp to Heaven, for its Balm to 


drop into them. .Aad truly fo lively were the colours 

wherein this was fet before his eyes, that he was ready 
ro burft into tears, and pour out his Soul there, before 
he ftirr'd from the bed whereon he lay. But remem: 


"bring prefently the voice (to which he thought him- 


felf fo much beholden) had bid him make what fpeed 
he could toa particular place, where he might addrefs 
his prayers.to his Saviours he arofe and dreffed him- 
felf without any further delay. And though he knew 
that our Lord hears the fuics of his humble Clients 


every 
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£ every where, yet he would notbe difobedient to the 


direCtions he had received ; but made hafte to go and 


_ fee what good might wait for him in that Oratory or 


Chappel whichhad been buile in the rode by fome 


'. charitable perfon, for the ufe of devout paflengers to 


Fernufalem. 


7“ 


# And no fooner had he entred within the doors but 


he fell upon his knees 3 and there fent out his Soul in 
fuch {trong and paffionate defires, as left all words be- 
hinds which were notable to accompany them. Ifthe 
throng of his thoughts ( which upon this occafion were 
aflembled ) had not been fo great, you might have re- 
ceived a better‘account of them. But truly fuch was 


the violence wherewith they prefled forth and {0 great 


ud 
BS 
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were their numbers, that he found it very difficult 
either then to range them inany order, or afterward to 
recall them diftin¢tly to his mind. Yet fome of them 
carried this fenfe, as | have been certainly: informed by 
him from whom he hides none of the fecrets of his 


Cr 
* 


O thou Almighty Goodnefs,the Father of the Fatherle/s, 
the Patron of the Poor, the Protector of Strangers; caft 
thy gracious eyes upon a miferable Pilgrim, who all torz 
and ragged implores thy mercy. When I look on my felf 
I dare fearce be fo bold as to lift up mine eyes untothee. 
When think inwhat condition I ant and what I have 
done, it fo confounds mes that I can hardly think of any 
thing elfe. Ibis the greatuclof my uifery alone that con- 


_ ftrains me to thw prefumption of proftrating my Self at 


thy feet. The weight of which opprefjes me fo much, that 
it hath left me little more power, then to_expofe my Self 
before thee, ai an objcit of thy wondrous Charity. O what 

% Qq a Wil- 
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~4 Wildernefs ar fale into where I can find no water| — 


| What Defarts are thefe, in which all comfort forfakes my 


Soul! Into what ftrange regions am1 wandred, where 
there is nothing but darknefs, andthe vallies of the fha- 
dow of death ! 0 the-terrors that furround me! how 
dreadful are they ¢ O the affliction and torment which. 
Tindure| what tongue can expre[s it ? my Soul is parcht 

and dryed up. My fpirits are confumed by the beat of thy 
difpleafure.. May I not now begg one drop of comfort from 
thee 2-— O my God, my foul thirfteih for thee, my flefh 
longeth for thee in adry and barren land. I remember 
thy loving kindnefi in former times® Icall to mind the 

Aayes of old : And Icannat but wifh at leaft , to fee thy 
power and thy glory fo as Ihavefeen theein the Sanuary. 
There is none in Heaven that Idefire but thee, or en earth 
befidesthee. ty Soul followeth hard.after thee : 0 when 
wilt thou come unto me? O hide not thy face frone thy fer- 
vant, for Law in'trouble: hear me fpeedily. I am poor 
and needy, make hafteunto meO God : thou art my helper 
and deliverer ; O Lord, make notarrying. I am come a 
great way frou all my friends and kindred, and there is 
none to pitty.me. O.my God, be not thou far from mes 
draw nigh unto my foul and redeem it. I an poor and 

Jorrowful : let thy Salvation fet me upon high, Forthow 
who fearcheft the hearts knoweft, that I am travelling no- 
whither butto thee. Allthe world have I left, that I may 


_ find my happinefs only inthee, And at thy heavenly mo- 


tion it was, that I undertook this long journey. I ane be- 
come a Pilgrim meerly in obedience tothyWill. Yeathus 


_ far I acknowledge thou hat moft gracionfly conducted me. 


Hitherto Ihave been highly favoured and wonderfully 
helped by thee. And wilt thou now, at laft abandon me, 
who have abandon'd all things elfe for the fake of thee ? 
Haft thou called we frome mine own Country and Fathers 


houfe, 
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Heart, which thou haft madetoo great for all the World, 
and cannot befatisfied with lefs than thee. Canft thoufee 
at dye for lack of one fuile frowe thee? yea,canft thon let 


at dye of love tothee ? for that hath brought me thus far 


to feck thee, And wilt thou fuffer it to dye at thy feet 2 
Canft thou endure to behold it perifh in thy arms, into 
which it.now throws it felf with all the force it hath? Shall 
at mifcarry full of prayers and longings after thee ? Shalit 
expire in cryes and tears which it pours ont for thy mercy 2 
O where are thy Bowels ? what are become of thine antient 
loving-kindueffes? Are they all forfeited by one offence 
againft thee? O my God I cannot think fo hardly of thee. 
Ibegin to live me thinks, becanfe thou permitteft thefe 


— addreffes to thee. It infpires me with fome hopes tofind thee 


holy breathingsin me. It rejoyces me much that I feel thee . 


drawing my very heart after thee. Otake it, I befeech thee, 


take it quite away from me untothy felf. Shape rt after thine 
own heart, and make it fuch as thou canft imbrace. Create 
G2 me aclean heart OGod, andrenew in me a right {pirit. 


Caft me not away from thy prefence, and take not thy holy 
Spirit from me. fT unto me the joy of thy Salvation s 
and upbold me with thy free Spirit. , 


He was proceeding inthe words of that Penitential 
Pfalm, being once got into it; but'that a flood of tears 
{topt the paflage of his words, and fighs and groans 
fupplyed their place. In which having vented him- 
felfa while ; it fell outthat the tyde of his paflion be- 
ing a little faln andhis fighs growing fomething filent3 
he fhould hear the voice of another perfon that was 
drowned before in his louder cryes 5 which invited 


bonfe, that I may perifh by famine here, and only for want 
of thee? O my Lord, give me leave to plead for a Soul which 
once I thought was dear unto thee. Pitty, O pitty an 
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they were, that way from whence it came to his ears. 


And fo turning his head a little afide, who fhould he — 
efpy in this Oratory but the Good man from whom he 
had taken his firft Directions; who being himfelf alfo 
a Traveller to Ferufalem called in at this place to re-_ 
frefh himfelf,and totake fuch arepaft as the bounty of 
Heaven was wont here to provide. He fcarce knew 
- atthe firft whether he might believe his eyes or nos 
and when he had fatisfied himfelf that it was no dream, 
he was ftill in fome doubt whether he fhould rife from 
his knees, and goto falutehim. Two paflions he felt 
ftrugling in him at the fame point of time 5 the one 
tranfported himtothe Father, with whom he-already 
fancied himfelf; and the other held him where he was 
that he might make anend of his prayers to God. But 
- finding at laft that his {pirits began to fail him, and that 
he knew not well what to add at prefent to his former 
Devotions ; withall hoping that God had fent his Di- 
rector at this happy moment , to teach him to pray 
better ; he went without any further deliberation, and - 
threw himfelf into the arms of the Father, as foon ashe _ 
faw that he wasat leifure to receive him. : 


The good old man was as much furprized with the 
ftrangenefs of this accident as the Pélgrim could be. 
But when all other paflions had fpent themfelves 
which ufe to be moved on fuch unexpected occafions, 
they left joy in the fole poffeffion of his heart, which 
could not but ftay there a great while, having fo many 
caufesto exciteit. It was no fmall pleafure to fee his 
fon (as he could not but efteem him _). after fo long ab- 
fence. Friends never part with fo much fadnels, but 
they meet again with asgreata Joy. Butthen to 


meet 
% . 


him 
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- him when he 
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Way to Jerujalew, and alfo to hear him fo fervently 
defire to be carried further : thele things made his Joy 
exceed and boil uptoa greater height. I will not re- 
cite what he faid unto him; and indeed it was not 
much; becaufe the young Pilgrim, though wonderful- 

_ ly enlivened by the fight of the Father, yet could not 

fo difguife his foul, but that it left fome deadnelfs in his 
countenance. The Joyes and pleafing Raptures into 
which he was caft at this interview were not fo bright, 
but that there.remained fome clouds upon his face 
which could notbe difpelled by them. This madethe 

Good man very abruptly to break off his fpeech as 
foon as he had entred intoit; andit abated alfo a little 


| ! Pret = 
eae he thought not of it, andto meet him info 
- good a place, and to: find him {0 far advanced in his 


of his fatisfaction, when he faw by the palenefs of his _ 


cheeks, and the dulnefs of his eyes, that all wasnot 
well with him. 


Yet there was no need to ask what he ailed, for he 
had nofooner told the Father what Joy he conceived 
in his prefence, but he was ready to unbofome the grief 
of his heart to him; thinking to find fome eafe, both 
by difcharging his foul into that breaft, and by recei- 
ving it back again better informed in all its concern- 
ments. Many things he related to him; but above 


the reft, I remember he infifted upon his prefent dul-. 


nels, and the lofs ofthofe Joyes that were wont to at- 
‘tend him; which he had no means left to recover, un- 
lefs he was now fent by God to reftore them, And all 
the time of his fpeech on this argument he Jookt fo 
forrowfully, that.it would have moved anheart molt 
void of compaflion to behold him. His words like- 

wife wereall uttered with mournfullaccents, and not 
: Qq 3 without 


voured as much ashe could toreftrain them, left rr 
fhould hinder all his mind from coming forth. Whict 
when he had fighed out with a great deal of pafiion 5 
it was not pofflible fo to reprefs chem, but that all con- 
cluded in a plentiful fhowre. . 


At the end of which he being very filent, the Fa- 
ther thus addrefled his fpeechto him, And isthis all 
you have to fay againft your felf ? Then you may 
_ wipe your eyes, and look more chearfully, for you are 

‘not fo ill asI fee you imagine. You are more afraid — 
* thanhurt; and unlefs you will be your own tormen- 
tor, there is nothing appears that can difturb your re- 
pofe. Did younot write me word that you received 
much fatisfaction in this very cafe, by a Letter that I 
happily fent unto you? Did not my Inftructions be- 
fore your fetting out, bid you expect fome cloudy wea- 
ther in your Travels? Ithought you would have un- 
derftood by thofe difcourles, that we mutt not expect 
alwayes the fame joys and confolations in fuch a varie- 
ty of tempers as we now fuffer; nor the fame vigour _ 
and activity of {pirie while we are fo faft chained to 
this fleth, as our prefent ftate will have us. Did Ino 
bid you alfo fay perpetually , I am nought , I have 
nought,@c. anddid you not find thisa moft effectual 
{pell to drive away all thefe black and difmal thoughts ? 
Why then did you think your felf worthy at alltimes _ 
to enjoy thefe pleafures? Why did you not abafe your 
felfat the feet of your Saviour, and confefs to him that 
thefeare too great favours to be indulged conftantly 
tous, on this fide of our refting place? If there be 
_ any way tohave them, itis this; not to expectthem, _ 
and acknowledge that we donot defervethem. Nay, 
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without the addition of fome tears, though he endea- 
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Jarger account of thefe Joyes, the want of which hath 
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in thofe fubmiffions and devolutions of our felves be- 


fore our Lord there is no fmall fatisfaction; unlefs it 


be no pleafure to be united to his Will; which is infe- 


_ parably united to the higheft pleafures. You mutt 


give me leave to wonder a little that you fhould be fo 
forgetfull. Andi mufttell you, it was very muif-be- 
coming your condition, to take it ill that you were not 
treated ever fince [left you, according to your own 
defires. Might it not have fatisfied your mind to 
find your felf in the direct way to abiding and never- 
fading Joyes? Could you not have thought it Happi- 
ne{s enough to look for perfect peace and repofe at laft 


in Jerufalem 2 Nay, might it not feem very reafonable 
_ for a finner to fubmit to fo fmall a punifhment ( if you 


will have it fo termed __) as to travel fometimes ina rainy 
day 2? Whatarrogance is this, that we who have fo oft 
oflended,fhouldtake offence if we he remembred of it ? 
But that which feems more ftrange to me than any 


thing elfe,is; that after you had refigned yourfelfto: 


your Saviours Will in this particular , you fhould fall 
Into the fame trouble, if not fault again. You have 


‘taught me this by it, that I muft expect to find my Pa- 


tients fometimes afflicted withthe fame difeafe which 


~ [had cured, and perfecuted with the fame {cruples 


which they themfelves had fatisfied. For elfe you that 


‘travelled thorow a fandy and barren defart once be- 


fore, would not have been fo dejected at the fight ofa 


new one , and when youcould find no water init, you 
would have refrefhed your thoughts as you were 
wont to do with the remembrance of Ferufale. 


~ But that I may never find you caft upon your Bed by 
arelapfe into this ficknels any more, let me give youa 


been 


B04, 


The Parable of the Pilgrim. Peyen, 
been{o grievous to you. I remember once that I met 


with a man that thought he wanted not above two or 
three fteps of the Gate of Ferufalem( though afterward 


- -Tmuch queftioned whether he knew any thing of the 


place ) yea that imagined himfelf now and then to-be 
caught upintoParadife. He was Angelical in his dif- 
courfe, and more than Angelical in his own conceit s 
for he {poke of nothing but Extafies and Raptures,and 
fuch like things, that are by fome men much exalted 
above the tritles (as they efteem them ) of Obedience. 
I indeavoured to learn of him what might be the 
ground of fuch an high confidence-of his nearnefs to 
God, and all that he was able to tell me amounted tono 
more but this, that he was fo full of Joy, that his foul 
was ready to burft its prifon, and efcape to Heaven. 


‘Now, though you are not of this Enthufiaftical temper, 


yet perhaps you think there are no finer or more de- 


firable things than thefe Joyes for Heaven to beftow 
upon you; judging of their worth, and the divinenefs 


of them by the delight wherewith they entertain you. 
But I mult teach you another Lefion; and inftruct you 


to fet a price uponthemby another meafure, andthat 


is, Zhe good they make you.do. If thefe Joyes do not 
fpur you to Obedience, and make you fruitful in eve- 
ry good work, they are not of fuch value as you ima-, 
gine. and if inthe abfence of them you mind yourdu-— 
ry, and do the Will of God, it is as well, if not better ; 
becaule you do the fame that you did before, only you. 
have lefs incouragement to do it. : ae 
Nay, more than this, I muft let you know that thefe 
are things which God beltows upon the moft imper- 
fect fouls, who areas not yet able to go, but only to 


“, creep inthe way toHeaven. They are the fweer Milk 


which 
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_ which hefends us out: of his breafts when we are as 
yet but Babes , and in the infancy of Religion. He 
confults our weaknefs in thefe gifts : and confiders 
that asa child, while it wants teeth and ftrength to 
feed it felf, muft be nourifhed with Milk 5 fothe Soul, 
till it beable to underftand the Gofpel , and feed upon 
thefolid Truths thereof, muft be entertained a while 
with this thinner dyet, which is moftagreeable to its 


-affe€tionate part. And-withall he provides hereby 


that the heart which hath left the pleafures of the 
world, may not bedifcouraged at the firft entrance in- 


to his wayes for want of fome other pleafures:, which 


it cannot well be without, becaufe it hath been {o long 
_ufed to them; and which it cannot yet find in Reli- 


gion it fell, becaufethat is a thing of which it hath but 


a very childifh underftanding. 


And can you think now that God isnot good to fuch 


a perfon as you, who have been fo long a fervant to 


him? You fee heis fo far from letting grown fouls be 
without comfort, that it isa thing he doth not deny to 
the moft puling creatures, and thofe who are but No- 
vices inthe Spiritual Life, Or, Do you think that he 
loves thofe beft to whom he grants this kind of Con- 
folation? I might as well imagine that the Gardner 
which I pafled by the other day in my Travels, loved 
the young Plants beft which brought him no_ profit, 
_ becaufe | obferved him to water and fence, and under- 
prop thofe tender things 5° whilft he exercifed no fuch 
care about the well-grown Trees which ufed to load 
- themfelves and him every year with their fruit. Alas! 
it is their weaknefs that requires this attendance upon 
them, and Ged powres thefe things upon imperfect 
fouls, when others have none of them, not becaufe he 
loves them more, but becaufethey have morenced, So 
s De. 
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you remember your Mother ufed to deal with: your 
little Infant Sifter, to {waddle her, and dandle her, — 
and kifsher, and fingto her, and find out a thoufand 

little toyes to pleafe her; when you were left to drefs 
your felf, and ftudy better fatisfaétions, which yielded 


you the more pleafure, becaufe you contributed fome- 


thing by your own labour tothe finding of them. For 
the Love of God let us not accufe him inthis fafhion 
of unkindnefs, nor fancy that hefiowns and fcouls up- 
onus, becaufe we have not thofe fmiles with which 


- in Our feeble age he was wont to look upon us anid 


cherifh us. You are paft thefe things, and want nothing 


but. this underftanding, to make you a grown man 
Chrift Jefus. . 


But confider, I befeech you, do you not feel him do 
far better things for you, than all the Joyes that ever 
you had amount unto? He feeds you, perhaps, with 
harder meat than Milk, but it gives you more nourifh- 
ment, and greater ftrength ; with more {pirit and ¥i- 
vacity alfo, if heartily imbraced. Doyou not under- 
ftand more by a thoufand parts than formerly you 
did ? Are you not able with greater conftancy to beat _ 
offall Temptations of the flefh andthe world? Have 
you not your paflions in abetter command? And are 
not your Faith and Hope more rational things, fo that 
you are able to render to any body an intelligent ac- 


count of them? Be contented then; for what grea- 


ter thing can God do for you, than tomake you wife 
and holy as be himfelf.is > No man would have reafon 
to thank God more than you, if you-would but under- 
itand this among the reft of the Truths which ¢ blef: — 
fed be his Name) you are well acquainted withall ; 
That it is no fign God doth not love you, when you are 
not tranfported with fenfible Joyes ; and that your — 


patlions. 
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paffions, which are otherwife quiet, ought not to be 


difturbed for wantof them. There is no caufe, Laf-— 


dure you, that they fhould 5 for it will not be demand- 


_. edatthelaft day, What comforts you have enjoyed 5 


but rather what difcomforts you have fuffered without 
failing in your duty or {lacking your Obedience. | 


You have heard, believe, very often the Story of 


the Prodigal Son, who having wafted all his Patrimo- 
ny inriotous courfes 5 yet returning to hisFather, was 
received with fuch joy, as was tothe admiration of 


tholfe who knew not the reafon of it. He caufed' him 


to be cloathed withthe beft Sute of Apparel that was 
-in his Wardrobe; he madehima prefent of a Ring, to 
“aflure him of his affe@ion; there was a great Feaft 
prepared; there was nothing but mufick, and finging, 
and dancing tobe heard; and we may very well think 


that He alfo gave him many imbraces now that he was 


at home, who had met himwirth fo much paflion when 


he was yet afar off. And yetat the fame time he had» 


another Sonthat was bothelder and more dutiful; one 
that had never forfakenhim, that had ferved him ma- 
- my years, that had never offended him in word or 
deed; for whom there was no fuch chear provided. 
But, Would you have joyned with this elder Brother 
in his complaints (if you had. been prefent at {uch 
a meeting ) becaufe he was not treated after this 
fafhion? Would you have judged it very unreafon- 
“able that a perfon of greater deiert fhould have no 
fuch Banquet made to entertain him? Or, would you 
have concluded that the Father had more love for this 
difflolute youth, than for fo ftaid and fober a man as 
he that alwayes obeyed him? Ic is poffible you might 
have runinto this miftake, till you had heard the Fa- 
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ther fay, J4 Son, thon art alwayes with me, and all that 
Ihave w# thine; andthen you would not have had a 
word to reply; unlefs it had been a great many thanks 
for the high efteem that hehad ef him. Youmayea- _ © 
fily apply all this to your felf, and confidering that you 

are now grown up inthe Love of God, and inriched 
with the knowledge of Chrift, and poflefled of fo ma- 
ny heavenly vertues 3 notexpect to be carefied inthe 
fame manner as the younger children are, nor repine 
for the want of that comfort, of which you are able by 
the Grace of God to provide your felf other wayes, 
Your eyes are enlightened to know what 1s the hope 
_of Ghriftianity , and what the riches of the Glory of 
that Inheritance is towhich you are called, You fee _ 
the titlealfo that you have to thofe great treafures.: 
Youknow what that mighty Power is which wrought 


in Chrift when God raifed him fromthe dead, where- - 


by youare aflured of the truth of all the Promifes,and 
lave a good foundation of your hope. You have re- 
ceived the Witnefs of the Spirit which was powred 
_ uponthe Apoftles and Prophets, and is the earneft of | 
the Inheritance. You have had the grace alfo to be 
obedient to God, which qualifies you for thofe divine 
enjoyments. And therefore what caufe is there for 
your difcontents who are fo fairly endowed? AL things — 
are yours ¢ there is nothing that is geod for you, but it 
is at your command ( if] may {peak after our manner) 
even thofe fenfible comforts too , if by reafon of any 
great diftrefs you fhould ftand again in need of them. 
But fince they are moft proper to Beginners 5 and the. 
entertainment of thofe who enter upon the Spiritual 
Race; .do not murmure that you-are without them, 
fince it is an argument of your proficiency in the 
Knowledge and Grace of our Lord, and you have - 

greater 
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oy greater benefits granted you, which if they be regard- 
ed, will yield far more folid contentment. , 


Andthat you may fee what fatisfaction lyes alrea- 
dy in your own breaft, I befeech you confider what 
greater pleafure can you be capable of , than to find 
your willfubmitted to God, to overcome enemies, to 
wadethorow difcouragements; unlefs it be this, to 
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know that God is well pleafed with you? And that _ 


is a thing which he will foen fatisfie you in, if youcan 
but fatisfie your felf in the former : for the Lord loveth 
the righteous, and he taketh pleafure iw then that fear 
him, in them that hope in his mercy. Way, 1 cannot 
but perfwade my felf chat you believe, God is more 
- pleafed to feeus.obey him in the weake(t manner, than 


meerly to fee us full of confolations, which the moft 


fenfual men in the world would be very glad to enjoy. 
-  Andas forme, Itake it alfoto be more acceptable to 

him, if againft the defires offenfuality and felf-will,and 
yet without thefe Joyes, wedo what he commands 5 


__ than if we did the fame without any oppofition, and. - 
when we have the Wind and Tyde of thele pleafures — 


tohelp us forward. Tell me therefore why we our 
 felves fhould not be (at leaft Jas well pleafed with what 

we do in.a ftate of fadnefs and dulnefs of foul, {ince we 
‘are fure fuch works are not infected with any felf-in- 
terefs, but performed out of clear and pure obedience 


to God. It is pitty that pious and fincere-hearted men: 


fhould be tormented in this fort that you now are: And 
therefore as I prayed you before for the Loveof God, 


fo I intreat you now for the love of your felf, that at 


leaft you would reft contented (if you cannot be well 


pleafed) with any {tate whereinto you fhall fall,as long 


as therein you may do well,and cannot be hindred from: 


obeying God as far as he requires. And 


BIO. 
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to prevent fome worfe diftemper, which he dilcerns, 


though you cannot, to be a growing. He fees that’ 


one man will grow vain, and boaft himfelf of thefe 
Joyes, not having an heart able to bear the weight of 
Divine Favours: . Another hé fees will proceed to 


over-much confidence of his good eftate by reafon of ~ 


thefe confolations, and lay.a greater weight upon them 
thanthey can bear. Andas for a third, he fees per- 


haps fome little Pride pecping up in his foul, and that 


he is ready from hence to fet an higher efteem upon 
hinfelf than other folks. Nay, there may be great 
danger left many fouls fhould totally putrifie if they 
were alwayes fed with thefe fweets, and therefore he 
thinks it beft to give them fome myrrhe, by the bitter-~ 
nefs of which to preferve them from corruption. They 
might be fo greedy of thefe things, as to mind them 
more than theirduty 5 and for that caufe it is belt to 
take them away, thatthey may be fenfible there are 


other matters ofgreater moment and neceflity. Butif 
none of thefe dangers fhould be fuppofed, will we not — 
give God leave to exercife our Faith and Love, and . 


make a tryal of the fincerity and {trength of thofe Gra- 


ces in what way he pleales ? He would know per- . 


chance whether we will build our confidence upon 


himfelf, and upon his Promifes,rather than on fenfesand ° 


whether we will follow after him upon the fame ac- 
count, though we have no prefent fenfible attractive. 
And who cantakeit ill that he makes fuch a proof of 
us,feeing we do it every day our felves to others ; whole 
friend{bip we value nct if they court us only when we 
are beftowing gifts and benefits uponthem?  - 


But . 


And befides this; Ought it not to pleafe us that s 
God willtake any courfe to cure us of our difeafes >? » 
That which you thinkis a ficknefs,may be buta means - 


a 
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2 _* But if you think that this deprivation of Joy is a pu- 


_ nifhment for fome fault which you have committed, 
-andthat it is a token he hathfent youa bill of divorce 
and feparated you from him; youare much to blame 
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in fuffering your Soul to. make fuch a rafh conelufion. 


Perhaps you have deferved to be chid for fome fault, 
but will you prefently fancy that your Father intends 
to difinherit you? Isit hismanner to forfake and run 


away from us when we chance to ftumble; and not - 


rather to come and lift usup, and bid us take more 
heed to our felves? I never thought he loved usfo lit- 
tle: and me thinks it 1 comports with the notion of 
a Father, toreprefent himfo fevere. _ It is very necefla- 
_ry_ indeed that you fhould weigh your faults, and con- 
fefs them forrowfully, and mend them fpeedily ; but 
I cannever think it is pleafingto himthat you fhould 
 befo difmaid at them and affliGed for them, asto ima- 


gine he will caft you off and never look upon you | 


more. No; I believerather he efteemsthisa greater 
dif-ferviceto him, then the very fault it felf; becaufe 
it keeps us from mending what is amifs,and makes us fo 
- feeble, that weare apt to offend in fome kind or other 
again. lo fay nothing of the difhonour it is to his 
Goodnels, and the great fcandal it gives to others, who 
will be loath to enter into the fervice of that Mafter, 
whom they think it impoflibleto pleafe. But then if 
under the pretence of humbling your felf, you hall 
make a fin that isno bigger than a grain.of Muftard- 
feed, as great as an Elephant; 1 befeech you what fer- 
vice do you therein do your Lord? And yet this {tone 
many are apt to ftumble at, and that fo oft; that in 
time they fancy a great finthere, where indeed one can 
' find none at all. 


r2 
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‘Do you think our Saviour will conne you any thanks _ 
for aggravating your offences tothis height, or accus 
fing your felf when there isno guilt? Is there nothing 
for him to pardon unlefS you make fome faults, or 
bring hima great mountain to cover and hide with his 


Jove? Let me tell you, my dear Brother, that this is a 


part of your miftakes and a caufe that you and Joy are 
no better acquainted. -You imagine that you have done 


Nothing , and complain of fuch dulnefSasifyouhad — 


ftood {till ever fince I faw yous; when as you have 
made a very fair progrefs, and in fome things you fee 
have overtaken my felf. Andthen on the contrary, 
you grcanunder the fenfe of an heavy guilt: when as 
you did but negle&t a Free-will offering, and was kept 
from aduty to which you hadthen no tye, but what 
you received from yourownhands, Youare apt I fee 
to. overwork your foul and to impofe too great bur- 
dens upon its backs Which when you are not fo well 
able to bear, as fometimes you find your felf; you are 


‘apt tothink it a great faule if you take fome eafe: when 


as in truth itis your duty thento omit thofe tasks you _ 

have enjoyn’d your felf, that you may not negle@thofe __ 
duties which are required by our Saviour. Come, 
come, my friend, if thefe things be all that trouble you, » 
my life for yours, you fhalldowellenough. Let but 
my advice be-followed, though at firft it fhould be 
with unwillingnefs; and take my word you fhall fare 
the better for it in your after-courfe. And firft I muft 
not have you Jay more loads upon your felf then Chrift 
hath done; nor oblige your felf without the liberty 
ofa difpenfation to fo many hours of Prayer and Read-~ 
ing every day. Let itfuffice, todo what youcan, all 
other things being duly confidered that require your 
attendance. | Hes 


Next, 


an 


j The Parable of the Pilgrim, 
— Next, I muft forbid you to make fo muclthafte to 
_. perfection. A foft pace goes far. Do not tire your 
{pirits by your fpeed, but go on {0 fairly and leifurely, 
that youmay holdout. And then likewife let me not 
hear any more that you exhauft your natural ftrength 
and weary your very body with much Fafting , un- 
feafonable abftinence, long prayers, or fuch like things, 
which had better be let alone, than procure fo much 
 amifchief as I have feenthemdo. And remember I be- 
feech you that Leffon, which I think was taught you 
before this journey, That you bind not your felf al- 
wayes to one way of Prayer or Meditation, nor con- 
fine your foul to one exercife only at the hours of re- 
tirement ; but chufe that which fhall like you beft, 
- and wherein you can proceed with the greateft free- 
dom and delight.’ Pelides,1 perceive you have forgct 
another of my Leflons , which was to make ufe of 
_ fome innocent Recreations and harmlefs paftimes as 
you went along.- And therefore what Idid but then 
advife, Jet me now enjoyn,that you give your felf fome- 
times a Jittle divertifement from more ferious imploy- 


- ments. Andtruly if you fhould fay, as 1 know fome 


do, that it is not for want of thefe Joyes that you com- 
plain, but becaufe you can neither underftand nor taft 
the goodnefs of Divine truths 5 this laft advice is one 
of the moft ufefull that 1 can give you for the remedy- 
ing of that melancholly dulnefs. All that I fhall add 
is only this, that you would have patience and you 
{hall fee the good temper wherein you were, return of 
it felf, as it went away without your confent. 


Indééd faid the Pilgrim ¢ who all this time had been 
very filent ) Iam very fenfible that [have loft a great 
many of your good countels, or elfe Ifhould not have 
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been fobad as here you findme.. And Itakeit fora 
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fingular favour that Jef hath cone me in fending you 
again hither, to rub up my memory and to faften 
thofe things in my-mind which hung there too loofe 
before. 1 muft not forget likewife to acknowledge 
my new obligations to you, from whom I have now re- 
ceived not only fo large, but fo plain and familiar an 
anfwer to my doubt. And truly you do very prudently 
and charitably to lay your commands upon me to be 
mire obfervant of your words hereafter 5 for ifI fhould 


not preferve them, Ifee I amloft my felf, and that in 


their fafety is my fecurity. 


=> 


Here the good Father perceiving he had given him _ : 


fome fatisfaction could not but interrupt his fpeech, 


and being filled with pitty, and love and joy and won- © 


derment altogether, bur{ft out into thefe expreffions of 


- them. 


: Now bleffed be Fefus who hath brought me to you fo op- 


portunely. OO magnifie the Lord with me, and let us 


exalt his name together, We can never admire thee. 


“enough O frceet Felus, who art wont fo feafonably to enter- 
poe thy power to fave ws, when we Fave loft our felues, 
Whither fhould we firay, didft not thou fo gratioufly feck 


ws? What would become of ws didft not thou fo lovingly © 


hold us in thy hand, and refolve that none foal pluck us 
from thee? We are aftonifht at the vaftnefof thy wildom, 


* 


‘Thy Gooduefs is unfathomable, elfe we fhould have funk - 


long before this beyond the depth of it. When we wander, 
thou followeft ws and calleft ws back. When we fall, thon 


runnetto us and lifteliusup. Whenwe are difcouraged, - 


thon art the firength of our fainting fpirits and fpeakeft 
comfortably to our hearts, Yea by the rarene(of thy hea- 


venly 


. —_—”> 


_— wenly arts thou turneft our deepeft forrows, into the great- 


eft occafions of excelfive joyes. And there where we thought 
to find wothing but trouble and heavinefs, thou wrakeft 
kladnes and light to {pring up untows. O how unfearch- 
able are thy wayes, who mectelt ws when we are out of the 
Way\ Obow unmeafurable isthy Mercy, which cureth ws 
by thai which we love, even when we are doing that which 
thou doft not love! We cannot but prefent thee with the 
beft of our ackiowledzements, who are fo happily together 
here, not by our own, but thy Providence. We cannot da 
Leff ther bind our felves together to thine Altar, and offer 


all we have as afacrifice of Praife‘untothee. And have. 


ws fiill, U Lord, ix thy care, Let thy good Spirit alway 
go along with ws as our Guide. And let thy good Angels 
. never fail to be our Guardians, Uphold our goings in 
thy paths, and iuffer not our feet any more to {lide.. 
‘Hold thou us up and we fhall be fafe: and we will 


have refpedt continually untothy Statutes. Sow7l we. 


blefs thy name at all times; thy praife fhallbe continually 
in our mouths. Inthe Courts of thine Honfe will we praife 
thee; yea, inthe midft of thee, O Jerufalem, will we fing 
_ eternal praifés. Hallelujahe ae 2 | 


~Ithank you meft heartily, faid the Pilgrim (when 
the other had ended this acknowledgement ) for thefe 
good thoughts you have breathed into me. I feel my 
{elf asifanew Soul did inform me: and my Spirit doth 
not fo much return, asancther’more divine feems to 
enter into me and invigorate all my faculties with an 
higher degree of {trengthand courage. Sure, if you 
would be alwayes with me, I fhould never mifcarry, no 


nor grow dull and lumpifh any more. May I not beg ° 


that favour of you to take me under your wings ? Is it 
too great an happinefs for me to ask, that you would 
gs) es 


become. 


a0 


become fo much my Friend, asto take a particular care 


of me,and Jet me travell in your company ? I cannever — 


expect fo much fecurity and fo much comfort both to- 
eslie’ as under your aoe tek and therefore if I {hall 
not be too great a burden, carry me along, Lbefeech © 
you, with you, and let me never be left,as I was, alone 
without your fociety.. You were pleafed to compare 
me to another Hercules, becaufe of fome refolution. 
- which you difcerned inme. But let me tell you Sir, 
~~ that together with the joy you have made to. return, - 
Ihave recovered alfo the memory of fo much of the 
fmal] learning of my younger dayes, as to know that 
while Hercules was cutting off the heads of Hydra, there 
- was one Jolaws ready at handto apply fire to them, to 
hinder their fpringing up again. It feems this great 
perfon was not {trong enough without one to back 
him. He durftnot travell through the World, unlefs 
he took a companion with him... [never heard of any 
Worthy that had not fome Genius or otlier toaffift 
him, and thefociety alfo of fome friend to fecond his 
undertakings. Do pot expect then from me that-I_ 


fhould be more then a Miracle. Donot blamemethat 
I cannot be fo hardy, as to travel any further alone to- 


ward Ferufalen. “Though I fhouldcail for all the fup- _ 
ports and aidsthat my courage cangiveme, yet I muft _ 
be beholden to the help of fome aflociate in my da- - 
-bours. And Othat it might be my lot to-fall into 
your company, or cuftody rather for Ifhall acknow- 
ledge you for a kind of Tutelar Angel, a good familiar 
fpirit 5 and receive you as the richeft prefent that— 
Heaven could have made me. I do not beg you fee a 
friendifhip of you that fhall ferve only to alent 
_ time, and deceive the tedioufnels of being alone; but 
fuch an one as with the pleaftre will bring meinan ~ 
3 ineftimable 
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 ineftimable gain. Do not deny me therefore ci- 
ther that pleafure which I hope will not -difpleafe 
your felf; or that profit, which will do you no hurt. - 


Make me rich, fince you will not thereby become the 
poorer. Impart an happinefs to me, which will not 
abate any thing of your own repofe. And truly Sir, 
Ido not know whether Heaven have not deligned 


you forthat ends; and given you a frame of nature fo 
fit for conjunction with mine,.that both together will 
‘ make one perfect man. You fee how earneft and vio- 


lent lam; and lamvery fenfible of your great fobrie- 
ty and difcretion. NowI have fomewhere read that 
a friendfhip between two perfons thus difpofed , is like 
the Marriage cf Ian andSteel, where: the one gives 
toughnels, and the other edge. Let us joynthenour 
hands and our hearts together, if you do not think me 
unworthy of fuch an honour. Ler this be our Wed- 


feparable Companion. 


_ Tothis unexpected fuit, the good Father made a 
reply to this effect. Though it bea great thing which 
you require, yet I would have youthink that Love 


efteems it a very {mall matterto give. I have called. 
you often, 14 Friend, already; and fince you will: 


haveit morethan a term of civility or common afie- 


«tion, F ought not to be lefs forward than your felf to. 


advance it untoa more noble figmification. I have no 
caufe at all to fufpec& you of the vanity of Courtfhip 
and Complement 3 and therefore I will be fo prefump- 
tuous astobelieve you have conceived for me an af- 
fe@ion fo high as that you exprefs, provided. you will 
alfo: acknowledge the great paflion which 1 have for 
your fervice. It feems fo pane an obligation upon es 
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~ -ding-day : and from henceforth take me for. your. in- 


_ tion, that it may not mifs of his falutes: and another, — 
they fay, which lifts up its head above water whenhe | 
arifes, is wont to fink down again at his fetting: asif 
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— 


for a perfon of your defert to think “of giving me his 


heart, thatI cannot think it Juftice to keep mine any 
longer, but only under the notion of another mans 


goods. There are many perfons, I confefs, to whom 


T am bound by other obligations to give my advice,and 


the welfare of whofe fouls [am to attends which might 


make me unwilling to hearken to this defire of yours, 


and engage my felf in fo weighty a charge. But fince 


I difcern a more than ordinary Love in your breaft to- 


wards me, and fince {am touched with a reciprocal af _ 
fection, and ( which is more) do feel a certain incli- ~ 


nation towards you above allothers 5 I cannot contain 


my felf, but [muftagreeto your motion. It is true in- 
deed, we are engaged to love all men, and our Chari- - 


ty ought to be as diffufive asthe Sun-beams 5 but yet I 
am ofthe mind thatfome may challenge a more pecu- 
liar portion of itthan other of their neighbours. For 
I obferve that the Sun ic felf is more fond of fome 
plants than itis of thereft; fo that we fee one of his 
Favourites turns its face about according to his mo- 


it would then hide it felf, andfecretly bewail his ab- 


fence. Icall to remembrance alfo that God himfelf 


had his Pecaliar People; and that even among them, 
there were fome chofen perfons to whom he communi- 
cated more of his fecrets. When his own Son appear- 
ed to men with the greateft kindnefs toward them, 


yet-then [fee he had fome felect fouls who were nearer 


tohimthanany other. And befides the Seventy Two 
Dilciples who were particularly devoted to his fer- 


vice; he made choice of Twelve Alen to be intrufted © 
more immediately with allthe Myfteries of his King-* 


dom, 
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dom. And me-thinks thefe Twelve did not equally 
 ftand.in his favour, but there was fome difference 


which he made inhisefteem of them. For I obferve 


was ie — 


that there were Three who were cull’'d out to be wit- — 


neffes of his Glory, and before whomhe was transfix_ 


gured on the Holy Mount, when all the reft were left 
with the multitude below.. Nay,and of thefe Three there 
was One called the Beloved Difciple, and became his 
more bofome friend than either of the other two. And 
therefore fince the Saviour of the World, that great 
Mirror of all Vertues, -had his inclinations and parti- 
cular friendfhips 5 I will not fear to follow fo great a 
precedent. After anexample of fuch high Authority, 


I doubt not to contract a nearer and {tricter Amity: 


with one than all the reft of my acquaintance. And 


fince the fame Saviour will have you to be my corre- 


{pondent in fo dear a Love ( as I guefs both by his fend- 
ing now fofeafonably for your relief, and alfo by the 


- fudden change which your very language tells me my. 
difcourfe hath wrought in your foul) I fhall gladly: 
receive you with the greateft paffion into my imbra- 
_ ces,and_ hereafter become your perpetual Companion, . 
~ aswellas your Director and Guide.. , 
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Of the Neceffity of Friendfhip. Of faithful Counfel, How 

_ the Pilgrims doubted whether there was fuch a place as 
Jerufalem. The fatisfattion which his Friend gave 
him inthis particular. As alfo the comfort he admi- 
niftred to bin ina great Sicknefs. 


7 7Ow the poor mans heart was filled with an inex- 

'preflible Joy, and he could fcarce travel for a 
while by reafon of this paflion which was as trouble- 
fome tohim, as the contrary had been before. But 


having at laft overcome the excels of it, and diflembled _ 


it alfo while it {taydas well as he could, left his Friend 
fhould think he was made up of nothing: but contra- 


riety and inconftancy; On they went very merrily, — 


finging feveral Hymns whichthey had learnt, for di- 
vers milestogether. When they were ended; they 
fell into a very pleafant difcourfe about Heavenly-Poe- 


try. And the good Father did highly extoll t f wee 4 


Divine Souls, who had converted the Aéfes, and o 
Courtefans and lead Strumpets made them turn Reli 
gious and Saintly Creatures. Surely, faidt 
brave and noble A to reclaim theny{ 
bauched life as they had a longtime lead. It was a 


ba 
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ee 


piece of very eminent fervice to the world, to reform — 


theit impure fpeech , and teach them the language 


of Angels.. If there were a greater number of fuch — 


infpired minds one. would think they fhould convert 
the whofe World, by pleafing and inftructing it both 


together. 


After 


oe ..’ 
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he, it was a-— 


Fa ee Se ee * 


 ftrength within our Beings.’ 


a ae 
_ After he had proceeded for fome time ia this f{train, 


_ the young Pilgrim took occafion from thence to dif- 


courfe of the Harmony that is between fome fouls, and 
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the {weet confent of two equall and well-proportion’d _ 


hearts, which he thought were able to interchange the 
- greateit felicities inthe World. I have heard indeed, 
faid he, that it was the opinion of fome of the ancient 
Sages, that a wife man ftands in need of no body but 
him(elf, and that whofoever is without him, is not at 


all needfull tohim. But fure thefe were peevifhand — 


morofe people, whom I cannot but condemn as guilty 
of one of the moft dangerous Schifms in the world,' 
He was far wifer, I think, that faid; If we look on men 


ia general, they do not feen fo muchagreat many feveral - 


intive bodies , as fo many divided parts which Society re- 
unites: \-muft needs confels, for my own part, that I 
feel my felf but half a man without a friend. 1 cannot 
but place him inthe number of neceflary, and not only 
of delightful things. It isthe prerogative of God to 
need none buthimfelf. Ie is toomuch for us to live 


alone, who inclofe fo{mall a portion of wifdom and 


a 


* I do not reckon my felf 

fafe without your company. My felicity would be 
imperfect if you did not compleat it. I dare no fo 
much as truft my own thoughts unlels you approve 
them; nor follow my own counfels unlefs you allow 
them. age bus aroma ee ieee se * 


And here he began to {peak of the neceflity of faith- 
full counfel,and that it was not to be procured without 
afriend, For though we love our {elves never fo well, 
yet a friend will be lefs treacherous to us, than we {hall 
betotoourfelves. Thisbrought to mind a Comment 
* which was made by a wifer man than any of thofe 
Tt fullen 


ergao 


ob{cure faying 5 Dry light is ever the beft. Certain itis, 
faith he, That the Light which a man receives by 


‘counfel from another faithfull perfon, is dryer and 


purer than that which cometh from his own under- 
ftanding and judgement, For as that which he receives 
is eparate from all intereft, fo that which he gives him- 
felfis commonly infafed and drenched in his Cuftoms 


-and Affections. So that there is as much difference 
' between the counfel of a friend, and that which a man 
beftows on himfelf, as between the counfel of a friend | 


and ofa flatterer. For there is no fuch flatterer as ina 
mans felf; and there is no fuch remedy againft the flat- 
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fallen-pieces of gravity before-named, upon that old 


tery ofa mans felf, asthe liberty ofa friend. And, as » 


one thing ufually draws on another, this brought to 


his. thoughts a handfome difcourfe of another per- 
fon whom he had met withall, which very well illu- 
{trated the reafon of it 5 and was to this effect. Every 
man,we fay,is neareft to himfelf; but yet he is too near 


_ to be hisown Counfellor in things which concern him- 


_ mixt withthat which concludes. Hecan fin 


felf. There is not {pace enough between both, where-_ Be 
in to debate the counfel which is given, and whichis 
received. He cannot hinder thofetwo Reafonswhich 


deliberate in him from confounding themf 
munication; for that which propofeth 


e 


és in com> 
is too much 


ie 


an f nd no place 
free wherein to weigh his Reafons. But he propofes 
thofe which will favour his own humour, arid then he 


- inclines unto them, becaufe they are his own. He who 


_ countels therefore muft be another perfon diftin@ - 


from him who is counfelled. The objects muft be 
fet at a proportionable diftance from thofe facul- 
ties which judge of them. And as the moft quick- 
fighted can never fee themfelves; fo the greateft 
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intereft. 


guiled the time, and fhortned the length of the wayes. 
And it wasno {mall contentment, you may well think, 


tothe good old man, that he was poflefied of fuch a 


friend who could refrefh him with his apt difcourfes, 


__ and giveas well as receive inftruction. But thoughthe 


young Pilgrim was a perfon of {uch competent abili- 
_ ties, and had fo good a friend as this to affift him, 
“imagining alfo when the firft contract was made be- 
tweenthem,that he fhould now be no more difturbed ; 
- yet he was not without fome melancholy thoughts at 
_ certain feafons, of which this, as remember, was the 


chief. They two being talking one day about the 


‘ Pleafures of Fernfalem, and the great happinefs they 


-, fhoula enjoy at their arrival there, which ought to 


_f{weeten by its expectation all the difficulties of the 
--. ‘way; heaskt his companion with a very fad and de- 
~~ {ponding countenance, if it might.not admit of fome 

_ difpute whether there was fuch a place or no, and how 
he would prove the exiftence of it. 


Pie aes \ 

_ At which Queftion, becaufe he feemed to makea 
real doubt, the Father gave a very great f{tart, and 
{aid with a more than ordinary vehemence : What > 
Are we now to begin again, and do you remain unfa- 
tisfied of that which was the firft thing you learrt ? 
What was it that made you {tir one foot in this Jour- 
ney, if you were not perfwaded you fhould come to 
Ferufalem ? Or how came you to hold out thus long, 
and that you did nottyre many months ago? And 


In fuch delightful and ‘ufefal talk a this they be- 


aici ! ES Sa 
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_ ‘wits want perfpicacity in things that refpect their own | 


did you notonce, when you were tempted by fome © 


Tt.2 | | idle 
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idle perfons to difbelieve it, reject with anger all cheir ; 
frivolous allegations ? Good God ! What a thing is 


the Soul of man? How weak and infirm is our nature ? 
How fickle and uncertain are our moft {ferious 


thoughts? And whata great patience is it that we ex- © 


ercife every day? Surely if thy Love were not wider 


than the Circle of Heaven, we fhould throw our felves 


out of the compafs of it.—--Say no more, faid the 
other ( who here interrupted his fpeech ) for I am very 


fenfible of the truth of what you affirm. The foul of | 


man is an object very worthy of your pitty,and whofe 
ftate can never be fufficiently deplored. Nor do I 
know any Soul that defervesit more than mine, which 
is made, it feems, to exercife your patience as well as 
Gods. We cannot help it, I think({fo fhort and forget- 


ful are our Thoughts ) but we muft go backward and © 


forward. Sometimes we are confident, and fometimes 


we are doubtfull. Now we are merry, and prefently — 


we are fad even becaufe we were merry. Nothing will 
fhake us in thistemper, but in another aleafora fea- 


ther will make us turn afide. But do not, I befeech ~ 
you, upbraid unto me this mifery; which rather im- 


plores your charity to finda cure for it. J 


Well then, faid the other, in compliance with your. 
neceflity, let us {tep back a little ( which I hope will 
not prove a very great hinderance tous) and let us 


fearch if we have foolifhly undertaken this Journey 


to Ferufalew. So he led him by the hand to a 
certain friend’s houfe which they had not left much 
behind, and there ( without accepting of any refection 


which was offeredtothem ) prefently called for acer- — 


tain Book which was full of Mapps atténded with Dit 
courfes of feveral Countries: in one of which was a. 


defcription 


~~ Je 


Sj 
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_ defcription of the promifed Land and the famous City. 
_ Ferufalem, And that he might be aflured of the faithful-- 


Z. ee oe 


_nefsof it, he bad him caft his eye tothe bottom, and — 


there he fhould find the name of the man that was the 
- Author of thofe fair Tables: and who fhould that be, 
but Jefs, together with a fervant of his St. Paxd who 
finifhed by his direction what his Matter had be- 
gun, ‘There he found that the former of thefe perfons 
-profefied that he came from Heaven, which he proved 
- alfo by many Arguments of Divine Authority: and 
the latter that he wascaught up into Paradife and the 
third Heavens, where he had a perception of fuch | 
things as could not be painted in thofe Papers. And 
_then turning over feveral leaves that treated of this 
Country: he fhewed him fuch an exact Defcription of. 
the Situation and Nature of the place, of the Quality 
of the Inhabitants, of the imployments wherein they: 
are ingaged, of the Fruits of the Soil, ofthe Way that 

led to it,ofthe Travels of feveral perfons that had gone 

thither, of the return of one of them ( even Fe/~ him- 

felf) upon feveral occafions into this World, and of 


Ce the defcent of Angels which affured men of it, toge- 


ther with the teftimony of many undeniable Witnefles 
( allfervants of Jefus) concerning the truth of thefe 
things, whom he alfo there examined over again be- 
fore him; that he was afhamed of his incredulity and 
blufht to think that he had given him this new trouble. 
But above all, the Good man fhow’d him that Jefus by 
his laft Will and Teftament had made over an inheri- 
tance in jerufalem to all his faithfull Followers.. And. 
- that he had fealed and ratified this Will with his own 
deareft blood. And that God had fet to it his Seal al- 
fo, by raifing him from the dead and giving him Glory, 
at his ownright hand. Andthat this was demonftrated 
; +23 and: 


and that’ Deed 


fee; then the Rabble may do well tofay 5 they 
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thofe to whom they Preached. .For this made it evi- 
dent, faid he, that Fefvs is Crowned King in Fernfalems 
from whence he fent thefe Royal] gifts to men, and itis 


the earneft of our inheritance; and by it we are fealed to 


the day of Redemption, A\l which,and much more, for 


his further fatisfaction, and better remembrance,he af- _ 


terward got oneto comprife ina little Book; wherein 
was (hown that This is the record which God hath giver 
of his Son, thatin him we have eternal life. It would 


make my relation too long if I fhould tranfcribe that. 


Treatife, which is alfo come to my hands; and there- 
fore I fhall only acquaint you with the conclufion of 
their difcourfe on this argument, which was to this 
purpofe. And now, faidthe Father, if you call in 


-queftion the credit of this Story concerning Fefws, be- 
caufe you never faw him; ! would wifh you to take 


heed left you be a teacher of Rebellion, andlearn men 
to juftifie Sedition againft their lawful Soveraign. For 
if we muftentertain nothing but what we our felves 


5 


of Chrift further eftablithed, by the 
fending of the Holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles and 


no King, becaufe they never faw his face; norhathhe 


yet gone his Progrefs among them: and tha 
no Laws that oblige them, becaufe they we 
~ : > 2 Sars es ; 
fent when they were enacted, nor heard his M 
fay, The King will, or that heconfented tothem. For 


my part I cannot fee lelS reafon to believe, that our. 


Lord was miraculoufly conceived, ufhered into the 
World by a Star,and the (houts of the Heavenly Hofts, 


annointed with the Holy Ghoft at his Baptifm, tranG 


figured on the holy Mount, confefled by Devils, ac- 
knowledged by Angels, juttified by Miracles, raifed 


from the Dead, and taken up to Glory3 then our 


~ children 


Se 
tthere are — 
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children will have to believe that our prefent Sove- 
_raign after a long banifhment was fuddenly reftored 
to his Throne, that he entred his Royal City on fuch 
a day withthe joyfull acclamations ofall his people; 
that. he codein Triumph, and was folemnly Crowned 
the year following; and that the Book containing a 
defcription of the Magnificent Ceremonies of that day, 
givesa true and juft account of them. They that 


would perfwade you to doubt of the truth of the holy | 


Writings, which conveigh the notice of thofe great 
thingsto you,and whereby you hold all the hopes you 
have of happinefs at Jerufalem; may in time think 
their wits fo fine as to go about to prove that the Great 
Charter of England is but aforged Deed, that all the 

. Liberties you think you have are but the Idols of your 
gy own brain, or that the whole Writing by factious {pi- 
__ rits hath been corrupted and altered at their pleafure. 
And if you fhould fay, that there are fo many Argu- 
ments to {top their mouths that they will be afhamed 


-liaments confirm’d it, and all Englifh men have a long 


hefe allegations are not.-confiderable 
ers. For fo have thefe holy books (as 
een ever received for the Apoftolical 
3 fever provethem guilty of any 
_ impofture 5 their greatef{t enemies charge them 
with the crime of reporting falfe Miracles; yea the 
Jews acknowledge them to have been wrought, and 
Heathen writers have fet their hands to fome things of 

@ nomeanaccount; and yet thefe are not fufficient with 
fuch men to prove them true becaufe they did not 
ftand at the Apoftles elbows when they were penn’d 

and fent abroad into the World. And therefore what 
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_ . offuch foolifh talk 5 for Kings have fealed it, and Par- 


ime afferted it; you will find your felf much miftaken,. 
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in the confeffion of all Exgland worth to prove your 
Liberties; fince the confeffion of the whole Chriftian 


World for fo many ages is not worth a ftraw with 


them to prove thefe Writings > If they will not Jet you 
have a Fefws becaule they did not fee him; whydhould 
they fufler you to enjoy any other things which they 


-cantake away upon the fame pretence? But if they 


will permit you to enjoy the benefit of any antient 
Deeds, when nothing can be juftly excepted againft 
them; then we hope that it islawfull tocall the Go- 
{pel Casone ofthe Antients doth ) our mew conveyance 
whereby Jefus hath fetled upon us an everlafting in- 
heritance in the Heavenly Country, of far greater va- 
Iuethen that which the Jraelites by Vertue of the old 
writings poflefled. in the earthly. 
Here the young Traveller pluckt him by the fleeve 

befeeching him to make no longer ftay in that place,” 


for,faid he, you have diffipated all my clouds already | 
-and Iam fully perfwaded that there is fuch a City as 


Ferujalem. ThoughI doubted a little of it, yetletme 
not be fufpected of Infidelity. Iproteft toyouthat I — 
bear fuch a reverend regard to thefe Writings which 
you have laid before me, that.I would rather lofe all 
the goods Thavein the Worldthen part withthem, I 
have a long time held them fo Sacred that they have © 
been my comforters in all my troubles, and the Songs 


of my Pilgrimage. At this very moment I carry them 


. about me and fhall hereafter fet a greater value on 


them; for what Ihave held by Cuftome I fhall now 


hold by Reafon, and be able torender an account to ~ 


_thofe that afk ofthe Hope thatisinme. Letusgoon 


- Sir Tintreat you without any further difpute, and how- 


foever negligent I have been in former times I am re- 
: : folved 
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folved hereafter to read this Holy Book with more 
attention of Mind: and to procure thereby that this 
fhort {tay may not make me come a whit the later to 


my journeys end. © 


It is very well done, faid the Father, that you have 
provided your felf with fo neceflary acompanion as 
‘that Bookis: whichmight ferve todirect you with- 
out me, but that I fee you are not fufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the language of it. Wher you read of the 
WitnefS of the Spirit, its like you waited for {ome im- 
mediate affurance of the truth of thefe writings. And 
when you heardthem fpeak of our being fealed with 
> the holy Spirit of promife , you lookt for an infpirati- 
on, and expected to be ftampt and imprefled witha 

certain perfwafion of their Authority. Which is as 

much asto fay, that you defired to be endued witha 
confidence, which as it {tood upon no ground, fo 

“might be fthaken without any caufe atall, ButI pray 

you hereafter to be as good as your word, applying 
your mind more vigoroully to comprehend the fenfe 

“of what you read; and where you doubt of any 

thing, repair to me, that I may aflift your Under- 

ftanding. And above all things let me once for all 

-advife you to-ufe all means to ftrengthen your faith 

concerning the other Life, and to aflure your felf 
~ upon fuch evidence as 1 have given you, that Fe/ws is 
gone tofernfalem, ‘and there expects your coming to 

him. Do but firmly perfwade your heart of this, and 

keep it in your mind, and then I thal! think it as im- 

poffible for you to grow weary,as for the Sun to {tand 

{tills and as impoffible you fhould mifcarry, as that 

the Sunfhould fall fromhis ‘Orb. 


Uu After 
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no means unattempted to foar aloft ag he was w 
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After he had received a promife from him, that he — 
would do hisendeavour to make his Soul more fenfi- 
ble of this weighty thing: they buckled themfelves 
afrefh to their march. And never did the young man 
travell fo luftily as now; for he had gathered much 
ftrength by his doubting; and thought he fele himfelf 
attracted and haled towards Heaven by the glory of 
it which now fhone upon him; juft as the Loadftone 
draws Iren toit,and makes it skip into its Bofome. Hf — 
I fhould fay that he ran now rather then went, I fhould 
mifreport the fervours wherein he felt himfelf; which 
indeed furnifhed him with Wings, and made him not 
fo much to run, as fly towards the Holy City of God. 
He was allaiery, and feemed not to touch the Earth 
with his feet: and as for his own Flefh , he had fo 
many Spirits, that it was no more a Burden to him 
then the Feathers are to a Bird, which rather help 
then hinder it initsflight. But yet ( fo mutable is 
this Body of ours) he had not flownvery long, be- 
ing aflifted by every thing that he faw, or heard, or 
met withall, before he was made fenfible that he was 
cloathed with a greater weight of Flefh then he ima- _ 
gined ; and that this Globe of Earth had a greater pow- 
er over him then he was willing to believe. For he 
was feized with fuch a violent ficknels, and felt his 
blocd in fuch a boiling heat ; that he thought now he 
was not in the Air, but at the beft ina thick cloud of 
{tinking vapours which almoft choaked his Vital {pi- 
rits. Hehad not mounted up to fo high a pitch be- 
fore, but he fancied now that he was funk as low ; 
and that the Terreftrial parts prevailed, if not far 
more, yet as much as the Aerial had lately done. 
Very oftenhe laboured to heave up himfelfs and left 
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but all in vain, for he was fo oppreffed and over-load- 


ed with that iluggifh matter which now flowed 
through his whole Body, that he could fcarce fetch 
his breath , unlefs it were in fighs and groans at the 
alteration which he fuffered. Juft asa veflel of good 
Wine which now being {weet and pleafant, is rendred 


ere long acid and ungratefull to our palate, by the af | 


cent and flowing of thofe faline particles which before 
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were thruft down or put afide : So was his Spiric | 


fowred and rendred unacceptable to himfelf, by the 
floating again of thofe ill humours, which he hoped 
had been buried in their graves, never to rife and di- 
fturb him any more. | | 


It would be both too tedious and, too fad, to relate’ 


all the affliction which he endured from his dejected 
thoughts; And I fhall rather chufe to tell you how 
his companion addrefled himfelf tohis Cure, whereby 
you will underftand: fufficiently thenature of his 


_ difeafe.. I amforry tofee you thus ill (faid his kind 
-Phyfitian when he firft came to him _) but it isno more 


then expected and it would not much trouble me, 
if did not find your mind moredifordered then your 


fo unacquainted with thefe diftempers, but that I per- 
ceive the fymptomes of a mind much grieved, becaule 


- it cannot think of Fefvs and Ferufaleme with the fame 


freedom and pleafure, that it did not long ago. This 
Teafily fee isthe ficknefs you labour under; and fet- 
ting afide the anguifh which this creates, I do not be- 
lieve you have any reafon to complain. But I pray 
you, my Dear Brother, do you not think of our Lord 
very much, when you are Patient and quietly refigned 

Uu 2 to 


bedy. I willnotadd fo muchto your pain, as to bid ~ 
you tell me what it isthat troubles you; for lamnot. 
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to his Will in every thing? Are you not much in: his 
company when you take up your Crofs witha meek 
Spirit, faying, Not my will, but thine be done? For 
what was fe/us, buta great Example of Patience and 
humble fubmiffion to the pleafure of God through- 


-eut the whole courfe of his Life 2 Why do you 
then place the contentment of your heart in being 


able to pray’ with your wonted intention , and to 
contemplate Divine things with fuch .a clearnefs. as 
when you were in. the pure {kys and not rather in 
accomplifhing the Will of our Lord , who knows 
what place is beft for us and what condition will moft 
certainly conduce to our Good? Let meask you, is 
not this ficknefs now come upon youby his appoint- 
ment , and fent by the direction of his wife provi- 
dence ? Do younotthink it to. be his will, that the 
time which not long ago was {pent in praying, fhould’ 


now be fpent in vomiting > Let it be fo then Cas. _ 


a.good.man was wont to fay) and let us not -mut- 


ter at it : but fee you take more pleafure in this. — 
that he is pleafed’, then if you poflefled Heaven and’ — 
Earth. And fuppofe this be a punifhment for fome: 


offence, and that now he chaftifes fome inordinate: 


defire ; for I difcern, me thinks, an indication of fome 
fuch fcruple that molefts your thoughts: what have - 


you moreto do.in that cafe but to be thankful, and. 
to caft your felf at. his feet, defiring both correétion: 
and forgivenefs. Tobe thankfull I fay, becaufe we: 


aremuch beholden.to him-, that he will put himfelf 


to the trouble of finding out means of our amend-. 
ment. Nay, fome pious men have thought that to 
be ccrreCted by. the hand of fuch a Father, and with. 


fo much love, doth put us rather into a need of Hu- 


mility for the moderating our Joy which we thall 
| | wate: be. 
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be apt to conceive in his Charity towards us; than of 
the Vertue of Patience whereby to endure the punifh- 
ment that helayesuponus. For is it not a great fa- 
_vour that he will look after us? Is it not a mark of his: 
efteemthat he thinks it worth his pains to ufe his Rod. 
to reclaim us? And would you-have him be fo fond as. 
to let you proceed to commit thofe faults, which he 
knows will utterly {poil you ? Should he love you ifhe 
did forbear his ftripes, when he fees there is great need 
of fuch fharp inftruments to reform you? Or do you 
think he delights to afflict,and takes a greater pleafure 
to hear you cry and roar under his hand, than to hear 
you fing and rejoyce in his arms ? {t is unchriftian. to 
impute unto him fuch Cruelty. You'cannot without 
impiety imagine, either that he will not chaftife his 
children in order to make them ceafe to offend 5 or 
that he will not grant a pardon when they humbly, 
bow their wills to his, and ask it of him. No queftion 
he will do both when caufe requires; and though 
fometimes he gives a pardon without any correction, 
- yet never the correction without an intent to pardon. 
Lye ftill therefore under his Fatherly hand, and then 
I affure you there is greater reafon both to be thank- 
full,.and alfo to expect a pardons. becaufe you are 
much amended when your own will is fo. broken, that. 
you can fubmit to any of his Rods. 


But here I muft not forget to admonith you of one: 
thing which I-have fomewhere read in the advices of 
a grave perfon, which is; To take great heed. that 
your flefh do not deceive and cheat you with its: diffi- 
‘mulations while you are in. this ftate 5. endeavouring: 
to flubber over negligence under the pretext of, I caz~ 
not.doany more, Itistrue, we are. not tyed tothae 

Ulu 3 which: 
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_ which we cannot do; but yet the flefh will fometimes 
juggle and complain of impotence, when there is no- 
thing hinders us but only Sloth. Here you muft look 
upon yourfelf with a great manyeyes 5 you muft be- 
come your own {py, and narrowly watch the moft fe- 
cret motions of your heart. For this Eve that is with- 
in us, is fo defirous to be cherifhed and pleafed, tobe 
walking up and down the Garden, and to be eating of 
the forbidden fruit ; that fhe wants net a thoufand in- 
ventions to make us believe that her demands do not 
extend to fuperfluities, but only to things neceflary for 
us3 that fhe doth not defire eafeand pleafure fo much — 
as reft from hard labourss and fhe is ina mighty chafe 
if we will not give a perfect credit to her. She per- 
{wades us fometime that we are much weaker than in 
truth wecan affirm our felvesto be: She tells us that 
we cannot with fafety think of any thing elfe but her, 
and is not willing to letus make a tryal: She bids us 
attend only to her quiet and fatisfadtion, and not fuffer 
the mind to difturb her repofe at all: And the more — 
we humour and gratifie her defires, the more {till fhe 
bemoans her felf to. move our pitty towards her. It 
concerns us therefore to be carefull in obferving what 
good it is that we canthen perform without a manifeft 
prejudice to our health, and to make provifion that it 
be not neglected by means of the heavy complaints of 

-Jazinefs and floth. Lookup. unto Jefes as often as you . 
can, Tell himin the fecrets of your foul that you hear- 
tily love him. Open your very bofome' to him, and 
fhew how defirous you are to be more conform’d un-. 
to him by this affliction. Pray him to come and ran- 
fack your heart, and to throw out of doors, whatlo- 
ever is offenfive to him. Let him know that you had 
rather ( not only befick, but) dye a thouland times 

! . Cee: _ than 


ay. 
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than not be friends with him. And fo-entreat him to 
take pitty upon you. Promife him to dowhat{cever 
he would have you. And exhort all others of your 
acquaintance, that they would love and ferve him 
more than you cando, And this let me add for your 
comfort, that fometimes he beftows more favours up- 
on fick men in their Beds, who can pray in no other 
manner, but by the humiliations and proftrate fubmif- 
fions of their Wills to him: than he doth upon fome 
others who fpend many hours on their bended knees 
inthat holyexercife. And do not defpair, 1 befeech 
_ you, of receiving this mercy, though you think your 
felf never fo unworthy of it, fince it cofts him no more, 
but only his Will to beftow ir. 


With thefe, and fuch like Difcourfes, the Good man 
entertained his friend in this ficknefs for many dayes5 
which put the time into a {peedier pace than otherwife 
it would have pafled away. Though he kept his 
Bed for fome weeks, yetthe hours did not feem at all 


tedious to him, but rather fled away as faft, as he ufed 


before to dohimfelf. So happy athing it isto have 
a partner in our troubles, and the affiftance of another 
fhoulder befide our own to bear our griefs. Good 
Difcourfes are likethe breath of Heaven, which when 
the burdned Vefiel feels, fhe cuts her way through all 
‘the waves, and never complains of the greatnefs of her 
burden. Nay, they proved to him like the cool Air 
which refrefhes the gafping Traveller in a hot day 5 
making his very body feel its leggs the fooner, by the 
delicate touches which they gave unto his Spirit. All 
the Art of his Doctors, and an whole Apothecaries 
Shop had not been able to reftore his confumed flefh 
fo eafily, and in fucha little fpace of time 5 as thefe So- 

veraign 
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veraign Cordials which diftilled from the Good mans 
lips, and were drawn, he felt, from the very bottome 
of his heart. Ihave wondred fometimes when I con- © 
fidered the fuddennefs of his recovery 5 for though he 
lay fome weeks ina feeble condition, it was becaufe he. 


_did not at firft receive thefe Medicines; which fofoon 


as hetafted, he became another man, and feemed to’ 
have a New Effence infufed into him. It ig no new 
piece of Philofophy, but.an Axiome older than Hippo- 


. crates, and which calls Solomon ( that great Phyfician) 


Pro,13,25« 


17. 22 


Pro 30.126 


its Father; Heavine/s in the heart of man maketh it 
ftoop: but a good word maketh it glad. And in another 
place of his Aphorifms we read, that, 4 merry heart 
doth good to a Medicine : but a broken fpirit dryeth th 
bones. 


Car. XXIX. 


Of the trouble which the Pilgrim was in about fome bufineS 
which had layne negleded during bis ficknefs. Of his — 
defires after a contemplative Life. Of Solitude. The 
Profit of it: efpeciclly at the beginning of our Chriflian 
courfe. And how they that enjoy it, donot find all the 
fatisfaction which they expected init, 


Br able therefore by the good infpirations of his 
friend (whofe mouth he acknowledged was a Well 
of Life ) to goabout the houfe ; He fpent as much time 
as he was able in praifing God, in{tructing the fervants, 
and doing good to all his neighbours, not neglecting 
any duty which God or manrequired of him, But fo 
it was, that having been long fick, there were fome 
neceflary bufinefles in which both heand his friend 


were 


pte 
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were concerned, that had layn as long as himfelf with- 


out any regard. Thefe called very importunately up- 


- Onhim for his attendance, and being very weighty, 


and requiring quick difpatch, would not ceafe to fol- 


~~ licite more of his thoughts than he was willingto al- 


lowthem. It will be of no ufe to tell you what they 
were, but it may be fufficient tolet you know that 
they were of fuch monent that without a. manifeft 
wrong both to himfelf and others, he could by no 
means put them off, nor make them reft contented 


witha coldand flow management of them. And yet 


from hence his mind took occafion to fpring a new 
doubt, which he had not power to remove himfelf, till 
he had made it known to his Friend 3 though his af- 
fairs were not fo urgent but that they left hima little 
leifure to confider of that which might have given him 
fome fatisfa@tion. For whenfoever a crowd of little 


_ occafions throng’d in upon him and would not be de- 


‘ 


nyed his company ;_ then he began to frown upon him- 
felf becaufe he did not find fo much vacancy as his 


heart defired for private Prayer and Recollection. 


y this the Father faid’ (as foon as he had eafed 
himfelf of the {cruple by telling of it .) that for his part 
he was very glad to find he had fuch a vehement love 
for retired thoughts and ‘fecret converfe with God 5 
and that he fighed fo much after it, asfar more de- 
lightful to him then the open World and all the bra- 
very. which it hangs out tous. But he told himalfo 
that he was to be blamed for thinking -himfelf lefs 
pleafing toGod in what he was a doing,becaufe he was 
lef pleafing to himfelf. For, do you not know, faid 
fhe, that God hath bidden us ferve our neighbour as 

-muchas we can ? and that it isan idle pretence to fay 
; Xx we 


£ 
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we love God whom we never faw, if we love not our 
Brother whom we fee continually ? And hath henot 


-placed us ina Body which muft be fed, and that can- 


not be nourifhed with Thoughts and live upon Medi- 
tations ; nor be fupported withoutthe labour of its 
own hands ? Why then do youcomplain that it can- - 
not be filled witha Prayer, and have its hunger fatif- 
fied with an Hymn? Perhaps it may fo fall out, thata 
great many things fhall require our fervice at one and — 
the fametime; and though we call not for them all 
together, yet they call on us and bid us mind them-; or 
elle they fay that they willbe gone and not wait upon 
our leifure. Is there any reafonnow to turn thofe 
things’ away that will not come again? or fhall we 
trouble our felves that we have not the difpofall of 
other mens wills, and cannot makethem come to us 


wifh for that, while you are forced to ferve other 
things. He is not to becommended thatisglad of a 
multitude of bufinefles, and loves (as we fay )to have 
his hands fullof the World: but yethe isno wayes 
deferving of our praife neither, who when his Calling 
thrufts it upon him, and he is got into: the midit of 


it, is {till bewailing himfelf and troubled at his portion. 


The true way to peaeé is, tofet our hands with all di- 
ligence to the neceflary works of our calling, but to 
fet our hearts upon the more immediate fervice of our 


Lord. To do our bufinefs, whatfoever multiplicity 


there happen to be init; but to long todo fomething 


; elfe,. 
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P elfe, if that would permitus. Yet ftill I fay wemutt 


fo long after the Higher life, that our defires do not 
breed in-us any difguft or impatience in the Lower ; 


which will both make our bufinefs eels iad unfit us — 


for our {piritual employments, 


Youremember I make no doubt of the {tory of ‘Facob, 
how much he was inamoured of fair Rachel ; but that 
though he ferved feveral years for her, yet he was put 


_off withthe embraces of Leah and forced to endure - 


another apprenticefhip for his moft beloved. And the 

reafon of it you know isthere rendred, becaufe it was 

~not the fafhion of that Country to difpo of the Youn- 

ger before the Elder Sifter. I have fometimes thought 

z Soe this may not unfitly be accommodated to repre- 
. fent unto us the eftate and condition of Pious fouls 

' while they arelike Jacob in this Pilgrimage far from 
their Fathershoufe. They areextreamly defirous to 
-- be wholly wedded to the fair and amiable life of Con- 


~~ templation, Prayer and conftant paffions of love of 


God, This they court and woe above allother things, 
hoping i in alittle time: to obtain their fuit and {pend 
ir dayes in fuch happy. enjoyments. But foit is, 

t they mutt be employed a long while other wayes, 
bef ai ae canreafonably expect to attive at the fe- 
ng wholly fequeftred unto that Life. And 

ity of this World that when we ima- 
gine we fhall now be at perfect leifure for it 5 fome 
thing or other ftill thrufts us into a different way of 
living. Nay the manner of this€ ountry isfuch, that 
we mutt be contented to ferve firft in thefe bafer em- 
ployments, before we canbe permitted to come to 
thefe nobler retirements. With this Worldly life we 


all begin and it isthe Elder of the two, Nay, moft of. 


Xx 2 us 
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‘ys are forced by many years labourin providing for — 
the lower man, to procure to our felvesa liberty of 

being more vacant to the fervice of our fouls. And 
itis very well, Iaflure you, if after more years then 
4acob {erved, God fhall bepleafed to blefs us with fuch 
a- proportion of thefe Worldly goods,that we may re. 
pofe our felves with greater guietnefs in the bofome of 
a more contemplative life. “Then we may be allowed 
incompare with this beautifull Rache/, to hate Leah 
and all her earthly bufinefs: yea it willbe expected at 
our hands when we are furnifhed as Facobwas with 
flocks and herds and can fay, Wehave enough s that 
we quit the world and retreat from our fecular affairs - 
and betake our felves more intirely to the Higher life. 
And this favour perhaps our Lord may indulge us, 
when we are growna little older and fhall be more ripe. 
for it; buttillthat time let us be patient as the Patri- 
arch was; and in hope at laft to injoy this {weet, this 
beloved life, not fuffer the other to feem at all a tedi- 
ous {tate unto us. 


ae 


This difcourfe did not a little gratifie our young 
Traveller, who now fancied himfelf snodiealt agi 
' withing for nothing fo much as to have the-fai 7 
fel we {poke of given him to be his wife. Aind fo much — 
he had imprefled his mind with theIdea of that more 
excellent converfation,that had it not been for the la{t 
words his Friend fpake, and that he confidered alfo it - 
is wont to remain like Rachel a great while, more bar-. 
ren then the other; he had faln into reproaches of this. 


” Blear-eyed life, which makes us fuch {trangersto Di- 


viner objects, that when we behold them our eyes: 
- {mart and growfore by reafon of their fplendor. It is. 
s00 little to fay that he loved it; for he burnt with de-. 


fire 


fairDam- 


aot 
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of this life, the time feemed like the cold frofty nights 


~ wherein Jacob kept the flocks of Laban in the field. 


a a 
fire after it. When he was employed about the affairs 


Then were his Sunfhine dayes, and his Heart all in an — 


ardor of Love and Joy, when he was within doors fe- 
cluded fromthe herd of the World and fhut up with 


God in hisSoul. If there was any heat and eagernefs 
_ inthe difpatch of his ordinary bufinefs, it was by a re- 


flection from thefe greater flames 5 which excited him 
to purfue that with the more agility, that he might the 


fooner quit his hands of it, and be free for God. 
‘ And thus having placed his affections, T need not tell: 


you how oft he ufed to {teal .a glance of thofe Heaven- 


ly objects, even when he was in the midft of fome: of 


his worldly occafions. This I alwayes obferved, that 


when it was left to his ownchoice what part he would 


take to manage 3 he would ever lay hold on that 
which would give moft liberty for his thoughts, to: 


--. withdraw themfelves fometimes to better things, And. 
having good facob fo much in his mind, he ufed to fay. . 


that he wondred the Shepheards of all other men were 


- not moftenvyed ( whofe name God hath aflumed into. 


his Titles ).becaufe their life is fo like to His who rules: 
the whole World and yet enjoyes himfelf.. For ~his 
part ashe pafied along in his journey and faw thofe 
Swains with their Sheephooks in their hands, he could. 
not for his life but fancy them to be Scepters, andthe. 
mento be fo many petty Kings, whole obedient peo- 


ple left them nothing elfe todo but to pleafe them- 
felves. O happy Soveraigns, was he wont to fay, who: 
have fuch peaceable fubjects !_ O Princely Souls whofe 


Royalty is attended with none of thole enemies of Li- 


berty, which make the Thrones of others uneatie |: 


Xx 3 There. 


_tafte were not fpoiled, they would find more Delight 
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There is none privy to what you do, but only your — = 


felves. Noneoftho Ceremonies trouble you, which 
incumber al} the ations of Kings. You live in the 
Kingdom of Wifdom. Your minds are free for the 
nobleft contemplations. Your Court is frequented 


with no flatterers. And itis not hard for you toknow — 
_thofe that love your perfons from thofe that love your 
fortune. You are not enforced either tobe loaded with ~ 


Cares, or elfe with the reproach of being negligent. 


Your leifure is far better then all the imployments 
- which others feek. It is better to want with you, 
then to abound with all the World befide. Your de- 


farts are far in my éfteem before the Glory of Princely 
Pallaces. Andthere are no chains fo well made or 
{o fairly guilded over,that could tempt me out of your 
Liberty. , | 


When he had recovered himfelf out of thefe plea- 


fant tranfports , he oftentimes fell into a very fober 


commendation of Solitude : which he ufed tocallthe ~ 
Gate that lets intothe inward World , the fuburbs of 
Heaven,and the Miftrefs of fuch noble fatisfaGtions as 


‘the Courts of Kings cannot equal. The profit of this 


hidden and unknown life, faid he, is not 
prefied ; when obfcuring our felves inour own Souls 
we have the greater light within 5 and communicating 
folely with our Lord, in that one objet we enjoy more 
thenallthe World. So'ficceflary it is, that I find he 


cannot be wife that is not retired. He muft be a_ 


Fool that {buns his own company. He thinks all things 


. better then himfelf, who forfakes himfélf to be with 


them, Ifthe World had not loft their Wits they would 
not thus flight and pafs by their own Souls. If their 


Poe as 
ce : 
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-replyed the Pil 
- alone whois accompanied with noble thoughts 5 yet 
If too much alone without your. 
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abroad, Though peaceand innocence make no great 


noife, yet their undifturbed pleafures yield the higheft 
contentment. Their pleafures are fuch that itis hard . 


for great perfonsand thofe who are much in the World 
to take their fhare inthem. And as for all others, fince 
we muit divide them with thofe men whom by no 
means we would be like, they cannot import very 
much to our fatisfaction. | 


A great number of other things he heaped up in 
praife of this private life, till at laft he endeavoured to 
derive honour upon it from the example of our Lord 
who hethought was much delighted in it. For he 
obferved that it was thirty years before he would fre- 


4 quent the World; and that after he did appear, he 
’ was wont very oftento retire himfelf even from the 


company of his own family. . And think he had ad- 


ded agreat deal more in this Argument, had not his 
Companion here interpofed this fudden queftion. 
- What then? are you fo affected tothis life as to will 
you may beleft alone? You mean belike to quit me too, 


and turn. an 


Hermite to enjoy your felf the better, 
body fhares in your affections. By nc means, 
ilgrim as haftily : for though he is never 


when no 


I fhould think my fe m 
company. This Solitude doth not exclude our Friends 
but rather make room for.them. We cannot enjoy 
whom we would, unlefs we retire and feparate our 
felves fromthe multitude:’ There we may pick and 
chufe, but inthe crowd men will thruft themfelves up- 
onus. And therefore I would be alone that I may 
have more of you. [ would go afice from -the Woes 

i” that 


: ne See 
as well as more profit at home, than can be enjoyed 
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_. :that I may not be drawnfo much from.you. And in- 
~® deed whatfoever profit or pleafure there is that fan- 
ey inthis private life,they muft needs be multiplied by 
-the company of a friend to whom I may impart the be- 
“nefits that I receive, The moft plentifull feaft with- . 
- ‘outa companion, is the Life of a Lion or of a Wolf. © 
Let my -fulnefs be never fogreat;I {hall fuffer hunger, 
_aslong-as | want one of your goodnefs to tafte my hap- 
_pinefs with me. We were taught, I remember , at 
"School, that Reftin ancient times was ftiled, The Food 
of the gods 5 and therefore I have fince thought that.a 
retreat from bufinefS cannot but bevery necefiary for’ 
man. Butvas their leifure was thought to be fweeteft . 
when they enjoyed it together : fo’ 1 conceive. willmy 
Solitude be, 1f you think good alfo to live alone with 


me. I do not fancy thereareany Anchorets in the 


other Worl. There.are no Defarts in thofe {pa- — 
tious Plains which we fee above, The Heavenly Na- - 
tures love Society, and therefore F'will not labour to 


mn 


beuntikethém,: Andindeed, if were perfectly fhut 


up.in my own foul, I could not make itfuchan H 


-withme.,  . © 


Well, faid thePather, I am very mach beh | 
you, thatyou.will make me the Companion of your 
moft fecret pleafures: and it layes a great obligation 

.onmeto be good, if it were but for this only; that 
there may be no Image imprinted’on fucha foul as 
yours, but what is fair and lovely. Irmuft be confet- 
fed allo, that there is very: great ule: of Solitarinets, 

_efpecially in the beginnings of a New Life. Phen-if 

one fhould afk me, What thall { fly? “Twould anfwer, 
as. one of the Philofophers did, Fly the multitude. For - 


while 


ermine. % 


tage, but that the image of you would: ill dwe ell is 
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hath been long fick; if you ftir him from the place 


- where he is; he grows worfe. Sucha mancan{carce . 


return back from the world with the manners he car- 
ried outwith him, Something that he had compofed, 
Is putinto dilorder: Some evil that he had chafed 


_ away, comes back to him unawares: fome good refo- 


lution whichhe had formed, is loftin a great croud of 
temptations: and the bad cuftoms which he had 
thaken off, will endeavour again to renew their ac- 
quaintance. — All places being full of ill examples,there 
is the greater danger of infection. There is none but 
either commends a vice,or imprefles it onus, or fecret- 
ly rubs us with it. And it is very hard to beat offthe 
aflaults of enemies, whenthey come in fo great troops 


_ uponus. Ie is good counfell therefore at {uch a time : 


Retire into-your felf. Shut up your foul within doors, 


- and let it not ftir abroad, And truly he hath very 


honourable thoughts of us, who thinks us fit to bear 


Ce The Parabl BAS 
while aman is weak in Vertue, he is liketo one that ' 


our felvescompany. He repofes a great confidence _ 


-Inus who darestruft us to our felves. For there is no 


E worfe fociety for a manthan his own, if hedonot de- 


fign to become good. Fools and mad men ought not 
to be left intheir ownhands. For as the wife employ 
their Solitude in pious counfels, and fober advices for 
the good government of themfelves: fo the wicked 
then meditate bad defigns, and plot the fulfilling of 
naughty defires. They whet their anger, or irritate 
their luft, or brazen their foreheads to commit all vil- 
Jany: and what fear and fhame. concealed. from the 


‘world, they bring forth then before themfe!ves, and 


prepare it tocome abroad. See then what a good 
opinion! have conceived of you, inthat I bid you not 


to fly yourfelf. I muft needs take you fora man of 
my Yy ; worthy 
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worthy thoughts, or elfe [fhould not permit you to 


be aloné:. - And let me tell you, that I promife my felf 


- you will improve your own company fo well, as to be 


worthy at laft to be trufted in the open World, When 


your mind is well fortified, and your .refolution con- 


firmed; the World will need fuch a good example, to 


reform the eval wherewith it abounds. Weare not’ 


born for our felves alone; but others mu‘ feel there is 


-agood man ftill remaining among them. It is fit in- 


deed that at certain times you fhould all your life fe- 


gquefter your felf from men;fo it be without affectation ~ 


of fingularity, or making any noife : but there you 


-muft not bury your felf; aor make your Clofet a 
Tomb,wherein to converfe with no body but the dead. - 


Your Light muft {0 thine before men, that feeing-your 
good works, they may glorifie your Father which is 
inHeaven. . And you muft fhew forth the praifes of 
him,who hath called you out of darknefs into his mar- 
vellous Light. But having given you an example of 


both thefe inthe Blefled Fe/ws, 1 will not fufpe& y ona 


memory of fomuch unfaithfulnefs, as to think you 
ftand inneed to have thofe inftructions re 
willrather pray you to let me know | 
your felf inthofe retirements, and w 
with fo great fatisfaction in them. 


as now you expect 


tO recap. =e ; 


» that making his 
retreat very frequently into this Soveraign Privacy,he 
could not alway be Mafter of thofe brave thoughts 
which he imagined he fhould have enjoyed. That Life 
he faw had its imperfections, and he lookt to enjoy 


And truly afterward he confefled 


there thofe delightful {pectacles, which too often with- 


drew themfelves from his fight, and could not be woo- 
é ed 
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found that we do not yet live in the Country of Idea’s 


and the Land of Perfe@tions: but that we dwell in 


_ lower Regions, and are forced to travell among Chi- - 
_ mera’s, and to fight many times with monftrous [ma- 


ginations. At the beft wedo but fee the fhadows of 
things; or if we gain a true Image of them, yet we 
muft be content to fit down a great way on this fide of 
that excellent life, the Image of which we have con- 


ceived in our‘mind. The Pattern is too big for us: 


while we are fhut up in thefe Prifons. And to be fo 
free in our thoughts and affections ; it is neceflary that 
we obtaina releafe from thefe bodies. Only thus much 


benefit he reaped fromthis dear Solitude wherein he 


fometimes reigned; that he was verily perfwaded he 
fhould one day arrive at the Freedom and Peace of 
Ferufalew. We could not think that his Soul fhould 
alwayesdwell fo far fhort of that happy Country, of 
which he had fucha lovely picture in his mind. It 
feemed unreafonable to imagine, that when all other 


things are fuffered to grow to their height and utme 


a perfection ; the fpirit of man only fhould everremaina 
ee, f eet Sil 


_ dwarf, 


| os sather continue a child, and never be un- 
loofed from its {wadling-bands. No, no; would he 
frequently fay, I feel my Soul untying thefe Bands. ic 
grows too great for thele cloaths, and cannot fuffer 
it felf tobe thus confined. “It afpires to that happy 
State which admits of no defects, and will make me 
call my felf aMan. It longs and groans to be above 
it felf. It ftretches its hands to reach the Perfection 
of Purity, and tolay hold on Eternal Life. Te would 
fain remove fromthefe {hadows and hopes to converie 
with the very things themfelves) Oh how it fighsto 


do what it now defigns. How it breathes after the en- 
a Yy 3 joyment 
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joyment of that which it hath in defire! The day will 
‘come fure that fhall caft no cloud about my mind, nor 
ftir the leaft breath of inordinate pafficnin my foul. 
It will not be long before I be alwayes ferene, and have 

_ the happinefs to live in a conftant tranquility and un- 
troubled repofe. The time I believe haftens when - 
my knowledge fhall be fo clear, that Faith fhall find 
no employment, and Hope fhall receive a difcharge 5 
and Charity fhall be left alone in its full ftrength. 


Bear in the other thicket {hall {trike no terrour into 
me. And it pleafes me very muchto think that the 
trouble which my often-infirmities have given you is 
not fo great, butthat you canmake your felf merry 
with them; and [ am willing torecreate you a little 


more 
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faid the Father, you could not have well gratified me 
~ morethan you da, in {porting with that which others 
more morofe would have taken for a reproach. But 
let us. ferioufly I pray you confider; Is there much 


more harm in many of thofe things at whichthe world - 


is wont totremble >) Do they not fly from terrible no- 
things, wherewith they fee the wayes of Piety are be- 
fet. The Repreaches which tear our names in pieces 
like a Lyons the bitter words which mens tongues 
fhoot like arrows inour faces; nay that great Bear, 
Poverty which turns fo many out ofthe way; What 
are they ? If you view them and all their fellows 
well, you will find they are as innocent, nay as profi- 
table:tooas thofe peaceable creatures which you here 
behold: They are but like thofe Bows which are 
made of Bayes, and can do no hurt. Or like thofe Guns 
which you fee wrought in Rofemary and Sweet-Brier, 


’ and fuch like things, which fhoot Howers, and dart 


forth Mufk. Or like thofe Beafts of Hyfop and Thyme 
__ which are very Medicinal tothofe who know how to 
-+ From hence he fell into a very grave advice (which 

he faid could not be too often repeated that he fhou'd 
not fail to give God thanks for thofe things which 
went crofs unto him, as much as he was went to do for 
thofe which were moft conformable to his defires. He 
fhew’d him how we ftand indebted to Divine Provi- 
dence not only for our Food, but for our Phy fick allo. 
He made him underftand how the contempt we meet 
with from men, doth purge out Pride ; how Poverty 
cures our Luxury and wanton defires; and how no- 
thing is fo powerful as Sicknefs to deliver us from the 


Yy3 great 
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great evil of Ingratitude : it being feldom known that 
men confider the vaft benefits of health till they be 
without it. In fhort, he convinced him plainly that a 
great fulnefs of all things, is very apt to choak the fenfe 
of God. That when men are in conftant profperity, 
as they want not abilities and inftruments to fin,fothey _ 
want the {trong reftraints of fear, of modefty , and 
of good counfell to keepthem from it. And though, 
faidhe, ifthey wanted the laft only, their condition 
would be fad enough 3 yet it is feldom known that: 


they have the benefit of it, becaule there is either none 


to give it, or they are not apt to receive it. But adver- 
fity will flatter no man, it felf fupplying the place ofan 
hundred Monitors 5 and being the only fober and: 


“trufty Counfellor, which great men have in théir re- 


tinue. And if therewereno other advantage that it 
brings, we fhould have great reafon to thank God, 
that he would not let us dye without the company of 
a faithfull friend. 


eee eee 
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How the Pilgrim grew very dull and lazy. By 


means be was quickned to greater diligence 
| Guide awakened fome fluggifh Pilgrims whic 


zealous of good works. 
yu as may not be permitted torelate all the de- 


lighfull difcourle of this nature which pafied be- 
tween them in their travels 3 fo you mult not think 


‘that our Pilgrim had now left alltrouble behind him, 


never 


am 


Fé 
his time for fome weeks, he felt himfelf exceeding 


st. 
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never to overtake him more. _ For having thus fpent 


dull; and through fome indifpofition ( the caufe of © 


which he could not difcover he began to be fo lazy and 
liftlefsto any good ation, which had formerly been 
his delight ;. that it indangered to overwhelm him in 
anew afilictionof mind. But yet it pleafed God foto 
order it, that this cloud was caft about him without 
any flowre 3 and he cured him(elf of this reftiffnels of 
{pirit by f{omecommon obfervations which he made as 
he went along. For they had not travelled far, before 
they founda great number of men digging in a Mine, 
who were all bath’d in their own Sweat ; and in {tead 


there any treafures that can equall thofe which we are 
feeking after ? O how difproportionable are their la- 
bours unto their gains! And how much will our gains 
exceed the greateft of our pains! Blufh,O my Soul,at 


thy own neglects: and be aftonifhed either at their 


diligence, 
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~ how the poor Marriners had no intereft at allint 
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diligence, or thy own floth. Or rather,let the ftrange- 
nefs ofthe one , makethee marvel at the other. . And 
for very fhame, let it rouze thee to dothat for thy felf - 
which they do for their bodies; or to be but at half 
the labour to attain eternal Treafures, which they 
take, not for perifhing Riches, but for a morfel of meat — 
which only prepares: them to renew their labours. In 
fuch Meditations as thefe, he fpent fome time to 
the no fmall quickening of his Soul in well doing. 
Which were alfo happily revived the next day by the 


- fight of fome fhips, which from a mountain that they 


pafled over, he efpied riding on the Sea : whofe waves 
did then fo work and boil that the face of it was all 


_-yefty,and it foam’d with rage at the winds which fpent 
their fury upon it. From hence hetook occafion to 


confider the hazzard which they run, who trufted 


- themfelves to that treacherous Element: how they 


were carried fometimes to unfeen regions, of which 
they had no knowledge but by theuncertain reports _ 
of others. How uncertain their Returns were, and 


one. 


goods which they ventured their livesto bringhome 


to other Owners. This infpired his Soul and {wel 
it with new refolutions, more then a ftrong gale of 
wind doth the fails of a fhip when fhe runs before it. 
He defpifed all dangers. He defied the lazy difpofiti- 
on wherein he lately found himfelf He applauded 
the reafonablenefs of Chriftian Piety which was car- 
ried by Faith to unknown Countries. And he vowed 
never to quit the defign wherein he was embarqued ; 
Efpecially fince he had fo good affurance at laft to 
comeroan happy Port. From whence he alfo knew 


~ that he fhould never lofe.any more,to be thus tofled in 
doubts and fears; to be expofed tothe ftorms of an 


_ angry 
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angry World, and (which was moft troublefome ) to 
conflict with the great uncertainties of hisown tem- 
per, whereby he was fometimes lifted up as high as 
Heaven, and then again deprefied as low as Hell. 


And truly after this T heard that he continued very 
Servent in Spirit, ferving the Lord. Info much that 
meeting a good while after with fome Pilgrims who 
were remils and negligent, a great zeal was kindled in 
him,and he called upon his Guide very earneftly to ufe 
his {purs and prick them up to a greater diligence. 
Which motion you willeafily think the Good Father 
was not backward to embrace; but drawing a little 
nearer to themand well obferving their carelels po- 
ftures, he afke them what the reafon might be of that 
lazy and wretchlefs life which men ef their profefiion 


Bis Laws? Or do you think that he hath commanded 
things, and made a Law which cannot be 
fe and practice ? How then fhall he Judge the 


LZ which 
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which he held in the Church of God. It is the famous 
Patriarch of Conftantinople which I mean, who thus 
awakens fomefuch drowfie fouls asyours. S#ppofe a 


Gentile, faith be, foould come to thee, and fay, If thou - 


lookeft for a Kingdom in Heaven, why doft thou mind 
this World fo much 2 Sure thoudoft but talks they are 
but words which thoutelleft to ws. If thou expedteft the 
dreadfull tribunal of Chrift hereafter, why doft thou not 


defpife the moft terrible things that threaten thee in this - 


life? If thou expettelt immortality why do we not fee thee 


laugh at death? What anfwer now wilt thou return to . 


this Objector?What wilt thou fay for thy felf who trembleft 
at the lof of a little Riches for the Kingdom of Heavens 
Sakeand rejoyceft at the gain of a farthing as if it were a 
great prize? This is that which {candalizes the Gentiles, 


and makes them mock both at thee dnd thy Religion too, 


Do not therefore fludy fo much to apologize for it by thy 
Words, as bythy Deeds. Let hine fee fuch a ene as Chrift 
defcribes, not only in thy Books but in thy Self. Make it 
manifelt to him that there is fuch a Religion in being, 
alive in the World, and that it lyes not deadin Parch- 
ments. Suffer it not tobe the work of the Scribe, or (as 
we now fpeak) of the Printer only, but let hin read it in 


thy life. Make him confefs that the Gofpel commands — 


things that may be done, and doth not draw a Platonical 


Consmon-wealth,or defcribe (as we fay it thefe dayes ) an 


Eutopian Polity. Suppofe again, that a Gentile fhould fay 
tothe, Good Sir, how fhall Tknow that your God requires 
polfeble things ¢ They look like things which cannot be 


done; and I never faw any Chriftian fuch aman. Bebold, 


thou waft brought up in thy Religion from thy childhood 


and yet doft no fach things; with what face then doft thou. 


require there of me who have been long accuftomed other- 
wayes? What wilt thou nom reply in the bebalf of Chri- 
, ftianity 2 
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«| flianity 2 Perbaps thou wilt point hin to others and de- 
frre bin not to look on thy felf. Thou wilt bid him caft 
his eyes upon the Monks and thofe who live in Wilder- 
meffes, where he may behold what holy lives they lead. O 
moft foamefull Apology! For be will fay ; what then, mnuft 
I turn a Monk? Muftt live in Mountains and dwellin 
the Defarts? Mufti I forfake all company but only that of 
the Beafts? This is a ftrange Religion of which a man 
| cannot be, unlefS he leave the Society of men. A Religion 
that cannot dwell in Towns and Cities. A Religion that 
fiyes the light, and Seeks for Dens and Caves of the Earth. 
‘That is an enemy to the beft of pleafures , that banifhes 
good neighbourhood, and renders a man an hater of the 
ref of Mankind. I will none of this Religion: keep. 
it to your felf and do not invite me to your melancholy 
Piety, : 


’ This truly is avery great difgrace to the Chriftian pro- 
felfion, to make as though it could not inhabit any place 
and be perform'd by any men. There is no excufe to be 
wade for it. If it cannot flay with ws in Towns and keep 
#3 company in bufines, and be the employment of common 
mens away withit 5 it is not for ourturns let it be ba-. 
nifhed the World. Show to me aman that hath a wife 
and children and fervants and yet is aChriftian. Let me 
fee aman that keeps his fhop and buys and fells, and yet 
lives well and keeps the Laws of Chrifi. Doth not our 
Saviour fay, Let your light thine before men? but . 
where dowe read thut it is to iluftrate Defarts, and make i, 
the Mountains gloriows? Which is not fpoken (faith be) 
to reproach thofe perfons who chufe to dwell in fuch places 5 
"but only to bemoan our Cities that have driven Vertue 
from among them, and thruft it out of their gates into the ~ 
/Wildernefs. Let ws indeavonr I befeech yon to call it back 
tA) ; AL ATH. 


to our Families , and our Shops and our Markets, nay into 
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again. Let us bring it to dwell within the Walls of Cé- 
ties as well us thofe of Monafteries. Let ws reduce it in- 


our Taverns and Vittualling-houfes. Let. us render it 


Sociable and fit for Converfation that all men may be the 


better for it. Suffer no place to be void of Religions but 
make it extend it felf like the Divine Prefence, whichis 
ready to affi? men every where. Do not fay any longer 


that you cannot be good.He never took the bufinefs ferionfly — 


into his thoughts ; he never gave all diligence, who {peaks 
that wicked word. And donot fay to me nezther that you 
cannot underftand the Religion of Chrift, and know. not 
what to do. For fee how skilfull the moft fimple people 
arcin their worldly affairs; fee what exattnefs they ufe5 
how accurate and circum|pet they are wont to be in fome 
of their outwardconcerns. Let theme imploy the fame in 
[piritual things and Ie warrant they hall not be overlookt 
by the Divine grace, nor mifs of being wife to Salvation. 


The Sun fines not fo clear as the Truth of God. Where 
men have a mind they may eaftly come tothe knowledge of _ 
him. If they would but attend and not make a By-work’ 
of it, they would neither be fo ignorant, nor fo inter eae 
they are. For the Gofpel was not fut up in Palaftine, nor 


confined to fome corner of the World, but all fhall know me 
( faith the Lord ) fromthe greateftto the leaft; 2xzd 
every place may become an Holy-Land. But will you 
extend this thing: may fome fay: tothe Barbarous Nations, 
and the ruftick underfiandings ¢ Yesthat I will, and if 
there can be any fiill more Barbarous than thofe that we 
jet know, Laffirm that they may have the benefit of it. For 
tel me I pray you, fince one of thofe men can in things bee 
longing to this prefent life argne for bimfelf if be be 
wrong d, refit when he fuffers violence, and do all things 
wot to be encamaged inthe lealt; why may he not ufethe 


fame 
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fame underftanding in better matters 2 When he isto 


worfhip a fione, to obferve the numerous ceremonies of 
a foolifh Feafts to do reverence to a falfe God, he can 
Show wit enough; and therefore why do you tell me that he 


ws fiple and filly and capable of Nothing when 1 would 
bave him feck after the Will of the true of God? Fie upon 
you! Iwonder you have the face to fpeak thefe things. 
There is no fuch matter: It cannot be as you fay. Let 
me never hear you talk thus vainly any more, nor excufé 
your felves and others in this fafhiox. Their fimplenefs 
isnot in fault, but their Idlenefs and {loth ought to 
bear-the blame. For I pray you once more confider, 
who were more Ruftick, plain and fimple ? thofe that 
livedin Abrahams time, or the men of onr dayes? It is 
plain that they, And when was it eafter to be godly ; 
then, or now? It is manifeft that now. For now God 
#s more clearly revealed : now the Gofpel is preach- 


ed; mow we are taught by the son of God him- 


Self; but then men learnt as one may fay with- 
out any teacher, There was an univerfall corrupti- 
on 5 no Law given, mo Prophets fent , no Mira- 
cles wrought : but they faw as it were in a profound 


— darkuefs; in aWinter Moonlefs night. Well then, why 


Shouldft not thou be Religious as well or rather more, then 


| Abraham ?. He was of that Noble and generows Spirit 


which 7s recorded in the Holy Books, when be had not fo 


much as that which we call the Wildom of them with- 
out, azd there were no Philofophers in the world. Then 


I fay be knew God, he wrought righteoufnefi, he exercifed: 
Vertue, he drew on others to be godly. Nay, his Father 


was an Idolater, his Friends and kindred were immers'd 
in the evil cuftoms of the World, aud yet all this could 
not hinder him from becoming good, and obeying the call 


of God. It cannot then be impoffible for us who live ie 
, the. 


Li 


357 


358 


"The Parable of the Pilgrim. — | 
theclear day light,both to know, and do his will « But it is 
imapolfible,utterly impoffible that be fhould leave thems with- 


out his Almighty grace, who are vigilant and watchfull to” 
attend to the illuminations which be beftows upon them, 


‘Never thinkhereafier to make Apologies for your felves 


before God, feeing you are not able to anfwer for your flug- 
gifhnels before men, They condemnyou, and be willnever — 
acquit you. It’ is vifible you may be better, and there- 


fore he will admit of no excufe for your continuing . 


bad. » 


3 This is the effet of the Sermon whith that Excel- 


lent man made to Drones and Sluggards: and let me 
again befeech you to lay his words to heart. Donot 
content your felves with wifhes and defires ; no nor 
with ardent prayers that youmay be amended ; but 
apply your felves to the work, ftir upthe Grace that 
is inyou, and do what your hands find to do with 
all your might, They ‘are the Souls whofe Prayers 
God hears, who employ their hands as foon as they 


have unbent their knees. The diligent and the ftir- ae 


ring menarethofe whom he comes to affift. A man 
may work wonders, butnot if he lyeina Bed. Hea- 


. venwill pour down abundance of Grace, but not if 


we gape for it at home, and will not go out of doors 


‘to receiveit. You have heard its like of the Tyxz- 


dring Legion for whom God fought, but yet they did 
not obtainthe Victory with their arms a crofs: they 
were fain to give blows, as well as believe, and to 
fecond their Prayers with their Swords. We may 
praife the fertile foyl,and pray for feafonable fhowers ; 
but let metell you, no rain fructifies more then the 
dew of Sweat. Though the Ship waitsfor a favour. 
able gale, and cannot ftir without it yet-itis ftill be. 
} calm 
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calm’d without that breath wherewith they hoife the 


_ fails, and{preadthem to receive it: 


_ It would be too long to tell you what commotions 
the poor men felt intheir breafts all the time that he 
was {peaking : but thus much you may know that 


they beganto be fo awakned, and feemed fo much. 


afhamed ; that he thought it beft to ftrike again 
while the Iron was hot, and his words had fuch fair 


hopes to make a deeper impreflion. To this difcourfe 


‘therefore he added another,which he conceived might 


give a greater force unto it, and wasof this import. 


But left, faid he, you fhould imagine this Eminent 
perfon whofe fenfe of things I have conveighed to you 
to have meafured the ftrength of other men by his 
own great abilities: I will read a lecture out ofa 
Philofopher to you, who is able to fay enough to 
make you fhake off your floth, and cannot be {ufpe- 
ced ofmore knowledge , then may be the portion 


of Chrifts difciples. And I perfwade my felf that you” 


| cannot for fhame defpife his words, left he having 
nobler thougths then your felves fhould ferve to con- 
-demn you of the grofleft ftupidity. 


You have all I am fare a very ftrong defire of fome- 
thing that is good, and not contented with any inferiour 


ape 


degree; you all long for that whichis Supream, and hath | 


nothing above it. Now God, faith he, and Goodnefs are 
fonear of kin toat they are convertible, and you can- 
not fiud the one, but you. wmft have the other alfo. 
Wherefocver you can meet with the Effence of God ( he 


means a participation of him) there is the effence of 


Good. What then is the Effence of God, where fhall we 


find his Nature? Is thisFleh the thing we enquire after ¢ 
ew oF ar 


"The Parable of the Pilgrim, — 
Far be fuch a thought from ws. Is that field, or thofé 


mannors? away with fuch an abjurd conceit. Is fame, 


is Glory 2 No fuch matter. What then ¢ Is mind and 
underjtanding , knowledge and wifdom , right reafon 
and fonnd apprebenfions ¢ Tes, this is the thing we 
look for: here we find God, and therefore here let us 
Jeek for the Nature of Good. He is no where elfe ta 


“be met withall, and therefore let us go uo farther to 


be happy. For elf why doft not thou feek for this Good 
in a plant 2 why doft thou not exped to find it in a 
Brute ? Thee and all other creatures are indeed the 
Works of God, but they are not the Principal and chief ; 


they are not a part of hite 5 they are not the things 
wherein he hath engraven bimfelf, and wrought his own- 


Image, It is thou that art the prime of his creatures ; 
that art bis Mafter-piece: nay thou art (as I may fay ) 
@ prece of God 5 thou haft in thy felf a portion of Di- 
winity. Why ther art thou fo Ignorant of thy No- 
bility 2 why doft thou forget fo foamefully from whence 


shou art derived? Is it fit for thee to feekthy happinefs 


_ it meat and drink, in money andlands, in honour and 


applanfe? Why doft thon difparage thy foul fo m 
to go for thy Good any farther than. thy felf 2 The 


God, and there thou muft enjoy thy Good: It is Si . 


that 
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that thoa carryeft God about with thee 2. Or deft then 
shink that | {peak of a God without thee? A god of Geld 
or Silver tobe born om thy fhoulaers? Then, carryeft bim 


inthy felf, man; and yet regard:ff not, though thou doft 


pollute himwith filthy thoughts, and be{mear him with [or- 
did and nally actions. If there be a Statue, a livel.[s 
Image of God before thine cyes, a picture of him in flone, 
theu darefl not to do any undecent thing befare it, But 
God himfelf being prefent within , feeing al’ things, an'd 
hearing all things, thou bluphcft not, O thou hated of God, 
to think and do moft unworthily, being altegether infen- 
fible of thy own Nature. If one could fuppofe thee tb be a 
tatue made by Phidias (Minerva for inflance, or Ju- 
“piter) wouldff thou not, if we could aljo [uppofe thee to have 
any fenfe, be very mindful of thy felf, and of the wor kimai, 
and do nothing either unbecoming his Art, or thy own Ex- 


 cellence? And now that thow art made even by Heaven 
it felf, now that thou art the Workmanfhip of God, what 


is the reafon that thew careft not after what manner then 
behaveff thy [elf ? Is not that Image which is made by 
man, of Stone or Brafs, or of Gold and Ivory at the bef ¢ 
And where it is [et up firft, there it flands for ever, with- 
out flirring one foot of it felf from the piece. Byt wha 
can tel me of what that lmsge of God is made which be 
fafrionea with bis own hands ¢ What the price of it is it 
felf cannot underfiand, And yt it firs and moves: is 
hath afpirit, and can go whither it will, it ranges about 
the world, and cannot be limised by all that it fees it hath 
aknowledge of good and evil, a reafon and judgement 
whereby to citimate things. And therefore fince tho art 
te Fabrick of [uch an Artif? fivce thou art {ach ax excel- 


lens piece, why doft thon difgrace, why deft then underva-* 


lue thy felf2 Why! fay? Seeing thow ars pot ouly formea’ 
by bim, but be hath given thee credit above all other crea- 
Aaa tures 


eg 
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tures be bath depofited many rare gifts in thy hands ,— 
ahd intrufted | Oe ae with agreat deal of his wealth ? 
wilt thou not be mindful of the neither, but betray thy 
truft, and abufe andembexxle bis goods which he hath com- 
mitted tothy charge ? If one thonld commit an orphan, a 
poor Fatherle[s and Motherlefs child to thy care, , 
wouldft thou be foncgligent of him? Bethink thy felf thems 
He hath committed to thee thy feif , He hath 4udeed none 
fo faithful, none fo fit to be trufled as thee. Keepmethis, 
faith he, juft as itu, Scethat this be prefervedin fafety, 
and delivered back again unto me, modeft and balbful, - 
honeft and juft, fober and temperate, heavenly and [ublime, 


firong and couragious, pescetul and undifivrbed, centent- - 


ed and wellpleafed, in one word, [uch as I made it. What 
a piece of infidelity then, what difhonefty and falfene/s w it, 


that thou wilt not at all guard and fecure it? Whar will 
he fay unto thee when he fees it fo horribly abufed as we 


now behold the fouls of men ? What canft thou expect to 
be the reward of [uch treachery, which of all other w the 


greateft ¢ 


But | fhould tyre you,! doubr, if 1 fhould proceed fo. by 


the end of this mans Le&ure; and I have repeated - 
enongh of it to make all your fouls blufh at that grofs 
and fupine negligence, which makes them obnoxious — 


tothe lath of Heathens. And if you would deal free- 
ly and clearly, can you fay that you never heard your 
Souls complain that they are thus fleighted? Did they 
never quarrel with yon for your forgetfulnefs and con-~ 
temprof theme Arechey nor apt to murmure and re- 
pine that they can receive no higher fatisfa@ion than 
the Brures enjoy* And do they not remember you that 
they are ofan heavenly defcent, of the kindred of An- 
gels, made after the likenefS of God himfelf? © thae 


you 
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syou would but liften'to then They will Gill your ears 
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Tam fure with fuch fad lamentations, as will make them 
tingle. They will tell you it is unfufferable that they 
fhould be thus neglected and diftegarded. They will 

chide you for beftowing the care that is due to them 


- uponother inconfiderable things. They will reproach 


to you moft bitterly this fleepine/s and carnal fecurity 
wherein I findyou, And can you be fo'cruel to them, 
as after fo many complaints, to let them have no're- 


--drefs? Muft they ftill fuffer thefe wrongs and abufes 


which have been long offer’d to them ? Will you harden | 


your hearts againft the cryes and clamours of your 
own Souls? Ifthere beany {park of good nature re- 
maining in them, they are mollified to ‘the piteous 
whiningsj;and the mournful accents of apoor Dog, that 
is accidentally fhut up and almoft ftarv’d in'a lonefome 


place, and begs fora releafe. How can they refule 
then to relentat their own dolefal cryes, and miferable 
“complaints? How can they. hear without fome ten- 


-derne(s,their own fad fighs and deep groans after aber- 
ter good than this World affords? Will you not fuffer 


‘them to be fer at liberry after fo long reftraint> Will 
_ -you not permit them togo to their own kindred, to re- 


turn to their native Country when they are fo cefirous — 
of it >? Will you deny them the freedom to think con- 


tinually of their own proper happinefs, and contrive a 
fure way wherein.to attain it? Be not fo unnatural , 
do not fo forget your felves ; but let your Souls have 
free leave to purfue theirdefires. Yea givethem op- 
portunity every day to look abroad beyond the Body 
_and this prefent World. Orrather invite them co take 
the freedomto go to God as oftastheypleafe. And 
ywhen you find them fo unmindful of themfelves as now 
they feemed tobe; when they arefo heavy that they 
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begin to fall afleep’s awake them and ftir them up 
again: rouze them from their flamber, and bid chem 
remember their Dignity, and take great heed chat they. 
be not gulled with the flatteries and enchinrments of 
the World; and-of the Flefh, 


And truly there is very greatneed of this watch- 


Sa you will 
take a feverer courfe'to bring ic under. Forfo [have — 
read, that Hélarion, anancient Pilgrim, was wontto do. _ 


rate 
* 


fafting, and 
I will make thee. 
; think 
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_ think more of thy meat, then of gluttony and rioe. 
Thou fhalt be glad of a drop of dink, and reft well 

| content without comporations and excefs of Wine. — 
_ ‘Thou haat beerer have been more moderate in thy 
detires, for I willtezchrhee ro be wellpleafed with a 
fparer diet. It had been’more for thine eafe if thou 
hadft been morte diligent s for Iwill cure thee of thy 
‘Sloth, by exacting of thee more grievous tasks. 


In this manner he quieted and ftill’d all its grumb- 
dings, and afirighted away its reluctanceand idie dit 

~ pofition. And in the fame way may you bring it to 
fome reafon, and make it capable of good advice; left 

by craving too much it have the lefs ; and by incroach- 
ing upon the better part, ic lofe the freedom chat it 

~— doth enjoy, Terrifie your felves with the thoughts 
of feverer Difcipline, which you muft be forced to ule: 
and reprefent to your felves effe@tually,, that if there 
- benoother way, this fluggifh cemper muft be banifhed 
_ by arigorous and (harp penmance, which you can lefs 
endure than this eafie fervice of our Lord, By this. 
‘means fure ‘you will procure libercy fer your fouls to 
follow their nobler propenfions, and to provide for 
their retucn to their own Country, and their Fathers 
Houle. Whichif you mean.to effect, then you mut 
‘take more time, whatfoever the Fleth or the World 
fhiall obje@, co confider more ferioufly the worth and 
price of your Souls, than which T know not what can 

be more powerful to drive away your fleep, and to 
make you attend with all earneftnefs to the fecuring of 
their happinefs. Remember I again befeech you, that 
iris too long-that you have remained in ignorance of 
your felves. That it ishigh time now to look about 
you, left your Souls quice forget themielves, and never 
Aaa 3 recover 
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recover the memory of whatand whence they are, Let 
my counfel therefore be acceptable to you, and re- 
volve very often in your mind the words of that Hea- 
then whom I have brought hither to make you 
afhamed. Retire much into your felves, and there 
demand of your Souls, that they declare their quality 
and condition to you, They are able to make you 
an anfwer, and therefore bid them tell you what is 
their parentage and kindred, of what houfe they are 
defcended, whatis their nature, their portion, their 
inheritance, and donot ceafe cill you have received {2- 
tisfadion. Askthem if they are not the Daughters of 
God, Sifters to Angels, Images.of Divinity. Hearken 
if they will not tell you that they are fpirits of a vaft 
underftanding, purer thanthe Light, {witter than the — 
Lightning ; whofe portion and dowry is immortality, ‘ 
whofe place is the Univerfe, whofe capacity isa pi@ure — 
of Infinity, and who are born to be heirs of the other — 
world, to have the honour of being Kings, and coraign: 
with God for ever. And whenyour fouls have deale 
faithfully with you, and let you know fuch things as — 
thefe, you muft be as faichfal and juft to them, and — 
aflure them that you willhave a great care of them, — 
and attend upon them according to their birth and — 
quality, Think what a madnefs it is tothrow away 
this nobler Moity of man, for that which no difcreet 
perfon would purchafe with the lofs of his health, or 
the price of the pains of the far inferiour pare. Let 
every one of you fay within himfelf, O my Soul, I 
will never be perfwaded to lofe thee; nothing fhall 
tempt me to be falfe unto thee. ‘This body thall be 
hungry and ftarv'd, nay and dye tooif it-were poffible 
athoufand deaths. rather than I will famith thee, and 
fufter thee to-perifh. Ihave refolved thou fhale bave 


thy 
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thy crue liberty,and purfue thy true end for whichthou 
waft made. Lock:abourthee,and fee whatthou wouldft 


have,and by the Grace of God it thall notbe denycd ro 


thy defires. And what is, I befeech you, O you Sons of 
men, or rather, you Sons of God, you children of the 
Moit:High; whatisic chat:you are moft defirous to en- 
joy? Isit notthe Knowledge of God, tobe acquainted 


with your Father, to recover his Image, tobe imprefied — 


with his Likenefs,to live in his Love, to have the Light 


nn 
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of hisCountenance,to be full of good hopes of receiving 


his Blefling, and to be reftored.at laft to his prefence af- 


ter this long banifhment from him? © gratifie your fouls 
then fo far, as to give all diligence to. fulfill thefe rea- 
fonablelongings, Be not fparing of your.pains in fo 
sreatabufinefs. Let themnot be put off with frivo- 


Yous excufes, that you are not at leifure, that you have 
_ other things to mind for the convenience of your Bo- 

wih ° s 

dies, or any the like pretences; but inftantly apply 


your felves more vigoroufly than ever to fee that they 


have right done them, and that they receive their true 


and full fatisfaétion. Do not think it is fuch a fmall 
- matter thac will content them as the whole World, 
~ Nay, donot imagine that ic will fuffice them totalk 
of theother World; tofendfome meffages to it, and 


receive fome from it, It is not enonghthat they {peak 
now and then with the Father of their Being, and that 
they have his Word, and hear him fpeaking to them. 
But they muft have a greater communication with 
them both, than this amounts unto. They muft fet 
their affections onthings above: they muft have their 
converfation in Heaven: they muft be like to God, 
and made partakers of a Divine Nature. They mutt 
be renewed after the Image of him thar created them, 
in Wildom,in Righteoufnels, in Purity, in Charity and 
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Love; fo that'God may dwell inthem, and they in™ 
him. Nolefs Good than this muft you defign for your 
Souls, You do not a& like reafonable Beings, till you 


-feek by all means this conformity with your Original 


from whence you fpring. Do you doubt ar all of 
what I fay? Let me fend you then to thac Philofopher 
azain, thac you may blufh once more to fee your felves 
in greater Ignorance than thofe whom you reproach — 
with che name of Infdels. Sire ey 


Diogenes, faith he, hearing a Sephiffer once. making 
vain-gleriows declamation , put forth his middle finger , 
and pointed at him faying 5 See, there the man: be- 
hold him, for that is He : now you may look upon him, and: 
know him if you will, At which words there being a- 
great flir and tumult excited, be proceeded thus in bis 


{pecch untothem. Doyouthink that 1 fhew you aman as 


4 


we doa ftone or alog, only with the indication of my fin- 


ger? No, Ihave x0 {uch meaning : it 0 a follyto think 
of difinguibing aman from bis neighbour by [uch an In- 
he hath of things, when he hath demonfirated to you what 


oo 


; 
; 
rument. Bat when one hath (hown yeu hs opinions that 
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are his great concerns 5 then be bath fhown him to you as os 
he is aman. And from thence now you may take this 
mans Charatier whom you have beard [peaking to you. He 


hath told you what be thinks, and what be mojt defiress I 
only bid you 10 mark and obferve him. “Let us fee thy opi- 
ions and ro'tons alfo (faith the Philofopher who makes 
application of this Story)! Let ws beheld thy-fentiments, 
that we may be acquainted with thee. D:f over tous what 
thoulovelt and chufeft above al other shings. Doft thon. 
place thy happine|s withent thy felf ? Doft show value all 
things wove than thy felt ?. Thou readeft the bff Philofo- 
phers, thon fudieft Chryfippus, and fuch good Authors 


bs ana 
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Haft thau-not difcowered tous 2 what efleem we are té 
hold thee? A poor -foirited Creature, angry and furious, 


baie % 769 
aed this is all. Why, then we fee very well who thou art, — 


fearful and diftruftfal, querulous and complaininz of every . 3 


thing, prowd and conceited of thy felf, cowetous and vo- 
Inpinous,; defirous of glory and popular applaufé, accufing 


_ all things, and néver quict nor at refi. Thefe things thou 


fheweft us, and by thefe we are to efteem thee. It . not 
thy Books, vor thy Mafters and Tntors; nor any thing elfe, 
but {uch as thefe shat foew the man. it lade 


_, And what, I befeech you, can be more proper to be 
fpoken in the ears of moft Chriftian Auditories ? You 
read the Bible ; you have the Books of Chriftian Learn- 
ingin yourhands. Do thefe denominate you Chri- 
{tian men and women? Maft we call you the Difciples 
of our Saviour, becaufe you fit before us, and hear our 


we fee befide, Ifthou wilt give a proof of thy Humani- 
ty,and of thy Chriftianity too; if thou wilt have us be- 
lieve that thou are mor yet turned an unreafonable 
creature; live according to thy reafon; practile thy Re- 
ligion ; prefer thy Soul before thy Body, the concera- 
ments of an immortal Being before che trivial enjoy- 
ments of a few.moments. Do not cell us of thy profef- 
fions, nox of thy belief, when we fee with our eyes thie 
which’ betrer declares thee tous, Let thy Soul reco- 
Bbb | yer 
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ver its command again; lecie be reftored to its Em- 
pire and Dominion; let it role all the paffions and af- 
teétions of the lower part, that we may know thou art 


4. 


a Man, and not degenerated into a Beaft, 


« And now by this time you may well think thefé Pil- 
rat grims were awakened, unlefs they meant to {nore eter- 

nally, And indeed the poor men were fo warm d, or 
rather inflamed with this difcourfe, that they cou'd re- 
frain themfelves no longer, but burft forth into a pat 
fionate weepings firft for their fault, and then for 
joy,that God had fent them fo faithfull a Monitor. They 
gave him moft hearty thanks for his excellent Ser- 
mon (as they could not chufe but callit) and promifed 
moft folemnly to think more of the walue of their 
Souls, and thereby excite themfelves to ufe their beft 
diligence to favethem. Wewillgo, faid they, tothe 
Father of our: Spirits: we will make ic our conftant 
endeavour to reconeile our felves to him. We will . - 
fay, Facher,we have finned againft Heaven, and againft 
thee; we have finned againft ourfelves, We have — 

wronged our own Souls ; we are no more worthy a 
be called thy Sons: no not worthy of fo muchas to be 
called the Sons of men. We have lived like Brures; 
we have {poiled thy Workmanthip; and miferably ef- 
faced and mangled thine Image, But we repent, and 
remember from whence we are faln. We are defjrous 
now of nothing fo much, as to be conformed to thy 

°felf, O let us be thy fervants, if weare not worthy to 
be called thy children. Admit us but into the loweft 
placein thy family, to the meaneft degree of thy Love. 
And if that be too good a name for us, tobe ftiled thy 
fervants ; weare willing to be thy Vaffals, thy Bonds- 
men, any thing that thou wilt haveus. For we are 


the 
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J N fuch ardent effufions as thefe they a long time un- 
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the Captives of thy Mighty and All-conquering Love, re: 
and we fhall think our felves happy, if we may fic in 
the moft inferiour rank of thole, chac fhall eternally 


fing thy Praifes. | 
| ?. & 
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- How the Pilgrim was falling into the contrary Extreme, 


and was prevented by his Director. of the necelfity of 
Difcretion. c4ud the alfiflance which one Vertue 
gives another. How he was treubled that he frould 
have any pajfiens. Of the ufe of them, That it is fit for 
us to love our friends palfionately : and to take great de~ 
light in their company, 


loadned themfelves of the paffions which they felr 
in their hearts. Which being all vented, there ftill re- 


_ mained avery great one for this Good man, which they 
were not ableto utter. Very forry they were that it was 
‘not poflible for them alwayes toaccompany him, and 


when they took their leave, it was with fo many frefh 
tears and vows of never forgetting his inftru@ions, 
that hethoughte his ftay with them promoted him more 
in his way to Ferufalem ; than many other long dayes 


Journeyes. Nor was our young Pilgrim wichout his 


fhare inthe benefit of this difcourfe, -being hereby ex- 


~ elted to beftir himfelf with more earneftnels, and grea- 


ter Zeal in the fervice of God. He never thoughe 
that he was vigilant enough; He lookt abput him as’ 


~ if he bad feen with an hundred Eyes; and he was as 


bufie, as. if he had been Mafter of as many Hands, And 
> Bobb 2 geal ct 


372 


~The Parable of she Pilgrim. 
tobe fhort, he was in danger to throw himfelf into thie 


other extreme, by an’ unbridled and headlong kind 
of fervour; which carried him to attempe and un- 


-dertakemore than he was able to perform. Whict 


the Good man efPying and confidering that it would 
foon tire him, and fo bring him intoa new trouble; he 
told him, that to make their way feem lef tedious, he 
would entertain him a little with the ftory of one of the 
Pilgrimsin former dayes.  Youhave heard, faidhs,.0 
believe of a famous perfon in Egypt called S‘. Uf nthony, 
who lead alife fo holy, that there were few places into 
which his name did not come,and from whence fome or 
oter did not go to behold fo rare anéxample of per- 
fe& Vertue, Among others there were certain Monks 
ona time went to him to confer abour divine matters ; 
and they were fo earneft in a difpute which arofe among 


cM 


them, that it lafted from the beginning of the night, to 4 
the next day morning. The thing under debate was this, 


as John Calfzan tellus. What Vertue or what obfervance 


isit, that may be thought of greateft efficacy to pres — 
_ fervea Monk in perperual fafety from diabolical fnares: 


and deceits; and to lead him in the beft way; 
greateft freedom to the top of Perfection? F For the 
refolution of which doubr, each one ‘acc rding to his’ 
capacity, produced what he thought to Bet 

able. Some there were who placed all in. Faftings and 
Watchings; alledging for proof hereof, that a man be- 


body, may more eafily come to be united with God, 
Others preferred entire Poverty before thofe, and {aid, 


and with | 
By avail-'* 


ing extenusted hereby, and made very pure in foul and — 


that a cotal contempt of all worldly things, was theon- 


ly. fecurity of mans in regard the mind being naked: 


aad quite ftript of all thofe impediments , becomes. 
more light and enlarged, and may 7 mount to" 
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who gave the Palm to the love of Solitude, and com- 


agi ae 5 
the heavenly enjoyments. Burthere were athird fort 


mended the Defarts as the only places wherein to come. © 


to familiarity with God, and to holda perpetual com- 
munication with his infinite Goodnels. Nor were they 
wanting, who with a great ceal of reafon preferred the 


works of Mercy, and Brotherly Charity before all, other. 


exercifes whatfoever; affirming that nothing would 


_give us fo gooda title to the Kingdom of Heaven, nor 
more readily bring us thither. Thus every one having 
unfolded his mind and enlarged himfelf as much ashe_ 


pleafed in proof of his own opinion, the greater part 


of the night was confumed before it came to S', Anthe-: 


ays turn to fpeak; who delivered himfelf in manner 
following. : bit? 


« 


toamoftexcellent degree of Vertue. But yer torely 
principally on their fufficiency, innumerable reafons 


and events alfo, occurring to divers perfons, will nor 


permit me, 1 have been a man of fome obfervation,. 


and many have I feen in my time that were given to 
wondrous abftinence from meat and fleep; that were 
retired from all humane Society; addicted in fuch 


fort to Poverty, as not to referve a penny for them- 


felves, ora loafof bread for the future ; fome alwayes 
at their devotion, others imployed in acts of Hofpica- 
lity, and fuccouring of rheir Neighbours; who never- 
thelefs fell ac laft into fuch errors and illufions,chat their 
end proved nothing anf{werable to their magnanimous 
beginnings. SothatI conceive the beft way to know 


what will advance us in our defign of enjoying God 
'. Bobb 3 more 


pret: cannot be denyed, my Reverend Brethren, bur 
that the propofitions by you now made, are of fingular 
force to keep a mans heart with God, and to bring him: 


sas 
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more perfeétly, and putus in poffeffion of that ftate we 
a(pire unto, is to fearch into the occafion of the ruine 
and perdition of thofe unhappy ones. Moft certain it 

is they had been gathering together a notable treafure 
of good and holy works, what was itthen which made _ 
ic wafte away and cometo nothing? Surely the only . 
lack of Difcretion. They had not fuficiently learned 
the rales and conditions of this Vertue, which fhunning 
either extremes, maintains us continually upon the 
high-way: neither letting us. be carried away with 
the right hand of fpiritual confolations, to fuperfiuous 
and unmea(urable favours s nor yet with the lefe of 
-drynefs, and wane of fpiritual guft, under colour of 
care of the Body to fall into floth and fenfuality. » This 
Difcretion is that which our Lord calls che Eye and 
Lamp of the Body, which being clear and fimple, the 
whole body will be replenithed with light; but being 
dimme, there will be nothing but darknefs.. To this 
faculty ir belongs to weigh, ballance and difcern all 
thatis to be done by man; and therefore if this be 
faulty, and true judgement and knowledge be wanting, 
the Soul muft needs be folded up ga night of inordi- 
nate and blind paflions, we. . SPeacnes 
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To this, as there was reafon, they all gave their ap- - 
plaufe, there being many other things added to con- — 
firm this affertion, which it Is not pertinent to relate. 
Itis lawful now for me co caf iney fuffrage alfo, and 
to tell you that this Défcretion is it alone which can 
make our faftings and Vigils profitable, by directing to 
theright meafure, and the due feafonsf them. Ic will | 
teach us not to abftain when there is need we thould — 
eat; and nor call ic Religion to be miferably fick, It 
will leara ns toregard the ends and not fatt in Zeal, 


but 
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but fornothirg elfe. And when we do faft in obedi- 
ence to them above us, it will lec us underftand that 


- their Laws are not fatisfied, but when the intention 


and purpofe of them can be obferved, This alfo is ic 


- Which will make retirement ufeful, by drawing us ove 


of itupon fit occafions. This will make us poor with- 
out becoming Begears : And fervent in devotion with- » 
cut blazing away in the fiercenefs of our own flames. 
Ie will direct us fo to give away our goods, that we 
may be alwayes giving. And to fuccour our neigh- 
bours, fo that we may not be weary of well doing, 
Tocommunicate common benefits with all, and pecu- 
‘liar benefits with choice. -Andto take care (as wife 
men have faid) that in making the Portraiture we do 
not fpoil this pattern, and in feeding the Streams we 


dry not wp the Fountain. For-God hath made the 
Jove of our felves the pattern whereby we ate to love 
our neighbours; and we fhall nor be good to them 


long; if we mind not firft our ownconcerns. Jt is the 
Vertue which hinders us trom {poiling a good defign 
through rafhnefs and hafte. It keeps us from tripping. 
up our own heels by running too faft. It keeps us 
: ited, while it keeps us from taking too 
1 continued Journeys, It keeps us al- 


wayes at our work, by keeping us from over- working 
our felves. It makes Religion eafie and pleafanr by | 
ing i iftrain’d. It brings Religion 
fo muchinto our love, that it will never fall into our 
hatred. It preferves us from deftroying the body, 
while we are labouring to favethe foul. It feeds the 
foul without any gluttony ; and faves it from maufeating 


_ fpiritual things, by providing that it take no furfeic of 


them, It conduds our affairs with moretemper, and 


lefs rnmours: with more effects, and lefs fhovy, It makes 
us 


man of fo much wit, that he could not but fee the de- 
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ys zealous without-rafhnefs; and excites us to do 


good toour felves, without prejudicing the good of 
others. It. quenches the furious heat which affrights 
the wicked, and difcourages the weak, and upbraids 
the fobernefs of thofe who are ftrong. It fhews that it 
is poflible atonce to be Religious, and yet Wife. Ic 
adorns the Gofpel, and is a great grace and ornament . 
to him that wears it. It commends Piety to the World, 
and doth not impair icin our felves. It gives a luftre 
ro all the Vertues, and they borrow their beauty from 
it. Andin one word, it is at leaft their Handmaid which 


moft ever wait upon them, or elfe they will difhonous 
themfelves. 


Our young Pilgrim, you difeern by this time, was a 


fign of this ftory, and think that it had an aim ac hin 
{elf. And being very much cooled aad refrefhed by i 
this charitable breath which the Father had fpent up- | 


- onhim; he inftantly apprehended that he had cons — 


trived to give him a divertifement, and an inftructic 
both together, For fometime he could do nothing elfe — 
but commend this Vertue, cill at laft he remem “3 a, 
there was fome praifedueto the Father, who had gi- 
ven bim now fuch an inftance of itn And having ren- - 
dred him his thanks both for the leffon and the feafon- 
ablene(s of ithe affared him ehat he would never travel 
without this Défcretton about him. No more you had 
need, faid his Companion, for though called her only 
the Haidmaid of the Vertues, yer in truth the feems to 
be a Miftre/s among them, andto difpofe them to their 
feveral duties. . For one Vertue, you maft know, is. 
in need of its neighbour, and cannot live alones ‘They 
muft help one another continually, or elfe they will 


be 
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; be yery lame and defeGive. They muft lend itn exch 
- othera mutual fupport, or elfe they will bein danger. 
_of falling'to theground, Meeknefs muftlend its band 


to Zeal, and Zeal muft doas much for it agains or elfe 
the one will be but Fire, and the other will be bur 
Phlegme. Seriowfnefs muft be beholden to Chear- 
fulnefs; and Chearfulnefs muft call to be repayed byir, 


. or elfe we fhall be either all earch, or nothing but Air, 


Bs pica ga 


Humility wants a little confidence ; an holy Faith mut 
be joyned with fome Fear; an high Generofity and 
great courage is very imperfect withoue Modefty - 
and a fevere Juftice muft be acquainted with {weetne{s 
and complacence: Or if the one fhould refufe the 
other this affiftance, it will feel fuch a wancic felf, that 
it will be forced tobeg that which ic dothdeny, Bur 


_ what is ir, 1 befeech you; thac pairs and links them thus 


together, and makes themdo this mutual fervice; un- 
lefs it be the Difcretton and ‘Judgement which the Holy 


man recommended to you? This fuperintends over 


all, and iffues forth her directions and orders to them: 
which if they be notobeyed, they do moft hurt where 


_ weintended the greateft good; and they run to the 
borders of Vi 


e, when we defigned the higheft de- 
- This makes a {weet mixture of Faith 


gree of Ver 


ei God with fear of our felves ; of Godly Sorrow with 


Spiritual Joy ; of innocence with prudence; of low- 


linefs with greatnefs of mind; of heavenly. minded- 
nefs, with diligence in our Callingss of delight in God, 
with a pleafure in our friends, and thofe who ate 
good. Icteaches us to difcourfe, and not to be talka- 
tives tobe filent, but not melancholy 5 to-be con- 
tent with what we have, bur not be idle; to labour, 
but not be.impatient; to beara dear affection to our 


friends, but not to their faults; to reprove others, 


Cce¢é and 
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‘and notincurr a reproof our felves by undue feveriey 
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towards them. 


vy 


Enough, faid the Pilgrim; I fee fuch need of this 


Vertue, that you may be confident I fhall never. be 


willing to be without its company. But craly I think 
it muftbe your Difcretion more than mine own that 
will be my fecutity ; for I have been, you fee, afflicted 
with fuch contrary paffions, that [ am ready to with 
thac [had none atall, Thereis nor one of chofe thar 
Ihave about me, butit is fometimes fuch a trouble to 
me, that I thould think my felf more happy if I were 
wholly deprived of them. They are fo ftrong and 
violent, fo boifterous and turbulent, that if they do 
not overtop my reafon, yet I cannot overcome them 
without fuffering a great tumule and diforder, What 
fhould we do with things which it is fo hard to rulee — 
Were it not better to difcharge them all, fince thete 
needs more difcretion than 1 am Matter of to keep 
them ? al 


The Good man was a little troubled to hear him : 
{peak after this fort, and askt him with a greater quick- 
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* 


: 


; 
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nefs than,he was wont to ufe, vole you:then be — 


well pleafed, if I fhould bring a Sythe and mow off 
your leges ¢ Had you rather be carried than go upon 


_ yout feet? The poor man was amazed at this que- 


ftion, and askthim what he meant. My meaning, faid 
the Father, is plain enough, Your paffions are no- 
thing elfe but thofe motions of your foul whereby you 
go tothat Good, or run away from that Evil, which 
your underftanding prefents to your heart. You would 


be fo far from being happy by being deprived of them, . 


that I maintain you could not be happy at all without 
. them. 


Rae 
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no defire, norlove, nor hope, nor none of the reft of 
their company. And therefore you may as well de- 
fire to have no feet, or to have a Dead-Palfie fmire 


your loyns, and difable you to move; as wifh to have 


no paffions, or to have them fo benummed and ftupi- 
fied, that you thall not feel chem. We muftnot pluck 
outour eyes for fear they be abufed with unworthy 
fpectacles, nor ftand ftock ftill for fear of falling, nor 
alwayes ftay at home becaufe the weather may prove 
rainy, Nay, When did you fee any excellent Ver- 
tue which was not accompanied with a plentiful por- 
tion ofthefez Or, When was there any love, or cou- 
rage, or any fuch like thing in a noble degree, but 
you might difcern it edged with no {mall paffionate- 
mefs of {pirit? And donot chink that our paffions are 


of little ufé, for ic is plain they are good for more 


a 
a 
— 


purpofesthan one, There is at leafta double end for 
which they ferve, They fir/tinciteand difpofe the Soul 
to feek thofe things which are good and neceffary for 
us: and then fecondly, they fortifie and conferve us in 


this difpofition, and make us to perfift in our inclina- 


tions to thofe things which are proficable for uss the 
thoughts of which elfe might eafily be blotted our. 
They ftir youup, and bring you to that good which 
objeGs it felfto your mind; and then they imprefs 
ie there’, and caule it to ftay with your Soul. For 
you cannot but obferve thac thofe things which 
move you with any paffion when you fee or think 
of them, do ftick longeft in your mind: and thofe 
with which you are not affected, are but little remem- 
bred, | 


All your bufinefs thénis (and in that you muft be- 
fee ie} {tow 
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ftow fome pains ) to get better eyes to guide you in 
your goings, and not to endeavour that you may not 


-ftiratall, You muft ftudy I mean to underftand the 


true difference between good and evil, to be able to 
judge what is fic for you, and what not; what good 
can certainly be atrained, and what evil avoided 5 and: 
whatis quite withour the limics of our power: and 
then how is it blameable if you be carried with a great 
paffion to the one and fromthe other? Do not think 
ail things to be evil which the World calls by that 
name: nor admire the goodnefs of any thing above 
its price, nor follow that zealoufly which you are in 
doubt whether or no it can be attained; “and then © 
your paflions willbe fo far from being your Mafters, 
that infear of thar you will not refrain to ufetheirSer- 
vice. Andif you fhould chance to be furprifed with — 
a fancy of fome evil or good beforé you can have | ot | 
berty to difcourfe the true nature of it; and your pif — 
fions hereby become very ftrong, and areraifed toa 
greater height than you would have them: there is 
no reafon to berroubled; for none can prevent thet a 
fudden afiaults, nor can they be quell’d without fome 
{cuffle within. Ifyou can conquer, you have wellac- — 
quitced your felf. And that will be attended with 
thofe triamphs, which will more gfe pence the 
trouble of thofe furious and rebellious commotions, 
You will not think thofe things bad, without which 


there could mot be {uch a brave and noble thing 4s 
; ; “Se = 
Victory 15, oe ‘ | 
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Be concent then, I befeech you, to. be of the race of 
Adam, and do not affe& fome higher Original. Go 
not about to deftroy one half cf your felf, by labour- 
ing to be free from all paffion, For they that under- 

ee take 


~ 
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take this (as hath been well faid by thole before us) 
_ Ainftead of making a good Man, do only raifea Statue. 


In order to makea man wife, and live in peace, they 
turn him into a dead and infenfible Imaze. Thefe 
kind of Images (fay they ). are. more fuitable for the 
ornaments of the Porch,then for cheulesof life. . And 


if we benotblind, we may di‘cern between: hardnefs 


and fostnefs , a middle temperament, which is called 
folidity and firmnels. . 


The Pilgrim was fomuch pleafed with thefe words, 


_ thathe could f{carce forbear to hugg him when -they 


wereended, And his paffions having found fuch a 
defendor to take their part, were ready to ferve them- 
felves buc roomuchof this friendly difcourfe in their . 


behalf, Ilove you infinitely, faid he, clafping abouc 
his neck, or to fpeak more moderately, I love you 
above allearthly things, Thereis no Mufick can be 
fo charming to me as your words. They can both 
 appeafe my raging hnmours, and excite me outof my 


dull and phlegmatick inclinations, “You are my In- 
telligence, my Turelar Angel, the good Genius of 


my foul, without whom! think I fhould either have 


no Paffions, or Nothing elfe. Goon, I befeech you, 
to oblige me, and tomake me, if it be poffible, more 
in love with you, Be not weary of the charge you 
have undertaken; and do not defpair neither, bur 


in your company I may learn more diéfcretion to 


govern thofe paflions, which I fee muft not be root- 


ed out, 


When he had vented this paffion of love as much 
as he pleafed, and was capable to attend to fome new 
difcourfe; the Father thought ic not unfeafonable to 
Ccc 3 ask 
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thofe embraces which he had beftowed ppon him. 
Nay, do not wonder, purfued he at this demand; fot 
I do not intend to queftion the greatnefs of yout 
love, but by whatI have obferved I believe you may 
be afraid that ic ought not to be fo great, I have long 
taken notice that you are fo {crupulous as not to dare 
to truft your own foul, nor rely upon the credit of 
your fevereft reafon. Though you think it is impof 
fible, but that there fhould be fuch motions as you 
feel, and know your felf to be of fuch a complexion, 
that if you will love at all, ic muft be with a paffio- 
natenefs and fervency of affections yet upon the next 
ebullition (as T may call ic) in your foul you are 


is aie Baca i 
ask him if he did not begin already to repent of all - 


ready tocondemn your felf, and to quit thofe Maxims — 


ofreafon which you took to be infallible, I know, 


my friend, that there is in this a pardonable, or tao. 
ther commendable niceriefS of foul, a delicacy and 


cendernefs of confcience, which would nor in the 
leaft offend him; but it muft be confefled that there 
is fomething of weaknefs and unfetlednefs of mind 


ic alfo, which dare not adhere to its own Calta | 


NY Saat 
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fions. Weare-not to let a fudden fancy fhake that — ; 


which is fo well and -rationally eftablifhed : Or rather. 


we are to ponder. thofe things fo long, and to fettle 


our felves fo ftrongiy in our reafons, which are the. 


ballaft of our fouls, chat we fhall meyer defert them © 


upon the pretence of any pious fears, left we thould: 


difpleafe God. To fuffer our felves ta love any per- 
fon that is amiable very much, or put any fuch like 
cafe isitjuliftable, or is itnot? If nor; away with 
all chefe Paffions, and digthemup. Bur if you will 
have them remain, be not angty that they grow and 
bloffome, and bring forth fruit, and produce icin abun- 


Paice. And 
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fay fometbing to you of that tendernefs of affeion 
which I obferve in you towards a vertuous friend ; 
that inclination which you have to be with him, and 
efpecially of that pleafantnefs and mirth you are ape 
-toyield untoin the company of thofe youlove. You 
think perhaps that this is too much, and that you 
take too great a liberty of pleafing your felf. But I 
befeech you, did you ever obferve any great vertue 
in thofe cold creatures; or rather in thofe morofe 
and auftere natures who judge it a crime to love 
their friends with any paflions to feel a joy in their 
approach; to talk pleafantly in their company, and 
to ufe with them a freedomof difcourfe> Are they 
more innocent then others, becaufe they fay Noching > 
muft we Jet chem wear the title of vertue above their 


neighbours, meerly becaufe they are more grave and 
_folemn ? Do they live in a greater fenfe of God be- 
-canfe they look more fowrely ?. Muft we think there 
— isno piety bue what is pale-faced¢ no mortification 


of our felves, bur when our thorns prick other folks 
Truly I muft needs profefs that I have feen bcth men 


and women of this rgid humour, whofe very looks 


condemn all that is named pleafure, and will not af- 
ford you fo much as a {mile, who, I am confident, 
are not half fo harmlefs and innocent as-thofe who 
profefs a more open and chearful converfation with 
their friends. Some of thefe, I have obferved, are fo 
parfimonious and niggardly, thac they are fordid ra- 
ther than faving. Others are fo curft and peevith, 
that they will {narl on the leaft occalion that crofles 
theirhumour. And you will-find few of them who 
have not thefe two qualities: That they love good 
chear dearly, and are gladto meet witha Feaft. Lee 

aman 


aman eat exceflively, fo he do it gravely, itis no 
offence, And fecondly, that they love to cenfure 
- others, and co pafs harfh judgement upon very inno- 
cent aétions, Nay, which is moft villanous, there 
are fome of them who will condemn you for that 
good chear which you beftowed upon them, and 
which they themfelves commended in the eating. 
They will fay afterward, chat you love oftentation, 
and thac half of ic might have been fpared. They 
will reprehend this, and that as fuperfluous, and fay, 
they doubt you are too much affected to the Vanities 
of the World, Befides, they love to pry into every 
bodies fecrets. They would know what is done ia 
all their neighbours houfes: and if it were poffible, 
they would look intotheir very Clofets. And what- 
foever they pretend, they take a ftrange pleafure to : 
tattle of thefe things in their own conventicles; and 
fome of them would be dumb, if they were not 
provided with fuch difcourfe when they meet to- 
ecther. ne 


Bur co {peak as favourably as may be, J am much 
inclinable to this opinion, that it is nottheir wifdom, 
but their weaknefs which makes them referved, They 
are not ferious, but only fowres not mortified, but * 
morofe. [€ is the falvagenefs of their Natures which 
‘makes them hate all'the pleafantnefs and mirth which 
others ufe in fociety. They have not made themfelyes - 
of abetter habic then their neighbours, bar were born. 
with a worfe dilpofition. They are fo leaven’d with 
a fowre humour, that they have no rooin to entertain 
any of the fweetand delightfome paffions, You think 
they hate all pleaftres out of Vertue, but itis rather 
from their remper. Jet is mot their power, bur their 

inability. 
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perfection of Judgement, but becaufe they wanta pi- 
Jace, And therefore they ought. not to think berrer’ 
of themfelves, nor be thought fo by others, neerly 
becaufe they tafte no joy in that which pleafes you; 
for it may. proceed from the lumpithne(s of ther bo- 


ifie: Nay, if 1 had added chat they 
are more modeft too, Thad not been-miftaken ; for 
their Modetty is infithe heart, and the orhers often- 
times butin the brow and exteriour pare. Bat I 
think ic is time to difmifs thefe lowring Counte- 
nances whom | intend notto reproach, but only to 
bereave of the opinion and reputation of being own- 
ers of more go@dnefs then othermen, They areto be 


pittied, me thinks, who ufe their reafon to make them- 


| Pe ae 
inability. They diftafle chem not becanfe they havea °~, 


306° ee Ag Mei: | 


~ felves unreafonable. Who with no {mall paffion feem — 
ro me to fpeak againft all our paffions: and who 
think well of themfelvesfor thac which is cheir faule, 
or their imperfeGion. - But whatfoever. kindnefs any 
may have for them, I muft acknowledge my felf to 
havea Spirit moretender. I am not afhamed to be 
thought a man of fenfe, and that have fome feeling: . 
both of pain and of pleafure. Let them call, if they 
lift, all cur. paflions infirmities, yet (as a, wife man 
once faid). I rather choofe to enjoy this weaknefs, 
then their Routnefs and ftrength, and to be fick of 
this difeafe, then co have their kind.of health, 


How they.light upon a company of [elect Friends who were ; 
met at a frugal, bat handfome Dinner, The commen= 
dation of Tempcrance. Of the pleafure that Friends en= “4 
joy ins eating together. The benefit of Friendhip. With — 
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ie {uch difcourfe as. this they pafled with much 
pleafure along ftage of their journey. At theend — 


all very handfome; no. loofnefs but. great free- 
; dem 5 


a 


- preferves our tafte. and renders our palare more exacé 
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dom; no noife bur much inaccens pleafure. 7 hey. 
were difpofed to Mirth rather then joy; ‘to chearful- 
nefS rather then jollicy; and to entertain them- 


felves with a grateful variety rather chen abundance. 
of meatand drink. This fight’did very much affe@ 
the young mans heart, and when they were gone, he - 
began to. fpeak in the praife of Temperance, and to 
commend their happinefs who could contain. them- 
felves within the limits of Sobriety, For this {aid 
he is the Miftrels of healch, and alfo of wife and pure 
thoughts. Ic refrefbes the Body, and doth nor bur- 
denthe mind. Ic cafts down neither of them to the 
sround, but raifes both to their juft pitch of pleafure. 
Tecontinues us free and fit tor any employment, but 
efpecially that of thanking Ged for all his bleffings, 


- whichis the Nobleft of all. It leaves us capable to 


enjoy the things of the other world, when we have 


enjoyed asmuch as we pleafe of this. It fuffers rea- 
fon to retain its throne, or rather exalts and advances 


its Supremacy every day toa greater height, Nay, it 


thenother mensare: forall the fenfes I perfwade my 
felf when ruled by reafon, muft needs be more up- 


g right Judges, then when that is abfent and fet afide. 


And therefore me thinks, there is nothirg more pre- 
ferves the honour and reverence that is due to our na- 
tares, thenthis Vertue. Ie maintains the Majefty of 
our countenance, the loftre of our eyes, the grace- 
ful deportment of our whole Man. Whereas all the 
world confeffes, and it is their common {peech, that a 
man in drink, is Nothing elfe bot a man difguifed. He 
looks bafely, he is the {corn of children ana fools ; he 
is pointed and laughed at, as if he were fome montter 5 
he is the fport and merriment even of thofe who have 

Ddd 2 thus. 
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thus difrobed him of himfelf, Andasforthemwhofe — 
brains are fo ftrong, that they have overcome him, ~ 
and think itan honour to be able to hold more then 
the reft of their fellows; this glory is their fhame, 
They are the Vermin of the Earth who live to con- 
{ame the goods of others, and to walte the patrimony ° 
of the Poor. And when they brag of their Victories, 
they are fofilly, as not toremember what one ofthe —_ 

- Philofophers faith, that they are overcome by the Hog- - 

_ fhead which is far more capacious than themfelves, 
Nay, E cannot but think thofe people who know no 
pleafure but high fare, the joy of whofelife depends 
upon full Tables, and as full Bellies, who love no- 
thing like Feafts, and would have them as fumptuous 
as Seciificess tobe a fort of creatures much inferiour — 
to fome Beafts, who, though they are not capablero 
eovern themfelves, yet are ruled byus, and rendred ‘ 
ierviceable and profitable to the world. But chefe ae 
cood for nothing but only todevour; and commonly 
they follow this trade fo long that they devour them- 

fclves, and all that belongs unto them. a 


. No doubt, faid the good Father, (who here thought 

fit to interrupt him) the praifes which youbeftow 

upon Temperance are very juft, and you can never — 

commend it to excefs. Which procures mé there- 
fore the greater grief when I fee fo few in the World 
who live according to the rules of this Vertue, Their 
number is very {mall who are not corrupted with the 
~ love of thefe fenfaal pleafures, Thoug ‘they do not 
fall into fuch high debaeches as you fpeak of , not 
drinking as if they were in a pefpetual feavour, nor 
eating as if they were laying in provifion for along 
Siege: (which me thinks is a good defcription which 
Roar Ihave 
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| Thave heard fome give of cheirexcefs) yet they are 
/ mot many who meafure ther meals by their needs; _ 
and they are not to be told who are Bibbers of Wine, 
‘and loveto fit long ac compotations, and defign to 
make provifion for the fle(fh, thar they may fulfill the 
lufts thereof. Nuiy, which is faddeft of all, there 
aie too many of thofe who profefs to be Religious, 
whofe God is their belly. They love Feafts, and 
hunt after good chear, And if it be but: fandti- 
fied with a Sermon, Gourmandife is innocent in 
their account. Like fome naughty Chriftians in. the 


~~ Elder times whom I’ mentioned before, who thought 


they might caroufe and drink as long as they would, 
~ fo they did bur fit with a mortified face upon the Mar- 
_.tyrs Tombs. And it were fome comfort if their fin. 
~ ended here ; but their Intemperance is the Mother-and 
fruitful Parent of many other Vices. A long train of 


fins as well as difeafes waits upon this, and follows ic. 


juftac the heels. [et both brings in, and it uncovers 
every otherevilinclination, It removes chat Modefty, 
which ftands more in the way than any thing elfe of- 
moft mens bad endeavours. It banifhes all fhame, fo 
that there is nothing left to oppofe any wickednefs, 
Who hath woe, who hath forrow, who hath contene 
tion, who hath babling, who hath wounds without 
caufe ? They that tarry long at Wine, they that go to 
feek migt Wine; as the Wife man tellsus, Wharfo- 
ever evil difpofitions are inthe mind, thenthey take 
opportunity to fhew themfelves, - Malice is brought 
into open view, and {pits its venom. The pronad fpirit 
is lay’d bare, and feeks no pretence for its infolence. 
The furious man is left. naked of all his guards, and 
"cares noc whom he mifchieves, The luftfull man un- 
covers himfelf, and {carce waits for fecrecy to fulfill his 

Wid.’ . defizes, 


<_< 


Jude 4.12. 


2 Pet. 2 
13914. 


aie. 
14. 


sh The Paravle of th aia i 
defires, -And traly Iwifh I could not fay, that this 
Folly whichis the moft filthy of all, was not thecom- 
mon iffue of that of which we fpeak, There is more of 
this uncleannefs in the World than you imagine. They 
that wear the countenance of Religious people are 
led, I affure you,. by their Cups to the Brothel-houfes, 
and pafsfrom the Tavernsto the Stews. So it was of 
Old, andthe fame Villany continues ftill; that many 
inv the Grace of God into la{civioufnefs. And if you 
would know who they are, the fame Apoftle tells you, 
thar they were fuch as feafting with others, did feed 


themfelves without fear. And fo S*. Peter alfo lets us - 4 


know, that they who accounted it pleafure to riot in the 
day-tine (in the clear lighe of the Gofpel) bad eyes full 
of adultery, and could not ceafe from fia. But Lawill leave 
thefe men who are gone in the way of the falfe Pro- 
phee Balaam, who taught the Children of I/rael to 
commit fornication.. Only let me leave thofe words of 
the Apoftle with them; They are Wel's without water, 


Clouds that ave carried with atempe/t, 10 whom the mift 
of darknefs w referved for ever, Nor will I fay any 
more of the reft of thofe fins which attend upon an — 


oa 
i 
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intemperate life, which makes 2 mans Soul like a piece 5 
of low ground, which by reafon of abundance of wer, 


biings forth nothing but Frogs, and Worms, and Ad- 
ders, allmanner of wickedne{s, which either difho- 
nours God, or hurts our felves and our neighbours. I 
will rather turn my eyes to a more’pleafant fight, and 
comfort them with the remembrance of thofe Good 
men whom we faw juftnow fo happily met together, 
And me thinks it is a very great felicity in this falfe 
World, to find but one face among fo many Vizorss 
and to be able to lay hold on fomething that hath 
trath and fubftance in it among fo many fhadows. 


Having: 
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Having found therefore a little number of ferioufly 
fober perfonis, it cannot but make me rejoyce the more 
that Temperance hath fome Clients, and that the is 
not forfuken of all het followers, 


Bur though this be-very true, that we do defervedly 


praifethis Vertue, and all her Servants yer me thinks. 


you fhould have obierved fomething elfe ac that meet- 


ing, whichis worthy of yourcommendation. Did noe 


the very meeting it felf feema very comely fight? And 


was you not glad co behold fo many kind neighbours 
_ affembled at that decent entertainment ? To me there is 


not a moreagreeable {pectacle,tian accompany of felect 
friencs, vacant of bufinefs, and full of chearfulnefs,met 


_ togetherat one table. And J cannot imagine that a man 


who underftands pleafure, can vif any‘equal to this, 


that he might make one in fuch an happy fociety,. You 
may think indeed ‘that it is fufficient to our delight, if 


we can meet our friends any where: But 1 am of the 


mind that the pleaftre is redoubled when they refrefh. 


their bodies and their minds both together, | hate 
indeed your great Feafts; where perfons that never 


faw one the other before, nor ever {hall perhaps again, 


are mixt together; where there is much talk, and little 
or no difcourfe: But thefe Love- feafts me thinks docall 
to my mind the dayes o; 
for nothing when [en 


them, butonly fuch another 


‘pleafure, Here weknow that we pledge an hearty 


Love,whena man prefents his kindnefsto us.Our mind 
is entertained with a greater variety, than the body 
enjoyes. The very tafte of our meat is exalted by 
the inward delight which we feelin our hearts. And 
whatfoever fatisfaétion we then receive, we impart as. 
much; to thofe chat give ir. Theweak and languifh- 


ing: 


Innocence, and make me with: 
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ing appetite is excited by the fight of friends, and the — 
leafure of their difcourfe: and the difcourfe flows -— 
more freely by. the moderate fatisfa@ion of our appe- 
“tite. Our doll fpirits are raifed by communication 
with our friends: and that Communication grows 
more lively by the exaltation of our fpirits. Or if you- 
pleafe fo co confiderit, Friends never talk with greater 
wit,and more freedom, than when they take an inno- 
cent repaft cogether; and their meat never doth their 
bodies more good, than when this {weet converfation 
is the fauce foric. — ; | ; 
Indeed, {aid the Pilgrim, I had forgot to refle& up- 
on that part of thofe good mens fatisfaGion: which | 
take to be fo great, and yet fo harmlef.withall, that 1 _ 
fhall ever bea friend of {uch pleafures, and permicmy 
felf to be merry in fach worthy company. They have 
convinced me that I ought not to affect a fad brow, 
andan heavy countenance, They have reconciled me 
to fmiles and mirth. And provided they will keep | 
within fuch bounds, [ will never quarrel with my paf- _ 
fions any more, sBut there is none that [have a greater 
kindaefs for,than that of Love : the pleafures of which, | 
as it felfacquaints me withall, fo the ufefulnefs of ir 
thofe excellent men have alfo taught me. a 


And, not to part fo foon from fo good a meeting, I 
mu(t let you know that they underftood afterward, a 
great pare of the difcoarfe at that Table was about 
friendfhip, and the happinefs of him that had found a 
faithful friend. Which when it was repeated to him 
by one that wasthere, it was a great means of con- 
firming this affection in our Pilgrim, and making him 
rejoyce in hisadvantageous choice, My memory isnot | 

| | i (> 
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fo good as tocarry away all that I heard was {aid on 


this argument, but it begun witha commendation of 
that faying of theSonof Sirach, A faithfull friend is 
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a ftrong defence: and he that hath found fuch an one, Ecctus, 6. 
hath found aTreafure. Nothing doth countervail a faith- 1 1536 


| full friend, and his excellency is unvaluable, A faithfull 


friend is the Medicine of Life, and they that fear the 
Lord fhall find him, He {peaks like an Oracle, {aid one 
‘of the company, for a-friend me-thinks is the only uni- 
verfal Medicine againft all the evils of this prefent life. 


And with your permiflion! will make aComment up- _ 


‘on this Aphorifms or rather I will recite you the 
words of a good Author, who, though I believe he ne- 
ver faw him, hath glofied me-thinks moft excellently 
on the Text of that wife Hebrew. To which when 


- they had all-moft willingly accorded , he thus pro- 


ceeded. 


There is no Remedy inthe World, faith he,equall to that a en.pruf, 


of a friend 5 for other Medicines are profitable to the fick, x 
and fuperfluows to thofe who are in bealth, but He zs ne. 
 ceffaryto both.’ He fupplyes the wants of Poverty. He 
adds a brightnes to our glory; and he obfures and hides 
our Ignominy. This one thing leffens the difficulty of 
thofe that are troublefome to ws, and increafes the happz- 
‘nefS which all our injoyments bring us. It makes evil 
things little, and good things great. By this fweet focie- 

ty our griefs are divided, and all our joyes ave doubled. | 
What calamity is not intolerable without afriend? and 
what felicity is not ungratefull if we have none tofhare 
with ws in it? We fuffer not fo much when we have fonte 
to condole and fuffer with ws : Andwe rejoyce the more 
when our felicity gives apleafure not only to our felves, but 
to others allo. If Solitude and want of company befo 
Eee horrids 
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horrid, fo dreadfulla thing ; it is not to be underftood of 
the want of men, but of the want of friends, Forit is 
a good Solitude, not to dwell with thofe that do not love 
ws: andaman would chufe fuch an Hermitage where he 
right not be troubled with them who bear no benevolous 


affedion tohim. But formy part cannot thinkit to be: 


an happine which hath no friend to participate in its. 
pleafures. A man may more eafily beat the hardeft Calamity 
with his Friend, than the greateft felicity alone. So that 
[judge him the moft miferable who in his calamity 
hath many to infult over him; and in his felicity none 


to tafte of his joyes, and rejoyce with him. Who is’ z 
there more {peedy in his fuccours than a Friend? Whofe- 


praife is fweeter to ws than his 2? And by whom is Truth 
fpoken with les grief than by fuch a mouth? What Caftle, 


what Bulwark, what Arms and Weapons, are more po- 
tent to fecure ws, than the cuftody of thofewho are well- 


affected to us 2. For in truth, fo many Friends as aman 
hath gained,with fo many eyes doth he fee, and with fo ma- 
ny cars doth he hear, and with fo mang underftandings 


doth he think of that which is profitable for him, Itis all re 4 
one as if God had given to a man in one body,agreat ma- 


ny Souls; every one of which do tenderly confult and caré 
for his. good. Nay, if our eyes, and our tongue, and our 
hands are much to be prized, not only forthe delights of 


Life, but that we may lives Friends are not only as pro- | 


fitable, but more necelfary than thefe. For your eyes can 
fiarce fee thofe things which are under gour feet 3 but by 
our Friends we may fee thofe things which are in the fur- 
thermoft parts of the earth, By our ears we hear only the 
things that arevery near ws 5 but by our Friends we hear 
tiem which are moftremote: The tongue Jfignifies only to 
thofe wko are prefent , and with the hands, the ftrongelt 
man can do more than two or three are able : but by 


Friends 
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Friends we may talk with all, and be able to effect ixnu- 
_ merable things; for they will be fure to fpeak and do 
_ for ws all that which is conducible to our good. But 
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that which is moft incredible is, that whena man hath * 


friends, he may do many things at the fame time, and 
confult abont divers affairs at once, and fee and hear 5 
nay more thenthat, he may be in many places at the fame 
_ moment, His pleafures are multiplied, as he multiplies 
as friends , for all that delights them, touches hin 
‘. pith a fenfe of joy as much a what concerns himfelf. If 


he give any thing tothem, it rejoyces him as much wif - 


he had gained a great dealofWealth. If he receive any 
thing , it rejoyces him too , becaufe his friends are pleaf- 
ed. Though be be very fond of his kindred, yet he thinks 
friendfhip agreater good , then Confanguinity ; for with- 
out any kindred between men this is a firitt and profita- 
_ ble relation, but without this there is vo comfort at all 


inthe greateft nearnefs of blood. . 


. And therefore we may well conclude with our Wife 
man, that this zs the greateft treafure , the fironge/? de- 
fence, andinvaluable Fewel, the very Ballome, and con- 
fort and only preferver of our life. A mdn is fcarce 
himfelf till he have found a friend , or at leaft he is but 
half a man, For as another wife manfaith , Nuptiall 
love produces men, but it is friendly love which gives 
them perfection..it may well be called the falt ard feafon- 
_ ing of our Pilgriutage. Without this, life it felf would 
be unfavoury, aud all the pleafures of it infipid. Zt is 
the moft agreeable pleafure that aperfon of Vertue can 
enjoy. It is an holy, chafte and innocent pleafure: a 
Voluptuoufnefs which rifeth higher then ferfe, and feeks 
the fuperiour part. It atts on the mind without caufing 
it to fuffer a change, It moves it with fo much fiweet- 
‘ BRee2 nfs, 
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nels, that it firs not out of its feat. Or it ravifhes# 
from it felf, only to remove it to a better place. 


When he had done, they all agreed he did illuftrate 
his Author as much as he had. done the Son of Sirach, 
For faid they, we have read now this Writer by the 
benefit of your eyes; and you have fo happily tran- 
{ported us out of our felves, that we find indeed: we 
are better then where we werebefore. But yet, ad- 
ded another, that Wife man you {poke of, gives us 
this advice in the fame place, If thou wouldft get a 
friend, prove hin firft, and be not hafty to credit him. 
For fome man is a friend for his own occafion, aud will 
not abide in the day of trouble. Some friends will be 
thy companions at thy table, but in the time of affliction 
they will not continue. In thy profperity they willbe as 
thy felf, and will be bold over thy fervants, But if thon 
be brought low, they will be again|t thee, .or bide them- 
felves from thee. Separate thy felf from thine enemies, 
and take heed of thy friends. How therefore fhall 
we know the faithfull friend whom he fo much praifess 
or by what Marks fhall we diftinguifh him from thefe 
pretenders.? I would be loathto ftay till the day of 
trouble before I know thefe counterfeit Lovers, and 
would. be glad to impart my joyes to.one that deferves 
them. [It is a very neceflary Queftion faid a‘Third, 
and therefore with your confent I will undertake his 
Character, or at leaft his defcription. “ You fhall nor 
only have our leave, faid a fourth in the name of the 
reft, but our thanks; which we give you beforehand 
for {o good an offer. The world is full of falfehearted 
friends. Towns and Kingdoms are made up of thefe 
honeft kind of Cheats , as one whom you know. is 
wont tocallthem.. Into whatfeover. place you.come, 


you: 
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you will find very little of that which you “have 
brought hither: 1 mean affection without intereft 5. 


fidelity without ftain 5. with all the goodnels and free- 
dome of the Age of Innocence. There are many, 
faith he, that had rather lofe an hundred Friends, 
then fo mamy Crowns. ‘They value them no more, 
then they do men in Twrky that are to be fold. AndI 
know fome that would eafily foregoe their moft dear 
and faithfull Intimates at the rate of ten or twenty 
pound a piece.. Men they are ( if we honour them 
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‘not too much with that name ) who as the Wile ° 


Man you fpoke of fuggefts to us, come but to drink, 

and retirn back again when the Bottles are empty. 

And therefore it will oblige us very much if you will 

__ be atthe pains to let us know the qualities of a man, 
that is fittobe admitted into our Society.. 


slePriond shen, replyed he, that is worthy of our bos 


fome love, is a perfow that is equally good and intelli- 


gent : That can neither deceive, nor eafily be deceived :: 
that can feldome doill out of weakuefS, and never out: 


of defign. He is one that will ferve you without vanity, 
but with all imaginable zeal : without any intereft, but 
with the exateft care and diligence. That. will engage 


bimfelf moft paffionately, in your defence when yor: are | 


abfent, or unfortunate, or dead. That will follow yox: 


with his love to the other World; and ferve thofe wher 
you are dead, whan you would have ferved if pou. had been 
alive. He is one that never conceals his own fecret fron 
you, nor reveals yours to others. That will freely re- 


prove you, and never back-bite other men. That cam 


fee your faults , and yet eafily pardon them, And that 


asreadily ackgowledges merit, as he efpies and pardons 
faults. That. cannot tell. how to do any thing without: 
Eee 3; JOUR: 


your: knowledge, unlefit be a goodturn. That would have 
‘you fee all he doth, except the friendly offices which he is 
every where rendring to you. That loves to entertain you 


with pleafant difcourfe , but bowfoever with wholefome 
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and profitable. That will follow you to all dangers, 


— though to no fins. That cau vary perhaps with your bu-. 


mour, but not with-your fortune. That can make you 
a feaft where there is no good chear befides himfelf. That 
can ferve as fauce to excite your appetite, and fave you 
the charge of Wine to exhilerate your fpirits. That will 
divert you, without the prejudice or offence af any body 


elfe. That will wake you more fenfible of his tender- ~ 


nef by fnsall things, then others can do by greater fer- 


ICES. : 


He is one that thinks all the praifes of others importune 


if you complain. To whom even his own merit feems odi- 


ows, if it receive not yokr approbation. One that lovesno — 


pleafure fo much as complacence to you. To whou all places 


are alike, fo you be not abjent.. He can deny himfelf any 


i 


thing and his friend nothing. He can bear himfelf com- — 


pany in Solitude, but is never weary of the company of 


thofe he loves. He hath afenfe of honour, equal to bis fenfe 


of love. He hath xo vulgar thoughts, but yet ftoops tothe 


wtoft vulgar actions for the fervice of bisfriend. He hath 
agreat and generous mind,but omits not the trifles which 
will pleafe hive. He will negle& his own bufinefs to do bis. 
He will receive akinduef us well a doit : and is not more 
willing to oblige than to be obliged: Heis thankfull and 
acknowledging for the fnzalleft offices of love, and fiudies 
to repay it with the greateft, He is poffelfed of all the Ver- 
tucs, but makes afhow of xone. He lowes decency without 


affectation, generoftty without pride, courtefie without ce- 
remony, and ftritinef without feverity. His moralityis 


void 


ee 
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void of all rudene[e 3 his ferioufnefs gives no dileuft ; his 


filence is without fullennefe;. and his humility without 
 bafenefl and meannefs of pirit. He hath a World of good 


qualities, and modeftyis Superiour tothem all. For he is 


Shamefac d without ignorance, and blufhes becaufe you fee 
he knows fo much. He delights not to praife that in others 

wherein he excells himfelf. Nor gshe {paring there of his 
commendations, where his own defects will leave himno 
title to the application. He can hide any thing better then 
his love. Hecan do any thing better, then deny your re- 
quefts. He can endure any thing with more eafethento 


be feparated from your Society. When you are with hit, 


. you are fiillalone. Wienyouaduife with him, itis with 
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your felf. He hath all things in common with you, but ~ 


chiefly adverfity, He and his friend have but one will , 
though they may have different underftandings. And in« 
ced this one qualityis it which Ilike in a friend above all 
the reft, viz. A fweet and innocent compliance, which is 


+ - the cement of love andthe fecret charm of Society. This - 
“vare difpofition makes him to pleafe ws without flattery : 
and to tye himfelf to ws without the lof of liberty. It ac-- 


cords to our defires without oppofing reafon: gives way to 
our weakuefs without increafing and cherifhing of it: ac- 
commodates it felf to our humour under the generous pro- 


feffion of frecdon: ferves usin all things it can, without: 


being captivated to any. There is nothing bafer indeed 


then compliance when it is feparated from other Vertues. . 


Nothing.aeore offenfive to thofe on whonert is beftowed if 
they have any noblerefentments inthem 5 then when it 


is fo fervile as to fubje the underftanding and enthral - 
the reafon totheirdefires, But being to attend upon thofe 


other good qualities which Ihave required in my friend, 
and ferving alwayes with a liberty of mind as there is 
nothing lef offends any body elfe, fo nothing more fcetens 


MABE 
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a mans own difpofition, or more delights and gratifies — 
that of bis friends. It bends it felf to profit others and 


not only to please. It ftudies to advantage them with the 
_greateft civility. It fubdues their palfions withthe greateft 


guietnefs. It reduces thento themfelves without violence, 
it foops unto there that it may lift them up. It conde-. 


‘ feends that they may begrecovered. It fafhions it Jelf to 


what they are, that they zay.be what they ought. It yields 
to their anger that it may difarm them of tt. It grants 
their defires that it may take them away. It makes aman 


agree to others not that they may comply with hin again, 


Litt comply with reafon. 


Tn fort therefore, he muft be a vertuows perfon, we all 
grant, whom we chufe for onr friend. For he is not capa- 
ble to be a friendtows,who is not a friend to himfelf. He 
can never accord wellwith another, who feels an inteftine 
war continually in his pa i But yet all vertuows 
perjons clo not fo refemble each the other, as to joyn toge- 
ther in that ftrié Union which bears the name of Friend- 


Ship: And therefore he is fit to be received into this rela- Hi 
tion who befides the qualities common to all good men, 


doth Symbolize with usin his bumours and inclinations, 
When you meet with fuch a man as anfwers this defcripti- 
on, make much of hin and place a great confidencein him, 
To diftruft him isthe higheft fin you can commit againft 
hin. Tobe fufpicious of. the truth of what he faith is the 
moft notorious breach of the bond of your friend{hip. And 
as foon as ever you begin to doubt, at is certain you begin 
lefSto love. : 


To this affect was the difeourfe of him who eau | 
upon him togive the defcription of a worthy friend: _ 
which was highly applauded by the whole Table and 
3 ferved 
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 ferved for an excellent clofe of their feat, And truly 
_ the repetition of it madeanew feat for our Pilgrim, - 
who began upon this occafion torefect on his own 
happinefs, who had met with a friend chat an{wered in - 
all points this great Character to the very life. O Sir, 

faid he to the Father; whatalofs am I at for words to 


fo much their own, as that they fhould feel pain as long 
as their friends, But yet Lfind youto be one of thac 
little number who are infinitely tender, and through- 

Pir ly 
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ty couched with all the infirmities of thofe that they 


love, How often have you charged your felf with my. 
cares and difquicts? How many thorns have you 
drawn outofmy mind¢ How many expedients have 
you devifed to fuccour and fupport me under all my 
burdens¢’, You have often tempered the heat’ of my 
paffions. You have {weetned the fharpnefs of my {pi- 
ric. You have healed my wounds when you could 


not prevent the blow, You have brought me cordi- 


als, when {was capable of no confolations but thofe 
which your company adminiftred to me, You havé 
divided with me the labours which I am to undergo, 
And takena part of chat duty upon you which I amto 
perform. And have made you felt fo infeparable to 
me, asifit was but one life which you and J lived. [ 


ought to value you as much as my felf; and for as — 


much as my perfon is dearer to. me then all my world- 


ly goods s 1 ought to efteem the benefits you have 


2 : 


done my mind, more then if you had given me a mafs 


of treafure, and pofleffed me of the faireft eftate which 


the eye of the World hath ever feen. — 


Car, 


year 
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es Cae EXIT 


How they chanced to fee a very Poor man entertaining 
him[elf with much pleafure under aTree, Whence arofe 


a difconrfe of Contentment: and the means to attain 


zt. Of Humility avd Charity. That notwithftand- 
ing all our Charity, we muft not think to have the 
World fo gooa' as we would wilh it. ! 


- “fchefe acknowledgements, if a new accident had not | 


oe T Know not to what length he meant to continue 


put an end tohis fpeech. For as he was going to ex- 
toll che noblenefs of his difpofition, as well as the ten- 
-dernefs which he obferveds and had juft uttered thefe 


words, you {carce know how to keep ameafure when 


“thereis occafionto be kind; your favours feem de- 


fective unlefs they exceed: they were ona fudden en- 


ey ‘countred with another delightful fpeétacle, which quite 


diverted his thoughts from what he was about to fay, 


For as they pafied by a fair field, they efpied a poor 
mania very ragged clothes undera large Beach Tree, 
who was liftning to the Mufick which the Birds made 
- in the neighbouring grove, and fometimes whiftled 
himfelf co bear them company in their melodies, A 
‘Jong time they faw him thus entertain himfelf, and at 
laft he pull’d out a piece of bread and cheefe, which, 
with eyes lifred up to Heaven he feemd to acknow- 
ledge a liberal dianer. Andatthe end ofit he wene 
and pledged the Birds ina little ftream that ran by 
him, giving God thanks again that had provided food 
for all his Creatures. They were much taken wich 
the innocence of his looks, and the contentment which 

Fff 2 they 
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more of a Vertue hid under raggs. And fo approzch- 


tion, and howhe came to lead fo merry a life being in 


‘appearance fo deftitute and low in his Worldly for- 


tunes, . The poor man madeno {cruple to.difcover his 
heartto them; but being of a free and open difpofiti- 
on, and not caring who was privy tohis thoughts, moft 


readily accorded to anfwer theit defires. And he ~ 


plainly told them, chat the occafion of the prefent {a- 


ing nearer to him, and giving him the ordinary faluta- - 
“tions which the time of the day required, they entred 
into difcourfe, andin conclufion enquired of his condi- 


ss 


tisfaction, which perhaps they faw himexprefs, wasto _ 


hear the Birds fo merry; who neither fow, nor reap, 


nor have any barns wherein to layup their food. I 
could not-chufe, faid he, but beara part with themin 
their Mirth, and think my felf at leaft as rich and hap- 
py as thofe filly creatures. The World, I fee, is as-full — 
for meas itisfor them. All places are crowded with ~ 
the bleflings of God, and I know not where he fhould 
beftow more, they are fo very full. A fewof them — 
alfo will ferve my turn, for my wants are but a few, 


ss a: eet) Can 


And a few things fure are eafily obtained, and cannot 


be long in getting. We need not go far to feek enough; — 
_ for there is no fcarcity of a little, and a little will fuf- 


fice. And,thanks be to God, I was never yet art any great 
trouble to procure this little number of neceffary 
things. Ac prefent my wants are all fupplied; and I 
have no reafon to doubt but they will be fo for che 
timetocome. For fure thereis aGod; andhe mut 
needs take care of his Creatures: and I imagine ic is no 
pride (which will not become mein this Poverty) to 
think my felfone of the betterfort 5 and sherefore con- 


clude - 


clude that I thall not wane. There is nothi ne lomach: 


comforts meas the thoughts of his Fulnefs, of bis Wit 


~ dom,of his Goodnefs, Power and Prefence to all places, 


which make me confident that at prefent I enjoy what 
ds moft convenient for me, and thar I fhall never fail co 
do the like through all my life, And if | doubted of any 
of the/e, that inftance of his Loveand Care in fending 
his own Son intothe World would rid me of all my 


— fcruples. For if he {pared not bis Son, but delivered him 
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up for us all, hew foal he not withhim give us all things. - 
_ For the comferts of this belief I continually render my 
 thanksto God; and you cannot conceive any greater 
contentment than that which 1 find in admiring and 


praifing his eternal Goodnefs.. Nay, I can never me 
thinks give him thanks enough for letting me enjoy 


_ the ufe of my eyes, my tongue, my hands and feet; for 
_ thefe are greater things chan all chat I want, and by 

thefe and his bleffing I may make provifion for my 
‘wants. There are many, I fee, inthe World are poorer 
~ by half than my felf. I poffefs fo much more than 


they, as allchofe things which I have now numbred. O 
how rich do I efteem my felf in compare with the 
blind, and the dumb, and the lame! Bat! fhould be 
much afhamed, if among all thofe who have lefs than J, 
there fhould be found men that have more contenr- 
ment. And I confider with my felf fometimes; fhould 
thofe poor Souls murmure, what is it tha: I fhould fay 
to give them contents; and thac very thing I fay to my 
felf,, [make the experiment firft upon my own mind, 
and ifitcan donothing there to comfort me who am 
in better condition, [think it uoreafonable to pro- 
pound icuntothem. And fometimes on the other fide 
I caft mine eyes on them that have more, and fee that 


they are as far from content as thofe who have nothing 
' f 2 at 
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at all: from whence I conclude that itis nottobe found — 
inalithe World; but in our felves, and there may 
find it without the abundance thatthey enjoy. I per- 
ceive alfo that Poverty is not without its benefits, and 
thatit is defervedly called the Mother of Sobriety, the 
Nurfe of Arts,the Miftrefs of Wifdom, the Spur to In- 
dufiry., andthe School to which we are putto learn 
the Knowledge of our felves, and the dependence we 
have onan higher Caufe. Befide all which, Iufe to 
call it my Sanétuary, which. no body will prefume to 
rife, Here] am fafe, for all men hateto hurtthe poor. ; 
‘There is no Antidote of greater vertue, as I haveheard — 
men fay again@ poifon, than this condition wherein f 
am, ‘They arethe Veilels of Gold, and not of Barth 
and Wood, wherein fuch deadly potions are wont to — 
be mingled. Nay, this Mofick which you faw mé 
liffening to, this Mutick of Gods own creating pives — 
me the greater ravifhment, becaufe I confider-that — 
none canrob me of ic, and leave me my liberty and ~ 
life, They thac have taken away my goods, and have ~ 
banifhed me into the Woods, cannot hinder the Earth — 
from putting forth the Flowers, not the Trees from 
vielding their. fruit, nor the Birds from finging among 
the branches; no nor me from entertaining my felf 
with all chefe pleafures, at leaft from being contented. 
And truly Fought, methinks, to rejoyce that thefe fa. 
tisfactions are remaining, rather than repine that thofe 
~ are gone which could never have given me fall farif- 
faction. Batt fappofelfpeak to thofe who are nog 
unacquainted with fome wants, and therefore | may 
forbesr to fay any more than this; chae if you can tell 
whaticis that keeps you from being miferable , that 
very thing is the comfort of my Poverty. For he that 


can ref contented in one condition, can fatisfie him- 


felf 


| {elf in all: and he who is not pleafed in his prefent ftate, 


> 


will alwayes find fome matter of complaiar, 


Our young Pilgrim would fain have had him to pro- 
ceed in declaring the fenfe of bis Soul to them, becaufe 


‘he took him to be fo happy. But yet he could not chufe 


but yield to the equity of that which he had now 
faid, and therefore after they had requezd the Poor 
mans generous freedom with a long difcourfe, which 
both teftified their fympathy with him, and added 


much to the conrentment of his mind; He entred in- 


to a debate with the Father when they. were alone. 
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about thofe things which will prepare the Soul tore- 


ceive fatisfaction in the meaneft condition into which 
they might fall, For my pare, faid he, I cannot but 


look back upon the felicity of thofe who leadatem- 
perate life in the midft of all the abundance of this 


~ World. Every thing lets me fee the neceffity and ex- 


_ cellency of that Vertue, and gives me occafion to re- 
new my commendations of it. The moderate ufe of 


all pleafant chings doth moft effe@ually teach content- 


~ ment, becaufe it fhews us how little will ferve our. 


turn. It weans us alfo from thelove of fenfual de- 
lights, which is the only thing that makes the want 


or thelofs of them fotroublefome unto us, Ie makes 


room for wife and fober thoughts, And me thinks 
isnothing elfe but a conftant exercife of contentment 


~ inone particular, which muft needs difpofe our minds 


co the practice of all other parts of it. It is no great 
matter to be debarred of that, which we have oft for- 
bidden to our felves: There is nothing taken away 
but what we could fpare. We want nothing, but. 
what we could want, while we were pofleffed of it. 
We are not forced to be without thefe things, for we 
chofe. 


e 


cho’e before to enjoy butalicrle ofchem. Thisis tO 
precccupate and foreftall the blows of fortune, as the — 
Heathens, I have heard, were wont to fay, whenthey 
{poke of the changes that we fufferin the World, We 

are before-hand by this means with any alteration, No- 
thing can give us any wound that fhall make us {mar’, 
becaufe we have felcthe pointof iralready. We have - 
made a tryal of its power, and know what want can 
douponus, Wemay cry out, asa generous Soul once 
did; [have got before thee, whatfoever Neceffity thou 
are that-intendeft to come upon me. I have taken 
thee, and hold thee faft inmy hands. Ihave intercep- 
ced all chy affaules, and thou canft not touch my heart. 
Nothing can arrive, but what is here before. I know 


the wortt of all things, for I have inured my felf to beat 
them, a 


You are in the right, replyed the Father, and I — 
thank you for this good reflection. They do very ill — 
fure, who defire to lead a contented life, and yer ufe 
themfelves to fare delitioufly everyday. They forget 
whatis acoming who love to {wim in pleafures, and to 
gulp down as much as they are able of rhefe fenfual de- _ 
lights. They are but preparing heir own prifons, and 
twifting the whips chat muft {courge themfelves. They 
do but make chemfelves more tender, andapt to fhrink 
atthe pri¢k of aPin. They will cry out moft bitterly 
under thofe lathes, which {ober men will fcarce feel, 
And yet let me tell you, that you would have done 
well to have caft your eycs a little further back to 
fome things of which we have not fo lately {poken. 
You carry your contentment about you continu- 
ally, and itlyes ina little room ; if you have not for- 
got che very firft Leffon which I taught you at your 


fetting 
@ 
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| S, 1 am nought, 1 have 
nonght, I defire nought bat Jelus and Ferufalems, 1 told, 
you were like a little Bortle of Effences, which a Tra- 
veller muft alwayes shave in his pocket, -and of which 
if he do but cakeafip, he will inftantly find relief in. 
/ any condition of life. Humility and Charity, 1 mean : 
are fufficient to carry us thorow this evil World with 
an équal and well-poifed mind. For as forthe firft of 
thems; what is it, but the fubmiffion of our wills in- 
_. tirely to God, which is the very fecree of Contenr- 
ment? It is a greater fenfe of his Supreme Aathority 
— overus, with which it isa folly to difpure; and of his 
_ Supreme Wifdom and Goodnefs, out of whofe hands 
itisafolly, ifwe might, totake our felves, It makes 
us think that we deferve nothing atall, and fo to be 
well-pleafed that wehave not lefs than we enjoy, Ie 
teaches us to renounce our own underftandings, and to 
think that beft, which is fo in Gods account. But I 
 willnot take a great deal of pains in an eafie argu- 
~ mene, and therefore let us only confider what the mat- 
 teris, that no man is fatisfied with the portion which 
_ Providence hath allotted to him: From the greateft 
to the meaneft we fee, that men are ever complaining ’ 
of theirfortune. It is in vain that Heaven beftows 
many bleflings upon them, forthey turn all into gall 
and bitternefs, and have fomething within which de- 
ftroyes all their happinefs. The tafte of whac they 
haveis fpoiled, by a perpetual thirft after. fomething 
orother which they want, But might they not en- 
joy themfelves well enough without it? There is no - 
queftion to be made of it. For otherwife he chat hach 
given them greater things, would not permit them to 
be withour the lefs. The Life us more than meat, and 
_ the Body thin rayment, What is the reafon then that 
; Ggeg they 
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they defire that fo paffionately, of which they have no ~ 
real need, and never take any comfort in that which 
they cannot be without? Truly I can find none, fave 

‘only this, that though they do not need many things 

~ cotheir happinefs, yet in the opinion of the World they — 

do, and it will not account them happy without 
them. The World thinks him no body who does not 
wear fine Cloaths, who hath not a great Eftate, who 
is not able toleave his children very rich, who cannot 
revenge himfelf on his enemies, and have a large com- 
mand over others, though he can command himfelf 
never fo much: And fo they facrifice their own eafe 
to the popular opinions, They vainly employ their 
time to fatisfie other men,rather than themfelves> They 
confider more what will be faid of them, if they be not — 
in fuch or fuch an eftate, than they do their own.quier — 
and repofe. And is it poffible, can we think, rhaga 
man fhould be well pleafed, who refuling to comply — 

- with reafon alone, defires to give contentto that fae 
mous Chimera called Opinion ? It cannot be; efpe- 
cially fince it is the Opinion of others, and not ~ 
his own only which he follows; and this isathing fo 
infini.e, and withall fo mutable and uncertain, thar ic 
will never give him any reft who is lead by it, Butthen 
after all this, lec us confider what itis that makes men 
defirous to content the World, in order to content 
themfelves, Is ic not their Pride and defire to be 
efteemed¢ Is it not. a vain ftudy to be admired, and 
to have a great Name in the World > Let us be Hamble 
then and wefhilbe contented. Let us have a mean 
efteem of our felves, and we fhall not be troubled thae 
other mens thoughts are conformable toour own. Let 
us chink wehave more than we deferve, and we fhall at 
the moft but ftudy to be worthy ftilltohaveit. Ler us 


thus 


AO 
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thus. vour to make our felves happy , and we 


fhall not.care whether other men think us happy 


- Ofno, 


* And then for Charity,or the Love of God, ir hath this 


particular Charm, that it renders all conditions alike 


agreeable unto us, becaufe we never confider any 


thing therein, butonly him alone. When we are fo 
full ofhim as to love him with all our heart, and all 


our foul, and all our ftrength, there can be bor 


little room for any thing elfe. Some troublefome 
thoughts may intrade cthemfélves, but they can- 


not dwell in us, becaufe the love of him will thru‘ 


themout. Befides, the love of him is very powerful 
to beget in our fouls a perfwafion that he loveth us.Our 


- Loveis but the produé of his, and there is nothing: 

more comfortable then to think that weare beloved at 

s spar Good.And then again, Love is apt to make us 
wel 


{pleafed withallthat they do whom we entirely 


“Jove. We can take nothing ill at their hands, bur 
 alwayes perfwade our felves that they mean well. Ic 
_ pleafes us much chat they fhould pleafe them(elves. 


And therefore if we love God, it will produce the 
fame fatisfaGtion in all his Providences: we {hall 
love themevery one, becaufe we are in love with 
him. Efpecially fince we are fatisfied by this love of 
his good affection to us ; it will not ler us fulpe@ him 
of any unkindnefs. We fhall alwayes reft affured of 
his good will, and fo have no more to fay but only 
this, Thy will, oO Love, be done. And I may add alfo, 
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that the Love of God being juft oppofice to our felf- ~ 


love, whichis the root of all ourtroubles, maft needs 
be the foundation and root of all our contentment. 
For what is Contentment, but the ftabilicy, as ic were, 

) Ggg2 of 
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» will make us more to love him. 
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of the Soul whereby it ftands in one unmoveable — 


‘remper? It is a kind of indifferency, an unconcern- 


ednefs inall things but only God. And how is that 
to be purchafed, but only by fucha ftrong affection 


‘to him asdeftroyes the inordinate love of our felves, 


and all other things. As long as that love of our 
felves reigns, it carries us headlong to every thing 
that pleafes our carnal appetites. Ic makes us range’ 
up and down the World after every trifle that we 
have a fancy unto. It makes us vex if we be crofled 
in the leaft of our defires, It fets us in a reft- 


_ Jefs motion without any poffibility of ever fixing 
ourfelves. It makes us as paffionately concern our 


felves for atoy, as if it touched our very life. And 
therefore till this be deftroyed, we are not likely to 
find the contentment which we feek. Now the Love 
of God, that is juft contrary to it, and cannot ftand 
together with it, That concenters and unites all our 
thoughts and affe@ions in one Good, which we may. 
alwayes have, and in which we may alwayes have fa- 


_tisfa@ion, That fettles our foulsin one place, out of 


which we need not {tir to feek our happinefs. Thae 

carries our hearts continually. above, and fets us out of 
the reach of thefe worldly things, Ic raifes us beyond 
our felves, and makes us feel him who is infinitely bet-' 
ter: who allo, we know, rules and difpofes all things in 
the world, according to that excellent goodnefs which 
we feel in him. Let us love him therefore now as much: 
as we can, and in this let us place our happinefs. So thal! 
we never failto be well pleafed; becaufe every thing 


T thank you moft heartily, faid-the Pilgrim, for 
the feafonable remembrance you have given me of 


thac 


that excellent leffon. Tt hath done me fo much god, 
~ that T cannot fee how any thing fhould trouble me un- 
lefs it be this ; to fee fo little Love of God in the world,’ 
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and that I can do no more good uponmen whom I 
love for Gods fake. It is very well,replyed the Father, if 
you have no more to trouble you then this; for it is 
only the fruit’of a great Love, which fometime 1s 
wont tomake us fick, if ic meet with unkind enter- 


tainment in thofe on whom iris beftowed. And-be- | 
fides, let me tell you this for your better fatisfaction  . 


thar you muft content your {elf to fee the world, fo 


~ imperfect as it is. You will never have any quiet, if 


-youvex your felf, becaufe you cannot bring mankind 


to that exact Jdea of things which you have formed 


iin your mind. You defire, I perceive, above all 


ae 


things, that there might be peace on earth, and that 


-Chriftian people might live in a {weet agreement to- 
gether. But, benot ignorant, I pray you, of this that 
~ you do bat trouble your felf, and the world too, if 


you think to atcain this happinefs by making all fo 


- perfectas your felf. “Asitistoo commonly feen that 


Good men hinder peace by infifting over vehemently 


upon leffer truths , which might well ftand afide to 
amake way for unity in greater things: foan unfeafon- 
able and violent endeavour to correct fome faults, 


and root out fome abufes, and to take away fomeim- 


perfect inftitucions hath too frequently driven peace 
away fromthe Church of God. All which proceeds 
from want of prudence and difcreet confideration of 
things, with which an honeft and well meaning zeal 
had need to be tempered. We muft well weigh the 
nature and momentof things. When ic is impoffible 
to have all we honeftly defire, we muft take what we 
can, rather then want the chiefeft ching that is in out 


Gee 3 cefires. 
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defires. We do notlivein aworld that iscompofed C4 


of compleat Chriftians. All is weak, all is fick and 


diftempered in the Societies of men, They are in 
a ftate of great infirmity, not to fay corruption and 
degeneracy. He that would go about prefently to 
make all fo healthy and pure, fo free from all difor- 
der as he deftres; bath much piety perhips, but little 
prudence, He confiders not that a ctazy ftate of 
things cannot be fo foon amended and reftored to 
entire foundnefs. We fhall fooner kill then work a 
Cure, if we apply fuch violent Medicines, and fud- 
denly make ufe of the higheft remedies. We muft 
deal gently with Patients that are very fick, and alfo 
labour of a Chronick difea’e, We muft wait for fa- _ 
vourable feafons ; we mufttry what they can bear 35 _ 
we mutt go on by fteps and degrees to extirpate a. 
long fettled and inveterate ill habit of mind, In plain 
words we muft not expect and ftay, as I told you, for 
peace in our felves or the world_either, till all men be 
as good as we would havethem. We muft not remain 
in Confufion, till we can eftablifh fuchan exa@ plac- 
form and madel of things as Piety teaches us to de- 
fign, We muft confider whether it can be attained in 
this ftate of affairs, We muft obferve what the conditi-. 
on of the world is able to endure, We muft do as 
Workmen and Artificers are wont, who when they 
have not the choice of their Materials out of which 
they are to frame a piece, do content themfelves to 
form fuch an one as their Stuff will yield. Ic is im- 
poffible our of bad matter to forma compleat and ex- 
cellent piece of Work. And this doth not argue the 
defect of the Artificer, buc the incapacity of thae up- 
on which he exercifes his skill, Itis the knotty loge, 
and not he whichrenders the Statue fo mean. Such 


defects. 


zee The Parable of the Pilgrim, 
| defects and imperfeétions in the Body of mankind, nay, 
and of Chriftians alfo, we muft be forced to accom- 


 modaté our felves unto; or elfe we muft break So- 


ciety, and not be one Body, Neither God nor man 


ats 


° ne “p t : 
will expect that we fhouic make things SorieG whore 


the {tate of men is capable of Nothing but imperfecti- 
on. He himfelf was fain to comply with the obfti« 
nate hardnefs of the Carnal Jews, The Laws which 
he gave were not the beft, bur fuch as they could 


bear. Andtruly we muft all be content to fuffer thac. 


which we cannot mend. Patience muft be the reme- 
dy of thofe things which cannot be corrected, Pro- 
vided, that Chriftianicy be not deftroyed, nor Juftice 
and Piecy fubverted, we muft, for peace fake, tolerate 
many faults, till zbeycan be taken away, and leave it 


 ftillremaining. There are fome things that are ab- 


folutely neceffary, and others only excellent, and very 
defireable. Some that are indifpenfable, and others 
_ that may be let alone, Some that muft exercife our 

zeal, and others only our Patience. And we had 


need pray to God that all may be fo happy as rightly 


to diftinguifh thefe. That they may have as much 
ight as they have heat. That good affe@ion may 
not be feparated from good underftanding. That the 


more piety any manhath, the more prudence and wif-. 


dom he may be adorned withall. So will he not only 

keep peace, but alfomakeit. He will not be a Friend, 
but alfo a Father of it, And in all likelhood obtain 
that by foft and moderate courfes ; which the more 
Violent, though feemingly more Pious too, will cer- 
tainly drive away. | 


It is poffible indeed the World may call this a luke- 
warm temper: but donot regard at all what they fay, 
; For 


A 
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So from Humility you learn not to matter their 


_cenfures of you for it. You (hall sever bevat any - 


quiet, if you be troubled ac all that men are pleated 


so elk of your doings, Or if their good efteem 
- be neceffary to your content, it is'a very eafie mat- 


cer to fore-tell that you fhall alwayes live without 
ite» Thofe are excellent fayings, me thinks, which our 
Fore-fathers have left behind them, He fra. have 
enoazh to do who fiudies to pleafe fools, and them that have 


For as Charity teaches you to be thus moderate, — 


no skill. To pleafe and to difpleafe are the meer effects of 


“J 
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chance and hazzard; wifdom and [ufficiency have no 


thare therein. Two things deferve to have but tittle credit 


given to them 5 the efleem of great men, and the teftimo- 


ny of the people. Reputation ts a thing that w often got. 


without merits and loft without any ill defervings. And — 


mens good Opinion, why fhould we think our felves 
the better? And when we have loft ic again, what 


caufe is thereto judge our felves the worfe? Are you 
the taller in the evening, becaufe your fhadow is lon- 
ger, orare you fhorter at noon, becaufe it is then con- 


traéted ? Do not think of your felf then according to 


the meafure of the Honour you receive from others 5 © 


for it isat the beft but che thadow.of Vertue. So you 


‘know it is vulgarly called; and if you allow the ex. , 


preffion, there is more of inftru@ion in it, then you 
may,imagine, The fhadow, you know, attends the 


body wherefoeverit goes: Itis its infeparable compa- 
nion, and will not be parted fromit, And fo truly doth — 


honour and glory wait upon all Vertuous actions: 
Though no body commend them, yer they commend 
themfeives, A man cannot but think he hath done 
bravely, though there be none. to applaud him but his 
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therefore when we have won the greateft. fhare of — 


The Parable of the Pilgrim, 
own conf{cience of whathehathdone, And therefore 
regard not fo mach what the World thinks of you, as 
what you think of your felf. Ask not whether it be 
_ fatisfied, but whether you have rendred Jutftice to 

* your own refolutions.. Wait not to teceive commen- 

dations from abroad, but think it fufficient if you meet 
with no reproaches at home. Not thac I would have 
you refufe juft praifes when they are beftowed upoe 
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you, much lefs think itis the ftile of Saints tobe ralk- | 


ing of your vilenefs. But I would only have you to 


_ dowell, though you hear ill; and only to learn to do 
_ better if you meet with good acceptance, For the 
_ truthis, the approbation of wife men, though it thould 
not puff us up, yet ic ought to encourage us. And he 


that rejects allthe teftimony of others, doth not fo 


_ much exprefs the Vile opinion he hath of himfelf, as 
___ the contempt wherein he holds his Neighbours, 


Care X XXIV. > 


How they fell into the company of twoTravellers. One of 


_ which would have pul’d ont the Pilgrims eyes, and 
_ the other pulled away his Guide. 


‘Hefe words were fcarce cold upon his lips, when 

. fuddenly they heard the noile of-an horfes heels 
behind them. Which caufing them to turn ees 
back, a proper man well mounted prefented bimfelf 
to them, iffuing out of another rode upon the left band, 
and falling then into that wherein they were. When 
he was come up, and had joyned himfelf tothem s he 
askt prefently the common Queftion, Whither travel 
you? They were not fhy of making bim a true an- 
: Hhh {wer, 


ais 
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(wer, bat told him that they were going to a place 
called ‘ferafalem, You are well overtaken then re- 
plyéd he, for that is the ucga of my journey alfo, and 


. ——— 
Se = 


éntie , 


{hall be very glad of your company. Bucfmuft tel ~ 


you, that if you have ftill held this rode, you are very 
much out of your way, or elfe all my knowledge fails 
me. Forit lyes a great deal more on this hand (point- 
ing to the left) and here we muft now turn again and 


leave this wherein I find you, unlefs we meanromifs . 
of our aim, and be lead to fome other place, Let me be ~ 


your Guide, if you pleafe, forI am fo well acquainted 


with the way, that it isimpoflible for me to miftake it. 
You may truft mes for 1am confident though I thould 


fhut mine eyes, or gohoodwinkt thither, [fhould not _ 


miflead you. pe 


He fpokevery gracefully, and was witty in his con- 
ceits, excellent company alfo by reafon of his pleafane- 
humour; andwithall, of a carriage very civil and in- 


viting. Butthey obferved chat he hada fword by his 


fide, and a pair of Piftols beforehim, together with 


another Inftrument hanging ac his Bele, which was 


_ formed for pulling out of eyes, This they thought'was 
none of a Pilgrims habit, ‘and they viewed him fo care- 


fully, chatthey concluded he was one of that Brood, 


| who if they cannot perfwade Travellers into their 


Way, will drive them into it, and then carry them 


~ blindfold for fear they fhould forfake it. Whereupon 


the Father faid to him, Sir, do not think me rude if f be 
fo plain with you, as to fpeak in the ftile of our ufual: 
Proverb, and let you know, that we had rather have 
your room than your company. ° We are ftrongly 


poflefled againft thofe who ‘would’ make us believe we- 


cannot fee our way, unlefs we let: them pull out our 


eyes. 
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eyes. Nor will youever be able to invent fo many 
good words as to reconcile us to them; who when 
they find men in courfes contrary totheir own, are nor 
content to labour by reafon to bring them to their 
bent, but fhootthem to death if they ftifly refufe, as 
_ Af they were but rogues and theeves. And you will 
havea great dealto doto perfwadeus that you are not 
one of thatnumber. We fee what weapons you are 
provided of, and we fhall never be convinced that 
they areinnonent. We dread you more than the Ban- 
_ditti, and all the lawlefs men inthe World. We had 
rather fall into the hands of Turks and Barbarians, 
then live under your Tyranny. For though they ftrip 
us ofour clothes, and f{poil our goods; yet they will 
leave us ourfenfes and our reafons, of which you in- 
tend tobereaveus. We may believe our eyes; and 
truft our feeling and our taft in their Country ; but in 
_ youts they have loft their credit, and are deprived of 
_ theirufein matters of the greateft concernment. And 
therefore I wonder you are fo confident of the way 
wherein you would guide us, fince your eyes do not al- 

_ wayes report things truly to you. You fhall not fee 
for us, fince you acknowledge your fight fo deficient. 
We can be fure of nothing, if fuch as you be our infor- 
mers. Perhaps there isno fuch perfon as Fe/ws whom 
__wefeek, or he is afleep in his grave, and we fhall never 
fee him at Jerufalem. For though there are that have 
told us they faw him, and handled him after he rofe 
again, by what means will you allure us that it was not 

an illufion’ Our hands and eyes my deceive us you 
fay in other cafes, and therefore what priviledge 
had theirs from being cheated’ . But befides, as F 
was going to fay atthe firft, if you are fo certain of 
your way as you pretend, I befeech you, why do you 
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not make it good by beteer arguments, than thofe 
chat are made of Steel > Why cannoc you illumi- 
nate us without cafting us into the midft of a fire > 
who more likely to be wrong, than they who are con- 


fident they are inthe right, and cannot prove it? It is. 


a great fign you intend to couzenus, becavfe you will 
notietus examine your Ware. Since you vend it in 
a dark fhop, where no body can fee it, we hold it in 
pieat fufpition of being naught. Butif we do not 


muft we be forced to buy, or elfe pay for our refufal 
with the price of our lives ? Is this the way to make 


a 
> 


—Sikeic, why will younot fiffer us toletitalone? Why 


Chriftians, never to confider that they are men ? Is this © 


the mark of being filled with the Holy Ghoft, to 
breathe forth nothing but threatnings and flaughters > 
Me thinks you transform the Heavenly Dove into the 
fhape of a Vulture ora Raven, We have heard ofher 


are ftrangers to her fiercenefs, and know nothing of 


her croaking for aprey. To give her claws, and arm 
her with talons and a bloody beak, what is it but to ~ 


curn her into a Monfter > I cannor conceive, faith one 
of your own neighbours, but more ingenious than the 
reft, that they fhould be the Chriftian Paftors who be- 
come Butchers of the Flock: and that the Church 
which was for fo many Ages in great perfecution,fhould 


for thofe creatures that are without the fold, then we 
are fureto beworried by you. Though the Charch 


be never fo loving a Mother to you, yet fhe hath no. 


kindnefs at all for ftrangers. You tell us indeed that 
fhe opens her arms to us, but we doube that ic is to 
prefsusto death. Nay, Her breafts we fee do feed 
you with Blood, and not with Milk, Her children 


are 


fweet nature, of her fighs and mournings, but we 


now it felf begin toperfecute. Or if you reckon us ~ 


The Parable of the Pilgrim. 
are cruel and ravenous, and therefore what would 
you have us tojudge of herfelf>? 


_ The Gentleman who feemed all the time to be much 
troubled at this difcourfe, here interrupted it, and told 


_ him that he was too vehement; protefting that he bad 


‘no defigntodothem any hurt. We are as innocent 
people, continued he,as any in all the World, and if you 
would let us travel together, I would bring you to 
more good company, who fhall give youwall the affu- 


tance imaginable of our harmlefs intentions. Do but — 


tell what fecurity you defire, and 1 will undertake it 


fhallnot be refufed. I know themall fo well, that I 
dare engage my Soul for their fidelity to their word, 
‘Undertake nothing, I befeech you, replyed the Fa- 


ther for other folks, Ifyou had engaged thac pawn — 


only for your felfic might be caken, becaufe you feem | 
- 4 Gentleman, and a‘perfon of good nature’: but as for 


the moft of your company, they can never give me the 


2 “affurance which I fhall defire. There is but one fecu- — 


rity which I canconfide in, and that is the fame which 
the Lacedemonian demanded of one who offered to 
-feal him his faithful Friendthip 5 oz. That if they have 
any will do ws any wl{chief , they shall never bave any 

ower. There is none but this thac is worth a rufh: 
The reft are alifo vain and infirm, that none but fools 
will truft unto chem. © 


He had no fooner faid this, but before there could 
be any room for areply, they were all accofted by 
another man of a quite different fhape and humour 
from this; more fad and melancholy, more rude, and 
of an heavier wit alfos who-crofi¢d their way upon 
-theright hand. He making a ftop a while as they 
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pafled by him, and hearing them talk of Ferwfalemes 
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made no more ado but chopt into their company, and 
told them, thatif they were going thither, they helda 
very unfafe courfe; and fhould wander in by-paths 
for ever, unlefs they went along with, him in the way ~ 
that-he would thew them. -To be fhort; He preffed 
themfo earneftly, with fo loud a voice, and fo much 
heat, that the fweat dropt down fromhis face. He did 
lictle lefs than thunder among them, and threatned 
them with eternal deftrudtion if they did not hearken 
to him. And infine he told them that he had caufe 
to be thus vehement, for he was fure he was in the 
right, and could not mifguide them. . I like you the 
worfe for that, faid the young Pilgrim (who thought — 
himfelf fufficient co deal with this Hot-fpur) andwe 


fhould have believed you fooner if you had not pres ~ 


tended to Infallibilicy , and withail been fo unchari- 
rable. We met with your Elder Brother juft now, 
whom you fee here, though perhaps you are notwell — 
acquainted with him, And fwe could be moved at 
all with confidence, and the pretences of an unerring 
fpirit, he had got che ftart of you, and you had come 
toolate to beg or affent, You, bothfet up an Oracle, 
buthis is the ancienter of thetwos; and more reforted 
unto, and far better cuftomed chan yours. I wifh 
that both your pretenfions were more modeft. For 
me thinks there is nothing fo hatefull as 4 man that 
gives us nothing but words, and is angry that we will 
not believehim, It would puta wife man into a paf- 
fion, to fee one ufe chreatning geftures inftead of argu- ~ 
ments. And provoke him co think the ufe of {peecha 
mifchief, when he heats poor and fimple ftuffuttered ~ 
in terms thae carry the ftile of Edi@s, But befides 
this, Lobferve, that as this man would have pulled out - 
: mine 
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mine eyes, fo you would pull away from me my Guide. 
You would have me travel alone by my own fancy, 
and take my felfto be as wife asthe beft.. Buefor my 
part, 1 will alivayes be of the Religion which reve- 


- rences the Conductors of Souls : andam glad withall 


mine heart that | have met with one both to teach 
andto watch,overmé. He would lead meas if I was 
a Beaft, and had no underftanding, and you would 
_ have merun like 4 Mad-man on my own head; but 
there is a middle between thefe, and that is reafon une 
_ der rhe Guidance of the Wife. He would take away 
_ all Judgement from us: and you would haveus take tt 
all to our felves. I like neither, but would rake fome, 
and leave the reft toothers. Do not'think but thac{ 
_ will judge for my felf; but yer I will takea Director 
with meas God hath appointed, that fo I may fee to 
_ “judgethebecter. Giveme my eyes, fay Ito him chat 
_ fayes hishands upon them: and 'yet'l cry tomy Guide, 


when I fee'the cleareft, Lend me yours, for they are 


like tobe better thine mine own, A great many eyes 
arefafer thanone: Orhers may fee that which I can- 
not difcover my felf, Intereft, Pride, Paffion, and 
Prejudice have too great an hand in our own determi- 


nations ; if I can'find none that are quite void of thern,. 


yet I will confult wich thofe that are like to have lefs 
than my felf. And iff cannot judge according to their 
fenfe, yet I will never impofe my own uponthem. If I 
cannot follow, yet I will not prefume ro lead, If { 
‘cannot be fo’ humble as co quit my reafon, yet I will 
not'be fo arrogant as to rake upon me to Guide them, 
or to become a confident Teacher of others. Modefty 
inftructs me tothink, thac ifthey may miftake, much 
more may I: thacif they whofe work itis to enquire 


qnto Truth, are notefecure from Errour, then I cannot 
geil} claim 


“az 
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claim that priviledge who have many other bufinefies 
co attend. I will neither therefore contradi@ their 
opinion, nor deny my own. | will neither for che pre- 
fent become their follower, nor yet forfake their 
guidance, ue 
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. ‘The ftrangerdid not expe to be encountred with 
fuch an oppofition as this, and fo betray d a little 
amazementatit. And befides, he was the more con- 
founded,when the Pilgrim e(pying a Dagger by his fide, 
and a Piftol peeping out of his pocket, thus proceeded 
~ go difcourfe cohim, Bue though you two are fodif- 
ferent in your opinions, yet me thinks you con(pire too 
much in your cruel practices, That young weapon of 
~ yours which I fee ac your Girdle doth make me ftart._ 
Your Dagger, I doubt, when it is alittle flethed, will in 
a fhort time grow to be aSword. You are.of the fame * 
perfecuting fpirit with your neighbour, and will fuf- 
fer no body to be ofacontrary mind to your felf, And 
itis the worfe in you,becaufe you have often pretended 
to liberty and will give none. It isyour felf,1 fee, thac 
you love, and no body elfe, You cry outof thofe bur- - 
dens, which you are ready to lay on other mens backs. 
You do that, of which you complains. and defire only 
to change places with thofe againft whom you perpe- 
~ tually murmure. If you could but agree in other things, 
it would be beft for'you to gotogether, and leave us 
to our felyes. Though we would willingly come to a 
fairaccord (being, 1 hope, the children of peace) yet 
; { doubt you are of the humour of thofe men who are 
fo obftinate, thar they will not ftoop a jot, nor bow 
their heads, though tt be to take up fuch a Bleffed 
thing as Peace. It is very fad indeed that there fhould 
_be fuch nacures found in che world, but it is fo apparent, 
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that there are that you will have a difficult tafk of Ase 


it, to clear your {elf from the imputation of being of 
that wilfull party. Though Peace lyeat their feet‘and 
intreat them to condefcend alittlefor its fake, they 
do not love it fo wellasto purchafe it with the lea(t 
abatement of their own defires. There is no way to 
divert their imagination from the object on which it is 


pitcht: and if they be once refolved athing muft be — 


~ done, all the world cannot change them from their 
aim. They are enemies to all accommodation,and fo 
_tyed tothe forms they prefcribe themfelves 5 that it is 
‘impoflible to reduce them to any equity, or to render 
them capable to remit of their rigour. Nay fo far do 
fome men forget themfelves,that as many who obferve 
it have complained, they. would rather fall, than de- 


_{cend and come down. They defire all or nothing: they 


_ feck Death or elfe Vitory. As for Peace which lyes 


between both, and which ought alwayes to be fought 
for by the vanquithed, and defired by the victorious, 
they nothing care; unlefs they may have it on their 
ownterms and conditions. If you intend then to have 


our company,you muft throw away this {tubborn,{tiff,_, 


and refolute difpofition which makes men lofe Peace 
for little or nothing. A yielding, compliant and gentle 
nature is the great friend of Peace, andthe only {oil 
. wherein it will grow. For the preparing of which 
foil,there is nothing fo necefiary as Humility.It is Pride 
generally that makes men fo obftinate and pertinaci- 
ous. Aconceit of themfelves makes them fondly ima- 
gine that every body muftfubmit to them, and they 
to none. Thistherefore is as great an enemy to our 
happy agreement, as any the world hath. It obftructs 
all paflages toit: it makes a man f{tand upon pund@i- 


lio’s and formalities, as if they were of equal confide- 
. ATL ration 
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tation to Peace andUnity. It prefers the leaft trifie 
which fupports its Grandeur before the greateft Blef 
fings that Heaven can beftow. It makes men endlefly 
wrangle, when allthat they can fay fignifies nothing, _ 
but that they haveno mindto yield. Yeu are better 
{killed than I it is to be prefumed in the Hiftory of 
ancient times: And you cannot well chufe butremem- 
ber fomething of a conteft between the Atheniavs and . 
King Péilsp about an Ifle that he had taken from them, 1 
and had a mind toreftore. But then you cannot allo 
but call to mind, how learnedly one of their proud 
Orators advifed them, that if the words of the Treaty 
didimport that he gave it tothem, they fhould refufe 
it. He wouldrather have them lofe that which they — 
could not get, than not have it by way of furrender, 
and reftitution to them. Was not this a {trange foolery? _ 
What was it elfe but to prize the vanity of a word, be- 
fore the folidity of the thing, as one hath obferved on 
that Story ? To ftand upon a fancy andfhadow of Ho-— 
nour, when a real intereft was concerned ? But fuch is — 
the nature of Pride, which thinks ic felfdifpraced if 
you pluck an hair out of itsheads and takes it felf to 
be undone, if it lofe but a word. Pride would have 
it fo; and that will be obeyed , though men fuffer ~ 
foundly for it. And are not moft of the Controverfies 
that divide the world about matters of the like high 
moment? Are they not in great part a fcuffling about 
fyllables, and a fighting with fhadows and Idols ofour 
own Imagination? Is there not very hot bickerings 
about hard phrafes ? And is it not thought enough to 
make a man be killed, if he donot believe a barbarous 
word ? Confider whether your weapons are not like 
to be ingaged in thefe doughty quarrels. Whether 
you have not fharpened them to ferve in the caufe of - 


words. 
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words. I donbt thofe that I fee you arm’d withall are 
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provided to protect Cob-webs, ard to defend the idle — 
- dreams.and phantafms of Sophiffers.. But is not the 
~ World in afadcafe in themean time? Is it not very 
- ftrange that it fhould be fo much at leifure ? They 


know very well fure howto live and howto dye, or 
elfethey would find themfelves fomething elfe todo. 
It feems God hath not told them enough to employ 


them, and fothey invent words out of their own brain 
about which to fight eternally. Away for fhame with 
- this Vanity and Pride. Away with this conceitednefs 
which hath thus embroiled the whole Earth, and feeks 

to draw Heaven into the Contention too. [f you would 


have us joyn with you inany thing , it muft be in our 
prayers, that God would give men fuch a right fenfe of 
themfelves, that they may become humble and lowly 


- inheart. To this we will fay 4mex, both for our 
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felves and allothers. We will beggthis day and night 
that he would incline mens hearts to peace, by incli- 
ning themto yield_one to another. That he would 
Belk uponthem a foftand gentle difpofition of mind, 
‘That he would mollifie their hardnefs, and {fmoothe 
the rcughnefs and feverity of their {pirits. That all 


may be willing to quit ‘their particular defires fox, 


the General Gocd. That Self-denyal may have as 
great a place in all mens hearts as it hath in our Reli- 
gion. And that all whocall themfelves after the name 
of Chrift, may learn of their Matter, who was meck 


_and lewly in heart; who did not cry, neither was his 


voice heard inthe ftreet: who did not quench the 
{moaking Flax, nor break the bruifed Reed. Who did 
bear with the infirmities of thofe that followed him, 


and is now fuch an High Prieft as can have compaflion 


on the ignorant and them that are out of the way. Of 
3 fii 2 thefe 
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‘thefe things we can be infallibly affured, and if yo 


bave a mind to be as confident of other matters which 
we think either doubtfull or falfe; trouble not the 


_ World with it, and we will not trouble you nor envy. 


to youthe height of your illumination. - 


Carp. XX XY. 


A Difcourfe with fome Pilgrims that were going to Lo- 
retto, the Holy Land, or fuch like places. How much 
fuch perfons are abufed and cheated. The judgement of 
St. Gregory Nyflen of thefe Pilgrimages. The Privi- 
ledges which Rome boafts of above all other places. — 
And what a Market is there held continually for Par- 
dons. Of which a Leafe may be bought of any thou- 
Jand years, for afmall matter. a 


| AW) iene the two Champions ( for fo they efteemed 


themfelves) faw that there was no ground to 


be won of thefemen, they thought it beftto quitthe — % 


field, efpecially fince the night was coming ona pace 
to part them. They made therefore but a fhort return: 
to what had been objected to them , and then both 
fides expreffing all the kindnefs that might be towards 
each other, and promifing to live in Charity,they took 
their feveral courfes. And as for our two friends, they 
did but rid themfelves of this company, to make room — 
for a new.For having bequeathed their wearied bones 
to reftin fuch a bed asthey could get, betimes the _ 
next morning they met with a clufter of Pilgrims (as 
they called themfelves) ina very poor habit and much 
weathcr-beaten; who were got together under a tree, 


. relating their feveral Pilgrimages. which either they 


intended, 
Petea hs 
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intended, orhad already performed. To this compa- 
ny they were very defirous to joyn themfelvesa while; 
and it being admitted, they found one of them telling 
how holy a place Mount S#aé was which he was going 
to vifit with great devotion. And I, faid another thal] 
go your way 3. forthere is a Vowupon meto go and 
fee the Oak of Mamre under which Abraham enter- 
tainedthe Angels. But firft, faid a third, let us go 
to Ferufalem whither 1am bound, to fee the fandtified 
places which our Saviours feet have trod. The place 
‘where he made the Pater nofter, and where the Apo- 
ftles made the Creed. The Olive treealfo ftill ftand- 
ing hard by the houle of Azuas, to which Chrift was 
tyed when they brought him to be examined by him. 
For you mutt know, by the way, that Avzas being faft 
afleep when he was taken and they being loath to 
awake him, they got a cord and bound our Saviour to 
this tree left he thould flip away before the High 
Prieft arofe. But efpecially I intend to vifit the Holy 
Sepulchre, and to behold the place where he lay,which 
- Dhave heard is an action very meritorious. And TI, 
faida fourth, am ingaged to go to our Lady of Loretto 
to fee the very Chamber where fhe was born, and 
where fhe was educated by ‘Joachim her Father and 
Ann her Mother; and where the Angels came to her 
and fhe conceived our Lord. ThisI hope is as meri- 
torious ifnot more, as totravel to his grave (and be- 
fides it is a fhorter journey ) for [have heard one fay 
of this place as I believe you never heard any fay of 
the other, that the words of Jacobdo well befit it, 
This placeis dreadful it is no other then the Honfe of God, 
and the gate of Heaven, You {peak fohighly of thefe 
holy places,faida fifth,that I fhould have a great mind 
to accompany you to fome of them, were [ not now re- 
Tii3 turning 
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~ turning home from a Pilgrimage which I have made to — 


St. James of Compoftela, wherein I have {pent more 
time thenI could well {pare from my neceflary affairs. 


~ Othen faid the Father ( who had liftned attentively 
“all this while to them without {peaking a word ): you 


have brought home I prefume to your family one 
Feather at leaf{t of the Holy Cock or Hen which are. 
kept inacertain Church of an ancient City not far 


- from that place. I hope you will favour us with a 


fight of it, for hereis no air ftirring to blow it away 
if it fhould chance to fall; and this company Lbelieve 


would be glad if yow would blefs their lips witha kifs 


of it. I do not know well what you mean faid the 
man, forI never fo much as heard of any fuch thing. 


That is very ftrange replyed the Father, that they — | 


fiould either iuffer fo facred.a breed to perifh, or that | 


the fame of them fhould notcometoyourears. There 


is fcarce any Pélgriv who pafles that way who doth 
not goto fee them, and therefore I may well marvel — 
that you fhould hear no news of them: though Tfhall — 


fooner believe that; than that they fhould be fo care- Se | 
lefs as to let thofe Holy Chickins dye, whofegreat 


_ Grandfather and Grandmother were {fo miraculous an 


inftance of the Vertue of S. James of Compofiella! 1 
pray Sir faid another of them be pleafed to let us hear 
the {tory of thefe Sacred Creatures, for we are all I 


‘believe very ignorant ofit. 1 will tellit you then faid 


Lue, Marie 
neus de 
> Relig. 


hejuit as1 received it from a-perfon of no mean ac- 
count that lived in Sicz/y but was well acquainted with 
all thele Countreys. There was on a time acertain 
man, a great friend of God ( whofe name he was pleaf- 
edto conceal.) who undertook a Pilgrimage, together’ 
with his wife and fon to the Saint ferenamed, It was 


their fortune being in their journey thither to take up 


x | their: 


ee ae 
_ their Quarters one night in an old City not many 
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miles fromit, they being not able that day toreach as, _ 


far as Compoftella, Now in the houfe that entertained 
them you muft know there waga Maid not fo good as 
fhe was pretty;'who beholding the beauty of their fon 
fell inlove with him : and made fuch undecent expref- 


- fions ofit,that he was forced to be more uncivil to her 


then otherwife he fhould have been. This turned her 
love into.a great hatred,and- made her ftudy a revenge, 


~~ which fhetook inthis manner. There béing a little 


filver cup which they ufed in their Chamber, the neat- 
ly conveighed it into his Capouch,and when they were 
gone out of the City caufed them to be purfued by tne 
Alcade or Juftice of the place, and accufed them of 
theft, When the Father and:Mother had been fearch- 
ed and nothing was found they were fomething trou- 
bled at the moleftation which they had given them; 


 butas foon as ever they came to the fon, they happen- 


ned to feel it there, where they little expected to have 

found it 5 and fo carried them back again. The young 
man being brought before the Juftice could only de- 

ny thefact, but was no way able to purge himfelf, and 

therefore was condemned to be hang’d. On the Gal- 

lows themhis Father and Mother were fain to leave 

him, and as the ftory goes, there he hung by the neck 

till they had been at Compoffella, and performed all 

their vows tothe Sait. And his Mofher going to 

vifit the Gibbet at her return, and to {pend a few tears 

_at the place of execution, found him inthe very fame 
pofture wherein they left him. But fhe had not poured 

out many complaints, nor lookt upon him long with 

- hereyes full of tears, before he called out to her and 
faid ; Dear Mother, weep no more] befeech you for 
me, for lam not dead. as you imagine buralive 5 being 
, preferved 
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preferved by the Mother of God and the interceffien 
of St. James whom you went to honour, from fuffering _ 
_the death which myenemies intended'me. Go to the 
Judge therefore and make no longer ftay here:Let him 
know how it is, that I was accufed out of'meer malice, . 
unjuftly condemned , and thus miraculoufly faved by 
themthat protect the innocent and are grateful to their 
Worthippers. She did {o,without examining him any 
further about the matter: and the Judge was juft 
fate down to dinner when fhe came running in fay- — 
ing, Sir, I befeech you caufe my fon to be taken 
down and let him hang yonder no longer, for though 
I muft confefs that he is {till alive, yet it is by the 
power of God and his Saints. At which news — 
he {miling faid, Good woman be content ; thy Son is’ 
as much alive, as thefe two Birds; pointing to a Cock 
and Hen which were ready roafted upon the Table 
before him. He had no fooner faid the word, but ° 
they both leapt out of the difh and walkt about the 
Table, being as ready for a dinner as himfelf. And 
asfor the Cock, he’moreover clapped his wings and 
fell a Crowing for joy to find them unpinion’d, and 
to feel that he did not carry his gifern thereabouts | 
any longer. Which when the Judge beheld, he was 
the moft aftomifhed man that ever was feen, and could 
not of a good while recover himfelf to fpeak a word. 
But as foon as ever the paflion wasover, away he 
went without fo much as thinking of his dinner, and’ 
called the Prieft with the Principal men of the City, 
who all went together to the place where the Youth 
was hang’d 5. and found it to their no fmall wonder- 
ment, juft asthe good Woman had faid. Whereup- 
on he wascut down and reftored to his Parents; but 
the Cock and Hen as more Sacred things were carried 
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in much folemnity to the great Church; and there 


aCoop wasmade forthem, that they might be pre- 
ferved as a monument of the great power of God. 
Of what colour they were before, my Author faid, he 
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did not know’; but after their refurrection they were ~ 


of a pure white fnow-like colour. It is uncertain alfo 
what they did while the Judge was gone to the place 


~ of Execution, but afterward it is not to be doubted 


they lived very purely. For feven years being pre- 


_. fixed by God for the term of this new life which they 
had received , they leftno more then two Chickens 
_ behind them when they dyed nor had they ever 
any more iflue. Thefe two alfo lived juft the fame 


number of years, and hadthe like pofterity; and 
fo it hath ccntinued inthat order tothisday. Now 
all knowing men judge it no-lefsthen a Miracle, that 
the Cock fhould never tread the Hen above once in 


his life. And then that he begets juft two Eggs. And 


that one of thefe alwayes brings forth a Cock, and 


the other an Hen. And that atthe punctual time of 
-feven years end, which you know isa perfect number, 


they leave the World, and reft in peace. For though 
thereporter of this did not tell me what became of 
their bodies, yet you may be fure, that they never 
came upontheSpit more. And as for their Feathers, 
the mention of which occafioned the telling of this 
ftory, you muft know that they are preferved as an 
holy Relique , and all people that pafs to S. Fames 
through this-City, ufe to vifit this Church and ob- 
tain one of them. And here now is another won- 
der , that though there are innumerable perfons 
which pafs through it, yetthey never want feathers ; 
as he tells me who was atthe place, and himfelf wore 


_one of them continually about him. 
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OSir, faid he that had been at Compcfiela , how ti 
happy a manfhould I have thought my felf if it had - 
been my fortune to meet with you before I took this 
long journey. I had then been a great deal richer 
then Iam; and brought a treafure home with me 
which nowalas! Iwant. Icould be tempted if my 
occafions would yield to it to return back , if it were 
butto fee the faces of this chafte Pair, who never 
come together, but only to beget fuch another blef- 
fed couple asthemfelves. Who knows what vertue | 
it might infufe into ones mind? Or of what power fo 
holy a relique is againft all the affaults of the enemy > 
Well, 1 fhall never fee a roafted Pullet more, but I~ 
fhall figh at my lofs: And yet I believe I fhall fee_ 


~” one very often, for it isa difh Llove very well. But — 


I pray Sir, did you ever meet with any body that had 
one of thofe pretious Feathers >: 


The goodman was forely grieved to fee the fim- 


plicity and innocence of fuch perfons as they feemed — | 


to be fo eafily abufed; and therefore he thought 
good to undifguife himfelf and anfwered him in plain 
manner to this effect. Notruly, nor do I care one 
{traw whether Ieverdo or no. For though I have 
heard this Story very confidently related, yet I 
would be forry if you fhould think me focredulous 
as to receive it fora truth. NayI fhould hold m 
felf worthy to be Chronicled fora fool, fhould I va- 
lue one of thofe feathers any more, then fuch an one 
as a Fool wears In his Cap. . AndI cannot but won- 


_ der that men with fuch Reverend’ Beards as yours, 


fhould furrender your belief to fuch fottifh tales. 
You feem otherwile fagacious enough, and therefore 
whence isit that your heads are fraught with fuch 


fumes 
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, fumes that they cannot difcern the grofsnefs of thefe 

_ cheats? If you can {wallow a lye fo great as this; 

‘fare the ftory of Gargantua will not ftick with you, 
but go down eafily. © Who cutting upa miraculoufly 
‘great Colewort in his Garden, within the leaves of 
which fix Pilgrims like your felves lay afleep; eat it 


and them one morning for his Breakfaft in a Sallec.. 


Nay you will be able to digeft what follows, how that 
one of thefe got intean hollow tooth that was in his 
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Mouth, and fo faved himfelf. For wondring into. . 


___ what Gulph it was that he was faln, he tryed if it were 


poffible to feel any bottom 3; and at laft gave his 
tooth fuch a prick with the pike-end of his ftaff, that 
the Giant immediatly {pit himout. At leaft 1 may 
_ well think that if you had lived an Age or two agone, 
you would have gone to do your devotion to Thomas 
4 Becket; reverently kifling his Breeches, and laying 
your lipps with much affection to the Handkercheif 
wherewith he was wont to wipe his {notty Nole. Nay , 
be not offended I befeech you at theexpreffion, nor 


think that I {peak with too much rudenefs5 for they gyafn,cor. 
thought it none Ile affure you heretofore, to offer to /o. peregr, 
the peoples falutation, fuch an holy relique, as had *¢. rs 


the very prints and footfteps of the Snot {til remain- 
ing upon it. Dee | 


I cannot but be offended faid one of the company 
at thefe reflections of yours uponthe Story -you have 
toldus, and methinks you do very ill to laugh at 
fuch ferious things; which are alfo attefted by fo ma~ 
ny and fo good Authors, that if your heart was not 
very ftony and hard to entertain any thing; you 
could not but admit them for truth. If they were 
worthy ofa ferious confutation replyed the Father, I 

Kkk 2 fhould 
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~ fhould but render my felf ridiculous by laughing at _ 

them. But fiuce they appear to all unprejudiced men 

to be meer fopperies, it is [think our duty to imile at 

them. For the Holy Scripture it felf doth plainly mock 

at the folly and abfurdnels of fome mens opinionsand . 

vkine.1g, doingss You remember fure how Elijah flouted at. . 
ing.1o. 3 * - : . 

17. & Baal and his Worthippers, when he faid, perhaps their ~ 

yet God was a talking with fome body , and could not 

ean them both together; or he might not beat home 

and fo could give no anfwer; or elfe fo faft afleep 

( having eaten perhaps too much the night before of 

the Sacrifices which they brought him ) except they 

called ftill louder he would not awake. And fothe 

+ Kines lount of Olives is called by way of contempt, not 

x Ni 53, Har Ati{cheh the Mount of Unction, but Har Mafhehith, 

the Mount of Corruption. Andthe place which Fa- 

cob had called Bethel the houfe of God, is called by 

Hol.4.t5.the Prophet in fcorn by the name of Beth-avex the 

boule of-Iniquity. And thus a wife man hath long 

ago taught uswhom you reverence as wellas I, that _ 

Tertulady, Many things are thus to be refelled , left by our Seriouf- 

valent. nef they foould be at all honoured, They ought tobe 

laught out of countenance , left we do them.teo ~ 

much refpect by our grave handling ofthem. And yee 

. Dhave net done fo much, becaufe I think thefe things. 

are fo grofly ridiculous, that they laugh themfelves to 

{corn. I have only told the plain {tory of them, and 

that confutes it (elf fufficiently. To expole things 

of this nature tothe world is abundantly to difprove 

them. To bring them into view is to putthem to. 

fhame, and make them hide their face. To make 

mention of them, is enough to filence them. We 

need not be at the trouble to abufe them, for they. 

make Invectives againft themfelves, and carry their 
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own Satyrs in theirbofome. Notto fpeak of them is ~ 


_ the only Civility we can dothem. Itisneceflary to . 


fhut our eyes if you would not have us {mile at the 
folly which they revealto us. We do not firft {trip 
them andthen Jay the Jafh uponthem ; for as f{oonas 
they appear, they difcover their own nakednefs, and ° 
carry a whip at their own backs. But fuppofe any 
of them be more neatly contrived and cunningly 
painted the better to deceive; would you not have 
us pull offthe Mask or wafh off the paint, that we may 


_. fhew things intheir proper colours? That is.all-that 
‘we intend: and therefore be not angryat it. If we 
-fhould throw never fo much fale in your face, you 


would receive noharm, unlefs you be raw and ulce- 
rous. But I befeech you what are the Authors you 
{peak of, upon whofe credit we are to receive thefe 


’ things 5 are they not fuch as need fome body of more 
credit tobe their Vouchers ? Tocite the authority of 


fuch men, is as if you fhould bring thofe for your 


_ fureties ; for whofe honefty not only Certificates, but 
_ alfo pawnsand engagements of Bodies would be re- 


quired from other men that are better known then 


- themfelves.. Not only we, but fome that belicve as 


you do inother things, have the honefty- to accufe 
the fraud of the firft beginners of thefe {tories, and 
the folly of them that follow their Sotteries. © 
They do not ftick to fay that they arevery dull pec- | 
ple and fuch as never are wont to blow their Noles, 
who do not {mell the forgery of them that firft tuff 
their Sermons, and thentheir Writings with {uch like 
tales. Nay, in plain words they tell us, that all Hi- 
{tories within feven or eight hundred years laft pat, 


~are fo hydropically {wollen with lying Legends, thata 


man would think-the Authors of them had made it 
ht oi RA Meas their 
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their main ftrife, who fhould advance the greateft 
number. : 


relations of the dronifh Monksof tlole days. This fto- 
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Then, faid one of the Pilgrims, you do not believe 
Iwarrant,, the ftory of St. fohz the Evangelift ap- 
pearing to St. Edward the Confeffor in fuch an habit as _ 
you now fee us wear, and craving an Alms of him: 
who gave him his Ring off from his finger, knowing 
nothing but that he was a poor man that f{tood in 
need of a great Charity. Did not God do a great 
honour herein to Pilgrimages and the holy Reliques 
which they went to vifit? Indeed, faid the Father 
again, I have not faith enough to believe it; and I 


- wonder much how you came to know that St. Fobz 


went a begging tothat pious Prince. O, faid the 
other, that isa thing not hard to know, for asa cer- 
tain Abbot hath told us, St. Fohz himfelf revealed it to 
two Englifh men as they were going to vifit the Holy 
Sepulchre. Forthey being in danger to loofe them- 
felves in an unknown Countrey, were directed in their 
way by that blefled Apoftle. Who told them they 
fhould have a profperous Voyage, and that God and 
he would be propitious. to them for their good Kings 
fake; whom I loved ( faid he) very tenderly for 
the excellency of his Chaftity. Iam Fohz the Apoftle,’ 
and you fhall carry back this Ring to him which he 
gaveme fome dayesfince; and Jet him know that 
the day of his death approaches, and that fix moneths 
fhallnot pafs over his head, ere 1 put himinto the 
company of thofe Virgins which follow the Lamb 
wherefoever he goes. Truly, replyed the Father | 
with a {mile, fam no more fatisfied then I was before s 
and cannot poflibly refign up my belief to any fach 
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fame Abbot reports ; how that St. Edward one day 
faw Fefus Chrifé himfelf upon the Altar , ftretching 
forth his hand to blefs him with the fign of the Crofs, 
as he was worfhipping of the Hoft and adoring the 
Divine prefence there. Athing that wasnever talke 


of till he was dead as the Author of it acknowledges: 


and then it was pretended, that hehad given it in 
charge to the Earl that {aw this apparition with him, 
and conjured him moft facredly that he fhould fay no- 


_ thing of it while he lived. Which isas much as to - 


fay, that it fhould not be told while it could be con- 


-futed by that Good King, who would have made 


this lye to have ftuck in the Authors throat. 


_ I perceive, faid another of the Pilgrims, that you 
have obftinately bolted your heart againft all thefe 
pious Stories; but yet I hope you do not difallow of 
all Pilgrimages; nor think it unprofitable for the 
fouls health to go to Ferufalem to worfhip at the Se- 


-pulchre of our Lord. Totell you the truth,replyed he, 
all is aliketome. I donot imaginethere is any ho- 


linefs in that Land more then in any other 5 nor can 
Ihave anopinion of any Sanctity that I thall bring 
away with me if Ifhould gothither. And therefore 
itis far better to employ our {elves well at home , 


then totake fo long a journey to do that which may 


as well be done inany other place. That's ftrange, 


- anfwered the other, I fee now you matter not though 


you difbelieve the Scriptures themfelves, which give 


. us many examples of Holy Pilgrimages. As the Lame 


you know andthe blind went up to Fera/alew to be 
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ryfeems to me tobe juftas true asanother which the 


healed in the Pool of Bethefda.. Andthe Eunuch came y Rhem, 


tain 


out of Ethiopia to Worthip inthat City; and atcer- 
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tain times all the people of Ferufalem went up to their 
Feafis, which I havebeen told, were all fo many Pil- 
grimages. But howfoever that be, you may fee if you 
will that they are asold as Chrift himtelf, and were — 
' conceived as Wife men judge at the very fame time 
with him. For he went a Pilgrimage inthe Womb of - 
his Mother: to fee E/7zabeth in the Hill Countrey. And 


Pitf..3. after that he went from Nazareth in Galilee to Beth- 
-cap.2, de leben Judah when {he was near the time of her travel. 


peregi. 


And ashe honoured Pilgrimages thus in his Mothers 
belly, fo afterward when he hung on her breaft he 
travelled into Egypt, and after that returned into 


Fudea,and every year went up to the Temple of Feru- 
Jalen. , ; 


I have waited a great while, faid the Father, who 
here interrupted him, for fome word or other that 
fhou!d drop from yourmouth to the purpofe: but I 
have no hope’ to meet with it. Sure you have for- 
got what you were {peaking about’, and fome hely 


Feather or Toy hath taken you inthe head, which 


youdreamt you fhould find at laft in fome of thefe 
places. Doyouthink that we goa pilgrimage every 
time we take a journey , or goto the next Church, or - 
make a friend a Vifit, or are carried to the Bath in a 
Litter for our health? Or was there fomething- facred 
in 4uguftus his Officers, or any holy reliques in Egypt, 
which the Blefled Virgin, and our Saviour went to do 
fome adorationunto > Yes, faid the other, who was 
glad to catch hold of this Jaft word, there were the 
Bones of Jeremiah the Prophet to which perhaps 
they paid a refpect, for he lay buried in the Royal 
_ City and was alwayes ‘honoured by the Egyptians for 
the fingular benefits which they received from him. 
| . You 
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You are ignorant perhaps that the Crocodiles, and ma- 


- wy hurtfull Serpents were banifhed their coaft, by his 


interceffion; and that inthe dayes of our fore-fa- 
thers the faithfull were wont. to go to his Tomb 


_ and fay their prayers; and bringing away fome of. 


the: duft of that place , it was a. certain cure for 
thofe who were hurt by any venemous beaft. In- 
deed, replyed He, we are much indebted to the Au- 
thor of this Legend,who hath acquainted us with fome 
other things which the Holy-Writers forgot to tell us. 
Asthat the Prophet Jeremzah foretold to the Egyptians 
that all their Images fhould fall to the ground whena 
Virgin and her Son fhould come into that Land. Which 


A4t 


was thecaufe, faith he, thateveninthofe dayesthey — 


placed a Virgin in her Bed, and an Infant in a Manger, 


and gave adoration to them. Of which when thereafon 


was demanded by King Ptolomy (you mutt not enquire 


whichof them ) the Priefts anfwered that it was a 


__ Myfterie delivered by their Elders, which they receiv- 


_ed from the Holy Prophet. Perhaps then you think 


thatthe Blefled Virgin went to let her Son fee thefe 
fine Pictures of himfelf andher. Or that they took 


this Journey to provide themfelves witha Boxfull of 
that holy duft againft.a time of need. Sure ifthe Jews 


_ had but known any thing of that knack , it would 


have ferved them very much; and they would have 
maintain’d that he did many of his Miracles in the 


Vertue of their great Prophet. Was this the reafon 


think you that they faid ‘Jeremiah was rifen from the 
dead ? What do you think of us that you fhould ima- 
gineit poflible to captivate our belief to fuch lubberly 


_ lyesasthefe? Certainly you take us for very thick- 


fkull’d people; or elfe they arefo themfelves,who be- 
{towing theit time rather in gleaning what 1s {catered 
L11 up 
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~ with us. We will flye ifyou pleafe like fo many Eagles, 
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upand down in every place, than in weighing the au- 
thority of the men from whom they borrow their 
Notes; have filled their Books and the World with 
whole Cart-loads of thefe Chimerical Stories. 


Here the man having continued mute a while, at 
laft burft out into thefe words not without fome paf- 
fion, well, Iwill produce an unanfwerable place 5 
Where the Body is, there will the Eagles be gathered toge- 
ther. What fay you now > is this alfoto no purpofe ? 


muft we not all go thither where the body of our Sa- ; 


viour is? Alas! replyed the Father, what an igno- 
rance have I lived inever-finceI was born ? Isthe Bo- 
dy of Chrift then in the pofleflion of the Turks ? Have 
thofe Infidels got our Lord into their hands? Was that 
the endof the Holy War to redeem him from Cap- 
tivity, and refcue him out of the power of his enemies ? 
1 poor Soul verily believed all this while. that he had 
been in the Heavens, in the Jer#falem which is above : 


whither I and my Companion are travelling as faft as ~ 


wecan. Thither if you have a mind to go, come along 


We will runand not be weary, we will walk and not 
faint; we will {tretch our wings to their utmoft ex- 


tent and notbe tyred. Inthis Pilgrimage we are con-. 


tent tofpend our whole lives, but fhall think that we 
are. very much out of our way, fhould we enter with 
you upon any other, Here hegave thema fhort de- 
{cription of the manner of their life, and fhewed them 
how and where they fought for Fefvs. He difcourled of 
Humility, of Charity,and the reft ofthe Vertues which 


are {o eminent in our SavioursExample: The imita- . 


tion of whom, faid he, was ever held the higheft ho- 


nour and worfhip that could be given him. By this he _ 


=~ 


continues |. 
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continues ftillinthe World. He is every where to 
‘be feen in his faithful followers. They: bring his 1i- 
ving, walking Image into everyplace. They expole 
him to openview at home and abroad. They endea- 
vour to have their houfes, and their fhops in fuch good 
order , that you need not go to Jerufalem to find 
anholy place. They would fave men the labour of 
taking a long Pilgrimage to vifit the Shrines of the 
Saints. For they become fuch themfelves, and are the 
_beft reliques of them which the World affords. And 


- Jeft you fhould think, added he, thar we adhere too 
._~ much to our own opinions, and put too great a‘{leight 


upon the Pilgrimages in which you are ingaged, let me 


intreat you patiently to hear what a perfon of great 
authority with you {peaks of them, in an Age when 


~ they had but newly begun to gaina reputation among , 


Men. 


when he takes a fourney tothe place where our Lord was 
buried, But he himfelf, when he fpeaks of thofe that foal 
inherit the Kingdow of Heaven, doth not mention the 
Pilgrimages to jerufalem a a worthy undertaking. Nor 
when he pronounces his Beatitudes, doth he at all cou- 
mend this labeur and diligence. Why fhould any man 
therefore trouble himfelf about that which will not make 
hin Bleffed, nor difpofe him at all for his Celeftial Inhe- 
ritance £ And if there were no dangers (as there are 
too many )- of being defiled and corrupted in the paffage 
thither by fundry vices, yet what foal aman be the bet- 
ter when he arrives in fafety there?. Is our Lord to be 
found there, morethanin the place where at prefent we 
are? Or is there a greater meafure of the Holy Spirit 
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A man may think perhaps, faith St. Gregory Nyffex, Oran. ol 
that he doth athing of great note, and much to be valued, 7 esv~ 
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at Jerufalem ‘ which will not. vouchfafe to come hi- 


ther 2 Muft we go fo far to fetch its comforts, and will — 


it not be intreated to impart them nearer at hand 2 


- Truly E nmft needs fay that I fee\jore devotion , wore 


piety, more of alt divine Vertues in this very place, than 
there is tobe found. I my felf went thither once upon - 
my occafions , yet I did not feel myfelf a whit the wi- 
fer, or the better by it. What I believed then, 
believed before 3 what I did there, I could do be- 
fore I went thither , and I reaped no greater bene- 
fit by wy Journey, than to find that the places where 
we live‘are. more holy, than thofe that we fo much ad- 


mire, You therefore that fear God, praife him there fe 
where you have your prefent abode, and trouble mot — 


your felves to feck any other place wherein to do bine 
honour. The change of place will never bring younear- © 
er to him. But be you where you will, there God 

will be too, if your fouls be fitto give him lodging, and 


receive fo holy aGuefi. If you have your inward man .- 


full of perverfe and evil thoughts, though you were in i 
Golgotha, though you ftood upon Mount Olivet, though — 
you lay evenunder the Monument of the Refurretion s 
you areas far frou entertaining Chrift as the Stones that 

inclofed him, F advife therefore all the Brethren, that 
they travel out of the Body tothe Lord; and not go out of 
Cappadocia to Paleftine. | cia’ 


And in another place writing to certain devout 
perfons , he tells them that there is nothing more 


~ pleafant than to converfe with pious Souls, and to be- 


hold what things the Grace of our Lord hath done 
for them. Itis x0 les, faith he, than a Feftival, and 
prefents us with fuch goodly fpectacles, that one cannot 
but think he fees in an heart full of God, both Beth- 
ae lehem, 
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q lehem, and Golgotha, and the Atount of Olives, and | 
the place of the Refurrection. Shew me amanin whom 
1 : Chrift is formed by a good Confcience, who by the fear 
FS of God is nailed to theCrof. Who hath rolled away the 
; burdenfome Stone of Worldly vanity , and being got out 
of the Tomb of bis Body, walks in newnef of life. Who 
a leaving the low and creeping life of the World in which 
» he was buried, afcends by the force of lofty defires to the 
Celeftial. Converfation. Who Jetting his affections on 
things above, is not weighed down by the weight of his 
~—s Body , but made fo light and atherial by-a purer life, 
that his flefh becomes like a bright cloud which is willing 
to mount up with bine to the things on high. This perfor 
in my judgement deferves to be numbred among thofe fo 
auch celebrated things, in which we may plainly fee Se 
Monuments of the kindnefs of our Lord towards ws. 
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+ ‘Thus that great Man delivers his opinion to us, and 
| we cannot but readily yield him our aflent. Thefe 
are the Holy Places which we defire to behold. A man‘ 
dying unto fin, prefents us with the faireft fight of 
_ Chrifts Sepulchre. It fets us upon Mount O/vet 
' when we meet with a Soul of a Coeleftial-Converfa- 
tion. And I thank our Lord very much that I fee 
-fuch manifeft marks and footlteps of thefe.things in. 
_ this my friend, inwhom the burying, the rifing again, 
and the afcention of Chrift ismoft lively pictured be- 
fore mine eyes. As for thofe ‘places in Palefiine where: 
you are going to adore, if they were fo little worth 
_in thofe dayes, 1 think their price is more faln now: 
and if they that lived nearer to them. thought good 
to ftay athome, it will bea filly. piece of fuperftition. 

in us totravel fo far in devotion to them. 
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It is very true, faid one of the company, I am con- 
vinced by what this perfon. hath =difcourfed that we 
necd not goto Ferufalem, There isa piace nearer at 


hand. of greater San@tity and richer in all Spiritual _ 


‘treafures, and that isRome. Thereas I have been in- 


- formed you may fee feveral Pilgrims (and intime may ° 


Fifcus Pa- 
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have that honour your felf ) who dine every day inthe 
prefence of the Vicar of Chrift, and that of meat from 
his own Table,and bleffed by his own moft holy hands. 
This methinks is a great deal better then to kils a cold 
{ftone, or to takea mouth full of air on the top ofa 
Mountain. And befides this whichis the leaft part of 


their entertainment, there is more excellent provifion , 


made for theirSouls; the Church of St. Johy Lateran 
affording no lefs then forty eight years of pardon every 
day in the year, together with the pardon of the third 
part of alla mans fins. Andif you would have fome 
other kind of food for your fouls which is more vifible, 
there is in that Church to be beheld among other re-. 
liques,fome of the fragments of the five barly loavsand 
the two fifhes wherewith Chrift fed five thoufand men. 
Some poor body I {uppofe on whom they might be be- 
{tow'd after dinner brought them thither, being fatif- 
fied by the meerfight ofthem, and hoping that others 


might be fo in after times. But the more probable 


opinion is ( fince the poor and rich were admitted to 


that feaft)) that the fragments falling tothe fhare of 


thofe that waited atthe Table, and there being juft 


twelve Baskets full inalls each of the twelve Apo- 
{tles had one for his portion 5 and that St. Peter faved 
his that he might bring it to Rowe of which he fore- 
{iw that he fhould be made Bifhop. But to return to 
what | began to fay concerning the pardon of fin 


which I fuppofe you all moft earneftly defire. The : 


liberal 
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Tiberal grant already mentioned is buta mite to thofe 
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vaft treafures which two Popes indowed that Chuich 
withall, who gave thereto fo many Indulgences as none 
can number fave Ged alone.’ So my Author tells me, 
and if you doubt of it Pope Bowiface witnelles to the 
truth of it in thefe words; If men, faith he, did but 


‘know the Indulgences belonging to the Church of . 


St. Johz and how many they were, they would never 
go. fo far beyond the Sea as to the Holy Sepulchre in 
Jerufalem, but would rather {pare fo great a labour. 


aes 


For grant that they are abfolved there both from the | 


guilt and alfo from the punifhment of their fins, thisis * 


“no more then they have nearer at hand in the Church 


of St. Jobe. And doyou not think itis ‘a good bargain 
for a manto forfake totally his riches and lands and 
fuch like things, that he may purchafe fuch anincre- 
dible mafs of Spiritual and Divine riches ? And yet you 
need not do fo much 3 it is but going thither and Jeav- 
ing your goods for a time, and then befides all-thefe 
bleflings, you fhall come loadned home with a great 
deal more pretious commodities, fuch as Agus Dei’s, 


Holy Pictures, Blefled Bread, Santtified Wood, anda 
_ great many other..invaluable Jewels. . 


_ Tothis difcourfe when one liftned very devoutly 
and afkt him if a man might have all this Wealth at no 
greater charges but only going for it; He was alittle 
ataftand.. Andtold him that his words were not fo 


- to be-interpreted: as if he might go fetch fuch great 


bleffings and carry no money with him; for there is 


-nothing to be had at Rome unlefs you buy it. It is not 


tobe expected that they fhould make Holy things fo 
cheapas to give them away for afking. Itnever was 
fo fincethere were Pilgrimages: But the good men 


that. 
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. that ‘undertook them carried their purfes fullof mo-— 
ney, and exchanged it for holy Crofles, blefled Grains 
and fuch like things as fnow mentioned. For elfe how” 
could it bethat one Monaftery in Helvetza fhould be 
inriched fo much by the offerings of Pilgrims who 
came thither, that it was able totake away the Tiles - 
_ that covered it and inftead thereof to lay on plate: 
Gold and Silver? But I hope then, replyed the other, 
that I fhall find allthat true which you have faid and 
‘.-- obtainfomany pardons as you promife,which indeed I 
am willing to purchafe at any rate. O Sir, faidHe - 
again, you need not doubt at all of it. I havetold you 
nothing yet of the Holinefs of that place and the beau- 
ty ofthe Church, Which is not fo much the Miftrefs ~ 
of the World, as the Mother of the Faithful, the moft 
indulgent Mother that ever was. There is none can 
tell the vaftnefs of her Exchequer,and the liberal fums 
which iffue out thence unto her children ¢: in com- 
pare with which all that fhe receives from them is not 
worth the naming. Ina little Chappel ofthat Church 
of St. Fohz forementioned, there is remiffion for all 
fins tobe had every day. Andnot far from it, there is 
a place of that holinefs that you may have no lefs then 
three and thirty thoufand years of pardon, for once — 
going up a pair of ftairs. Isit poffible faid the other ? 
Sure this is either not believed, or not known, for 
otherwife all the World would go thither tobe de- 
livered from their fins, There is none I aflureyou re- ~ 
plyed he, but Hereticks who queftion the truth of it, 
andi cannot tell why men are fo negligent of their 
_. Salvation as not to flock more then they do to that 
Holy City. The thing is plain enough, or was fo-not’ 
~ longago (and Idoubt not of the careofthe Church 
to preferve things of fuch value .) for there is an afcent 
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of three and thirty fteps, and how oft foever any man 
devoutly goes up to the top ofit,for every ftep he hath 
a thoufand yearsof pardon. And wonder not at the: 
thing, for thefe fteps you muft know were brought — 
from Jerxfalem, and are the very fame which Chrift 
afcended when he went up before Portiws Pilate to be 
,.uged byhim. Thewomen indeed may take it ill’ 
that they are not fuffered to come into this Chappel 
Cit being called the Holy of Holies;) and to fay the 
truth I was much grieved for them when I firft heard 
this becaufe I know that they have Souls as well as we, 
and Sinstoo. But afterward having more diligently 
fearched intothe matter I found that they will be no 
great lofers by being fhut out of this very Sacred 
place. For though I do not know where they can get 
- {fo many years of pardon at once,yet it is provided that 
they may have enough; and left they fhould mur- 
mur, I cantell them this for their comfort, that they 
may. obtain them without the labour of going up a 
pair of ftairs. For let but any Pilgrim of either fex, 
-and at anytime of the year go to vifit the Church of 
St.Paul and there aré granted to all and every of them 1). ¢zp,s. 
by three gracious Popes no lefs then nine thoufand 
yearsofPardon. But if any one be fo great a finner 
that he thinks all this is not fufficient, he -may know _ 
that there are inthe Church of St. Peter fo many In- 
dulgences that they are paftnumbring. And yet in 
the Hely time of Lent, how many foever they be, they cap. 4. 
are all doubled. I {uppofe that you will think it need- 
lefsto have any: more then all thefe, but if you are 
afraid, and would be {till furnifhed with fome additi- 
onal Indulgences; it is but going to the Church cf 
St. AZary of the Peopte,and-tothole of St. Vitus, Afode- cap, v4. 
ftws, and athouland A/artyrs, and there you may have 
Mmm . a great — 
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a great many thoufand years of pardon more forevery 
day, and befides as many foortieth parts if you think — 
them of any worth, after fo large a ftock which fure 
you will never be able to fpend. 


Perhaps, faid the Father, it was intended that he - 
{hould lend fome to his poor neighbours if he have no. ~ 
ule of all thistreafure himfelf, for fomeof them may ~ 
not be able to gothither. And therefore inmy mind 
(if all this be true) a man ought not torefufe the leaft 
bit of the Charity of the Church, but gotoall thefe 
places and bring away as many Ages of Pardonas ever 
hecan ; that fo he may be charitable unto others. No 
~ fuch matter, anfwered the other, they will do no good 
to thofe that do not goto fetch them; being the re- 
ward of the labour and pains that a man takes in a te- 
dious Pilgrimage. But then, faid he again, me-thinks 
the Church fhould befo charitable as to fend greater 
ftorethen it doth of thefe bleflings to them that are 
not able totakea journey for them. And it hath made 
me wonder very much that Rome fhould be fo holy a 
place, and that a pair of ftairs there fhould be of fo 
great vertue, as to procure greater favours then the. 
blood of Fefas Chrift himfelfin any other Countrey.For - 
I have read that a little glafs full of it was procured 
| from the Patriarch of eru/alemw and the Matter of the 
_ Math. Pa- Templars and fent to Henry the third King of England, 
re _and by him carried in great devotion on his bare feet 
“Ay. 4247.and in a beggars habit fromthe Church of St. Paw! to 
autxis% that of St. Peters at Weftminfler: and yet there were 
but fix years of pardon and an hundred and fixteen 
(orat the moft forty _) dayes, granted to thofe that 
fhould come to worfhip that holy Relique. Doth ic — 
not feem to you very unreafonable thatthe fteps on 


which * 
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~~ which he trod fhould exceed fo muchin efficacy the 


blood which he fhed ? Is therenota vaft difproporti- 


~-_ on between three and thirty thoufand years of pardon 


which the former procures, and fix poor years which 
the later beftows ? How comes it to pafs that the Pope 
would do no greater honour to his blood, efpecially 


__ fince they paid fo dearly for it? For you muft know. 
~ that it was fent to comfort the people of England after 


he had miferably opprefled them, by levying huge 
fums of money and excommunicating all that refufed 


' to pay them. It feemsto measifthe Blood of Chrift it 
~ felf could do little or nothing unlefs it be at Rowe. And 


yet that is not the bufinefs neither, for {maller things 
can do greater matters when the Pope pleafeth. It is 
not many years agone,-fince Clement 8. fent fome bags 
full of little Croflesand blefledGrainsto be diftributed 
among the people of Fravce , aceompanied with this 


Indulgence 5. that whofoever hadfome ofthefe grains | 


in his Beads,fhould obtain an hundred years of pardon 
for every kifs that he fhould at any time beftow upon 
them. Here was a liberal grantindeed. You fee what 
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your holy Father can do if he lift by little trifles of his | 


own making. And therefore all that I am able to con- 
clude is only this, that nothing can work any more 
then the Pope will let it, nonot the blood of Jefus 
Chrift. And that he was more ftern in thofe dayes 
when the Ezglifh were enflaved to him; and now he 
‘is grown better natur’d, and ftudies by his kindnefs to 
oblige his fubjects ; leaft they fhould all thake off the 
yoke he layes upon them. Orif you had rather fo 
conceive it, there is nothing that he can part withall 


unlefs you payor it: only now and then he affords: 


you a better pennyworth and lets you have more for 


your money then at other times,that he may gain your 
Mmm 2 cuftome 
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him to ufe you as he pleafes. And truly he ufed our 
forefathers fo hardly,that I wonder they continued his 
chapmen folong. He put fuchbafe commodities, fuch 
counterfeit ware into their hands thatI cannot tell 
what fhould keep them from difcoveringthecheat. [ . 
am afhamed when I think what fools he made of them: - 
and how he ufed them like little infants , impofing 
what he thought good upon their belief. It makes 
me blufh to refle& on all the toyes wherewith: he 


- gull’d them of their money. He feems to have had — 


them in fuch fervitude that he had fearce left them any 


~ Souls of their own, but rifled them of all their reafon. 


For wasit not.a f{trange fottifhnefs to believe that he 
had bottled up the blood of Chrift, which we know 


was carried intothe Heavens with Him,that He might 


appear therewith before God for us and perfect our 
explation ? And yet there were a thoufand of thefe 
talesthat pafled for curranttruth. Nay a Frier of 
Gaunt was wont: to fay that thefe godly fraudsand 
cofenages were the Milk which St. Paul gave to Babes, 


_as being unable to digeft the harder meat. Since He 


intended therefore to keep the World alwayes in its - 
{wadling clouts, thofe Nurfes to whom he committed © 

his children fed them with little elfe but this Milk. OF — 
which their Bottles were fo full, that it was held by 
wife men as good an argument to fay, He isa Frier, 
therefore he isa Lyer; as to fay, This is White, there- 
fore it hath acolour. It would be only to deflowre 
the time, or elle I could give you a large catalogue of 
their forgeries. And if this lictle that hath been faid 
will not ferveto open your eyes to feethe fraud, you 


may go on to trafhique with Rome as thofe before you 


haye done. Butif it vend fuch Merchandife.as this 
me 
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me thinks you fhould judge it no more to your profie 
_ togo thither then into Turky 5 and thatCity fhould 
be as little in your thoughts as the earthly Ferz- 
falen, Soh Gy | 
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How the Pilgrim had a fair fight of the heavenly Jerula-. 
lem: aud what infued thereupon. How eafte it is by 


a true and palfionate Friendfhip to learn the greateft 
LovetoGod. And that he i to be. findied and ad- 
mived in all bis Creatures, as well as in his Son 
Chrift. 
HE young man was glad to hear him {peak 
| thefe words becaufe they lookt like a conclufi- 
on. And therefore pulling him by the fleeve,he pray’d 
him not to wait for their anfwer, but leave them to 
mufe of what he had reprefented fo plainly to their 
minds. AndI with faid he (turning towards them ) 
that if you regard not his difcourfe, there was fome 
fuch perfon here as St. Gregory to whom you beara re- 
verence, that he might tell you what he thought of 
your intended Pilgrimages to Rome, Loretto, and fuch 
like places. No doubt he would inveigh more fharp- 
ly againft them, then thofe int Paleffine. Think 
J befeech you upon his words, and if you be not pleaf- 
ed to goalong with us; yet forbear at leaft thefe need- 
lefs though expenfive journeyes, and referve your mo- 
ney for fome ufes that will curn to a better account. 
And fo having civilly taken their leaves of each other, 
He and his Guide held on their way to that Holy place 
where Jefws himfelf now refides. Several things they 
Mmm 3 : difcourled 
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difcourfed of, and many good things they did as they __ 
went along ; till atlaft having gained the top of an 
high hill( which without fome difficulty could not be 
climbed ) they met witha knot of more excellent per- 
fons,who recompenfed for the tedioufnefs of that com- 


pany into which they had lately faln. The Spectacle — . 


which prefented it fetf was no lefs wonderful then it 
was new. Fortherethey beheld faundry Pélgrims like 
themfelves who had placed their bodies, though in 
feveral poftures, as ifthey never meant to ftir from that 
place; unlefs it was to be carried directly up to Hea- 
ven. Some of them were faln upon their knees; and 
with their hands upon their breafts , their eyes eleva- 


ted toward the skies, and a very{miling countenance, _ 
they feemed not fo much to afk as to poflefs fomething — 


that they dearly loved , and for which they rendred 


_ thanks to God. Othersof them ftood gazing upon ~ | 


their tip-toes; with their mouths open and their eyes 
fo fixed, as if their Souls were gone half way out of 
their bodies to fetch in fomething which they hungred 
toreceive. And others alfo ftretched out their arms 


to fucha length, as if either they faw that thing com-. = 


ing to them; or elfe they thought them to be wings 
whereby they could fly to that which they lookt fo 
gredily upon. For this they obferved after acareful | 


- view of them, that every one directed his eyes the 


fame way ; as if they waited for the very fame good to 
defcend. into. their embraces. And therefore thefe 
two perfons being not fo much ftartled as ravifhed at 
this {trange fight, thought it was beft for them to do 
fo too and to try if they could make any difcovery of 
that whichatracted allthefe eyes and hearts unto it, 
And they had not done fo very long, but by the advan- 
tage of this Mountain, and the clearnefs of theair, ape 

; the 
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the fteadinefs of their eyes, and the quiet and filence 
wherein they all were. they had a very fair profpect 
of the Heavenly Fernfale. 


Now ( you may be fure ) our Pilgrims heart skipe 
for joy; and he began to blefsthe happy day which 
brought him hither, vowing that it fhould be markt in’ 
his Calender for an Holy-day as long as he lived. For 
he wasnot only aflured hereby that there was fucha 
place, but he difcovered fomething of the felicities of 
its; which here met him with a delicious entertain- 
ment. It didnot feem to be fituate in a Region like 
to any that he had as yet beheld; but inone fo clear 
and pure that the {ky 1s but a {moky vapour in com- 
pare withit. There was no cloud that durft be fo 
bold as to come within fight of it; nor was there any 
darknefs that could approach to fully-its beauty. But 
as there was a perpetual ferenity about it, fo an ever- 
lafting day was one of the principal ornaments of it. 
The rayes of the Sun he perceived never hid them- 
 felves from it ; if he judged aright when by the glitter- 
‘ing of the place he thought it all guilded with his 
_ beams. But fometimes he conceited that the City was 
‘all buile of fuch pretious ftones 5 that they fupplyed 

the place of theSun, by thofe {treams of light which 
iffued forth from every one of them. Nay the very 
- garments of the Inhabitants ( which he could difcern 
a little ) were fo gliftering thatthey feemed able of 
themfelves to create a continual day to thofe that 
wore them. He beheld alfo fome winged people,(for 
fuch are they that dwell there ). come flying from.one 
of the gates of the City very fpeedily towards him 5 
who told him that they accompanied him in his journey 


though he did not feethem: and that they had been 
at 


ABS, 


at Jerufalew to carry news of his travels thither, and to 


 yelate the conftancy and refolvednefs of his mind in 


this purpofe : and that they were fent back again not 
only to wait upon him, but to. let him know that the 
Lord of the place did wait very paffionately for his 


arrival, and would be exceeding gladin fafety to re-. 


ceive him. 
\ 


Into what an ecftafie he was caft by this relation, 
e{pecially when he heard a little whifpering noife ( for — 


it wasno-more) of the Mufick and the melodious Airs 
which thofe Chorifters of Heaven. make 5 it is altoge- 


ther needlefs to tell you. HisSoul wasalmoftallured — 
out of his body by thisfight ; and was held in by fo 


very {mall a thred, that two or three fharp thoughits 
more of that happy place, would have cut intwo that 
{lendertye.. He verily thought that this was Pifgah, 
and that he was goneupto dyethere. -And when he 


-faw that he muft ftill live yet he could not but fay to _ 
his Guide, Let us build’ us a Tabernacle or two in this — 


place ; for it is good to behere, until thofe winged 


Minifters fhall be at leifure to come and fetch us away 


toHeaven. Surely, faid he, it cannot belong before 
they do us that favour. Let us fit ftilla while and fee 
ifour longing fouls in the ‘pofture wherein they have 
been, cannot invite them to give us fatisfaction and 


tranfportus thither. But his Director (to whom he. 
ever ufed to hearken -) told him that this was a thing 


which aman might ratherfancy thendefire. For it 
could not be permitted that they fhould fit alwayes 


- gazing there 5 neither was there any hopes of arriving 


at the defired place, unleis by their own diligence in 


fuch things as God would have thememployed, they 


(0) it. 


{till indeavoured to creep nearer and nearer unt 
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With that thesyoung fans eyes began to fall a 
little from thofe lofty places whereon they had been 
_fixed 5 and to caft them{elves upon the ground which 
Jay below under his feet, in which he was at prefent 
tomakehis abode. But he did not lofe his pleafure 
by taking his eyes off from Jerufalem; for the rode 
which lay thither appeared now fo plain, fo fair and 
fmooth, fo free from bryers and thorns, and all that 
had molefted and galled him before, that it proved 
the beginning of Heaventohim. The Earth the faw 
was every where loadned withfo much Plenty; that 
nothing troubled him but only: that he could not fee 
_ Travellers enough to gather it. Onevery fide of him 
there were fo many beautiful flowers; that he could 


. fcarce tell whofe invitation to accept; when they feem- 


edtodefite to be pluckt by his hands. The very ftones 
had Joftthe hardnefs.and roughnefs of their natures 
and did foften and fmooth themfelves when the feet 


_ of Pilgrims came to opprefsthem. And all the way 


likewife was fo quiet and ftill, that if'a leaf wagged, it 


was bythe {weet breath of thofe Muficians which fate 


among the Branches. One could not {peak fo much 
asa word, but an Eccho'from the Vault of Heaven 
would repeat it; as if the hada great defire to learn, 
or was much in Jove with thatlanguage, Yea all the 
Mountains which they were {till toclimb, feemed of 
fo eafie afcent 5 that ,they differed ‘nothing from 
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And me-thinks, added ‘he, it fhould be fufficient .to 
_ content you that the re{t of your way carries the face 
ef fuch pleafure, and promifes fo much eafe and faci- 
_ lity to you in your paflage ; as you will difcern if it 
pleafe you but a little to turn your eyes from your 
Journéys end, to behold the path that leads you to ir. 
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the plain ground. And the very Trees which grew 
upon them were 0 ftraight and tall 5 that they feemed 


to lift up themf€lves above the clouds to beg the Hea- 


venly Bodies, that they would fend their pure and un- 


‘ ftained influences on them before they’ had loft any 


thing of their innocence, and were defiled by their. 
paflage thorow our unwholefome Air to the bofome 
of the Earth. Many a Mile one might pafs thorow 
a Forreft of nothing but Myrtles and Lawrels 5 under 
the fhade of which a Traveller might fweetly repofe 
himfelf, and dream that he faw the Crowns and Gar- 
lands which were wreathing for him in Jerufalem, Eve- 
ry Wood alfo (of which fome Stages wholly confifted ) _ 
appeared like a goodly Orchard 3 where an infinite 
Variety of lovely. fruit faluted them that pafled 
thorow it. And though the courteous Apples, with 
all the reft, feemed to bow themfelves to kifs the Pil- _ 
grims hands; yet by their fragrancy one would judge 


_ that they were not ofa meer terreftrial growth; but fed 


by fome irivifible roots above, from which they deri- 
ved the refined nourifhment of coeleftial Juices. From 
the furplufage of whichalfo it was ( as one would bé 
tempted to think _)that the Balm and all other Aroma- 
tick Liquors dropped 5 which had no other ufe in’ 
that place but to anoint the heads of them whom 
thofe Trees overfhadowed. In fhort, this way that he 
had nowto pals, was called by {ome Poetical fancies 
the Laughter and Smile of Nature 5 by othersa Mo- 
nopoly of Pleafure 5 by others a World of Sweets that 
live in fair community together,. neither envying nor 
contemning one the other , but contributing every 
one to the beauty and delight of thewhole. Butnone 


of thefe names gave him any fatisfaCtion, nor could it 


pleafe him to hcar itcalled any thing elles; than the 
Entrance 
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Entrance of the Paradife above. And indeed when he 
came to talte of the fruit, he could not but conclude 


that he eat of the Tree of Life ix the midft of the Garden 
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of Gods and when he felt thofe diftillations on his” 


_ head; he could think of nothing ele but the Uxéi- 

on from above. Al\-the things in this defcription were 
but fo many Pictures whereby his fancy reprefented 
to him the happinefs of that life which hereafter he 


hoped to lead 5 wherein he thought to find every . 


thing to his defire. The difficulties of his Journey 
feemed now to be overcome; and every ftep he faw 
would bring himtoa new pleafure. There was no- 
thing tobe done, but what promiled to gratifie him 
with repeated joyes, and to reward his labours with 
abundance of content in the doing of it. And there 
was nothing to be fuflered which threatned any harm ; 


but feemed to have loft its prickles andthorns, and to. 


court men into its embraces. Now hethought he 
fhould be fo happy as to live more above , and holda 
con{tant communication with Heaven. He expected 
to furmount the clouds wherein he had been wrapped, 
and to live in a purer light, and enjoy a greater fere- 
- nityof mind, Now he hoped-to pafs his time in fub- 
limer Meditations; in a fteadier Faith,in a more ardent 
Love ; in more comfortable Expectations 5 in quicker 
tafts of the good things to come 5 and fo in more per- 
fet Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoft. ‘In fhort, 
he difcovered on all fides both prefent fatisfaCtions, 
and future hopes; with larger Affurances alfo that 
they would not make him afhamed. 


Being thus then fpurred by the admonitions of his 
Friend, and the invitations of the Way, on he went 
again '( together with the happy Companion of his 
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Travels) fometimes cafting his eye upon Ferufalem,and 


~ fometimes upon his Way, which now became more ea- 
‘fieand more delighful to him than ever before. But 


having defcended a little from the head of thatlofty. 


Hill where they had ftayed thus long 3 the young Pil- 
grim obferved that he had loft that fair fight of Ferz-. 
falem which he fo much admired. At which he -began 
to be furprifed with alittle quiveringand coldnefs in 
his Body 5 till his Old Comforter.told him that this 
ought to be the caufé of no troublefome thoughts. For 
the whole way (faid he) to that place confiftsmuch of - 
Hillsand Dales ; and as now you are going down from — 
the heights wherein you have been , fo fhall youad- — 
vance-again indue time, and be prefented not only — 
witha frefh, but witha fairer fight of it. Hetold him — 
alfo how impoflible it. was for any Traveller to remain 
long upon thofe Mountains, where the Air is fo quick 
and piercing that it would make them quit their earth- 
Jy Manftons... And withall he difcourfed of the advan- 
tage of thofe Vallies,and fhewed him the Silver Brooks 
full of the Waters of Life which ran inthofe humble ~ 
places: together with all the pretty flowerswhere- 
with the verdant banks of thofe {treams were crowned, ~ 
Tn fine he reprefented to him that they were fo far from 
defcending now into any difmall fhades; that they 
were but going to eafe their minds with.a little varie- 


. ty in thefe cool levels, which were almoft {pent and ex- 


haled by fo long a fight of Jera/alem in thofe fuperiour 
Regions.. Not omitting alfo tolet him know that it 
was not fo impoffible as he imagined to meet with 
fomething of it, in thofe low Meadows into which 
they. were now entring 5 which {pread fo‘goodly a 
Carpet for their feet to tread upon, that-the Hill 
which they had left feemed te bow its Head to look. 


upon. 
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upon the richneG of it : And thereupon he thewed hiay 


how thofe Chryftal Waters, which he heard murmu- 
ring, and inviting his thirft ro quench it felf in-their 
{treams, came down froma Spring onthe brow of that 
~ Mountain where they had lately been. “And can you 
believe, faid he, that-any thing‘can flow from thence 
which brings no tydings with it from Ferufalem ¢ Taft 
and fee if their rellifh be not fuch.as tells you from 
whence they come, and makes this place happy which 
‘flows with fuch contentment. Believe not me but your 
felf Cif it be not too much for you to ftoop down 


cand drink ) that thefe Vallies are watred from above, 


and .receive at) fecond hand what the more rifing 
ground at the firft enjoyes. ite 12 


= The Young man heard him very obediently and 
foonfatisfied himfelf in the truth of what he faid; by 


tating of the Waters, which had a ftrong tincture of . 


Jerufalen. For the Rayes that comefrom it and beat 
continually upon that afpiring Hill, had indued the 
whole body of it with fome of their Vertue, which 
_ might conftantly be communicated to the neighbour- 
_ ing, though lower places. He was immediately in- 


{pired (I mean) with a great heat of Divine Love, in. 


which he found not alittle of Heaven. He faw that 
- Meditation, Prayer, and fuch like holy imployments 


do but difpofe the will to atts of Charity, and-doing | 


good to all,~according asGod hathdonetous. The 
clearer fight he perceived that any one hath of the 
Glory tocome,the more powerfully is his heart touch- 
. ed witha fervent defire and endeavour to be thus im- 
. ployed. This isthe natural iffue of a right: belief of 
what Chrift bath promifed. There is nothing fo na- 
turally flows from it when raifed to its higheft pitch, as 


Non.2 am: 


ise 
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and eaGnefs and pleafure in doing good: than which 


er 
ne 
' ~~ 


nothing can come nearer to the life of them that . 


dwell above. He faw now that Jerujalem might be 
found in the houfes of the fick, inHofpitals, and the 


‘meaneft places where Humility and Charity can find 


themfelves any work. If he met witha poor Stranger ~ 


that moved his compaffion, it was as if he had met 
withan Angel. If any differences came inhis way 
which he could compofe, it was as if Fefws had fpoken 
peace unto him. When the Orphans and Widows 


gave him their Blefling, it was as ifhe had received © 


one from Heaven. And all this gave him the greater 
fatisfation, becaufe he was afraid he fhould have met 
with it no where elfe, fave only on fuch Mountains 
as they had newly left. | 


But yet I muft not forget to tell you that there 


- -wasnone for whom he felt fucha particular kindnefs, 


asthis perfon who had fo charitably conducted him 
and made every condition fo pleafing to him. He had 


no fooner drunk off one Cup of the waters named,and - 


himfelfall over in aflame of love tohim. Whatfo- 


beganfome actions of Charity toothers, but he felt — 


ever he did, the end of it ftill was to think how much | 


. he was beholden to his love which had dire@ed him 


to this moft happy life of doing good. One would 
have thought by the effects that it had been fuch a 
potion as they call a Phi/trum which hath a power its 
faid to fafcinate Souls ; and drawthem by a {weet in- 
chantment tothat party who adminifters it to them. 
And totell youthe very truth, had not the wifdom of 


his Friend again prevented it, this had proved one - 


of the foreft temptations which he had hitherto en- 
countred; notwith{tanding all the good counfel where- 


with . 
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~ _ with hehad beenarmed. For-as he was wont to re- 


port of himfelf, his heart was fo mach glewed to this 
Friend of his 3 that fometimes he could not think of 
Jefus or Ferufalem meerly for thinking of him. He 
thought it was very fad that any one fhould be too 
greedy of fo innacent a pleafure; but yet he fancied 
fometimes that he was, and that nothing elfe pleafed 
him but only the fociety ofthisperfon. 
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Who now therefore thought himfelf concerned to . 


have a more then ordinary care of his Patient, be- 
caufe he had made him fick 5 or at Jeaft been an occa- 
fion of his prefent difeafe. And fo quick he was in 


“his Applications, that it could fcarce be called by that.” 


name; but bythe Vertue of hisremedies was rather 
turned into a cure of other diftempers, which had 
fome root within him. It isnot ftrange ({aidthe Old 
man ) that I fhould creep fo far into your heart, if 
you do but confider how wide.we open our breatts. 
- tothofe things which are of great ufe and advantage 
tous. There was no other caufe but this that made 
- men Deifie certain Creatures, which they found to 
be very highbenefactors unto them. Have youne- 
ver heard any body call the Sua Vifible God? And 
what was it I befeech you that procured him fo many 
adorers, but the fenfe that men had of the benefit 
of his fires; which enamoured them of his beauty, 
and inflamed their love tothe height of Devotion to 
him ? Wonder not then at your felfthat you perceive 
fuch a fervour in your foul to me your poor friend; 
whom you efteem (though alas unworthy of fuch a 
name ) to be no lefs then your Treafure. This will 
juttifie an high degree of affection towardsme. And 
there is nodanger Ile warrant you, of proving an 

' Idolatrous 
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Idolatrous Lover, if you will but let me fhew you 


~ how eafily you may make me become what you call 


me; and improve this Affection fo, as to be a very 


great gainer by it. But firft I muft reveal to you this ~ 


fecret, which you have not hitherto difcovered 5 that 


of this affection I my felf have a Jargerfhare then yet . - 


er) <a 


hath appeared; yea to your own perfon I have not ~ 


been fo cold as you may perhaps imagine. And yet 
Lam fo far from thinking my felf the worfe for what 


I feel of it, that [take my felf to be much the bet- 


ter, and would not for all the world have a lefs 


heart. 


portion of it then 1 perceive you find in your own ~ 


Now that you may not think Imake ufeofRheto- _ 


ricall figures and launch out a great‘deal beyond the _ 


truth; let me beg fo muchof your patience ( who 
as you confels have imployed much of mine) till I 
relate what benefit Lhave found by loving you. For 
then I hope you will think it poffible for your felf-te 
reap the fame : and not be troubied for the excefs. of 


love you bear to me; fince thereby you receive no — 


greater hurt, then to become capable of enjoying a 


more exceeding advantage. “And God:being the — 


Chiefeft Good, the higheft object of our Underftand- 
ings, the fatisfaction of our Wills, the Centre of all 
rational defires; what greater commendation can 


there be of Friend(hip, than. that it is apt to bring 
~ cur Souls into a fuller poflefiion of this Beeing, who 


is the caufe of all other, and of all happinefs 2 Will 
you not confefs that it is a thing of great Ufe, and 
great Value; which {hail indear him unto you, who 
is of more ufe and worth then the Sum or all*the 
World? Nowif you can give any credit tome, you 


may . 
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_ may be affured that my Friendfhip with you hath 
taught me not only that God is Love, but what it is 
to love God, better then any thing elfe perhaps 
could have done. And what is this Love, but as you 
have often heard, the whole Duty of man; all that 
God requires of us that we may enjoy eternal felici- 
ty with him ? Thisif [can demonttrate, I fuppofe you 
willno longer complain of an excels of this excellent 
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affection, which may fo eafily be converted, without - 


much Art or contrivance, into one fo Divine, that God 


himfelf will love it very much. 
And if you would know by what Chymiftry it was 


that I turned this Bafer affection'(as you are apt to . 


call it) into that which is fonoble and fublime;, it 
will be a matter of nodifficulty to make you under- 
{tand it 5 for there was no longer operation in it 
then this. I ufed to obferve what it was that my 
love caufed me to do to you, and that I concluded 
was far more due to God. And fo it taught me 
C1.) Tothink often of him and to keep him in Mind 5 
for this I founda neceflary effect of the Friendthip I 
have with you. If there befomething in your Zdea that 
is gratefull to me, which makes meto hugg it fo much 
and carry it about with me, then there muft needs 
be agreat deal more in that Idea Ihave of God, who 


ought therefore ever to bear me company , and to go | 


along with me as my Joy where ever it be that my 
occafionsleadme. And fo (2. _) llearnt by loving 


you, to take a delight in converfing with him , and. 


to embrace or rather feck all opportunities of fre- 
guenting hiscompany. And then ( 3.) ( For Imuft 
not {tay to enlarge thefe things into long difcourtes, 
but leave that for your work) I was inftructed hereby 


to defire his acquaintance more, to thirft after an in- 
. Se Ooo timate 
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timate familiarity, with him, and to be more perfectly — 
united to him. (4.) To behighly pleafed alfo in 
him was another fruitof this Amity; To reft fo fa- 


_ tisfied in his enjoyment, asto want nothing to com- 


pleat my contentment. And (5.) To ftudy with- 


all how to be pleafing tohim; or rather to beable 


without any ftudy, by a meer likenefs of Nature, to. 

do allthings agreeably to his mind. For I mufttake ~ 
fo much liberty by the way as to tell you, that there 
isno anxious labour in love, nor any carefulnefs to © 
find what is gratefull toour Beloved 5 but we have a 
natural inclination todo juft as they would have us. 
From hence ( 6.) I proceeded to like well of what- 
foever He doth; and to be pleafed with all his Provi- 
dences. For wealwayes feel our felves inclined to 


-- find no fault with our Friends, to interpret every 


thing to the beft fenfes and rather to excufe that which 
is il], thenthink thatthey cando it. And (7.) To 
receive all his kindnefles with a fingularly great gra- 
titude, as proceeding only from the goodnefs of his 
own nature, and not from any defert of mine. (8.) To 
keep in Memory alfo his Benefits, and-to think of. 
them as I would of the tokens of your love ; which 
Y could not but look upon when Idid not fee you. 
And ( 9.) As for his Holy word ( whichone of the 
Antient Guides ufed to call the Epzftle of God to man ) 


“Tcannot but read it as I do your Letters, with agreat — 


deal of pleafure and tranfport. And ( 10..)Like- 
wife I read it over and over again, asl! am wont to do 
your Letters; not being content with a fingle plea- 
fure; not thinking that I can efpy all your affection 
at once that breathes there. And C11.) Do you 
think that I canlive and not longto hear from him, 
orthat I can be fo patient as not to defire to fee him ? 


ne 
No, © 
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No, IT amever faying asthe holy Pfalmift, 0 whex wilt 
thou come unto me? You have taught me to contrive 
. all wayes that I may enjoy him, and to think my 
felf more happy in it, then all the worldcan make 
me. And ( 12.) Then I cannot but contrive how I 
may moft ferve him, and be glad.of any occafion 
which is offered of fo doing. For you may be confi- 
dent I fhould fufpe& my love, if it did not excite me 
to render you all the fervicesthat are in my power 3- 
and make me {tudy to beable to dothat, which is 
now out of the compafs of it. And ( 13.) Another 
thing for which I {tand indebted for your love is, that 
‘Tam taught thereby to be very tender of his Honour, 
and to be troubled that any body fhould fpeak evil - 
of himor do any thing againft him.” Nay (14.) Since 
you have given me leave to love you, [ find that I am 
_ defirous every Body fhould love himthat is fo ami- 
able in my eyes; juft as 1 wifh that you may be ac- 
_ ceptable to all and never meet with any unkindefs. 
» €15.) ET have learnt alfo to confule and advife with 
him upon all occafions, and to open as it were my ve- 
ry Heart to him. (16..) And then to be confident 
of his help; and to expect undoubtedly to receive it, 
whenfoever I have occafion for it. To which (17.) If 
I fhould not add that [have learnt never to be wea- 
ry of his Company, but {till to take a frefh delight 
in it, Lfhould much forget my felf; for that isa moft 
fenfible effec of your Friendfhip. And ( 18.) So is 
this; Tobe loathto part with it, and tohold him fo 
faft as not to be willing to let him go. As alfo 
(19.) To be impatient of his abfence, at leaft not to 
be fo well any where elfe as I am with him. And 
( 20. )Infine, Tolong everto be with him; and to 


be put into fuch a condition that f may never have the 
Ooo 2 trouble 
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~~ trouble of parting withhis company, which alas! in 
this world Iam forced too oft to fuffer. And you 
need not wonder that I have learnt this Jaft Lefion 
by our Friendfhip; for if you andI could now leave 
thefe pleafant Plains wherein we are, and ftrip our 
felves of this flefh; I for my part would willingly con-. 
fent unto it, if I had aflurance but of this happinefs; 
that I fhould take you by the hand, and we fhould 
wander up and down in the Air together. 


I had almoft forgot to tell you another happy fruit 
of this paflion, and that is, when I defire any thing 
of him, to leave it to his choice and difpofition; 

knowing that his wife Love will do that for me,which 
is moft requifite and conducing to my welfare. Nay, 
more then this I feel fuchan inclination toyou, that — 
T cannot but be afhamed iff am not carried with ftich 
a Natural affection unto God. I did not bégg of 
my Will to love you, for I was furprifed at firft 
fight with that affection; and feltfuch a propenfionto - 
you as the Iron doth to the Loadftone, which cannot 
chufe but beravifhed and attracted by it. From which 
you may be confident that now it is out of my Power 
to forbear to love yous; andthatit is not a bufinefs 
to be referred to choice, but which Nature com- 
mands, which will not be difobeyed or controuled, — 
But then methinks my Soul cannot be fo dull ( finding 
it felf thus difpofed to you) as to ftay to ask it felf 
a reafon why it fhould love God; or whether it will | 
love orno. Iam forced to love him, and carried to. 
him by fuch a {trong inclination as hath no Caufe but 
only Nature. At leaft, this {tate l am reaching after 
and it feems very unhandfome, that I fhould be ever . 
telling my felf that there is this and that caufe why I 


fhould 
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fhould love God: for I would be fo impreffed by him 
that out of an innate tendency of mind [ might run 
to him; or rather might ftill be with him and have 
» him continually before mine eyes. I have heard it, I 
remember, affirmed by fome, that this Love of Incli- 
nation- comes only from a Reminifcence, or calling to 
mind fuch things as have been before. Such fouls, 
fay they, have been acquainted in fome other World; 
and they donot now commencea new love, but only 
continue an old, And truly if I might judge of the 
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truth of what they fay by thelove I find toGod, me- | 


- thinks they are not without the countenance of fome 
reafon. For my foul feems but to renew an ancient ac- 
quaintance with him. My love to him is fo natural 
and eafie, that it is juft asif once we knew one another 
before. It doth-not feem tobe the birth of an affe- 
ction which was not, but only the awakening of that 
‘which lay afleep. For there are no pangs, no difhi- 
culty in bringing forth this Loves but we open our 
eyes and fee that glorious object which our Souls 
- would have, and cannot but faften themfelves upon, 


And if I fhould add an heap of obfervations to thefe 
of another fort, and fhow you how hereby we come to 
be perfwaded of Gods Love to us; and tohave fuch 
high thoughts of it as to believe he is ready to grant 
us any thing that we ask, to pafs by our faults, to come 
and vifit us, to fend his fervants the Angels to fee- us, 
and wait uponus,@c. and all becaufe he is‘our Friend; 
you would fee a further ufe of this glivine affection 
and be convinced that wecannot but live uncomfort- 
ably without it. And indeed if any one fhould think 

‘that it is put into our Souls for fo poor an End asto 
tickle us witha little pleafure in civil coaverfation,and 
O003 ; . to 
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. tohelp us to pafS away thetime more merrily, with- 


out any regard to thefe Heavenly ules; it would be as 
abfurd a conceit, as to imagine the Sun was made for 
no other purpofe but to colour the cheeks of our Ap- 
ples, and enlarge the Sphere of our Cabbages. No, — 
nature will not let us deprefs fo far. this darling of hers, 
to which (he is inclined aboye all other things. That 
muft needs be implanted by the hand of God to which ~ 
all men have a propenfity ; and fince it is very ftrong, 
overweighing all other inclinations ; we muft needs 
think that it was planted in them to do them fome 
great benefit, and to be the inftrument above all other 
things of their happinefs. Now what is there to which 
we have a more imbred inclination, then to love and 
to defire to be beloved ? There is no man but hates to 
be alone, and canas little indure to be with thofe for 
whom he hathno love. For ftill he is alone, if that 
be not there. A crowd isnotcompany 5 (asa Wife 
man fayes ) and Faces are but 2 Gallery of Pictures; 
and Talle but a Tinkling Cymbal, where there is no 
love. Nay fo natural is this to us(and withall fo fweet) 
that [believe thereis no man in the World who for all 


the wealth init, would be bound to love no body and © 
to be beloved of none. . ‘ 


He was going onto fome further difcourfes on this 
fubject, when the other cryed out, Hold, do not 
wholly impoverifh this argument, but leave fomething 
for me to fay, who am abundantly fatisfied that there 
is nothing comparable to this which hath-been the 
caufeof my trouble. — I will never blame my felfmore 
for exceeding too much inthis fort oflove. I plainly 
fee that Mediocrity, which every where elle is counted 


a Vertue, doth here becomea Vice. Tam morethen 
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converted by your excellent difcourfe. I muft turn 
Profelyte to him who faid, That be would bave the Affe- 
tion of Friends’ appear rather aPaffion then a Vertue: 
That F riendfhip bath nothing more excellent in it then 
excef; and that it doth rather offend in the Atoderatior, 
then in its Violence andexiremity. And here he began 
to invent all the Praifes he could of Friendthip, which 
he called, The top and perfection of Love; the Soul of 
-_ the World; the Spirit of Nature; the bond of Socie- 
ty; the marriage and happy union ofagreeing minds ; 
the life and joy of mankind ; the relief of our forrows 5 
the Phyfitian of all our fecret griefs 5 our Buckler in 
all aflaults'; our Oracle in our doubts ; the Governour 


~ and Tutor of a profperous condition; the Comforter 


of a declining fortune 5 without which the greateft 
happinefs would be irkfeme tous; and in whole com- 
pany the greateft affliction cannot make us miferable. 
He reflected alfo very happily on this 5 that it was one 
of the laft things that fe/ws himfelf did inthis world, 
to make a Friendfhip betweentwo great perfons, his 
bleffed Mother, and his beloved Difciple, Thefe he 
*remembred our Lord would have to live together like 
Mother and Son; which he thought imported fuch a 
dearnefs between them, as would juftifie the height of 
his affection. And then he cryed out, Thou O Di- 
vine Love, art the nature of God, the life of Angels, 
the employment of Heaven! By knowing thee [know 
what it is that Ioweto God; and I now alfo know 
Fernfalem better, where they exercife the Nobleft 
Friendfhips. I will never fear theé any mores for 
I fee thou wilt fecure my duty toGod, and it willbe 
ftrange if my Neighbours be not better for thee, who 
- art alwayes inftigating meto do good. What though 
I be chained more to one perfon then another ; eh 
nee 


, 
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need not think, O fons of men, that I fhall thereby be- 
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come lef charitable to you : For my love finding here 


acontinual employment and conftant exercife for it — 


felf; [am the more difpofed and ready when occafion 


ferves to exprefs it to youall. My retirements can- - 
not work its decay; but in the greateft privacy this — 


friendfhip keeps any ruft from growing over it, and 
preferves it pure and bright for the ufe of others too. 
[love you all wherefoever you dwell on the face of the 
whole earth. I {tretchout my handsto youfrom one 
Pole tothe other 3 wifhing I could doen good, And 
thongh Icannot reach you every one, yet my love 
gives me the comfort of this aflurance,that God is with 
you; whoas he hatha greater love fo a greater abili- 
ty to help you all. ; 


But his Guide whowas better acquainted with his — 


duty then himfelf, thought it beft to bring him out of 
thisRapture; becaufe he faw that he would immerfe 
himlelf too far in the pleafure ofthis contemplation ; 


and likewife thought it was not fafe to gratifie them- - 
{clves with too much of this Honey at once. He pray- - 


__edhim thereforeto Jay afide this difcourfe a while and 


to divert himfelf with the obfervation of fome of thofe 
flowers and plants wherewith they faw the earth 
firewed asthey wentalong. For fure, faid he, thefe 
were not made for usto tread upon, nor only to feed 
our eyes with their gratefull Variety, or to bring a 
{weet odor to cur Nofess but there isa more internal 
beauty in them for our minds to prey upon; did we 
but let them penetrate beyond the furface of thefe 
things into their hidden properties. Ycuare a Chri- 


_ ftiam it is cenfefled, but doth that make you ceafe to 


beaMan? You read the Gofpel of our Saviour, but 
mutt 


Page ee ie 
‘ = ™~ 


the Parable of the Pilgrims. 


_ mutt that give a difcharge to all our ‘rational ingui- 
Files Into the Book of Nature? Doth the new Creation 
intend to deftroy the old? Or becaule we behold God 
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in the face of Chrift muft we look upon himnowhere — 


elfe> Nofuch matter; there is a more antient obli- 
gation upon you to ftudy the Works of God of which 
you ought to quit your felf while you ftudy his Word. 


It is an honour to the School of Chrift, when his Dit. 


ciples are skill’d in all Wifdom. Heis fuch a Mafter as 
would not have us know other things the lefs, but the 
more, by knowing him. And fothey began to pry into 
~ many curiofities, which feverall of the Creatures they 
met withall prefented to them; not without a great 
—aftonifhment at chat infinite underftanding that was 
the Contriver of them. And having once tafted of 
this kind of Learning, he often wifhed that it was in 
__his power to underftand more of his own Body 5 of 

-the motions of the Sun, Moon and other Stars; with 
many things befides inthis great Fabrick 5 wherein he 
knew God had hid great treafures of Wifdom, and in- 
graven a fair Image of himfelf. Yea, he conceived the 
whole World fometimes a great Temple, and himfelf 
one ofthe Prieftsthat God had placed therein to offer 
up the Praifes of all the Creatures, and acknowledge 
his Wifdom, his Power, his Goodnefs; which are 
confpicuous in the frame of them. Andthough he 
could acquire buta very {mall knowledge of {ome of 
them; yet it was a great pleafure to fee that there 
were many more intelligent Priefts then himicif and 
more acquainted with Natures Myfteries ; who ren- 
dred to God continually better Ptaifes, and cailed up- 
onall his works in all places of his Dominion to blefs 


hisHoly name. > 
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Car, XXXVIL 
How after this. the Pilgrim fell into a conceit that be did 
not profit in Vertue: and how his Guide rid him of. 
it. That we muft not make too much hafte to perfection, 
but go leifurely in our way. How afterward he feared 
that he foould never hold out to the end of his journey. 
Of the confident zeal which fome men are poffeffed with- 
all, A beginning of anew difcourfe about Faith. 
' & ND now would you think after he had gone, . 
/£-\thus far that he fhould be troubled with fuch an | 
odd fancy asthis, That he did not profit at allin Ver- 
tue > Yet fo it was, that one day he ferioufly told his 
Friend, He could not perceive that he had doneany 
thing worthy of himfelf; or made any proficiency in 


the School of Piety wherein with fo muchcarehe had 
been bred. 


_ No, faid-his companion? Nothing at all? That is 
very {trange indeed and you muft pardon meifI tell 
you that it is a melancholy conceit. For have you _ 
overcome fo many temptations and yet done nothing ? 
Do you loveGod and your neighbour fo much as to ~ 
have an infinite defire of doing good and yet not at all 

bettered? Haveyou fuffered {uch a long Martyrdom 

and yet’ been lazy and idle? Have you had fo many — 


_ fights of Ferufalem and yet made no progrefs in your 
“journey 2? Wasnot the laft Profpe& which you gained 


of that place, fairer then the former, and did it not 
feem nearer and clofer toyou > How fhould that come 
about, if you had ftood ftill and not gone forward 


towards 
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towards it ?- Away with thefe black thoughts which 
_ the fumes of melancholy and nothing elfe do breathe 


into you. © For my part [think you have profited fo 
much; that I pleafe my felf to look upon you no lefs 
then a Gardiner doth to behold the Trees which he 
planted when they bring forth fruit ; or a Father re- 
joyces to fee the children of hiscares grown up tothe 
ftature of men and women. I defire ,only that you 
would cherifh an honeft emulation of your felf: and 


 caft a jealous eye on your own worth left you fhould 


not be fo good as your felf. Do but labour not to 


come behind nor fall fhort of your own Vertue ; Do 


but keep upclofe to your ownexample; andI fhall 
'— think you fuch a proficient that 1 fhall glory in the 
~ name of your Inftructer. But for the prefent, come 


along with me, and_let us refrefh our felves a little. 
in yonder fair Bowling-green 5 that we may excite | 


thofe natural {pirits which I fee are heavily opprefied 


by that grim enemy, I juft now named, of all pi- 
ous Souls, And you fhall foon fee better thoughts 
in your Soul, when you have better blood in your 
Body. © 


With much ado he perfwaded himto confent to 
this motion, andthoughthereby he received fome re- 
lief, yet the fame dejected humour too much continued. 
For his mind being ftrongly imprefled with thofe con- 
ceits, they could not fo foon be difcharged and blotted 
out. Befides the continuance therefore of that exer- 
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cife and the ule of fome Phyfick; he thought goodat _ 


feafonable’ times more particularly to remember all. 


that the Gratious God had done for him. Bidding 
him to take great heed left under the guife of this Hu- 


mility (asit is efteemed.) he proved unthankful for his 
| a Ppp2 favours 
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favours’; and by ftudying to deprefs himfelf, he with- 

all deprefied the bounty of his -goodnefs. He Jet him: 
know alfo that the perfection which he aimed at (the 
want whereof might poffibly bethe root of this new- 


- trouble) was not to be attained by fuch violent, paf- 


fionate and impetuous motions, but by leifurely, quiet 
and filent fteps unto it. Did you mind, faid he, the 
flowers as we pafled along, how fome were hidden in 
their green Cups; others were half-born; andthe 
reft newly difclofed ? Or have you never marked the | 
Rofe how it {wells into {mall knobs or buttons ? which 
when they are full grown, do rive by little and little 
until they have difcovered all their treafures ? Suppofe 
you fhould unbuttonit as foon as it {wells, or go about 
fuddenly to rip it up when it is opening it felf, would. 
you not endanger the fpoiling of its beauties, and de- 
prive your felf of that wholly, which you defire too’ — 
ioon to enjoy ? Your own cafe is nothing different; 
and if you will not be content to grow Jerurely, you 
may mifsof the happinefs at which you would fo {pee- 


dily arrive. You muft not make fo much hafte asI have — ES 


often told you, You mutt give your felf leave to ripen; 
and allow a fair time for your proceeding to perfe~ 


ction. And inthe meanfeafon be not fo unreafonable - — 


as tothink you have nothing, becaufe you have not 


all that is in your defires. Tt may feem ftrange 


perhaps at firft fight, but it is certainly true; that 
the defire of much Vertue may. prove inordinate. 
Though you may think that it can never be too paffio- 
nately purfued 5 yet aflure your felf, your defires are 
undue, when fuch an affliction of fpirit attends upon 
them, as is wont to accompany the defire of other 
things. If the violence and fiercenefs. of them rend 
your heart 5 there may be as much hazard in it, as 


there 
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"there isin tearing up aRofe, when it is in labour to- 


bring forthitsJeaves. That is, you will never be fo 
good as other wayes you might; nor obtain fo much 
by your own eagernefs as would come of it felf ina 
courfe of nature. I do not intend to quench your 
Zeal, nor is all this faidto make you lefs fervent in 
your ftudy to become more pious; or to move you to 
leave al] to Gods Will without your own induftry. 
But my meaning is, that juft as you.take order in your 
worldly affairs,{o fhould you manage your felfin thofe 
of yourSoul. We muft be diligent in the purfuit of 


- fuch things as are needful for our Bodiessyet we ought 


not to afflict ourfelves with the anguifh of cares and 
fears, and fuch like paflions 5 but quietly put the iflue 
of our labours intoGods hands, and patiently expect 
what he will blefs them withall. Even fo muft you 
beftir your felf with as much induftry as you can for 
the good of your Soul ; yet with this condition, that if 
you cannot acquire al] that you would, you do not 


- iuffer your heart to fall into a fit-of impatience, vexa- 


tion, and fretting at your prefent eftate; which muft 
needs be joyned witha great diftruft of Ged. By this 
means While you would avoid one fault, you run into 
another. And youkeep your felf with fuch violent 
hands from compafling your defires, that yon feek for 
Perfection by the means of the greate{t Imperfection ; 
and would: redrefs your diforders by conftantly living 
in them. You muftthank God therefore for what 
he gives, and patiently wait upon him for more when 
he pleafes to beftow it. And I am apttothink that. 


Humility and Patience in the company of our imper- 


fections when we do our beft indeavour to out-grow 

them; is as acceptable to God as the nobler Improve-- 

ments of others that complain of no fuch imperfections. 
Ppp3 For. 


¢ Parable of thePilerim. a i. 


: es the one is the Gift of God as well as the other 5 - 
and he that gives them to be without fuch defects, = - 
gives you Grace to bear them meekly when they can- ~ 


not be helpt. 


I would have you, my Friend, not to ceafeto fol- 
low the braveft Examples; and when you cannot be ~ 
Mafter of all you defire, yet ftill to continue your de- 
fire. But be not difgufted at your felf, 1 befeech 
you, that you are ina ftate of defire, and not of per- 
fet enjoyment. Let not thistakeaway your peace, 
that you are not in the foremoft ranks of thofe that 
are marching to Jerufalem. Be not caft down and fore- 
ly afflicted within your felf, that you do not advance fo _ 
faft as you would. Donot follow your Saviour with~ 
- afowre heart, dejected looks, and faln wings, as maz 

ny are wont to do, who perpetually Jament their 
faults, and cannot yet amendthem. But render him 
moft humble thanks that he hath given you the 
knowledge of them, and an earneft longing to be with- 
outthem, andaftudy to fhake them off; together 
with good hopes that they may be cured; of that as 
fome go to Heaven inthe height of Vertue, fo others 
may accompany them with as much as they could 
poflibly attain. All havenot the fame Temper, the 
fame Diverfions,nor the fame Bufinefles in the World ; 
and therefore be content with that degree which your 
‘condition will permit you te rife unto, and refolve not 
to vex your felt unreafonably about that which is not 
in your power to remedy. You have often heard, 1 
believe, that there is noPeace to be had here but by 
Patience. And in my opinion he faid true who told one 
of hisDilciples; That it isno Patience when a man is 
eontent to bear with his neighbour, if withall he be 
. not. -- 
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Hot content to bear with himfelf. Not to the end (as ~ 
_ Ttold you ) that he thould indulge himfelf in idlenefs, 
and not ftriveto grow better 5 but that all the pains 
hetakesto be fo, fhould notend in: forer pains and 
greater torments becaule he is yet no better. 


Many other things he added to the fame effect ; and 
at laft prayed him, that if he was faln into fuch a dif- 
like of himfelf as to be weary of. long difcourfes as 

well as of his condition 5 yet at leaft he would obferve 
thefe three things, not unworthy of his notice, though 
they were the advice of Heathens. Hecatoz hath this 
faying. Askeft thou wherein I have profited? Ihave 
begun tobe afriend tomy felf. Suchaman hath gotten 
very much. He will never be alone; but alwayes hath 
a good Companion with him. And he that isa friend 
to himfelf, will not fail to bea friend to every body 
elfe. I believe you cannot deny, that you might have 
made this Anfwer to the fame Queftion, You have 
-_begun to take a great care of your Soul. Nay,you have 
along time made it your bufinefstodo it good. And 
if you ask other men, they will tell you; that you are 
a friend to them, and havedone them alfo a great 
_deal of good. How came you to grow into this fami- 
liarity with your Soul ?- What made you to let it have 
~ fo much of your company? Sure itis a fign of fome 
proficiency that you are fo well acquainted with it. 
And this bringsto my mind another mark‘of your in- 
- creafe'in Vertue which is vifible even in your com- 
plaints. Zt # an argument (faith Seneca ) of a mind 
that is changed for the better 5 when itis acquainted with 
thofe faults whichit was ignorant of before. To which 
I may add a third, Do you not will and nillalway 
the fame things? Are not thofe things the matter of 
Chet: ; your 
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your choice to day, which yefterday you defired ? This 
pe-ateftimony of your profiting, to be conftant to your felf. 


’ And therefore take heed I befeech you of this fowre 


loathing of your felf; for in time it will breed a-dif- 
like of yourduty too, and fpoil your appetite to any 
thing that is good. While you are inordinately - 


‘troubled that youcannot doas you would, you will 


not do what you can. And ina multitude of confufed 


-defires after-a better condition; you will wafte the 


time whichought tobe {pent in doing your beft in » 
your prefent eftate. 


With thefe good Counfels and other Remedies too — 
long to be related,he recovered the poor manto abet- _ 
ter {tate of health; and brought him to conceive a 
‘better opinion of himfelf«-And yet his health was not. 
fo confirm’d, but that afterward he fell into a little 
diftemper, and languifhed under anewtrouble; very 
near of kinto this, and which it brings to my mind. — 
Tt was a great defpondency arifing from the obferva- 
tion of fome weaknefles he fele in his Soul, which bred 
inhim a diffidence and diftruft of hisown conftancy: — 
anda fear that he fhould never hold out in his Jour- 
ney, but at laft fit down fhort of Ferufalem. This made 
him exceeding penfive, and to go drooping a great — 
while; becaufe he thought that every mile would 
prove his laft 5 or at leaft that he thould never be able 
to travel fo long till he had finifhed his courfe. Which 
jealoufie dilcovering it felf by fome means or other 
unto his friend (though he did what he could tocon- 
ceal it) He was moved with a great deal of pitty to- 
wards him. And befeeched him earneftly not to Jet 
every fafpition of himfelf which ftarted up in his 
Soul, take fuch a deep impreflion there; before he. 


had. 


€ Parable of the Pilgrim, 


a : 


foon.as you moved the doubt, I could foon have made 
you give your felf fatisfactions; and laid fuch a fcene 


of new thoughts in your mind, that you fhould have - 


remembred the former no more. For, tellme, I pray 


‘ ie ies a —48r 
had advifed whether there were caufe coentertain itr 
‘orno. For if you had asked me abour this matter as. 


you, who brought you thus far in this long Journey _ 


wherein you are engaged >, Was it yourfelfs or was 
it fome body elfe? If it was your felf, you know upon 
what reafons ic was begun; and if they were worth 
any thing, they may make you togo on. Andit fhould 
- . feem alfo that you have more ftrength than you ima- 
 _ gine, if you have travelled fo many leagues, withoue 
any {upport; upon your own leggs. But I perceive 
you fo ill opinionated of your felf, that you are incli- 
“ned by thatif there were no other reafons to afcribe 
your-happy progrefs to fome higher caufe. Thither 


Tetus gothen; and askof God, if he ufes to forfake. 


~~ the work of his own hands; and to lo‘ all that he 
~ hath done already, for want of doing a little more, 
Will he now forfake you, after you have ferved him 


_fomany years? Will he difown one that hath been’ 
fo long a Client to him, and ftill feeks for his wonted. 


protection ? Dothhe love his Friends no better, than 
_ to fhakethem off when they grow old? If I would ae 
all have fufpeécted his Conftancy, it fhould have been in 
the beginning of our acquaintance; and not now thac 
he hath been tryed for half an Age, Was there any 
reafon at firft why he fhould bear a good will to you, 
or was there none ? If there was none, then there needs 
none to move him now to continue his Love. If there 
was any, thenthere is a greater reafonnow; becaufe 


he hath loved you fo long, and youare alfo more wor- | 


thy his Love. Do him the honour thea that you 
4 Qqq would 


would doafriend, to believe that he is not fickleand 
inconftant. Ordo but jufticetohim, and chink chat 
he is notunfaithful, but truetohis word. Andthen . 
as long as your Lord lives, you fhall live alfo Andhe ~ 
thar hach begun a good workin you, will perfect it no 
doubt till he come to give 5 ou his rewards. 


IJ know you willtellme, that you donot queftion 
his faithfulne{s and ftedfaftnefs to his friends; but 
you have been unkind co him, and fo have forfeited his 
goodefteem and Love, And let it be fo, fince ic is 
your pleafure; thac you havenot behaved your felf fo 
oratetully as youought: Bur is he of fuch a difpofi- 
tion, that hecan never be. won toa Reconciliation? I 
ptay have acare what you fay, for fear you make 
good men better than God 3 who are wont to forgive 
their Brother when herepents, not only feven times, 

but feventy times feven. And, fay, I befeech you, hath 
he not pardoned you heretofore very lovingly when — 
you humbly and obediently intreated him to pals by 
your offences. When you were one of the World, 
did he not then draw you to himfelf without your 
defire; aud over-matched your fins by his infinite , 
omnipotent Goodnefs? What fbould hinder then his 
kindnefs and clemency towards you, now that you are 
become aman feparate fromthe World’ If the Mire- 
and Dire wherein we wallowed could not hinder, but 
he would needs take us in his arms, and place us in 
his bofomes. will he fhake us off, and throw us out 
from thence, now that we are wa(hed and made clean > 
Will he not rather wipe off a: fpeck- of Dirt thar hath 
light upon us, than caft us down into the Mire again > 
€an youthink that he who took in ftrangers to his 
houfe, and gave them kind entertainments will turn 


his 
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his Children out of doors ?. After we have done him -- 
- fo many fervices, and laboured for his Love; will he 

“thraft us out in an heat of anger, and quite cafheere 
ushisfamily? © abfurd fafpition! A jealoufie un- 
worthy of fuch an excellent Father, and unbecoming | 
Sons that have fo nobly and tenderly been brought up 
byhim, If you were to treat witha perfon like your 
felf, you muft firft think him very bad; or elfe you 
would not be fo injurious as to harbour fuch thoughts 


-. ofhim. Youmuft judge him very froward, who will 


fall out with you upon every fleight occafion ; and ne- 
ver return with you into grace any more, Do not 
‘impute then a thing fo unnatural unto God; nor fo 


much wrong his infinite GoodnefS, asto take Him to 


be of fo harfh a difpofition ; that we muft never expect 
_ his favour more, if we.chance but to offend him. No, 
if you can but believe that he loves himfelf, youneed 
not fear chathe fhould thus abandon you. You have 
—coft him too much, that he fhould: fo eafily pare’ 
with you. He hath bought you ac fo exceffive a 
yates thar you may be affured he will not. willingly 
lofe you. The breeding of you hath flood him in fo 
much care, that he will not fpare a little more to 
keepyou,- | Gal: Be ahs tS 


- And if you are thus fecure of God's Love, I pray 
tell me whac-you think fhould feparate you from 
him? Can you really think chat you -your felf thall 
haveamind to leave him, and return back co the 
World from ‘whence youcame? You cannot, Iam - 

confident remain two minutes in this perfwafion, if 
you be not forfaken of your Reafon, and left to the 
~ impoftares‘of Fancy and wild Imagination, For what 
is chat can diffolve that Jeague of Friendfhip chat is 
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him feem lefs amiable in your eyes ? Can you fear that 
his converfation may grow tedious, and prove a bar- 


den to you inthe conclufion? or what prejudice cam 


you receive by loving of him; feeing youbelieve thac 
All Good is in him, and that hecalls us to his owa 
Kingdom and Glory? I am verily perfwaded you 
think that you cannot ceafeto love me, to whom you 
profefs your felf fo much beholden, And yet whae 


fo folemnly and religioufly fworn, betwixt you? Is 
there any thing in him that can difguft you, and make 


am 1 incompare with Hims or what obligations have 


you received from me that can be fo ftrong to hold’ - 
. you, as thofe that be hath laid upon you? I may change’ 


and not be fo good as] ams or not fo full of love to 
you, Some damage may appear that you may bein 


danger toreceive by loving mes which I cannever be 


able to repair, Butthere isnot fomuch as a fhadow 
_ of turning inhim. He is alwayes the fame Fulnefs, 
and the fame Love ; infinitely defirous of our Happi- 


nefs, And as for any lofs that we may poffibly fuftain 


for his fake it cannot be fogreart, but he can make - 


us a recompence for it incomparably greater, Do not 


hold your felf then in fuch fufpition, unlefs you can 


think that you have taken a wrong meafure of him: 
efpecially fince you are of opinion that you cannot but 
love meto the ends and alfo have folately told me that 


you was fatisfied the love of me would teach you to love: 


God the better, 


I fhould proceed co remember you alfo that rhe’ 
wayes of Vertugwhich you have to tread, are fo plea- 
fant, chat you will not be inclined to relinquifh them, 
and divert into any other path: and thace you can 
never think fit fo to difparage this noble life , 


leave 
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and that you will notendure toretreat with fo mach 


fhame as you will neceflarily draw upon your felf, by 


abandoning a courfe which you have fo highly com- 
mended: All this I fay, and much more I fhould call 


to your mind, but that you feem todifcharge me of. 


that trouble by the chearfulnefs which I obferve to 
return into your countenance. - I fee that youbeginto 
believe that you fhall perfevere; and that you reco- 
_ver your antient comfort; Thar ftronger is he who 


dwelleth in you, then he who dwelleth in the worid.: 


The Devil begins already to fly'from you; and by the 
light’of thefe ‘truths we have chafed away the cloud 


_  thathungoveryou. Carry them therefore, 1 intreac 
you, ever in your minds and let me hear no more of . 


- thefe dejeGions of fpirit, which are as unreafonable as 
they are uncomfortable both to your felf and others. 


Ile fay no more of this matter, after I have told you. 
a ftory of an antient Pilgrim in the way to Ferufalem ; 


to which therefore you had beft attend. Itis S'. Peter, 
Imean, who you know hada mind to walk with our 
Saviour upon the water ; which was no eafie thing to 
do: and yet by the power of his Mafter was indued 
with fuchavertue, asto tread fafely upon that yicld- 


ingelement. He went a pretty way while the face of 
the water was {mooth and even; and it feemed no- 


_ hing difference from the folid earth. Until the wind 
began to beloud, and the plain way upon the water 
was turned into Hills and Dales, we hear of no 
fhrikes ; bue then he cryed out, and his heart and his 
feet began to fink together. Buc was there any rea- 
fon to fear drowning after he had walked half a fur- 
long? orto imagine ic would not bear him up the 
next halfas well as it had done the former? none at 
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leaveit after you have madea very long cryal of it: - 


vil 


alifore. The winds chat blew, and che rough waves o 


that began to lift up themfelves ; were no lefs fub- 
ject to chat power which upheld him, then the {mooth 
and quietfurface of the Sea. It was as eafie to walk 
upon a Billow, as upon the ftill water, The blufter- 
ing wind had no more power there, then the filent 
Air. Whence then proceeded this change, that the 


man who Jately trampled upon the Sea, and gloried 


over the deep ; doth now feel himfelf flip into the: bo- 
fome of it, and is in danger tobe fwallowed up by ic. 
The firm ground which he thought was under him, is” 
gone; and he is lefe to che mercy of the angry waves, 
Was not the change withia before his feet fele any > 
Did nota violent feat lay hold upon hims and did he 


- not let gohis hold of the hand which before fuftained 


& 
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him? Yes, this was the bufinefs. 1f his Faith had been 
as ftrong as once it was, his condition had been as fafe ~ 


— in the midft of the ftorm, as before it was in the calm, 


When this Anchor broke, the waters began to fuck 
him in, They challenged him then for their proper 
goods: becaufe his Faith was in a manner already 
fhipwrackt: But did his Gracious Mafter fo part with 
hime Would he lofea fervant bscaufe he was weak, 


~ and wanted confidence in him? Or did he delay to 


help him, and only holdhim up by the chin, when all 
his body was inthe deep? Nos when hecryed forre- - 
lief, and befeeched to be faved, he inftantly put forth 
his hand, caught hold of him, and refcued him from the 
jaws of death. . He only chides him becaufe he doubr- 
ed, but neither lets him fink into the belly of the 
waters nor flayes his fuccours till he was in greater 
need of them. He ftraightway lendshim more power; 
and chufes rather to incourage a little Faith, then lec | 
him perifh becaufe he had no more. ‘aa 


Now 
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Now this ftory methinks, bears.a great refemblance 
with that condition wherein you, and many more be- 
fides have been, Wehavea greatmind to go to fe- 
fas, and for that end to walk herein the World ashe 
walked. But it is very much that we who are fo earthly, » 
and have fuch ponderous affections to thingshere be-, 
low, fhould be able to tread them under our feet s and 
keep our felves above the foft pleafures of the fleth in- 


to which we are apt to fink. This feems no lef a 


wonder, thenic was for a body of earth to walk upon: 


the face of the Sea, which ules to fwallow down fuch 
heavy things that come into it, Whence isi, I pray, 


“that we have this ftrength, andcan lift up our felves 


above our natural propenfions to lead the life of God? 
Isic from our own Vertue > or rather muft we notac- 
knowledge that we receive it from that voice which 
faith tous, as unto that Apoftle of our Lord, Come ? 
This fure is the caufe ro which ic muft be afcribed,. 
And it cannot be of lefs efficacy afterward, then it was 
acthe firft; but when he ftill faith, FoW/ow me, he gives 
a greater power and force unto us fo to do, But how: 
comes it about then that you and others begin fome- 
times to fink; or at leaft to imagine that you are: 
falling intothe World; and that the fenfual life will. 
at laft draw yowinto its embracesagain? Truly, there: 
is the fame caufe of it, that chere was in him; and thar 
is Diffidence. Youforgecyour felf and diftruft God ; 

and that works a decay of the Vertue and abilicy thae: 
wasin your heare. You regard more the winds and 
the waves, the difficulties and temptations that you: 
are incompaffed withall, then the power and the love: 
of Fefws which attends upon you; and fo you begin. 
firftto fear, and then to fall, Yet behold what aloving- 

and kind Mafter you ferve, He.doth nor cake this: fo 


ith: 
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lower and lower into the water, until you be drown’d: 


But if you look earneftly upon him, and call to him, ~ 


and intreat him to take pitty upon you, and not to 
leave yous; he gives you his hand prefently, and fets 
youinfafety, Though now you have beenvery di- 
. ftruftful of his goodnefs; and have fainted in your 
mind, asif he would not regard yous yet his tender- 
nefs is fo great, that he bids me affure you he will.not 
forfake yous not fail to fupportand help your feeble 
~ foul, Only in his name I mufta little chide you; and 
give you a gentle reproof in his own words, faying, 
Othou of little Faith, wherefore didft than doubt? fay 


no more, becaufe | fee you are forrowful, and hope you 


will give me no more the like trouble. 


Indeed, replyed the Pilgrim, I deferve a more fevere 
reprehenfion , and you deal too favourably with me 
when you give me fo mild a rebuke, But J fuppofe 
you ufe me thus tenderly that I may be fenfible of the 


gratious nature of our Lord; who hath compaffion — 


on.our weaknefs, and is loath to difcourage thofe by 


any fharpnefs of his, who are too apt to invent over. 


many difcouragements tothemfelves, And troly lam 
{fo apprehenfive of his lenity, and behold alfo fo greata 
portion of itin your felf, that were ie not upon that 
account, I fhoald again be apt to ftand in fear of crea- 
ting not only you, but hima greater trouble then you 
areable to bear. 1 am, you fee, very foolith, alwayes 
complaining and exercifing your patience. I have fo 
many feruples and little fears; am fo unconftant and 
wavering in my thoughts; {0 frequently fick and out 
of order; fo forgettal -alfo of your counfels; that 


perhaps by this time youbegin to reflect and confider 


how 


ill at your bands as to let you quite go: and fall ftill 


any more; whohath made himfelf fo unpleafing on all 
- occafions, and nothing but difquieced your happy re- 
_ pofe ? I doubt if you could fee my hearr, and behold 
- what a feed of new troubles and doubts lodges there: 

ou would tell me plainly thac you fhall never enjoy 
your felf till yoube divorced from ggexp m e 


You furprife me ftrangely, faid the Good old-man, 
and did I not confider thac’you have fulpe&ed the 
kindnefs of God himfelf, 1 fhould be fo amazed at this 
alteration in you, 2s tolofe the ufe of words, and noe 
know whattofay to you, Little did I think thar | 
~ fhouldever have had an occafion to anfwer fucha que- 
ftion as that you propofe; for fure you never difcerned 
that IT had a mind to be feparated from you. And. 
truly I never difcerned any fuchthinginmy felf; nor 
have you given me caufe to be lefs your Friend then | 
heretofore; unlefs it be by this unfriendly jealoufie, 
which, asT told you a lite while ago, I thoughe you 
would never have entertained. And fince I fee ic pro- 
ceeds rather from anill opinion of your felf, then any — 
you have of me I recall thar word; and pray you to 
believe that you are as dear unto me as ever; that is 
my friend.And what I pray youis the office of a friend, . 
if not co relieve the wants of thole he loves; and to 
bear thofe burdens with she which they are not able 
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to carry alone > If they them(elves therefore by rege — 


~ fon of any heavinefs of Spirit, prove the burden that he 


mutt (u(tain, He will not complain of it. Ie is their an- 
happinefs he knows both that they are fo heavy, 
and arein dangerthey think to be a load to him; and 
He will not Jetthem be moreunhappy, by becoming 
heavy himfelf, and groaning under that eafie weight 
which they lay uponhim, Eafie I call it, becaufe ir 
is a pleafure to do any kindnefs for our friends; and. 
the pleafure encreafes proportionably to the pains - 
that we take in doing of it. You fhall hear the 
Judgement of a Philofopher in this cafe if you pleafe 5 
and of one that loved eafe more than any of his 
fellows. Though a wife man he thought might be 
content with himfelf; yet notwithftanding he grant- 
ed that his happinefs would be greater with a friend, 
Of {uch a companion he cannot but be defirous, if ie 
be for no other end, but to exercife his amicys; and 
that fo great a vertue may not remain without ufe. 
He doth uot chufe a friend ( faith Epicurus himfelf ) 
to have fome toalfift him when he is fick , or to [uccour 
him if be be in prifon, or fuch necelfaties. But contra- 
riwife, that he may have.one whom he may help and com- 
fort in the like diftrefes. For he bath an evil intenti- 
on that only re[pects bimfelf when he makes Friendhip, 
And [o [ball he end his friendhip as be begun the fame. 


_ He that bath purchafed himfelf a friend to the intent 


that he may be fuccoured by him in prifon, will take his 
flight as foon ashe feels that he ts relealed of bis bonds. 
Both the chains [ball be knockt off together, thofe of his 
prifon, and thofe of his friend/hip, Thefe are the friend- 
Slips which we vulgarly call Temporary being made only 
to ferve a turn. He that & made a friend for profit 
fake, (hall pleafe as long ashe may be profitable, and {o 


i they 


— 


‘enemy of Sonls, and of Friendfhip would inftill into 


they whe are in felicity fee themfelves inviren'd with a ~ 


multitude of thefe folowers; But where the diftreffed 
_ dell, there ts nothing but folitude. For (uch manner — 


of friends alwayes avoid thofe places where they may be 
proved, It w neceffary that the b-ginning and the end 
have acorrefpondence. He that hath begunto be a friend 


_- becaufe it & expidient 5 he that bath thought there is a 
gain in friendfbip befide it felf, may well be fuborn'd 


againft the fame by the appearance and offers of a greater 


gain. For what canfe then do I entertain a friend ? 
To she end 1 may have one for whos 1 may dye; whom - 
1 may accompany in banifhment, and for whofe life 
and prefervation 1 may expofe my [elf to any danger. 


For the other, which only regards profit, and makes ac- 


count of that which may turn to its own commodity 
it ws vather a Traffique than Friendhip. Certain it is 


shat Friendhip bath in {ome fort a fimilitude and like- 
nefs to the affection of Lovers. Whofe [cope us neither 


gain, nor greatne/s, nor glory 3, but defpifing all ether 


confiderations, love it felf inkindles in them a defire of 
the beloved form, under hopes of a mutual and reciprocal 
amity. Thus he. V4 | | 


- Unlefs you will number me then among thofe Swm- 


mer friends which he {peaks of; or think that friend- 


fhip in me is feebler then it was in Pagans; you muft — 


nothold me any longer in fufpition, And indeed if 
you did but know how great a favour you do 
me, in letting me know your griefs, and making 
me the Wienefs of your Confcience, and relying up- 
on me for advice, and thereby giving me an oppor- 
tunity to ferve you the bei I cans you would pre- 
fently throw away all thefe imaginations which the 


Rrr2 you, 


you. For my part, I did not fo lightly and in fport 
~ Yeceive you-into my conduét; as that any difficuley, 
_ oramultitude of them fhould make my employment . 
redioustome. Nay, how canit be irkfome; when 
- youyour felf acknowledge, that the labours of Love 
aie all pleafure, and carry their own rewards in them. 
You may think perhaps that love grows old as well as — 
all other things, and that time works its decay, and 
renders it feeble and weak. Thus c4stalus was wont 
to fay that it is far more pleafant tomake.a friend, . 
thancro have one. Asit.is more agreeable toa Pain- 
ters fancy, to draw his lines, thento have finifhed the 
piGure. After he hath painted indeed he pofleffes 
the fruit of his Art, but he took pleafure in the Artic 
felf whenhe painted. Juft as the youth of our chil-. 
_dren is more fruitful tous, but their infancy is more 
fweet.' Butaflure your felf I do not liveby any. of 
thefe Maxims. Friendfbip is like Wine; the older 
itis the beiter, It grows more pute by ages its fpi-- 
rits are more difingaged ; and it warms the heare 
more powerfully then when it was but new and green, 
Nay, your friendfhip is more pleafant too, whatfoever 
you may think, now thaticis grown, then it was in 
is childhood. I enjoy the remembrance of rhofe 
pleafures, and have fome new ones befides: juft asa 
Painter thinks on his Are when he beholds the piece 
that he hath brought to perfection. I befeech you 
then, if you have any love to mé, chat you will not call 
inqueftion mine toyou. And if all this will not fa- 
tisfie you; let me intreat you for the Love of our 
Lord, thac you will ask him whether I do not Jove 
you. 1 know he is fo much a friend to Truth and 
unto Love too(notito fay to you and me) that he will 
co me the favour co perfwade you that I do, And 


there- 


ee he Parable of the Pilgrim, 
therefore let not the Evil one wholoves nothing lefs 


then our Friendthip, fow this jealoufie in your heart, — 


that I grow weary of you, But be confident thac 
ts our Lord loves you, fo he imparts true love 
to’ me; .and that if, the arms of thefe two can 
do any thing, yyou fhall be carried fafe to Fers- 
falen, : 


And now, fince Ihave told you my very heart, let 
me know, I pray, what further doubt it is that troubles 
yours. {¢ cannot be fo great fure, that I fhould not 


_~ find’a remedy for it: and you need nor fear that 


it will procure me too great a troubles fince it is be- 
come, as you fee, one of my chief pleafures toeafe you 
of yourtroubles. It muft be fo indeed, faid the ril-. 
grim, if youhave any pleafure at all: For I live as if 
Lhad nothing elfe to do but to find fome new occa- 
fion to perplex my felf, thac I may be difincangled 
by you. Youthink thacl am advanced a great way 
~ toward Ferufalem, and truly I hope that I am gone fur- 
ther then I lately thought my felf, But alas [ am ao- 
thing fo ftrong, fo fteady, much lefs fo wife as you feem 
fometimes toimagine, A little thing you fee fhakes 
me; and there are leffer matcers that you have not yet 
been privy to, that put my thoughts into confufion. 
The very puff of a confident mans breath doth indan- 
ger to make me reel, And though I underftand my felf 


v4 


very well in chofe things wherein you have inftructed— 


me, yetthe meer zeal and earneftnefs wherewith fome 


_ perfons affault me,when there is noreafon in what they ° 


fay; is apt to make me fufpect and diftruft my felf ; 
nay, to fall into a trembling left all fhould not be well 
withme, This you will fay isa Gmall maccer, and not 
worthy to becalled atrouble; (and cruly I am glad 
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and thank God for your fake that itis no more) yet’ 
when] give you aninftance of it, you will think I -had 
- fome caufe to complain asT did; though not fo much 
as my words in thelare paffion wherein I was, might 
“import. Your difcourfe of Faith and Confidence in | 
God (for which I am obliged unto you) revived ac ~ 
firft the memory of my weaknels inftead of giving me 
ftrength ; and made me think with my felf, Alas! 1 
have made ita Queftion whether I have any Faith or 
no. For totell you the truth, I mer lacely with an’ 
acquaintance of mine (when you were abfent about 
fome bufinefs ) who would needs perfwade me that 1. 
was drawn away, and was no true Believer; becaufe I 
defcribed Faith unto him in that manner as you had 
‘raughtme, Itold him thacI was heartily perfwaded 
that Jefus was the Son of Gods and thar he had 
rgughe us all his Will; and that he having dyed for 
our fins, did by the fame death confirm unto us great 
and precious promifes; and that he lives and raignsin 
Heaven forevers and that he will give eternal lifeto - 
all chat obey him; and that hereupon I was become 
obedient to his voice, and quitting all prefent enjoy- - 
ments, was willing co follow him tothedeath. And 
yet after all chis he mif called my Perfwafion by a 
word which I think he did not underftand; faying - 
that I was indued only with an Aifforical Faith which 
would not fave me. I explained that word as well as 
I could, and told him that a belief of the Hiftory of the 
Gofpel (of all chat is related there) when it produces 
obedience tothe Laws of it, was Saving Faith. But 
he {miled at my ignorance ; ( asheefteemed it) and 
told me that the Faith which juftifies, and fo faves us, 
was only a recumbency on Chrift; an application of his 
merits tomy Soul, with anumber of fuch like phrafes : 
| the 


~ 
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the obfcurity orlamenefs, or danger of which, though 
_ Treprefented cohim, yet would he noc yield a jot; nor 
ceafe to iniportune me that I would take heed of the 
danger of unbelief. Andindeed I knowing him tobe 
a good man himfelf; and he affirming that all godly 
mien of along time had been of his mind; and ufiag 
fuch confidence and venemence in his words; and 
fometimes thundring alfo fo terribly in my ears the © 
danger wherein my Soul was: I muft confefs fuch was’ 
- my weaknefs, thatI trembled a little though I knew 
no caufe; and was afraid chac [ had been mif-lead out 
of the company of fo. many Believers as he told me of. 


-‘This hath been a double trouble co me; fometimes to 


think that I fhould be afraid withoue reafon; and 
fometimes fufpecting that there may be reafon in what 
he faith, and my eyes fo blinded that I cannot fee ir. 
- Now Ihave opened my heartto you very freely, and 
I pray be notangry that I fhould doubr either of your 
fidelity, or of your ability in the inftructions you long - 
fince gave me. . 


There is no caufe for this Petition, faid the Good 
Father, I am willing you fhould hear what every bo- 
dy faith, for then you will fee the difference. Ie is bet- 
teragreat deal thatyou fhould doubt; than that you | 
fhould blindly refign up your felfto-all my di@ates, I 
-amnone of thofe that love to be believed becanfe [ - 
fay it nor that raife the found of my voice, to gain 
an advantage of them, whofe modefty will nor lec 
them be fo loud. Iwill leave that priviledge to fuch 
menias arein need of it, having nothing elle to ferve 
them, to fome of whom I doubt your acquaintance is 


madeaProfelyte. For there are 4 company of men in Lord Bao 


the World (as hath bezn noted long fince by a Wife man)" 
: who 


who love the falutation of Rabbi, or Mafters and thas 
sot in Ceremony or Complement, Lut in an inward Aw- 
. thority which they [eck over mens minds; in drawing 
_ them to depend upon their Opinions, and to look for 
kuowledge only at their lips. It ts not the Lord Bifhops 
(as be {peaks) but thefe men, that are the Succeffors of 
Diotrephes; the great Lovers of preheminence. They 
will be Lords over mens Faith 5 and everawe them inte 
a belief of all that they preach. None may diffent from their 
affertions , anlefs be be content to bear the brand of an 
tinbeliever. » It 15 all one to forfake the Gofpel, and ta 
forfake their Opinions. You leave Chrift if you leave them s 
and the Faith which was once delivered to the Saints is- 
folcly in their keeping. That which makes them the mere 
afurp spon others, #, that they have the bap to light up- 
on {ach natures who readily receive that which is confi- 
dently (poken's and flifly maintain that which once they 
have embraced. Such are men of younger years, and fu- 
perficial underfandings, that are carried away with 
partial re'pect of perfons, or wih the enticing appearance — 
of godly numes and pretences, There being few (as he 
obferves) who follow the things themfelves more than 
the names of thethings, and moft the names of the — 
Matters. Nay, mojf do fide themfelves with thefe Mafters 
before they know their right. band from their left. And 
they skip from meer lensrance, to a. violent Prejudices 
from knowing nothing to an.Opinion that they know all 
things : or at leaft to a confidence that they are uot mifta- 
ken in woat they know. | This’ flrong prejudice is rarely — 
overcome: for the honourable names of Sincerity, fingle- 
nels of heart, godlinels, and the glory of free grace being 
putin the front, and marching before their Doétrines ; they 
can never be touched by thofe that have 4 mind to affaule — 
them, Lut thofe Holy things wil’ firft be thought 10 fuffer a’ 
Violation, . 
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Violation. But asT intend to have nothing to do with 


—thefe Lords and Mafters; fo I would have you to with- 
_ draw yout felf from the thraldom of their fubje@s. I 


may well be allowed to bid you not to follow them ; 


_ feeing I would not have you follow me without rea- 


fon. Exempt your felf fromthe number of thofe chae 
are fheepifhly led whither confident men will have 
thems or that are hurried away with the blafts of a 
furious Zeal; or thatare wont to tell voices, and not 
toweighthem. If there be any thing that I am to 
accufe you of in this particular, ic is only that which 
you have confefled ; that you dare not (as [ alfo noted 


heretofore) truft your own reafon; and adhere to 
the clear and well-poifed refolutions of your own 


mind, if any body raife aclamour againft them, There 
isa certain Modefty in your Soul which is very com- 
mendable; if it do not betray you into the hands of 


_ thofe that are fo impudent as to out-fice you. It will 


doyou fervice if it only reftrain you from their pe- 
remptorinefs 5 (which you have as much right to ufe 
as themfelves if it were fit and decent) but it ought 
not to make you yieldtothem, becaufe they are fa 
confident as to prefs for your confent with great ear- 
neftnefs, and without any reafon. Time I hope will 
both embolden your Modefty , and alfo fettle your 
Notions better; making you*to fee that they excell 
the vain janglings, and the. loud noifes of the World, 
as much as light excellethdarknefs. And rogiveyou 
your due, you did well conceive and remember what 
I formerly faid, which I do not nowrecanr, Still I 
tell you that he & a Reliever unto Salvation, who being 
perfwaded of the truth of all that ws faid of our Saviour, 
and all that he hath [aid inthe Gofpel, abandons all other 


inserefis, and fludies only to be obedient to him in all 
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things. Let the fay what they will of Recumbency 
and Reliance upon him, I think this man relyes upon 
- Jpim, and trafts him more than any body elfe; who 
upon the meer credit of his word is willing to relin- 
quith all that he poffeffes, for that which Chrift hath 
promifed; to leave all that he fees and feels, for 
that which isinvifible, Thisletus maintaintobethe 
moft foveraign degree of Faith ; which will lift us yp 
ashigh as Heaven, when the idleand lazy reliance of 
bold pretenders will lec them fink into the deepeft 
place in Hell. | 


he Parable OF tHETHCVIM. = 


i 


Car. X XXVIII. 


A Difcourfe with an Acquaintance of the Pilgrims about 
refting om Chrijt for falvation. The wilfulne{s, and 
unsktlfulnes of fome Guides in the wayto Jerufalem, 
For what end Chrift dyed : and fo what it isthas our 
Faith és principally to re(pe#. That Chritt is a means 
to our end: and therefere Faith muff geo further than 
his perfor. 3 Fi 


S they were talking thus together, that very 
ince who was the occafion of their difcourfe 
chanced to pafs that way 5 and being of the Pilgrims 
acquaintance, joyned himfelf in company to them, Who 
perceiving'what the argument of their prefent debate 
was, and being of a violent natures began with great- 
er eagerne(s than ever to affere his own prejndices, . 
and was plainly impatient of any contradi@ion. He 
raifed up his voice to a ftrange height, and told them 
bothin flac cerms, that they adhered too much to their 
own righteonfnels ; that they muft deny it quite, and 
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-seft wholly upon Chrift and his Merits ; 
him for pardon and Juftification. And indeed his 
tongue ran at fuchharate that the Father could nor get 
leave to thruft in a word, till he had wearied’ himfelf 
with his own talk. And then he gravely askt him, 
Have you done Sir? Yes,replyed he. Then, proceeded _ 
the Father, let me intreat you to remember the old 
- counfel; Soft andfair. You run a little too faft, to 

make any good fpeed. And as you make too much 
hafte in your difcourfe, fo you do alfo in your con- 
fident refting upon Chrift, Fgrane you that we muft 
not depénd uponour own righteoufnefs. But wha 
danger is there of thar, when men have none at all ? 
Let them ftay till they be righteous , and then lec 
them deny itallas much asthey can. But to what 
' purpofe is -ic co tell them this before they become 
good, unlefs ic be to keep them from ever being 
fo? Towhatend doth it ferve to urge the wickedeft 
man in che World to caft away that which he hath 
not > Whither doth it tendcobid them throw about 
them Anothers righteoufnefs to make them perfedtly 
righteous , when they are indued with none of their ~ 
own; but only tomake them never feek for any elfe 
fave that which is caft over them> The fame! fay 
concérning your refting upon Chrift for Salvation, Is 
there a man that underftands himfelf, who will truft to 
any thing elfe but the Merits, Mercy, and Power of 
Jefus, whois raifed from the dead and is able to deli- 
ver us from the wrath to come? But how comes ie 
about that all men get hither fo very foon ? Why muft 
- this be mentioned as the firft thing that Faith hath to 
do, andasthe only act that will juftifiea Gnner? What” 
isthe reafon of this Forwardnefs, that when men ask, 
“What fhall we dotobe faved, you anfwer prefently ; 

S{f 2 Caft 


believing in 


Caft your felf upon the Merits of Chrift¢ .For this is 


your interpretation of the word, Believe, by which the 


Apoftle refolves that important Queftion. Of what 
ufe is this early confidence, but only to make men 


prove Hypocrites; aad to flight the commands of ° 


Chrift; without obferving of which they may on this 


_fafhion be juftified? I befeech you confider it well; 


and lec me know by whar, Art it is that men come to 
climb to the top-bough, without ever touching thofe 
thatare beneath? Letitbe graated if you pleafe, chat 
Faith inthe Mercy of God is that to which our Reli- 


“gion tends; thatit is as it were the very uppermoft 


Branch ofthe Tree. But dothnot the Tree put forth 
many under-branches, and maft we not afcend by 
thefeto the higheft > There are other as of Faith: 
then, that muft lead the way, and whereby we go up 


tothat lofty Confidence; or elfe it is meer witchcrate: 


which fets usonfohighaperch, Suppofe we fay thae 


we are juttified only by this Traftin the infinite par- 
doning mercy of a loving Father through his Sons 


blood. Let this, if you will have it fo, be thought: 


the only aét that juftifies: “Yet, Dothnor every body. 


{ee thatno man can reafonably take the boldnefs to. 


look for this patdoning mercy, unlefs he be madea 
new man, and tincerely obey the will of God >? Maft 


not his Faith (for there is nothing elfe todoir) firlt: 


produce fuch an.intire and uniform holinefs of heart 
and life as Chrift requires, before he be fo confident 
No doubr of it, or elfe iris meerly Prefumption. It 
isimpoffible that a mans relyance fhould be ftronger, 
with any reafon; then the reft of che ads of his. faith 
are. And therefore (hould we not fpeak of Faith in 
fuch words.as will take in all that it hath todo: both 
that which refpects our duty, as well as that which 


re[pects 
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fuch terms asthey may eafily abufe. Do not fay that 
Juftifying Faith is meerly arelyance on Chrift for Sal- 
vation. For though you mean well, and live betters 
yet the wicked of the world never underftand ‘this 
aright: which is the caufe (if you would know all). 
that makes me fo zealoufly oppofe youin this matter. 
They all lay hold on him, and his righteoufnefs to co- 
ver all the filthinefs wherein they live.. Though you 
tell them that they ought to love him who hath dyed 
to procure righteoufnels for them, yet they love their 
fins better; and hope that he will love them never 
the worfe for it. It is impoflible to perfwade an Adul- 
terer, a Drunkard, or any fuch perfon (great numbers ~ 
of which to my knowledge comfort themf{elves in their 
relyance on Chrift) to become better, unlefs you give 
a better notion of Faiththen this, And then for your 
felf 1 muft wa:n you to take great heed that one piece 
of your Faith do nor outgrow another. Donot faf- 
fer it to fhoot more upward then ic doth downward: 
and to grow in tallnefs more then in thicknefs. and 
firength, I mean, letic not lift up ic felf to Heaven in 
affarance of Gods ove, but proportionably to its root- 
ingin love and obedience tohim. Let it not perk up 
in perfwafions of Gods mercy, bur as it increafes in 
ftrength and power to do him fervice, Ic is a flender 
Tree you know, very weak, -and eafily broken ; which 
fprings up too much in length,but carries no body, and 
hath not athicknefs anfwerable co its height... Such is 
the Faith that mounts up in confidence without an 
an{werable fpreading and enlarging it {elf in the ob: 
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fervance of all Gods commands; and bringing forth 
all the fruits of a lively Faith. Nay, itis the very way 
todefpair, tobe thus forward. For as thofe tall and 
flender Trees by fome ftrong blafts are apt to hang 
down their heads, and touch the ground from whence 
theycome, Sodo thefehigh confidences in atime of 
trial, and when men come to fee how ungrounded they 
were; they are ready toend in as low a defpair and 
oreat diftruft of all Gods mercy. Upon every occafion 
you fhall fee fuch people caft into horrid fits if they be 
at all obfervant of their duty; which they think is 
fome defertion by God, but indeed proceeds from the 
too great forwardnefs of their Faiths which did rife 
too high, and had nor ftrength enough: to bear it up. 
Nay, if they began in this confidence, and their Faith 
pitched thus high atthe very firft; they ought tode-_— 
{pair of Gods favour till their Faith hath purified their 
hearts. They muft come down again from the topof 
the tree, and begin at the bottom, in obedience to all 
God’s Command. | | ‘i 


Thefe things, with many others, feemed fo perfpicu- 
ous to the man, who had a great deal of honefty in 
him, that his confidence was ftrangely abated. And the 
Father making a little paufe ; he altered the tone. of 
his voice, and modeftly faid, I muft ingenuoufly con- 

fe(s that I have been too rath in oppofing and cenfuring 

of you. Yam not one of thofe thar will refift clear 
convistions, and conteft meerly that they may not. 
feemto be overcomes but 1 acknowledge fincerely 
that I had too rude and confufed notions of things 5 
which precipitated me into this. confidence of di- 
fputing withyou. Be not troubledacit, replyed the 
Father, but rather think your felf happy that you. 
3 under- 


eS 


Pilgrim, 


underftand more then you did; and that. you have 
not loft, but found Truth in the midft of a difpure, And 


. fince you are fo humble as to confefs fome of your 


faults, I prefume you will be thankfull if you are told’ 
the reft, Remember ic then, that it is very mif- 
becoming to {peak loud ; toaccompany your difcourfe © 
with too much action; and co affirm any thing with 
too great a confidence and peremprorinefs. But know 
withall, that I eafily pardon them, and pafs them by; 


_ becaufe they arenot fo much your own, as the faults 


of your Teachers from whom you learnt them, and 
many more befides, Thefe are the leaft things that 
many of them are to be accufed of s for chere is a 
certain wilfulnefs (as it feems to me) that pofléfles 
their hearts; which will not let them exchange their 
unfafe and imperfect definitions of Faith, for thofe-. 
which are founder and more compleat. They are loath to 


acknowledge that they can err, or {peak unproperly. 


They had rather defend that which is badly done or 
faid, than ftudy to make itberter. ~ And as men doin: 
diforders of Government, they abufe their wit, and 
ftudy for reafons why it fhould be amifs ; rather chen 
how it fhould be amended, They will learn from 
none unlefs it be themfelves. They will reje@ the 
cleareft light, unlefs it thine out of their own minds. 
They would have Truth confined to a party; the ve- 
ry phrafes of which, if youdo notaccepr, it is enough: 
to beget aquarrel. Be notoffendedI befeech you at 
this plainne{s, nor imagine chat I intend to diminifh: 
your opinion of any menthat aregood; but only to 
give you Caution, that you do not think them to be 
betrer then they are. You may conceive me indeed no. 
competent Judge of other mens difcourfes: will you 
hear therefore what a very Wife man thought a good 
while. 


a 


~ sog-té‘<‘é*é«SéPa adie off the Pilgrim. 
while ago of thac manner of ‘preaching which hath 
put you in chat rude heac wherein we now faw you? 
His words are to this fenfe (for I will not tye 
my felf to fay only what he hath faid before me) 
and they feem to be avery moderate Sentence upon 
fome men then who have left many followers behind 
them. They give, faith he, many pious Exhortations, 
and ibey work oft-times compunclion of mind , but they 
are not skilled how to work a cure when they have made 
a wound. They can make men fick of their fins 5 but are 
not provided of efficacious remedies to purge them out. 
They let them fee their fores, bat then they are palliated, 
and feldome thoroughly healed. They know better how 
tobring Souls te that Queftion, Menand Brethren, what 
fhall wedo >? than how to give a good anfwer, and re- 
folve the-doubs which they have rarfed. ‘Tbey make men 
fee they ave very bad, but knew rot how to ga about to 
make them good. They magnifie Faith, and make all the 
world found with the noife of its but ftill men are to 
feck what tha great thing fhould be. They. awake men 
“eut of their fleep , and make them- look and gaze about 
them, but let them fee nothing of that which they bave 
totake in band. ‘They bid thems indeed Beli-ve , but it 
is very hard to know when they do. They bave intangled 
Faithin Difputes ; when it fhould have been imployed in 
good Works. They have obfcured a plain thing, in many 
laborious definitions of it. ‘they have made it fo fubsil, 
and to conjift in fo nice a prints that tt # a difficult 
thing for any to fee it, They handle matters of doubt 
weakly, and as before a people that will accept of any 
thing, In the Doctrine of “Manners, there ws little to be 
had, but Generality and Repetition, The bread of life 
tiey tofs up and down, but break it not. They fay in the 
grofs, that men muft live well, but they tel them not how 


to 


| The Parable of ila. 


to ve. They bring not their DeGrines down to Cales of 
~Concience , that a man may be warranted inbis perpe- 
tual Aions, whether they be lawfull or not. Nar take 

they care to teach men their lawfull liberty, as well as their” 
refiraints, To keep them from fuperftitiens Obfervances, 

as well as Prophane iranferesions. Nay, I wilh we could 

not fay that it is the leaft of fome mens care, to promote 
- agédly life. Faith is made‘a thing that is quite dsftiact 

from it, Good Works and Faith are commonly oppofed 
tn the Fuftification of a finner. The one is thought to 
_. exclude the other. Aud to be juftified, it is farato be 

neceffary that aman do Nothing for it. The moft that 

Chrift cam get is by way of Gratitude, which yeu know is 

fisallor none in bad Natures. At the beft they will put 
him off with defires, or purpofes, or an endeavour of a 

new life; though ftill thefe things be ineffectual. All 

whichis faid for no other end, but that you may not. 


 bave mens-perfons in admiration. That you may be 


at liberty to prove all things, -and hold faft chat which 

isgood. That you may not bear a greater reverence 

to Mafters then you do to Truth: which is ready to 
become the portion of thofe whoare more in love with 

it, then with their party. And finceyou feem tome 

ro be one of thofe, [ fhail fpare no pains to bring - 
youand Truth together. Butif you think it needfull 

I will give you further fatisfaction in this which we 

have contefted; and make you confefs that there is 

nothing plainer chen that which I have faid of Faith 

in Chritt. As 


_ You will gratifie me very much, replyed the other, 
if you will be at chetrouble to teach me chis lefion 
better, And I am prepared already by what I have 

now learnt, co confider and weigh not whe, but what 
| J tt it 


itis thae I bear, 
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Very good, faid he again, let me - 
Catechife you then’a little, and be notoffended at 
this common and eafie Queftion > Do you not think 
that Chrift came into the World forfome end ¢ Nay, 
was henot fentof God upon fome high defign ? You 
cannot doubt of it, and therefore I will pot ftay for _ 
youranfwer. But tell me, what do you think that 
greacend was? Wherefore, for inftance, did he dye. 
and fhed his blood > Was itonly that our fins might 


‘be pardoned ? Did he bear the Crofs, that we mighe 


= 
= 


bear none? Did he deny his own Will, chat we 
might have liberty toado ours ? Is his Death to excufe 


us from holy living? Hypocrifie indeed thinks fo: -bur 


1 Joh.3.8. 


true Religion teaches us that the intent of his death 
was, by keeping us from dying, to make us alive to 
God: By faving us from execution when we were 
condemned, torenderushoneftmen: by denying of 
himfelf, to teach us totake up our Crofs and follow 
him. Will you bear what they that knew che mind, 
of Chrift have taught us ih this argument, He that — 
committeth fin (faith St; Fohn) & of the Devil, for the 
Devil finneth from the beginning: For this purpofe the 


Son of God was manifefted, that be might deftrey the 
works of the Devil: which is as much as to fay that he 


2'Con.s. 
ans: 


Ephef. 5, 
25526, 27. 


appeared in the world thac men might ceafe to fin, 
And fo S*. Paul tellsus, That he dyed for all, that they 
which live fhould nes henceferth live to themfelves, but to 
him which dyed for them and rofe again: i.e, will come 
to judge them, as a little before he had declared. This 
is the end for which he gave himfelf for his Church, 
That he might fanttifie and cleanfe it with the washing ef 
water by the word, that he might prefent it to bim/elf 2 
elorious Church, not having [pot or wrinkle, or any {uch 
thing, but that it fhould be boly and without blemifb, Nor 

is 


Pas 
: 
Sin I, 
ck 
Ge 
4 


might redeem us from all iniquity, and purifie to himfelf a 


peculiar people, zealous of cood works, For, he bath re- 
- conciled ws (asitisin another place) da the body of b% Colts. 
 flelh throngh death, to prefent us holy, and unblameable, 


and unreproveable in bis fight. And to fay no more, 


S‘, Peser alfoteaches us, that He his own felf bare our Pet. s. 
fis in bis own body on the tree, that we being dead to 


fin, fronla live unto righteoufne(s: by whofe ftripes we 
arehealed, 1 know not what fenfe Hypocrifie may pick 
out of thefe words, which hopes the fcourges on 


~ Chrifts back will fave fianers fromthe lath; and that 


his death fhall preferve them fromdying, though cheir 
fins ftill live: Bue it is evident tothem thatare fin- 


- cere, thatthe Apoftles meaning iss our Saviour dyed 


not meerly to: fave us from dying of cut wounds, or 
to take away the anguifh and torment of them; buc 
that our-Natures might be healed, and made found 
and whole again. He is fuch a Phyfitianas removes 
the pain and che fmare by curing of the wound ; that 


eafeththe part affected by making it well; chac doth 


not tend his Creeple patient a Crutch to fupport him, 
bat infafes ftrengeh into his feet and anckle- bones, and 
{pirits into his finews, that he may walkin the wayes 


‘of Gods commandments. I wifh there was nothing 


harder than this to underftand in the Book of God. 
It is nota truth which men cannot, but which they 


_ will not underftand. It is againft a corrupe intereft, © 
orelfe they would not refift it, There is a ftrong 


party in their heare againft this end of Chrifts death, 
ot elfe there would be no difpute about it. The biafs 


‘that inclines cheir willis not on the fide of this cruch. 
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~ isie a flight and fuperficial Holinefs chat he intends 5 
the cleanfing only of the outfide, or the wathing away 
_ of fome pollutions; buc He gave bimfelf for us, that be vit.2.14, 


a1, 22. 


24. 


It contradi@s their pleafures, ‘their unlawfull gain, or 
fome fuch thing which they are loath to leave, and — 
therefore it (hall be falfe, chough never fo clear in ic 
felf, left thefe beloved fins fhould fuffer any harm, 
‘But if there were any honefty in mens hearts, if they 
were void of guile, they would be able to fee this 
without the help of fo many teftimonies out of holy 
writ; that it was not a ching worthy of the Son of. 
God to come and dye for any lefs end then to make 
the World better, and render it obedient to rhe Crea- 
_ tor. For what do you mean, I befeech you, when 
you fay that Jelus fatisfied for your fins? What was 
it, do you think, that he gave fatisfa@tion unto? Was 
it not all thofe Glorious Attributes of God; his Wif- 
dom, his Truth, his Juftice, his- Holinefs; faving the 
Honour of which, he might now pafs by the offences 
of returning finners? Was it not that the credit of all 
thefe might be maintained, and yet the rebels nor 
perifh ¢ That the Sentence might not be executed,. 
and yet the Authority of the Laws be preferved > 
T here is nothing plainer then that this death of Chrift ~ 
did do great honour to God in the face of the World; 
aflerted his right 5 gave countenance to his Authority ; 
proclaimed his righteoufnefs and purity; was a nota- 
ble teftimony on his behalf againft finnerss and {o 
there could be nothing more powerfull to move God 
to grant a pardon to thofe rebels that would fubmic 
to him, fince now he fhould lofe nothing by it, but 
that which he hada mind to give away, and not de- 
mand,. viz, the penalties which they had incurred by 
the breach of hisLaws, But is ic not manifeft then 
that God cannot love fin, nor be friends with fianers 
untillthey amend? Did not the death of Chrift thew 
that his nacureisf{uch, that he cannot indulge men in 
their 


ee 


their trefpafles ? Is icriot apparent thac ic wasnot fic — 
to pardon even penitent and returning offenders, un- 
lefs he fhewed his difpleafure at their offences? Did he 
nottake care to fecure his Authority when he iffued 
out a pardon? There is nothing more vifib'e. And if 
Hypocrifie had not ovet-ruaus, and thruft true Rea-. 
fon as well as Religion out of doors, men would eafi- 
ly fee chat Chrift could not dye meerly to procure us 
a pardon; much lefs that men. might fin with more 
fecurity, and without any fear of punifhment. No, 
natural reafontells us, that men mutt needs be haceful 
to God while they are unlike him ; that all the Blood 
of Chrift cannot wafh them and make them lovely, as 
long as they continue in actual rebellion againft him. 
His very nature is againft fuch mens his Wifdom is an 
enemy tothem. For how. fhould he maintain any 
Government in the World, if he himfelf thould be the 
-cherifher of Traitors > if he fhould take care for their 
- proteG@tion, and fet up a Sanétuary to which they may 
boldly fy ; if he fhould make the Altar of the Crofs a 
refuge where they may find Salvation-and Safety, who 
are the oppofers of his Authority? Ic cannot be that’ 
God fhould be fo liberal as to give away all his own 
right, He cannot quit his title and claim unto our 
univerfal obedience. It is impoffible that Chrift by 
his death fhould repeal all the Laws of God, and ab- 
folve us from our duty. There is noqueftionhein- | 
tended to ftrengthen them, when he made a relaxa- 
tion. And whenhe procured a difpenfation, he did 
more eftablifh and fecure that which is not difpenfed 
withall. Itis a rule of Reafon, that all exceptions do 
confirm the Law, They tellus thatitis not tobe ex- 
tended to any further indulgence, And therefore 


Chrift dying that the punifhment might not be exe- 
Tet 3 cuted 
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cuted; thisis all che remiffion that we are to expect, 
. -and not that God fhould remit all our duty tohim. 


It is very eafie if men were-well difpofed, to read at 
once in the death of Chrift, the greateft Love of God 
tous; and the greateft Love to his Laws, His Love 
cous appears in that he would for our good,-and that — 
we might not be eternally undone, Jay afide his own 
right which he hath to punifh: forgive us a debe 
whichfe were not able to pay: alrer his Law, and — 
abate the ftrictnefs of it; difpenfe with the execution 
of the Old: Law, and make a Newone of Grace and 
Favour: and that he might do fo, and fave both us 
from dying, and his Law from contempt by our efcape ; 
that he. would provide fuch a wife remedy as this of | 
his Sons dying forus.. Herein was bis Love indeed 
manifefted, and we can never fafficiently admire ic, 
that he would have him dye rather than us; that he 
would have him fufferthar we might be delivered. But. 
then this alfo plainly tells us the great Love that he © 
~ bears to Holinefs,co his Laws, and to our Duty; which ~ 
he took care fhould not be injured by this favour and 

remiflion. Thoughhe would not have all dye out of 
love tous ; yethe would have ane, left we fhould ftill _ 
continue in the love of fin. - Though he would not 
haveevery one ofus fuffer for the breach of his Laws; 
yet he would have Chrift fuffer,chat we might nor take 
the boldnefs ftill to break them. This death of his 
‘Son reduced things toan excellent temper; providing 
that neither we nor God might be damnified. That 
we might not fuffer for what we have done, and that 
he might not fofler by our doing ftill the fame. That . 
he. might be what he is, and we become what we 


ought, That the old Original Laws which require 


our 
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our obedience might remain in force, and the rigour 
 ofthem not be executed for our difebedience. That 
he might pare with fome of his right, and yer reco- 


ver all the reft. In one word, thatthe might be moved 
to let gohistighttopunifh us, and we not moved tobe 


carelefs in yielding him the reft of his right which he 
hath to our hearty and conftant obedience, ae 


I wifh heartily chat you and every body elf mat 


- ferioufly confider this, and not. expect tHar God ' 
fhould not require your fervice, and obedience: for 
itis fo much his due, that forthe fake of his Son, he 
cannot part with his right and claim unto it, Nay, I 
havea bolder thing to fay than all this, and that is: 


That the Death of Chrift is fo far from iateading our E 
pardononly, thatit isnot the chiefeft thing that he : 
intends, Of the two, the purifying of our hearts ard 


_ lives was more inhis defign than the forgivenefs of fin, 


and this was but in order tothe other. So much you 
may eafily gather from many of thofe places of the Ho- 


. ly Writings which were mentioned before; for though 


he bare our fins in his own body on the Tree, yet it was 

for this end, this was the ultimate {cope of it, that we be- 

ing dead tofin, might live unto righteoufnefs, And fo - 
another Apoftle faith, ‘He gave himfelf for our fins, that Cl. 1-4, 


he might deliver us from this prefent evil World. By thew- 
-ing his willingnefs to pafs by our faults, he would: 


move us to acknowledge them, to repent of them, and ° 
become more dutiful, This muft be done before we 
can actually receive his pardon and abfolution; ac- 
cording tothat of the Apoftle; He faved ws according Titus 2. 


to his mercy by the wafhing of regencration, and the renew- 52 7- 
ing of the Holy Ghoft, thas being juftified by his Grace we 


foould be made Heirs of eternal life. Where it is vifib'e 
1 eee 3 to 


tothem that will not fhuc their eyes, that his Mercy 
cannot fave us unlefs we become ‘New Creatures, and 
that this muft go before the Juftification which we ex- 
pect by the Grace of God: And indeed reafon tells.us 
that Chrift muft needs have more regard to his Fathers 
rights than to our accommodation: and intend more 
the reclaiming of his rebellious fubje@s, than the pro- 
curing of their pardon, — se 


Which isa thing foapparent, that I am afhamed to — 
do more than mention it. And befides,-by this timeI — 
believe you will be ready to ask me a queftion who 
have asked you fo many, and demand to what pur- 
pofe have you made this long difcourfe> The Anfwer 
is ready, and the end of it is as clear as any thing that — 
hath been faid, viz. That fince Juftifying Faith is to 
have refpect to our Saviour and his Death juft accord- 
ing to the intention of God in fending of him; ic can- 
not be fo little as the cafting our felves upon him for | 
pardon of fin, The former part of this argument you | 
will grant me; for we muft look upon-an objee ac- 
cording as it is propofed. Faith cannot apprehend 
things otherwaies than God hath revealed them: ic 
cannot receive the Son of God in any other manner | 
than as the Father gave him, The corfequent then, 
God himfelf demands your affent unto; for you fee 
_ that he had another end, and a far greater alfo in give-_ 

ing his Son for us,than the forgivenefs of our offences. 
He gave him, that he might cleanfe and purge our 
Souls from all filthinefs ; that he might make us hol 
~ and unblameable inhis fight: Why do you nor then 

thus receive him > Or how comes it about that you will 
not only put this end behind the other, but allo fpeak 
as if Juftifying Faith had nothing elfe todo, but to lay 


hold 
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_ that dyed forus, reform this grand errour. Let your 
Faith be as large as the Gofpel it felf, And let this be 
your principal care, that it may purifie your beart. 
When you expect to be juftified through Faith in his 


Blood; remember that it was fhed to purge your con- Heb. 9.14 


Science from dead works to ferve the Living God. ' 


_. And that I may refume the beginning of my dif 

courfe, and fo make way for a fpeedy conclufion, let 
me ask you another Queftion or two, which feem to 
be very pertinent to my prefent defign. If thére was 
- an end, and fogreat an oneas you have confeffed of 
-Chrifis coming into the World, then what is he bur a 


means unto thisend? He dyed, faith the Apoftle, that x Pe. 3. 


he might bring ws toGoed, And by him we believe in God 
who raifed him from the dead, and gave him Glory 


that our Faith and Hope might be in God. Our belief in (ap. +. ar. 


God then (which is no {mall thing, but compreheitds 


all our duty tohim) was the end of Chrifts Appearing, — 


and ofallhe did: and therefore muft not he ftind in 
the place of a méans to it? Jt muft be fo, {aid the 
other. But what then, continued the Father, will 
‘ become of your refling on Chrift, and your ftaying or 
leaning on him for Salvation? Is it not manifeft thac 
this only is infufficient for your purpofee that it will 
let you fallto the ground, and leave you fhort of your 
happinefs¢ -Is ic not plain that this Faith fixes ic felf 
where it fhould praceed; and refts in the means 
whereby itfhould advance to a nobleend¢ There ‘is 

uu nothing 


z ¢ 


nothing me thinks more evident than that the Faith 
which juftifies a finner is not that which laftly termi- 
nates it felf inthe perfon’ of Chrift; and which doth 
not clearly and in its own nature produce a cordial 


- obedience to God. Means mutt be ufed and not refted 


in. Fromwhence ic unavoidably follows that Chrift — 


himfelf and his merits muft not be refted in as the laft 


end of our Faith; but it muft go further and beget an 
holy life. Letus fo fpeak of Faith then, that ic may 
be vifible whither it tends. Let it be feen at what it 
aims; and that it defigns more than the cafting our 
felvesinto the arms of Chrift, that he may prote& us 


from the wrathto come, Learn I befeech you before 


it be too late, that Jefus cannot fave a man bya naked 
confidence in him, 2, e. in his perfon, or any thing that 
he hath done, or can do. All they that think fo, re- 
proach our Saviour, and make him the advocate of fin, 
and not of finners ; one that fhall fave their lufts, and 
not them from the power of them. They ftay in the 
half way to Heaven, and fo fhall never come thither, 
They reft when they fhould go forward. They lean 


upon that ftaff wherewith they fhould walk, “They 
>. make Chrift their fupport only, who thould be alfo 


their ftrength, They caft themfelves upon him, but 
would not have him carry them to God and 4a divine 
nature, They make him to ftand in their way, and 
not tobethe way unto obedience. They render him 


- an enemy to God, who fhall keep his fubje@ts with. 


him, and detain them from their duty. They con- 
tent themfelves with what they find in him, and care 
not for any righteoufnefs of theirown. They reft fa- 
tisfied with what hehath done, and by verrue of that 
do nothing themfelves. And fo he that is made of 
God a means of life, they make:to themfelves a means 


of. 


~The Parable of the Pilgrim, 


= 


Chore XX Ki, : 


| <The joy which the Pilgrim conceived in this difconr{e: 

and bow much he applauded bis happine/s in having 

~fuch a Friend. The Serenity of his Condition after 

- al thefe Cleuds. And how nothing tronbled him but 
only that be could do fo litile to teflifie his love to his 
Guide: who eafily gave him [atisfaction by fhewing the 
true creunds of Friendfbip. 


tookin this difcourfe, for which herendred him a 


[Ik is not to be exprefled what contentment the Man 
thoufand thanks : profeffing chat he had learnt a great 


dealin alittletime ; and chacthough he never _intend- 


ed Iefs than to become a Good man by Faith in Chrift, 
yet he did not fo well underftand till now how to go 
‘about the bufinefs, But the Joy of our Pilgriw was 
far greater both for this acquaintance of his, and for 
himfelf.. Hethoughe thacall his life would be lictle 
enough wherein to thank him; that he had turned 


the mention of his weaknefles and frailties, into the. 


oe 


occafion of fo great a benef untothem both. I was — 


going totell you (faid he, when the Father had done) 
that I knew not whether I fhould begin tothank our 


Lord or you firft for this great kindnefstome. Buc! © 


think I need not ftandin doubt, for you are fo like 
him, that if I commend your Charity, and render you 
thanks for its; Idoa real honour thereby tohim. You 
have been the Eafe of mine heart; the Guide of my 
mind, the Pilot of my foul; che fecuricy and ftay of 

Lh 22°. my 
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eednd and better felf Z 


my life ‘ my 


dangers. And when | fay fo, | acknowledge Godto 
have been all chis, who by your hands hath imparted 
thefefavourstome. I know thar I ftand -indebred 
tohis Fatherly Goodnefs for fo many Bleffings that I 


know not where to endtheaccount. But-for che bes. 


ginning; I cannot but next to the favours bis Son 
hath brought us, place the gift of your Friendfhip. 
You will fuffer me now fure to pleafe my felf a lictle, 
and to glory in it; though heretofore you {uppreffed 
my thoughts as they were ifluing forth, I know very 
well at what rate my neighbours efteem riches, and 
how proud they grow, if they can fhew you Gold and 
Jewels. But if Heaven had asked me what Jewel ic 
pleafed me to be prefented withall, I would have 
anfwered, Give me a Friend: Send me an honeft 
Friend, This is my Riches, my Treafures, my moft 
precious Jewel. It is not poflible there thould be 
any thing given me of equal value. I am fo proud 
ef it, that it tempts me to be vain-glorious, and to 
proclaim to the World how wealthy Iam. And if 
we may judge of the price of things by their fcarcity, 
am I not in the right ? .What is there more rare 
than this pure. Friendfhip > Where fhall we find 
two men thathave one heart; and love without any 
intereft >? Mauft we not go back to the Golden 
Times, and have recourfe to the Age of Poetry, to find 
fuchan happy pair? What place is not filled with 


that old complaint, 0 Friends, no body is a Friend? 


There are few hearts that are not double; few tongues 
thararenor cloven. They that are not treacherous 
are too weak 5 and they chat are not weak, yet are too 
wife, tobe tyed-inthis Sacred Bond. How canyou 


blame - 


my Tutelar An- 
gel whereby I have been defended from innumerable. 


blame me-then that I think my felf fome body now 
that 1am poffeffed of fo greata Tréafure ; which be- 
_ fides its rarity, is to be highly efteemed for its ability 

andlafting nature Ic is not fabject to the change of 
fortune, nor the ruft of time, nor the violerce of men: 


nor can it be loft by my own negligence, for a {mall - 


care will fervé to keep atrue friend. Let others go 

and beg.of greit Menthe favour: Let others glory in 
the preferment they already enjoy; I envy not their 
-happinefs, may Heaven but pleafe to preferve my 


\ Friend. Te is che cuftom of many I fee, to fetch the 


-caufes of their felicity or unhappinefs from the hea- 
venly bodies; and to afcribe what they fuffer or en- 
joy here below to fome good or malignant influences 


. fromabove. But as forme I do not think chere is. 


any Planet fo lucky asafaitbfal friend; as onthe con- 
trary none fo malitious as a falfe-hearted companion. 
Lecthem who lift then obferve the ftars and their fa- 
vourable afpects, I willfeek upon earth for that which 
muft make me happy. . Let them obferve how Jupiter 
and Mercary look vpon them in a‘l their affairs 5 ic 
imports moft to me to mark what men I converfe 
withall. And you are the perfon Sir, whom I fix my 


eye upon, and whole good afpect and charitable infu-— 


ence I ftill implore. Doyou accompany me alwayes 
in my traVéls; be you my Mercury in my journey’; 
and inthis conjunction J fhall not fear any evil thae 
may threaten me, nor defpair any more of finifhing 
that which is fo happily begun. This ts the fumm of 


my defires, that you would ever exercife your wonted 
pitty towards me, and pardon my follies. For the — 


whole ftock of comfore thae I am fuarnifhed. withall, 
can only ferve for a meaner affliction chen the lofs of 


~ your love would prove unto me, And yet [hope that 
ae dia Ee I fhall. 


~{ fhall not be alcogether fo troublefome to you in the 
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reftof my journey ; but rather become your joy. It 
{hall be my daily petition that I may fpend my dayes 


- in thatevennefs and fteadinefs of mind wherein] find 


my felf fixed by your means, That I may be humble, 
and wait patiently upon the Lord, and be of good 


_courages believing thac he will ftrengthen mine 


heart, and that one day I fhall in Sien appear before 


' God. 


To which good prayer the Father inftantly faid, 


Amen, withing that he might ever find him in this 


good temper, and that he would likewife remember 
the counfel of the Apoftle who bids us Rejoyce in the 


Lord alyayes, For there is nota more evident token, - 


and apparent fign of true Wifdom and profiting in 
Vertue, then.a conftant ferenity, and unconftrained re- 
joycing, Andtruly, faidhe, I think I need not do fo 


litele as defire this for you, but may be bold ro turn 


my wifh into a confidence ; for I am apt to prophefie 
thac after fo many conflicts you will goin more peace 
to Jerufaiem. And fo it proyed as I have fince heard, 
and after this he every day had a view of that bleffed 
place. The sky indeed was fometimes a little cloudy, 
which rendred the fight of it more duskifh and ob- 
{cure; yet he kept acalm in his mind in his greateft 
dulnefs, and hoped for Sun-fhine dayes$ which came 
a great deal fooner, by notraifing a new and thicker 
cloud, through the ftorms of his own paffions. But I 
cannot fay for the prefent what the enfuing pare of 
their travels were, my own obfervation here having 
anend, Only thus much { obferved before I parted, 
that he who once was afraid that heloved his friend 
too much, fell inco a {ufpition of himfelf that he did 


not 
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not embrace him with fuch an afle@ion as:hé delerved. 
And that afcer. all thefe contrary humours, the tem- 
per of their friendfhip was fo excellent, of fuch confi- 
ftency and fo well fetled, that as nothing could dif- 
order it, fo nothing but death alone could-divide its 
and dgath it felf they were confident could never put > 
anendtoit. And indeed this was the thing that I left 
them in expectation of, and which they were conftant- 
ly indeavouring to prepare themfelves for; as that 
which would not deftroy, but perfect their love, This - 
they often talke of; knowing that it would never 
comethe fooner for their thinking and fpeaking of it. 
This they looke upon as 2 common friend to both; . 
that would tranflate them to thofe happy regions - 
_ where Friendfhip is in its Kingdom and raigns over 
every heart. All the favour they would have bege’d, if 
it were wont to grant any petitions ; was, that with one 
ftroke it would arreft chem both, and carry them thi- 
ther together. And if any body could have made good 
the Paracelfian promife of {pinning out: the life of man 
to a length equal with the clew of time, and making our « 
vital oy] of the fame durable temper with that which 
feeds the Lamps of Heaven; All things were.fo in com- 
mon between them, that I verily think one of them - 
would not have accepted of fuchacourtefie, on con-. 
dition toinjoy it alone without the other. No, they 
rather defired, as I fard, thae the one might not {ee the 
other expite; but thatthe fame hand might cut off © 
_ both their threds: at once, and that one moment might 
put out thofe Lamps which were nor willing to burn 
afunder, 


All che withes that our Pilgrim made befides this, 
was only that they might live fo long, till he could 
give 


pee 
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give fome remarkable proof of his affedtion to “lis 
Guide. For though'he knew that he loved him ab, 


S 
by dying for him; yetitdid fometimes alittle difcon- « 


sd 
all things, and could conmtradié& even his former vi 
tent him that he was in no capacity to fhow his tea-- 


dernefs but only by words and proteftations, Theugh < 


the wifdom of his Condu@or bad ftood him in fo great. 
ftead, andhe could not well fpare any of its; yet he 


was fo foolifh now and then as to think that if he had 


been lefs wife he himfelf had been more happy : Be- 


caufe then he might have ftood in need to receive - 


thofe counfe}s, which now he only gave ; and been re- 
quited forthofe courtefies, which now he made him 
a pure debtorfor. Many other benefits alfo that are 
ufually communicated between friends he found him-_ 
felf utterly defticute of all means to confer; they be- 


ing either not in his power, or his Guide in noneed of 


them, This fometimes raifed a {mall difquiet in his 
minds; and one day [ remember he could not contain 
himfelf, but he began a difcourfe to this purpofe; which 
fhall put an end to this prefent Relation. . 


I fhould think my felf, faid he, the bappieft man 
alive was | butable to correfpond with you in the du- 
ties and offices of friendfhip; and were J hot con- 
ftrain’d toreturn you only a weak and fruitlefs paffi- 
on, forthatefficacious love which hath done me {o 
many fervices. It troubles me a little to find that my 
paffionis as ufelefs as it is extream: andas void of be- 
nefit to you as itis violent init felf. © Ic is no lefs bar- 
renthenl doubcit may beburdenfumes and hath as 
litcle proficas I fee it hath broughe you much trouble, 
Though the honour be very great you have done me 


in beftowing fuch a place upon me in your heart; yet 


I know 


ae ae 
. 


1 Ew not fometimes whether I fhould not complain 
"jn S¥e-enjoyment of a favour, which as it was not in 
in. dit is that | have given my felf to you; bur that 


-isnomore than ftrict Juftice exacts, fincé [have re. 
ceived your felf as a gifttome. Friendfhip they fay - 


_ isa commutation of hearts; and therefore itis but fit 


thac you fhould have mine in room of your own: And 
-yet alas ! mine is of fuch {mall value, that 1 doubt you 
_ will be wholly a lofer by the change. Is there no 
means for me to do you fervice, or to reft conrent 
with a will toferve you> Cannot you either thew me 
how I may be ufefull to you, or thew your felfadifpo- 
fition to it in that heare which Lhave given you? I 
_ fhould be fatisfied, I think, if you knew my will as well 
as my felf. -Itremains in your power, not my own, to 
fettle my mind in peace ; if you will firft believe Tlove” 
you, and then fet a value vpon that Love, which you 
know is the caufe of all well-doing;: and ought norta 
be blamed for want of power. | | 


Very true, faid his Guide, who laid hold of thac 
word, I think that I have found a treafure in your 
Love ;.and I will have ic pafs for currant payment, 
though it cannot exprefs it felf in fach fenfible effe&s 
as you would have it. Itis enough to me that you 
have fuch a paffionate affection for me; though it 
could never find the means to do any thing, but on- 
ly tell: me bow hearty itis, I am pleafed with the in- 
tentions and defires which you have to do me any 
good. Itis an extraordinary contentment to me to 
contemplate the imaginations which are in your mind 
of what you would do for me; could power be court- 
ed by your will co come and joynitfelfunto it. They 
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g ondsto deferve, fo I cannot poflibly requite. True 
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are the Valgat | 3 call 


ncking bene, bat mh 


they can feel with their fingers, It is the portion of | 
grofs Souls co be infenfibles unlefs your courtelies, 


to come at their hearts, pafs through their hands. 
“The purer and more refined Spitits touch the very 
Souls of their Friends, and feel che kindnefs which 
lyes in their breafts. They are fo fubril as to fee a 
courtefie while it is fo young, as to be but only in de- 
fign. They touch it beforeic be cloathed in matter, 

or have paffed beyond the confines of thoughts. They — 
meet -it in the firft rudiments, and embrace ic while 
itis only in meaning and drawn in the imagination, 
They seceive thefe inward a&s of Love as moft pure 
and fpiritual; being feparate from all the terreftrial 
part which affect the vulgar minds. And in one word — 
there isnot any thing dearer tothem then thofe mo- 
tions of the Soul, which finding nothing they can do 
correfpondent to their own greatnefs and force; do 
terminate in themfelves. They are pleafed to fee 
them ftay there, and go no further; becaufe there is . 
nothing fairer than themfelves to be met withall 

wherein co end and reft. x 


... Donot depretiate your affection therefore, nor vi- 
lifie icin chat manner you art wonts as though it were 
not worthy my acknowledgement. Do not tell meany 
more that it is no valuable Love which doth not ferve 
cur Friends : for this fervice depends upon occafions 
and ‘they depend on an higher Being, and are only 
in the difpofe of Providence. All that I can be be- 
‘holden to you for, I have received already from you s 
and for the reft, if ic could’ be beftowed, I muft make 
my acknowledgements to fomething elfe. Be contented 
then thatyou give all that is in your bandss and chac 


se Oe a | = 


twere inthem to make occafions, you wo 
lec thofe be wanting, which moft of all prove a friend, 


to your affe@ion, and fo apt to giveitthe beft advan- 


‘tage; that [am not yer refolved, but there may be as 
-much noblenefs in the handfome acknowledgement 
- ofakindnefs, as there is inthe conferring of that which 


deferves {uch acknowledgement. But befides all this, 


jet meask you a Queftion (for! am refolved to ferrec 
' this {cruple out of the bottom of your heart) (hould © 
- younot love me unlefs I had done you benefits? Tell 


methetruths; is there any greacdearnefs think you 


created in peoples hearts towards each other by this — 
means? For my part I have often found the obferva-: 


tion trues that the remembrance of benefits wears 
out of mens minds, as grief doth out of the heart of 
afflicted perfons; from which every moment ftealsa 


part. Time hath power over the one as well as the 
other; and it diminifhesthe affection whichis the fruic 
of favours, as ic doth the forrow which is produced by _ 


loffes and calamities. “Nay, fo little power. have bene- 
firsto make a friend, that they fometimes make a foe, 
There are fome men, the more they owe, the more 


they hace. Alittle debt makes a man a debtor, but 2 


great one makes himanenemy. What is ic thenthat 
produces a durable Friendfhip? Nothing fure but 
worth and deferc; together with the agreeablenefs of 
a perfon to our humonr, and his refemblance to ous ‘if- 
pofition. The impreffion which thefe make can never 
bebl&tred out. Time which wipes away the remem- 
brance of benefits, can neverefface the fenfe of worth 
and merit. We alwayes carry in our minds the amiable 
perfections, and accomplifhed qualities of worthy per- 
fons. Wealwayes think of thofe who have touched 
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Nay, let me tell you, Iam fo favourable in my opinion 
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peal toyou whether you could refufe me your é 


- theworld would prod 


though you wete not 


now acknowledge. 


fo much beholden to me 
And whether all che kindnefles in - 

oduce a Friendfhip with me, if yous _ 
faw not fomething elfeto woe your affection, No,no, _ 


— my Friend, itis Gratitude, not Friendthip which is the 


- who is bountiful coward us, 


es ee 
a 
sige? 
“fhe Ni) 
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duce and bring it forth. 
— caufe, it owes its Original to fome nobler thing ; ro that 


.. geta Beiend¢ Iwill few thee, and thou hale ufe 


proper effect of benefits. They ought to difpofusto 


{uirable returns, and an hearty acknowledgement; but- 
they cannot oblige us to entertain him for a Friend - 


They may poflibly make | 
our Friendthip grow, but they cannot beget it. They 
may give it fome nourifhment, but they cannot pro- 


It depends upon an higher 


from whence all benefits and good offices ought to 
come, I mean a great love and a fincere affe@ion; 


- which ifdelertsbe not wanting, is more powerfull to 
_ move than all the gifts in the world; and is able with- 
~ outthem all torye us faft to a worthy perfon, Be fo juft 


then to your felf andto me, asto think thar I am your 
Friend ; though you do not beftow thofe benefits on 


‘me which youdefire; fince they can ferve only (as I 
faid) to make me thankfull, but not your Friend,” I 
_ efteem you very highly for your felf, and upon the ac- 


count of your own proper worth, which I am fure 


doth put me into the next difpofition to be your 


Friend. And fince you have added to: your own de- 


_ fert, avery great Love tomes that cannot but com- 


pleat it, and make me perfe@ly yours, This Love alone 
hath been thought fufficient to make a Friend; and 
indeed is more powerfull than any benefits. Accord- 
ing cotharof Hecatos; Wouldft thou know. how to 
nel- 
ther 


Love, When Vertue th 


 fhort reply unto it. I amutterly tgnorant, f 


and thews it felf in a fubje 


¢ be Ir- : 
Jf Be 
its de- 


worthy to be embraced 5 muft nee 

refiftible, and leave us nor > withftan 

fires. ek ga a eM: i ae 
‘o of . fee eee 3 oe be ve 


Fite poor Pilgrim remained aftonithed ‘a. while ae, 
the kindnefs of this difcourfe: And finding himfelf, 
overwhelmed with the weight of. fuch Love, was fain. 
to ftrive very much to recover a power of making this . 
ide, whats.@i | * 
yroughe 


‘ 
—— 


worth it is that you afcribe tome, which hach tig: BS 
me into your good efteem, and obtained methenoble 
title of your Friend. I fee that I pleafe you, burl = a 
know not what it is that fhould give youthat pleafure. * 
- [find my felf very happy 3 but what hathadvancedme 
to this felicicy I cannotdefine. And truly fince it is — ll 
your will to have me fo, I willnot be too bufie and cu- 
rious in examining the caufes of my good fortune; nor. 
will I feek to leffen my worth, left in fo doing f thould 
upbraid you with a bad foundation of your Love. No,  _- 
I willrather chink 1am worth fomething, than render 
your judgement nothing worth. - I will think of my 
felfas you would have me, that you may not feem ta 
be miftaken. There is nothing elfecan make me of 
any value; unlefs ic be that I had the wie to judge of ae 
the defervings of facha perfon as your felf. It is a mark Neg 
they fay of fome fufficiency tobe able to difcernanable = 
perfon froma flafhy wit, It isa mote I have heard of = 
great wifdomto chufe an excellent Friend, By this — ; 
Tam tolda man is known to others, and { have lictle oa 
elfewhereby to know my felf. This is the chiefeft = 
XXX 3 thing 
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thought. of pe-*sive Lam worthy of fome e be- | 
+ ‘caufel had the judgemeugto fet fach an efteem upon 
- vour felf. “For tmuft needsconfefs; thacthough your 
favours.could have impofed a. greater neceffity upon- 
me of loving than you will allow; yet.I feel that lam 
‘not behoiden to them for my Inclination to love you, 
. That isfomething more anuent chan any benefits you 
“ean beftow; and depends only on your own merits. 
» Andletitnot be judged an amplification to fay, that 
» they are fo great, that they will noe leave ic to my 
choice either whether I will love you or no, or how 
_ © »much I will love you ; bur they conftrain me to iove 
“you as much as can. It is a conftraint indeed to 
which lam very willing, there being no violence of-. 
_ _ fered but of what my own judgement is the caufe: 
“© yetitis irrefiftable, and I can never be of anyother _ - 
mind, nor havea will to difpofeof my affeGtions other- 
Wayes. Nay, I cannot for my life butthink that your 
favours ate a part of your defertss and that there is 
fomething peculiar in them to meric mine affection. 
They flow purely from your own goodnefs, and owe’ 
not themfelves fo muchas to my entreaties, You 
have not put mero the trouble of begging your kind- 
neffes, butthey ran tome of their own accord. | did 
but ask; and you were pleafed to open your heart, 
and make mea liberal gift. I did but thew my need ; 
and’you inftantly inriched me with your felf. And 
ever fince | havenot had fo great a care to conceal my 
sriefs, as youhavetaken tofindthemout. Nor have 
you fuffered my troubles to fpeak, before you faw — 
thtm in my looks. All/your favours likewife have 
flowed fo freely from you, that there was no hope they 
fhould return again, They have broughe me a great 
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thin that makes. me ‘fee 1am not fo. unfortunate 
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